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MONTGOMERY COUNTY CEMETERY INVENTORY REVISITED 

BURIAL SITE INFORMATION 
Name:  Musser Family Cemetery Inventory ID:  043 

Alternate name:  Graff Family Cemetery 

Address:  12811 Clopper Road, Germantown 

Website:  http://www.musserfamily.com/ 

GPS coordinates:  Latitude:  39.157276 Longitude:  -77.266007 

FindaGrave:  https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2340977 

BURIAL SITE TYPE 
Category:  Religious  Community  Family  African American  Other: 

BURIAL SITE EVALUATION 
Setting/location description:  Rural  Urban  Suburban  Wooded  Other: 

General condition (See conditions sheet):  Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor  None 

Is there a formal entrance?  Yes  No Accessibility:  Inaccessible  By foot  By car 

Is cemetery active (recent burials)?  Yes  No Is there a cemetery sign:  Yes  No 

Is cemetery being maintained?  Yes  Minimal  No   (If yes, note caretaker’s name below) 

Are there visible markers?  Yes  No Approximate number of  
burials/visible markers:  5 Date ranges:  1823–? 

Description:  (markers, materials, arrangement, landscaping/vegetation, fence, paths and roads, etc.) 

• Surrounded by a gas station and townhomes with a retaining wall on three sides.

• Only field stones are visible.

• A new sign on Mateny Rd was placed by descendants. Some names found in the MHT form were omitted.

• The original 1988 sign placed by the Germantown Citizens Association with the entire list has been removed.

BURIAL SITE CONTACT 
Name:  Seneca Hills Homeowners Association, Inc. 

Management:  Tidewater Property, 12200 Tech Road, Suite 325, Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Address:  Phone:   

City:   State:   ZIP Code:   

BURIAL SITE SURVEYOR 
Name:  Susan Soderberg Survey Date:  3/18/2018 Time spent:  30 min 

Address:   Phone:   

Email:   

Photographer:  Susan Soderberg 

COMMENTS 
Suggestions for follow-up: 

• Contact family for maintenance schedule:  Barbara Collins  barbaraacollins@gmail.com

Safety issues, invasive vegetation removal, fence removal/restoration, signage, trash, erosion, vandalism: 

• Due to location behind a gas station and overgrown landscaping, high probability of illegal or illicit activities

• Trash and broken glass

Anything of significance about this cemetery? 

• Both black and white citizens are buried in this cemetery. Very unique for the time. First in county and state.

SOURCES 
Cite sources used and resources available: 

• Montgomery Historic Trust document – no longer on file.

• Germantown Historical Society

• Barbara Collins – Family genealogist, website, and point-of-contact

https://www.montgomerypreservation.org/historic-cemeteries/
http://www.musserfamily.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2340977
mailto:soderberg@md.net
mailto:barbaraacollins@gmail.com
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Montgomery County Cemetery Inventory 
Photograph Log 

Cemetery Name:  Musser Family Cemetery Inventory ID:  043 

Photographer:  Susan Soderberg Date:  3/18/2018 

Time Photo No. Description and direction you are facing 
(Ex: detail of wall around Carr plot facing North) 

 1 Approach to Mateny Rd from Clopper Rd, facing north-east 

 2 Cemetery entrance on Mateny Rd, facing north 

 3 Cemetery entrance on Mateny Rd, facing east 

 4 Approach to the cemetery, facing east 

 5 Cemetery sign along Mateny Rd. 

 6 Center of cemetery, facing north 

 7 Center of cemetery, facing south 

 8 Panoramic from west to north to east 

 9 Panoramic from east to south to west 

 

 

1. Approach to Mateny Rd from Clopper Rd, facing north-east 
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2. Cemetery entrance on Mateny Rd, facing north 

 

 

3. Cemetery entrance on Mateny Rd, facing east 

 

https://www.montgomerypreservation.org/historic-cemeteries/


 

