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Location: 12811 Clopper Road, Germantown. Ths farm 1s betussen

Cld Mateney Road and New Mateney noad, on the east side

of Clopper Road. The barn is within 25" of lateney Road,

on a rise about 400' from Clecprer Toad. The cemstery

ad joins Mateney Rcad 100' from Clopper.

The barn is comparatively small, about 25' x 30'. The fcundation,

of fieldstone, 13 nuch larger in area than the present structure,
indicating thaet this 1s probably not the original barn. There are

hard-hewn rock cak logs in the bettom. Alfred W. 3pates, th= owner,
estimates the raising of the present barn at not long after the Civil
war. A gtone block with the inscription "william Xusser 1857" existed
untll a few years ago but was erroncsously broksn up. Possibly thi
date was the construction of the first ba‘“. The condition of th
srezent structure is fair. It is still in use to house livesuocx.

The cemetery is part of a vasture and 1s somewhzat overgrown.
Mosgt of the markers are raw fileldstones without visible inccription.
The attached sheet is a plan of the gravsyard. The condition of ths
slte 1s poor but the animals serve to keep vegetation in cneck.

Also on the property is a Warga well, 8' in diamete“ by BE2° deep.
It hnas no curcing. Ths level of water in this well remains at a
constant 2z ' deuth.

There was formerly a springhouse supolied from ths overflow frem

a nydraulic ram, about § mile from the house, and anotuer sorlna on
the oroperty. In the fleld west of the housz tunsre was at one tlime
cabin near the gite of which Mr. Spates found a glasz oval piece us
to start fires.

The original owner, William Musser, came to this area from Lancastzar
Coanty, P@nnsylvuria, as tihe leadsr of a grougp of migrating ZErTani.
In 1832 he and William Crozwell purchased ten acres with tuildinzs
from John Gassaway; in 1383& he acguired 177% acres I{ron willlam Cromwell
in addition to Cromwell's claim to the Gassovway land. William Masser
g 1855 Martenst and Ecnd

cccupancy of this proverty is notsd on th
and the 1878 G.M. Hopkins maps of Montgomery County. e had one somn,
Henry, who dizd in the 1830's, leaving %two daughters and a vary young
son, Zenry Ma“celluo ("Perter") Musser. The farm was occudisd for
sonm2 years by William Musser's daughbters, at least one o whom W=3

a lc ca; schoolteacher. Henry Marcellus Muisser, bro ght up alfter ails
father's death by the George Nicholls T
occupnied the house until the eariy 1950

”

S The orﬂzin;¢ farmn

. macuss
curned in July 1935. In the same year JAifred W. Spates cqu'red ths
oroperty at auction. He still retains five acres cn wnich itnes Tulldin
and cemetery stand, and plans to move the barn and preﬁerv the cemeta

Sources: Mzdeline " Nicholls &69-1£90
Alfred W. 3pates 349-2241
Dorsey Vlaters g§7z-1132

Madeline Waters 9372-1132

nesearche Geraldine Eerkman
5813 Lone Cak Dr.
Zetnesda, M 20014
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Augsser Barn and Cemetery (Alfred W. Spates)
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