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There are a number of tombstones with inscriptions-mostly 
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One of the very few old family cemeteries remaining in the 
heavily-developed, suburban area. Most sites were bulldozed or 
fell into ruins. The Shoemakers were Quakers, who emigrated 
to Mont. Co. from Philadelphia. During the Civil War, Fort 
Mansfield was located here as part of the defenses of Washington. 
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FAMILY BURYING GRvUNDS 
in 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

by 
Linda Layman 

·I NT RO DUCT I ON 

The settler, going into a new area, had many problems. Among them was a neces
for providing a place to bury members of his household. 

The usual practice was for a landowner to set aside a small plot for this pur
~"'pose. This was near the homestead, often in a small grove of trees. It would be 

·~ fenced in and beautified with evergreens, box bushes and the like. 

Not only members of the owner's family would be buried here, but also members of 
families working on the farm, including, in many cases, slaves. The grave of a mem
ber of the owner's family would usually be marked by a formal headstone on which was 
recorded the name, dates of birth and death, and sometimes names of parents of the 
deceased. Graves of non-family members might have their graves marked merely by a 

~simple field stone with no inscription. 

Such family burying plots often continued to be used as long as the original 
family occupied the farm. A few have continued In use up to recent times. 
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John Query arrived at Philadelphia on the ship HALIFAX from Germany before 1752. 
In that year he took the Oath of Allegiance to England. Query came from Berk's 

: County, Pennsylvania, to Montgomery County, Maryland. A deed from Samuel Boone of 
·Frederick County to Nicholas Query is dated May 8, 1779, and refers to property 

called "Maiden's Bo.ver' 1
, 

11Montrose 11 and "Resurvey of Rich Meadow 11
• This was the site 

ofa grist mill operated by Nicholas Query. His will was probated at Rockville in 
1788 and mentions his wife, Margaret, two sons, Daniel and Henry, and five sisters. 
By 1865, judging from the Martenet and Bond map, the Query family had disappeared 
from Montgomery County. 

HOLLAND FAMILY 

The burying ground of this family is on the family estate, Prospect Hill, on the 
road from Brookeville to Brighton. 

Inscriptions on the grave stones: 

J. R. Holland, born Sept. 3, 1877; died Apr. I ' 1878 
M. L. Holland, born Sept. 1 ' 1880; died Apr. 29' 1882 
J. T. Holland, born Jan. 12' 1833; died July 28, 1911 
A 1 i ce Ho 11 and, wife of J.<T. Holland; born Sept. 23, 1841; died 

· Dec. 1 ' 1891 
Charles Holland, born I 79 6 ; d i e d Ap r. 29' 1850 
Nancy Holland, born 1805; died Feb. 28, 1876 

John and James Holland came from England to Maryland in the mid 1700 1 s. John 
bui It Prospect Hi 11 on the road from Brookeville to Brighton about 1750. This home 
was a chapel of worship in its early days. The Hawlings River is supposed to have 
b~en called originally the Hollands River, named for that family. 

. ·~ The next o.vner of Prospect Hill was Charles Holland, son of John, and his wife, 
;'Nancy Griffith, from the adjoining property, Fair View. Charles and Nancy had a son, 
:James Thomas Holland, who married Alice Linthicum. James Thomas inherited Fair View 
and Prospect Hill. They made Prospect Hill their home. Their daughter, Annie, mar
ried Samuel Owings in 1896 and she inherited Prospect Hill. The property was next 
left to Alice Owings, the daughter of Samuel and Annie Holland Owings. Alice became 
the wife of Guy Holland Wood. 

SHOEMAKER FAMILY 

, This cemetery is between Jamestow~ Court anq Allen Road, just off Western Ave-
nue (area of Yorktown Vi 1 lage and Westmoreland Hi 1 ls). 

Tombstone inscriptions: 

Jesse Shoemaker, born Dec. 6, 1815; died Dec. 14, 1887 
Jesse, Jr., son of Jesse and Elizabeth A. Shoemaker; born Sept. 

18, 1844; died Dec. 12, 1891 
John, husband of Margaret A. and son of Jesse and Elizabeth Shoe

maker; born Sept. 8, 1842; died Apr. 11, 1887 
Elizabeth E., wife of George Shoemaker; born Dec. 25, 1859; died 

June 15, 1906 

I~ 
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(There were several other graves and footstones in the cemetery 
but they do not bear the family name of Shoemaker.) 

. There are seven Shoemaker families listed on the 1865 map of Montgomery County. 
'A]l are descendants of Samuel Shoemaker, who came to Montgomery County, Maryland, 
from Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, in 1819. His ancestors, who were Quakers, had 

· Hved in Pennsylvania since 1683. Samuel purchased 102 acres of land which includes 
the present developments of Yorktown Vi 1 lage and Westmoreland Hi 1 ls in the Bethesda 
·~tea near the District Line. Samuel's sons bought additional land, most of which was 
'along Western Avenue. His will names eight sons and one daughter. In his will 
Samuel dedicates the family graveyard which is located just north of where the old 
home s toed. 

In 1878, Jesse Shoemaker, a son of Samuel, lived in the home place. 

CRABB FAMILY 
', ,JI';.~ 

' The Crabb family plot is located a few hundred yards east of the Rockville to 
Gaithersburg road junction with Derwood Road. 

Tombstone inscriptions: 

General Jeremiah Crabb died Feb. 19, 1800; age 40 
Elizabeth Ridgely Crabb, wife of General Jeremiah Crabb; born Aug. 

10~ 1764; died 1828; age 64 
Susan R. England, 1832 - 1899 
Thomas H. England, 1834 - 1919 
Harriet V. England, 1838 - 1925 
Henry C. England, 1840 - 1891 · 
Mary England, 1843 - 1923 
Thomas. Worthi·ngton Howard died July 29, 1818 
Elizabeth Ridgely (Howard) [wife of Thomas Worthington Howard; 

daughter of Gen. Jeremiah Crabb], died Nov. 8, 1821 
Emily England, wife of John G. England, died Jan. 18, 1851; age 38 
Phi lemon Griffith died Oct. 8, 1873; age 80 
Sarah G. Griffith died Apr. 27, 1862; age 68 

Captain Henry Wright Crabb was a prominent man in the early settlement of this 
" county •. When the people of the Scotch settlement on the Potomac River at Rock Creek 
/'decided to lay out a town about 1751, they petitioned the Assembly and a commission 
>'consisting of Henry Wright Crabb, John Needham, John Clagett, James Perrie, Samuel 

Magruder, 111, Josias Beal 1 and David Lynn were authorized to do so. This town was 
·.ca 11 ed Georgetown. 

_,.On April 10, 1753, a patent was granted to Crabb for ~,085 acres. This he named 
·PRes'urvey on Va lent i ne 's Ga rden 11

• It 1 ay between what was to become .. Rock vi 11 e and 
Gaithersburg at Derwood. The family cemetery is located on this tract. 

Jeremiah Crabb, the son of Henry Wright Crabb, was born in 1760. During the 
-. Revolution he entered the Army as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 1st Maryland Regiment. On 

December 15, 1777, he was promoted to 1st Lieutenant. In 1778, he resigned from the 
"'Service because of ill health. He had suffered the privations of the winter at 

Valley Forge. At the close of the war, he received a commission as General from 
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