MONTGOMERY PRESERVATION INC 
P.O. Box 4661   |   Rockville, Maryland 20849-4661   |   www.montgomerypreservation.org 

 

4. Approach to the cemetery, facing east 

 

5. Cemetery sign along Mateny Rd. 
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6. Center of cemetery, facing north 

 

 

7. Center of cemetery, facing south 
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8. Panoramic from west to north to east 

 

 

9. Panoramic from east to south to west 
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MussER CeMETERY

Clopper Road, Germantown, Montgomery Co.,  MD

There are no tombstones, just rocks that mark the graves. The cemetery is surrounded by
trees and bushes

and is kept up pretty nice although it appears to be a place where kids must gather to sit,
dr ink and

vandalize (especial ly the historical marker). There must be a lot of upkeep just to keep up
with trash, etc. left by whomever - it was pretty clean today. This is located right in the

corner
of the parking lot in front of the Weis grocery store in Cinnamon Woods on Clopper Road.

There is
now a brand new 7-11 which is on the other side. Not many people even realize this is a

cemetery
...  Donna Guiffre | 17 Nov 2OO1

This l itt le family plot was once on the farm belonging to Will iam Musser. It contains the remains
of some of the Musser family and servants, and also of an earlier family named Graff.

Only one tombstone is legible, that of Isaac Cox. The others are mainly marked by raw fieldstones
with no visible inscriptions. In the early days of Germantown, when it was just a l itt le farming
vil lage, f ieldstones were commonly used for marking graves. Gravestones were very expensive
and, since there were no craftsmen of tombstones in the area, gravestones had to be bought in
Georgetown and brought up by wagon.

Will iam Musser came to Germantown from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, as the leader of a
group of migrating Germans in 1832. Will iam had one son, Henry. Henry married, inherited the
farm, and had one son, Henry Marcellus ("Porter") Musser, and two daughters. Henry's wife died
young and Henry himself died in 1890 when his son was quite son. Henry Marcellus was brough
up by the George Nicholls family who lived on Hoyles Mill Road. Henry Musser's daughters stayed
on the farm and one was a local school teacher. When Henry Marcellus grew up he returned to
live on his father's farm with his sisters unti l the early 193O's.

The Musser farm covered most of the area that "Cinnamon Woods" occupies today. Though now
the original house, which burned in 1935, and barn, and even the log cabin are gone, the
cemetery remains to remind us of a people who lived here before. Those buried here were a
brave and hardy stock breaking new ground and starting a new life here in Germantown.

GRAFF, Andrew
Died June 13, t827

CROMWELL, Comfort

HENDER.SON, Sarah

GRAFF, L. Gustavus

CLOPPER,  John C. l  neouuno

MUSSER, Sarah l \nn
Born  1814

GRAFF, Jane

I MussER, Susan JaneIMUSSER,  Wi l l iam
I Born 1808

GRAFF, George
Died Dec 10 ,  1823

t
HENDERSON,  James

I of 2

Sarah le.  xenornsoN's chird icAssAwAy chird loouer-as, Godschat l

1U912017,9.27 AM

j  BECKIEY,
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Made  ava i l ab le  t o  The  USGENWEB Arch i ves  by :  Donna  Gu i f f r e  l gu i f f r e@gma i l . com)

For  i nqu i r i es  abou t  t h i s  o r  any  MD cemete r ies /bu r ia l s  o r  t o  submi t  a  t ransc r ip t i on  to  th i s
Project

contact  the MD Tombstone Transcr ip t ion Pro ject  Manager :  Kath i  Jones-Hudson
mdcemmy@yahoo.cOm

Th is  page  was  l as t  upda ted  Janua ry  30 ,  2OO5
Copyr ight  O 1997-20O5 USGenWeb Tombstone Project  and Kath i  Jones-Hudson

USGENWEB NOTICE :  A l l  documen ts  p l aced  i n  t he  Uscenweb  A rch i ves  rema in  t he  p rope r t y  o f  t he
con t r i bu to r s ,  who  re ta i n  pub l i ca t i on  r i gh t s  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  US  Copv r i gh t  Laws  and  Regu la t i ons .

