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RIGGS (SAMUEL) FAMILY BURYING GROUND AT PLEASANT HILL,
BROOKEVILLE
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Directions: Route 97 North, Georgia Avenue. [A.D.C. Map: Montgomery, i?j’ gﬂg -

/r page 16, grid coordinates C-7.] Condition of cemetery: Unknown. Inactive : § R

Z cemetery. Earliest known death: 1807. Most recent death: 1906. Famous §\ 1\

¢ person interred: Samuel Riggs. Veterans interred: Revolutionary Vet. and ‘ §\ < B
other wars vets. Records not transcribed. Author: John Beverley Riggs. << >
Title: The Riggs Family of Maryland, pages 158-159. Publisher: The Lo.rd g\
Baltimore Press, Baltimore, MD, 1939. Comments: Orndorff family
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removed and reinterred at Rockville Cemetery before 1912.
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RIGGS FAMILY BURYING GROUND

Directions: Adjoins the Central Union Mission Farm, located among a
grave of tall spruce trees. [A.D.C. Map: Montgomery.} C(?ndltlon of
zemetery: Overgrown and vandalized. Inactive cemetery. Efn'hest known
death: 1829. Most recent death: 1893. Records not transcribed.
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Leonard Becraft and Cornelis deKlievit are worried that vandals or development will damage the gravesite of |

the wellknown Riggs family.

Residents want
to preserve Riggs
family cemetery

by Terri Hogan
Staff Writer

Nestled away in a grove of towering
pine trees in Brookeville lies a small
farmuly gravesite where members of the
wustrious Riggs family were buried
over 200 years ago.

several community residents, along
wilh a descendant of the Riggs family,
wanl to make sure the stte i1s preserved

Preserving the past for the future

and maintained. -

After having remained undisturbed
for decades, the graves have fallen vic-
tim to the recent development of the
Brookeville Farms community. Al-
though the site of the graves is desig-
nated as common area and is some-
what removed from the nearest home,
there is a sharp contrast between what
was once an isolated farm spawning
1,000 acres to the present-day subdivi-
sion of 64 new homes.

Because the construction on the ex-

tension of Bordly Drive is expected fo .

begin this summer, what was once a se-
cluded resting place will soon be sub-
jected to increased traffic and increased
vulnerabulity.
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A rich history

In September of 1751, John Riggs of
Anne Arundel County purchased the
tract known as Bordley’s Choice.

Although Thomas Riggs never
lived there, he sent his five sons —
Thomas, John, James, Samuel and El-
isha — to establish the property that
later became known as Pleasant Hill,

Samuel Riggs, bom in 1740, married
Amelia Dorsey in 1767 and built Pleas-
ant Hill, the oldest Riggs family home
in Brookeville.

Samuel Riggd, who fought in the
American Revolution in Zadok A. Ma-

gruder’s Montgomery County Militia,
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See Graves, page A-13
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had seven sons and five daughters.

Following his death in 1814, his es-
tate was divided among his sons.
some  remained in Montgomery
County, whule others settled else-
where.

blisha Riggs, born at Pleasant Hill
i L7729, tounded Riggs National Bank
n Washington, D.C.

Remus Riggs, the youngest son of

samuel, inherited Pleasant Hill and:

lved there until his death in 1867. His
son William was the last of hus family
to be buned at Pleasant Hill. His
daughters, Florence and Margaret,
>0ld the property in 1913,

several members of the Riggs
tamily are buried at the family’s
gravesite, including Samuel and

Amelia and many of their descen-
dants.

Preserving the past

When Cornelis deKievit pur-
chased his home in Brookeville
Farms, he inquired about the area’s
history. After learning that several
members of the Riggs’ family were
buried nearby, he set out to the
gravesites.

“I walked all over the community
before 1 finally came across the
gravesites,” he said.

Although pleased to have located
the bunal sites, he was disturbed to
sce evidence of vandalism, including
overturned headstones and what ap-

ared to be digging.
P “I'm concerxglge? Z:t’hat with nearby
development that these monuments
are in serious danger of being dis-
turbed,” deKievit said. “I believe that

we should do what we can to pre-
serve the site.”

