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.V.i.ARYLJ\ND HISTORICAL TRUS'l' WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL P~..RKS SERVICE 

Sundown Hills Farm 

CITY OR TO\'IN: 

Laytonsville 
STATE 
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·· 1 

ICA~T~y land 

CATEGORY 
(Check On.,) 

0 District [!I Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 
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0
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rEJ Private 0 In Proc:us 0 Unoccupi•d 0 Restricted 

0 " '- 0 B · C ·~ ~ 0 Unrestrict·ed I 0 Ohjei:t ooln "'"'1 onuo..reo 0 Pres1Porv,.tion wrn'kl . 
in 1u·o9ress Kill No 

PRESENT USE (Che~~." or Mon •• Appr&pr/,.te) ------·--------1 
K1 Agri c:u It uro I 0 Gove.rnment 0 Pork 

0 Comnlf;rciol 0 lnd.,striol GJ Privet" Re~i<.l.,nce 

O Tro1uport.:.tion 0 Comment$ I 
0 Other (Sp;eclfy) 

0 Edui:otlonol 0 Milit<:1ry 0 Religious 

0 Ent.ar-tainm-e-nt 0 M~ .. uieum 0 Sc:iontific 

Historic Si_tes in the Bi-County . Regiqn 
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1 · (Ch.,ck One) (Check One) 

-- ·- ~ A!tued 0 Undt.red lJ Mov.d EJ Ori9in<1! Sim 
oe:s_C_Rl_e_e:_T_H_E_PRESENT '~D QRIGl"IAL.. (if known) P.l-lVSlCAI. APP£ARANCF. 

The house is a two story, stone building with a stone rear 

wing that is a story and a half with a gambrel roof. The gam

brel roof wing may be older~ the facade is obscured by addition 

The roof has one double shed-roofed dormer window. On the 

north end is a large, flush gable chimney with a brick stack. 

The kitchen was formerly a shed-roofed, frame section on the 

north end of the stone wing. 

The main block of the house has a five bay, main (south} 

facade with a central transom lighted doorway. It is laid up 

in coursed, rough cut stone with quoining blocks at the corners. 

The lintels are all blocks of stone splayed on the ends. Win-

i-

m 
m 

dows are 9/6 double hung sash on the ground floor and 6/6 on c::: 

the second. At either end are flush gable brick chimney stacks .I : 
The cornice is boxed, with a deep bed moulding and an ogee 

profile crown moulding. There are now three double window 

dormers on the main facade. The Victorian porch has paired 

square posts, a jig-saw worked rail, and flat roof above a 

cornice. 

'11he smoke house is an A-roofed,. stone building with a door-

way on the west elevation. Tall narrow slits in the gable ends 

and rear: elevation vent the building. The 

nortised, tenoned and pegged at the ridge, 

roof has hewn rafters!, 

and collars half-· I 
I 
I 

J 
ll.apped and pegged over the. :rafters 0 

J The graves of Henry Chew Gaither, his wife and child, and 

Ephraim Gaither are west of the. house. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More .,., Appropriate) 

Aboriginal D Educaticn 

0 Pnthiatorie 0 Enginearing 

0 Historic: 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 invention 

0 Architecture 0 Landscap• 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 
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LATITUO"- ANO LONGITUDE COORDINA1"ES I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE l..OCATING THE PROPERTY I 0 OE FINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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CORNER LATITUDE l..ONGITUOE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degre"s Minutes Secc .. ds 
0 ·.; ·-. • .. 

Oegr,.es Mim;fes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 •"n i•"• 0.. .. 
SW 9 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

'.Acreage Justification: 
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NAME: ANO TJTLE: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historian 
OR GANI ZA TION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
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S i l v er Spring Maryland 
CITY OR TOWN: 
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Significance of this property is: 
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Pleasant Fields 

j \ 

NO. 89 C-8 PHOU.\BLY IIENRY GAITHER lST CA. 1775 

i\_ONG tho number of stone houses ownccl 
un<l lmilt bv the well-known Gaither 
fnmily, the ·one sl10wn is one of the 

rnost histodc mul intc>rl'sting. The home of 
·1nu1tt•rous Gnithcrs, it hu!'( Rtood firm and solid, 
a sonwwhat i;te>rn mounm<'nt through the dec-
• n<lc.>s durinA" wllirh the family playecl its part 
iu till' l1ist01T of l\ln1·vlnncl. 

It n•maiucd uudania~ed hy the sen•re hurri
cam• whid1 sw<•pt past its rngg-cd walls in Scp
tcrnhl'l', 189(). l\Inuy other buildings, i::omc of 
sto111•, wcr<' lc\·rleu to the ground. 

'J'lil' nuthor linds in authentic records of the 
Gi\ill1t•1· familv 1hat 111auv of thnt name bavc 
lW<.'ll a('( in in. tl.w affairs of the county for two 
centuries. The Gaithcrs came from '11~uglau<l1 
Hr:-t M•ttling in Virginia, and they moved to 

:Marylnud us Mrly as the ycnr 1663. Some of 
them may bun come from 'Yale8.1 

Be11jnuti11 Gaitltcr obtained Benjamin's lJot, 
a tract of 5 tCl ucres, in 1725. It i8 bC>liPvcd that 
Plea:--nnt Fields is locuted on part of that tract 
and on part of ''Addition to Brooke Grove." 
By purchase from prior grnntet's the Gnithcrs 
acquired lmrnli·clls of ucrcs of land in what is 
uow ~[outg-0111er~· County. 