I i i  l t cep ino  y , ' i t h  ou r  po l i c y  o f  p rov i d i ng  f r ee  i n f o rma t i on  on  t he  I n te rne t ,  t hese  documen ts  may  be  r r l cd  ny
a f r yone  f o r  t he i r  pe r sona l  r esea rch .  They  may  l l e  used  by  non -commerc ia l  en t r t i e s ,  when  v r r i t t en
pe rm iss i on  i s  ob ta i ned  f r om the  con t r i bu to r ,  so  l ong  as  a l l  no t i ces  and  subm i t t e r  i n f o rma t i on  a re  i nc l uded .
These  e l ec t r on i c  pages  may  NOT be  rep roduced  i n  any  f o rma t  f o r  p ro f i t ,

Any  o the r  use ,  i nc l ud ing  copy ing  f i l e s  t o  o the r  s i t es ,  r equ i r es  pe rm iss i on  f r om the  con t r i bu to r s  PR IOR to
up load ing  t o  t he  o the r  s i t es .  The  subm i t t e r  has  g i ven  pe rm iss i on  t o  t he  USG€nweb  A rch i veg  t o  s t o re  t he
f i l e  pe rmanen t l y  f o r  f r ee  access .

http://wrvrv.rootsrveb.com/.-usgenweb/md/montgornery/tsimagesihistoric/musser.htmlt0t7 t2005



Re: Musser burial ground

Subject :  Re:  Musser  bur ia l  ground

From: Susan Coo ke Soderberg <sod erberg@ md. net>
Date: 4/29/2OL4 11:02 AM
To: Webmaster <webmaster@ m usserfami ly.com>

Thank you for  the cLean-up.  My in fonmat ion fon the s ign came fnom a Manyland
Histonica l  Trust  (MHT) form probably  dat ing fnom the 1970s.  I  have at tached the fonm
and a lso a newspaper  ant ic le  I  wrote in  1-986.  As you can see,  the Isaac Cox tombstone
was  the re  a t  t ha t  t ime .

We would be happy to  do ora l  h is ton ies.  We do audio on1y,  wi th  s t i l l  photos,  and
tnansc r ibe  as  we  ge t  vo lun teens  to  do  i t .  Jus t  con tac t  me  to  se t  up  a  p lace  and  t ime .

S u s a n
Susan Cooke Sodenberg
1 9 3 1 3  L i b e r t y  M i I I  R d .
Genmantown, MD 20874
h)  301, -e72-O79s
c ) 301- -  814- 5048
On 4 /27 /2014 5 :52  PM,  Webmaster  wnote :
r  H i  S u s a n ,

l

i  Yes  we had a  " fami ly  g raveyard"  c leanup day  and pu t  up  the  new s ign .  We
,  h a u l e d  a w a y  a  t n e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  o f  t r a s h ,  a n d  o n e  t h e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r ' s
r  b u s i n e s s  t o o k  d o w n  a  d e a d  t r e e .  T h e  o l d  s i g n  w a s  v a n d a l i z e d  a n d  t h e
I  deve loper  had i t  and was tny ing  to  dec ide  how to  f i x  i t .  We to ld  them not
I  to  wor ry  about  the  o ld  s ign  because i t  con ta ined enrors .

r  I  am g lad  I  heard  fnom you because we had tn ied  to  f ind  ou t  who pu t  up  the
i  o r ig ina l  s ign  and where  you go t  the  in fo rmat ion .

