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\j.'. NAME 
C OMMON: 

Sycamore Hollow Farm 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Dr. Washington Waters House 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T ANDSSUMBER: 

21600 Davis Mi l l Road 
CI TV OR T O » H : 

German town 
STA T E 

Maryland 
COUNTY? 

Montgomery 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• District 5 ^ Building 

• Site Q Structure 

• Okject 

• Public 

H Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

Q In Process 

JBT Being Considered 

For Lake S i t e 

Jff Occupied 

[~1 Unoccupied 

l~l Preservotion work 

In progress 

Yes: 
• Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

g^ No 

PRESENT USE. (Check One or More me Appropriate) 

p f Agr icu l tura l 

2j Commercioi 

I I Educotional 

[ I Entertainment 

i I Government 

I I Industrial 

• Military 

[~l Museum 

D Park 

J ^ Private Residence 

I I Religious 

{ I Scientific 

f~l Transportation D Comments 

O 0 , h»r (Specify) 

IT. OWNER CF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S N A M £ : 

C h a r l e s H. Burton 
S T R E E T ANO N U M 9 C A : 

21600 Davis Mi l l Road 
C I T Y OR TOrVM:-

_ German town 
{$. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Maryland 

WE C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR T O W N : 

R o c k v i l i e Maryland 
T i t l e Reference of Curren t Deed (Book & Pg. #) 

<f. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c S i t e s in the Bi-County Region 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1 9 6 9 • Federal • State 9 ) County Q] Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

The Mary land-Nat iona l C a p i t a l Park and P lann ing Commission 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
C I T Y OR T O W N : 

S i l v e r Spr ing Maryland 
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?. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• Exc.l l .nt | j » Cood • Foir • Datarioratad • Ruins Q Unaxposad 

(Check One) 

J ( Altarad • Uncltarad 

(Check One) 

• Movad H Original Sil 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * 4D O R I G I N A L (It known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The house was built in four sections over a period of 

about 100 years. The earliest section is the v̂ -sT: end. It 

is one story and loft, log building, with a very large 

internal stone fireplace and stack. The present dormer 

windows, two on each facade, were added recently. There is 

a single, modern bay window on the main facade. The present 

staircase comes from "Thomas's Delight" on the Eastern Shore. 

The second and third sections are also log. They are 

1-1/2 stories with a chimney stack rising between them. The 

third section has a single dormer window, which is original 

to the house. It has a three bay facade with a central 

entrance. The second section has a single window on the 

main facade. 

The end was built about 1800 and rebuilt in 1840 

after a fire. It is the one part of the house built in a 

recognizable style. It has an end-gable, three bay facade 

with a double doorway in the west bay. It is two stories with 

the original details drawn from Greek Revival motifs. The 

south wall is the fireplace wall, with an external brick 

chimney. In plan, there is an end hall with a single romm 

to the east. The south end of the hall has a curved wall, 

and at the turning of the stairs, there are niches. 
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[fr. fcUjOR BtBLIOGRAPHtCAl REFERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N C I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E * 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 
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1 1 . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N AME AND T I T L E : 

Christopher Owens. Park Historian' 
ORG ANI Z A T ION 

M-NCPPC 
D A T E 

28 Mar 74 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

8 787 Georgia Avenue 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Si lve r Spring Maryland 
12. State Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only). 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

Signature 
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14/52 Sycamore Hollow/Dr. Washington Waters House 

The house has a telescope plan with four main blocks aligned along an east-west axis. 
The house is on 10.5 acres. The bank barn is on 93 acres owned by same family. 

While three of the blocks are historic, the east end block is a 1960 attached garage. Of 
the historic blocks, the earliest section is the easternmost, and smallest. This section is a 
1 '/2-story log section with internal stone chimney. The central two-story section, divided 
by an internal chimney is also log, was built in two sections, east and west. The west 
end, dating from cl800, was rebuilt in 1840 following a fire. The three-bay front-gable 
structure has a side-hall plan. Following a 1988 fire, wood siding was installed on most 
of the house. The Burtons built the rear studio addition in the early 1980s. A trailer was 
moved to its site west of the house following a 1988 fire. 