Local historian Leonard Becraft
shares the concern of deKievit.

“l first saw this gravesite 25 years
apo, and have been concerned about
it and others nearby ever since,” he
said. “Thus 1s just too important to let
bulldozers run over it.”

Becraft, whose family lived at
Greenwood, the property that ad-
joined Bordley’s (ghoice, for several
generations, fears that the area’s his-
toric integrity 1s being lost.

“The developers come in and
change everythung,” he said. “The

- -

Gazette Community News

only references to the past are Riggs
Court and Bordly Drive, which they
musspelled.”

Samuel Riggs IV, whose great-

great-great-grandfather Samuel and -

great-great-grandfather Reuben are
both buried at Pleasant Hill, says
that although he has no legal rights
to the property, he hopes that it will
be preserved.

“It is important to preserve it be-
cause these were some of the earli-
est settlers in the area,” Riggs IV
said. “l have not been there In
years, but I am upset to hear that
someone has been digging up
there. I don’t care who is buried
there, no one should disturb a
cemetery.”

Riggs IV, 81, maintains a wealth
of knowledge about his ancestors.

Although some assumed that
small, unmarked headstones might
mark the graves of slaves, Riggs
said that slaves would not have
been buried at the same location as
the family, although they were
highly regarded.

He has a photocopy of his great-
great-great-grandfather’s will, be-
queathing property, livestock and

—

A close-up of
some of the old
graves of the
Riggs family on
what is now the
Brookeville
Farms commu-
nity. Some of
the graves date
back over 200
years.

Darwin Weigeal/
The Gazelte

miscellaneous possessions to his
survivors, and stating that all of his
slaves were to be freed once they
reached a certain age.
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ut vandals. s
keeg A?lthough there does seem to be , *?&%
interest, the association has not | A e
agreed to do anything yet,” said
O'Laughlin, the former homeowners
association president. “However, |

Assuming responsibiity

Lnfortunately, because 1t 1s not on
ne Montgomery County tax map

and has not been placed on the His-
o Preservation Commuttee’s Loca-
Jon Atlas, the county assumes no re-
punsibiity for preserving or main-

aining: the cemetery.
According to Michele Naru, a
ner with the Maryland-National

c tal 2

apity Park and Planning Comumis-
son, Pleasant Hill is part ot the group
L Uney sites that s currently going
Drough the designation process.

“Because there is no remains ot the
building, the statt is recommending
emoval ot this site ot the Location

vlas she said "Any protections tor
cetnetery will be covered under
Miaryiand laws.”

Lhose taws protect all cemeteries
rrom vandalism, undawful removal ot
numan remains, illegal looting and
other desecrating acts.

both deKievit and Becraft would
Ahe fo seC someone or some organi-

ion take responsibility for restor-
1 and preserving the site.

erievit and fellow Brookeville
cartie resident John O'Laughlin
voudd ke to see their homeowners

ssoclation take on the  project.
JeRievit suggests clearing out the
dea and erecting an ron fence to

T e———— B
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-
A I
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am personally very intercsted in
doing, something.”

O'Laughlin does have some con-
cerns, however, that raising aware-
ness of the site may lead to turther
vandalism.

“We've had a lot of discussions
about calling attention to it, because
most people don't know it ts there,”
he said. “However, 1 do think we
need to do somethung, and [ tear that
we are running out of time thus year
because once the bramble grows in,
there is not much we can do.”

O’Laughlin said he has had dis-
cussions with Montgomery County,
Pepco, who owns the nght-ol-way

i3 adjacent to the cemetery, and the Cen-

tral Union Mission, whose property 1s

B8 adjacent.

“Basically, the county didn’t want
to negotiate with Pepco, and neither
want the responsibility of maintain-
ing the site,” he said. “"However, the
tolks at Central Union Mission said
they were intrigued by it, and would
be interested in working with us.”
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