'  Yes ,  the  deve lopen does  want  to  pneserve  the  ground,  and has  p lans  fo r  more
;  f e n c e s  a n d  a  b e n c h  a n d  l a n d s c a p i n g .  M y  c o n t a c t  a t  B e a z e r  w a s  T i m o t h y
:  H a r t m a n  < t i m o t h y . h a r t m a r r f p b e a z e r . c o m > .  H e  m i g h t  b e  a b t e  t o  t e l I  y o u  w h a t  t h e
,  p l a n s  a n e  f o n  t h e  6 '  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l .

i  You probab ly  a lneady  have th is ,  bu t  here  is  the  p lans  fon  the  deve lopment ;

1 l r t t O : l l w w w . m o n t g o q r e n y p l a n n i n g b n a r d . o r g / a g e n d a l 2 O 1 - 2 l d o c u n 1 e n t s 1 2 O l 2 O 7 1 6  G e r m a n
i  t o w n P a n k . p d f

r  Do you have anyone tha t  takes  ora l  h is to r ies?  I  th ink  tha t  wouLd be  a  good
:  i d e a  a s  t h e r e  a n e  o n l y  3  c h i l d r e n  o f  H e n r y  M a r c h e l l u s  M u s s e n  l e f t .
l

r  B a r b
i

:

r  - - - - -On ig i na l  Message - - - - -
;  From: Susan Cooke Sodenbeng In la i l to lso,derberg@rnd.net ]
:  Sent :  Sunday,  Apci l  27,  2OL4 LO:05 AM
:  To :  Mussen  Fami l y
;  Cc :  E la ine  Huey ;  Ka th ie  Hu1 ley ;  Kanen  Mason ;  C laude t te  Gene ty
;  Sub jec t :  Musse r  bun ia l  gnound

I  He11o ,
:  t  am the pres ident  o f  the Germantown Histor ica l  Society  (GHS),  and a lso the

L o f Z 4/30/20L41L;33 AIt{



Re: Musser burial ground

,  penson responsib le fon the or ig ina l  s ign in  the Musser  fami ly  bunia l  gnound
at  the connen of  Cloppen Rd.  & Mateny Rd.  (as pnesident  o f  the Genmantown

I  C i t i zens  Assoc ia t i on ) .  The  Genman town  H is to r i ca l  Soc ie t y  i s  pa r t l y
,  nesponsib le fon the cunnent  pnesenvat ion of  the bur ia l  gnound wi th  the

present  development ,  by being in  contact  wi th  the developen and making sune
,  that  the bunia l  ground would be pnesenved and the upkeep p laced unden the
:  homeowners  assoc ia t i on .
j

:  I  v i s i t e d  t h e  b u n i a l  g n o u n d  t h i s  m o n n i n g  t o  c h e c k  o n  i t ,  a s  w e  d o
,  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  a n d  s a w  t h a t  y o u n  g n o u p  h a s  p u t  u p  a  n e w  s i g n .  T h i s  p l e a s e d  m e
, i m m e n s e l y  a s  t h e  o l d  s i g n  n e e d e d  t o  b e  n e p l a c e d .  I t  l o o k s  a s  i f  t h e
:  deve lopment  i s  pnesenv ing  the  bur ia l  g round,  bu t  the  ear th  de f in i te ly  needs
r  to  be  shoned up  on  two s ides  whene thene is  a  5 '  sheer  embankment .  Do you
I  know i f  the  deve lopen is  go ing  to  pu t  a  s tone wa l . l .  thene,  o r  a  gent le  gnassy
,  s l o p e l
:
' T h e  G H S  (  w w w , g e r r n a n t o w n m d h i s t o r y , o r g  )  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  a  p a n t  o f  y o u n
i  g roup and par t i c ipa te  in  whatever  way oun organ iza t ion  cou ld  be  o f  va lue  to
I  youn ongan iza t ion .  We keep an  arch ives  o f  fami ly  reconds o f  Genmantown
r  fami l ies ,  photographs ,  and memonab i l ia .  P lease le t  us  know how we can be  o f

m u t u a L  a s s i s t a n c e .

,  S u s a n

Susan Cooke Soderbeng
L 9 3 1 3  L i b e n t y  M i t l  R d .
Genmantown, MD 20874

:  h )  30L-972-@795
I  c )  30L-8L4-5048
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