The Period I block is a one-story-and-loft log building with a large internal stone 
fireplace and chimneystack. The chimney base is 6 ft deep and 11 feet wide. The dormer 
windows were recent additions in 1974. A polygonal bay window was built on the south 
side. The staircase, not original to the structure, came from a cl670 dwelling known as 
Thomas' Delight on the Eastern Shore. The original access to the loft was described as 
being half staircase and half ladder. 

The center 154 story block is also log construction. This section was built in at least two 
stages that are divided by a chimney. Period II is probably the three bay portion west of 
the chimney. Windows are 6/6 sash. In the 20th century, the lower floor became a dining 
room. The upper floor was said to have had slave quarters that were removed in 1953. 
Period III has no historic windows on the visible south facade. The lower level has been 
used as a kitchen. 

The west end, Period IV, was built about 1800 and rebuilt following an 1840 fire. It is a 
front-gable Greek Revival influenced structure. The three bay facade has an entrance in 
the easternmost bay. An external brick chimney stands on the west eaves side. This 
block has a side-hall plan with a single room on the west end. The second level has two 
bedchambers. The main hall features a floating curved staircase with dolphin scrolls, 
walnut handrails and chestnut balisters. A local artist named LeBlanc painted scenes of 
the Alps in two niches between the first and second floors. 



HISTORY 

According to tradition, the earliest section dates from 1704 and has been described as a 
hunter's cabin. It is a log section with internal stone chimney. The central section has 
been said to date from 1720 and 1740. It is also log and was built in two sections. The 
west end, Period IV, was built about 1800 and rebuilt following an 1840 fire. 

In 1798, Harry Woodward Dorsey (1767-1840) acquired 385.5 acres of tracts known as 
Resurvey on Benjamin Square and Lodowicks Range. He is said to have built a grist mill 
and log house on Great Seneca Creek, just east of Sycamore Hollow, along the present 
Davis Mill Road, north of Huntmaster Road. Dorsey would have built the main block of 
the Sycamore Hollow house. Upon his death in 1840, his property was divided among 
his children. Resources representing the Dorsey-Blunt family are Woodbourne (14/51 
MP, with log section cl 805), and Avalon (14/55 MP). Dorsey deeded the mill property to 
Washington D. Waters to hold in trust for his daughter Harriet, wife of Samuel Blunt. 

Harry's daughter Mary Dorsey Williams Waters inherited the Sycamore Hollow 
property. One of her sons Elisha Owen Williams then owned the property before it was 
acquired by another son Dr. Washington Waters. On the Martenet and Bond map of 
Montgomery County of 1865, Dr. Washington Waters is shown as the owner of the 
Sycamore Hollow house and mill. In 1854, residents petitioned to have established the 
road now known as Davis Mill Road. 

Dr. Washington Waters (d. 1882) served in the Maryland House of Delegates (1854). He 
was one of five County representatives on the Reform State Convention of 1850 and 
1851} He had a daughter Harriet A. who married Nathan Cooke. Their 1863 wedding 
took place "at the home of Dr. Washington Waters, father of the bride".3 His wife was 
West Virginia native and a daughter of Thomas Briscoe. Dr. Waters died in 1882, two 
years after his wife. 

The property was conveyed to Dr. Waters' son, Washington D. Waters. In 1879, 
Washington D. Waters is shown as the owner, with a Professor TMA Sipe residing in the 
house. Waters owned 235 acres in Goshen, including the grist and saw mill that was 
occupied by JS Davis (John Samuel Davis). In 1895, Washington D. Waters placed a 
sales notice for a frame dwelling, log dwelling and mill.4 In 1897, upon the marriage of 
his daughter Hattie Ann to Percy Willson, Washington D. Waters was living in 
Rockville.5 

' Ardith Boggs, Goshen, Maryland: A History and Its People (1994), p5. 
2MacMaster and Hiebert, A Grateful Remembrance, p404. Death notice in Montgomery County Sentinel 
stated that Waters served two terms in the Maryland Senate (March 3, 1882). Genealogical Abstracts, 
pp385-6. Boyds History of Montgomery County Maryland (1879), p68. 
'Montgomery County Sentinel, Dec 18, 1863. Genealogical Abstracts, Montgomery County Historical 
Society, p91. 
4February 1, 1895 notice, in Anne W. Cissel, Abstracts of Buildings and Real Estate in Montgomery 
County, from Newspapers, 1855-1910. Ardith Boggs, History of Goshen, p5. 
'Sentinel, March 19, 1897, Abstracts, p406. 
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The present owners, the Burtons, purchased the property in 1952. 

SUCCESSION OF OWNERS 

Charles Greenbury Griffith 

Harry Woodward Dorsey 

Mary Dorsey Williams Waters 

Elisha Owen Williams 

Dr. Washington Waters 

Washington D. Waters 



Jfc .. /' SYCAMORE HOLLO' ON WILD CAT CUE IK / • </ / '' ' *"' 
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/ • ' 7 \N f iiOiiTGOiJSRY COUJITY, iiARYLAND •> 

\\*' Robert Brooke came to St. Mary's County, Maryland in 1650. To mako the 

trip, lie purchased his won boat and with the hoi? of hie family and servants, 

set sail from England eventually to settle "Delia Brooke" a crovm grant of 

enormous proportion. Throe generations lator Jamos Brooke cane to ..haUis 

now Montgomery County in 1723. His Son, Roger Brooke received a land grant 

of 15>000 acres which oxtended froa Sandy_s -.ring t.n Geraantown, This portion 

known as Sycaiiiore Hollow, was solded bj^Gerard Brooke (%o Harry Woodward Dorsey 

about 1014-1016. Sycamore Hollow has stood in "St, nary's, Prince Georges, 

Frederick and finally Montgomery Counties. 

Trior to the land grant given to Jamoe Brooke this area was settlod by 

squatters and hunters built a one room balcony log cabin. This information 

passed from generation to generation and finally through ilrs. Lillio '..'arfield, 

who died about fifteen years ago while in her upper nineties. The huge fire

place in this first house continues to bring warmth with its burning of five 

foot logs. The stair case you see in this room was removed piece by piece, 

numbered, and reassembled here in 1960, It had originally been a part of 

"Thomas's Delight," a 1670 Thomas Dashiell property on tho Eastern Shore of 

Maryland, It is hand-carved by an'indentured craftsman. 

In 1720, an addition was made, which included tho area of the modern 

kitchen, second floor bed chamber, and a third floor bed chamber. In 17^0, 

another addition was made, which now includes tho present dining room, bed 

chamber, and slave quarters for house slaves. The slave cubicles were removed 

in 1953, About the year 10OO, the fourth addition was made to the house. This 

This is tho largest and tallest portion of the house. The hall opens to nil 

three floors, the great room, two second floor bed chambers, and the third floor 

bed chamber completes this structure. Lightening is purported to have struct 

this section, which burned, and was rebuilt about 10^0. The stairs in this 

section are unsupported, and boast walnut handrails, and chesonut ballistars. 

Dolphin scrolls grace the side of each riser. Fine moldings and a curved win

dow and curved door lend individuality. On the curve of the stair between t:.o 

fir3t and second floors are two niches painted with scenes of the French Alps, 

The artist - a primative painter - was homesick for his beloved mountains, 

lie painted the identical ocenoo In othor homes as far avmy as Bruncv/ick, 

Maryland, His name was LeBlanc, 

After the fire previously mentioned, only one candlelabra remained. It 

may bo seeni hanging in the lower hall. It has seventy-two parts and is hand-
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threaded. Each part had to bo numbered when removed for cleaning. The panel

ing in the great room is of Honduras Mahogany and the floors are made of wal

nut an inch and a half thick, Medallions in the ceiling lend character to 

both the great room and the lower hall. The candlelabra for the fjreat room 

:iust have boen destroyed by the fire and was never replaced. Lightening again 

took its toll in 196C when., the entire third floor of this soction was dova- -. 

stated by fire, snoko, and water. Groat smoke daiuago was done to the hall. 

In I960, the lines of the early one room deep Maryland telecope house were 

altered as unobstrusively as possible, A rear wing was added to give utility 

to the twentieth century way of life. This wing contains a glassed porch, 

powder room, laundry, work room, storage area, and parage. The house is 105 

feet long, three stories high, and - between two separate attics and ono third 

floor room on the upper level, and two baee:.;ent rooms on the lower — there 

are seventeen different levels! All this proves split level houses are no 

new innovation! 

In tracing the history of this home from 1?04 approximately to 1973 — a g* 

total of 269 years, we feel a lot of water haa flowed beneath tho hill through 

peaceful "ild Cat Creek, On occaosion about once every twenty months or 00, 

the ,/ild Cat rages and does overflow it banks, The^ flood plains have always 

absorbed this run off except for three severe storms in the past one hundred 

years. 

It is the desire of the Maryland Capitol Parle and Planning Commission to 

build a high dam. This would put Sycamore Hollow and six other historic sites 

under water. Five early homes in excellent condition will go beneath water if 

this dam is built to present Park and Planning recommendations. In addition to 

this great loss which cannot be retrieved historically, there are a total of 

thirty-two hones also to go beneath a lake of tremendous depth, 

A petition requesting your signature has been prepared. Its purpose is 

to join with "Citizens United To Save The Valleys Of Wild Cat, Seneca, and 

Goshen" Site 6, 

Your efforts will be of great aid in saving these beautiful valleys and 

their historic spots for posterity. The land is our numbor one resource. The 

wildlife in this very watershed is beautifully established and the ecology M 

should not be disturbed. Which reminds me of what the preacher seems always 

to say to tho bride and groom — "What God hath put together - lot no man 

put asunder," , 
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v/e hope you have enjoyed sharing these moments with us 

and we thank each of you for being the guest of the Forest 

Oak Chapter, As you tour these valleys, follow the big Q 

symbols. They will lead you to places of historic interest. 

All historic sites will be wearing a bright red ribbon - all 

homes stated to go beneath water or land take a big black 

ribbon. 

Enjoy your tour through V/ild Cat, Seneca, and Goshen 

Valleys - remembering - that Goshen is the land of milk and 

honey. If you are so inclined to agree that the area should be 

spared, please write to Governor Marvin Handel or our County 

Council Members NOV.' and ask that SITE 6 on the Seneca 'Tatershed 

be further- studied as to other alternatives*. 

HAPPY QUESTINGlii 

Mary Sheppard Burton 

ADDRESSES: 

Governor Marvin Handel 
Executive Office 
State Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 

County Council Members: 
Mr, William Sher, President 
County Office Building 
100 South Perry Street 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Ida Mae Garrott 
Elizabeth Scull 
Norman Christ eller 
Neil ?otter 
Sidney Kramer 
Dickraa Hoveepian 
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14/52 SYCAMORE HOLLOW 

Notice 
The planimetnc. property, and topographic information shown on this map is based on 
copvnthted Map Products from Montgomery County Department of Park and Planning 
of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Plannine Commission, and may not be copi'ed 
ot reproduced without permission from M-NCPPC" Propem lines are complied b> 
adiustinp the property lines to topoeraphy created from aerial photographv and 
should not be interpreted as actual field surveys Planimetnc feature? were compiled 
from I 14400 scale aerial photography using stereo pbotogrammetnc methods 
This map is created from a variety of data sources, and ma> not reflect the most current 
condmons in any one location and may not be completely accurate or up to date All maps 
features are approximately within five feet of their true location This map may not be the 
same as a map of the same area plotted at an earlier rime as die data is continuously updated 
Use of this map. othet than for general planning purposes is not recommended 
Copyright (21 §98 
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M," 14-52 Dr. Washington Waters House 
21600 Davis Mill Road 

4-24-2003 
Anne Fothergill 

D:photofiles/14-52 
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NOTE TO FILE 

Historic Sites Research and/or Photography 
By Clare Lise Kelly, M-NCPPC 
Formerly Clare Lise Cavicchi 
301-563-3402 

5-2009 



MO: 14-52 
Dr. Washington Waters House (Sycamore Hollow Farm) 
21600Davis Mill Road 
Germantown, Montgomery County 
Germantown Quad 