Hrnry Gailher I, born in 1757, was n notnblc 
member of tlll' family. He wns a gallaut ~oldior 
in the Re\·olutionan· "? ar; nud u strict di~ci
plinuriau. He• hcca11ie a lieut<'mmt in July, 1776, 
n captain t11c m•xt ycnr, and n lieutenant colonel 
serving in the Third Sub-legion from 1793 to 
1802 when he was houorahly dischnrgecl from 
military scrvi('e. Ile was .Jinjor of IJevies iu 
1791 mul a m<'mbcr elf the Society of The Ciucin-

245 



. 246 HISTORIC MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 
H .. 23-31 

nati. It is believed that Henry I lived for a time·· the name"'of Miss Lucy 'Vorthirigton. In a deed 
after his retirement at Ple.asant Fields. I!e recorded ,April 11, 1903, Harriet }.J. Maynard 
died in Georgetown in June, 1811. conveyed to Charles P. Higgins 264 a('res of 

Col. Henry Gaither I filled important assign- land, reserving ingress and egress to a family 
·. ments given him by the Colonial Assembly be- burial plot of 12.8 square perches. This deed 

fore the shooting 'var began in April, 1775. He , refers ·tg a conveyance made by Lucy A. B. 
was appointed by the residents of Lower Fred- vVortbington dated October 28, 1880. 
erick Countv' to the "Committee of Observa-' It is known that Miss Worthington lived at 
tion" to see "that the resolves of the. Continental Pleasant Fields for a number of years with nr. 
Congress be carried foto execution. He was ap- • Maynar9, a·relative of the second Henry Clww 
pointed with Henry Griffith his near neighbor, Gaither's· wife, Juliet. l!'ollowing Miss vVorth
Richard Brooke, and others to obtain subscrip- ington at Pleasant ]~ields was Charles Higgins, 

. tions, to funds for purchases of arms and am~· who sold't.o August Prievy. ~The Prievy family 
· munition. The will of Col. Henry Gaither I, pro- lived there. untH 1940, operating the farm ns 
·.bated September,' 1811, disposes of several a dairy; .. Pleasant Fields was then sold to 
tracts. of land to his relatives. , , . : ." Everett R: Hurt and his wife, Mercedes Hnrt. 

"William Gaither I, born in 1745, married ,'· A distinguished member of the Pleasant 
Elizabeth Howard Davis, born the same year: Fields family:was William"Lingan Gaither. He 
She was the wido\v of Ephraim Davis, with a . was a ineinber, of the Maryland State Senate 
son eight months old. Soon after marriage they from.1 $42, several times lls presiding officer, un
purchased Pleasant Fields. A large fa:qiily til the, time ·of his sudden death in 1858. He 
blessed this union. Henry Chew Gaither, son of was· in .the Maryland Honse :of Delegates in 

. the colonel, sat in the Maryland House of Dele· 1839, He .. was also a State Director of the Balti-

. gates in 1808, 1809, and 1810. In the family plot ' more and Ohio Railroad. At Pleasant }~idds 
are .slabs to Henry Chew Gaither, (son of _Wil- . he lies. ·buried in the family,' plot which is C'll

lia:q;i. and Elizabeth Gaither) born January 25( closed by aniron fence. A slab.pf marble ovt>r 
1778, departed this life February 12, 1845. Also\the grave is carved: "Sacred to the memory of 
to his wife, Eliza Gaither, daughter of William .,Hon. 'William' Lingan Gaither, only child of 
\.Vorthington, born March 20, 1793; died. June Jienry Chew and Eliza Gaither. ·Born A. D. 
~9, 1851, aged fifty-eight. . . 1813, died at Berk(:'lley Springs, 2nd, of August, 
:. \iVilliam Gaither II, son of "William I,· was , )85$, aged 45 yeai·s. '' .... 
born October, 1789, .... and attained early noto.;. Pleasant Fields was transferred bv a dt>c>d 
riety in Baltimore; his l1lood was spilled -in dated November 7, 1940, to the Hurts. ·The d(•cd 
defense of freedom of the press. He violently calls.for 375 acres of land, parts of trarts known 
espoused the cause of the Anti-V\Tar Party dur; as Snow:de1i's Purchase and :Brown's Mi:,;htke, it 

. ing agitation iw1812, was wonnded seriously/, being part of the same land convt>yed by lfar
. and was left for dead ·in the street by a mob riet ]]. Maynard to Charles P. Higgins by deed 

which attacked the office of the Federal Republi- . referred to . above. The family burial pJot is 
can. He recovered.from a long illness, spending J)eserved. •· · . . 
the remainder of his life as a planter at Pleasant " The.house, '?f rough stone, has a parlor to 
Fields .. He .died in 1834. His wife was· Ann the left qf the' front hall, a dining room to the 
Dorsey 2 .:whose ancestors \vere early settle.rs : right,· back of which is another dining room, 
in Maryland. She died in 1844. , .· • pantry, and kitchen. Fireplaces in these thn•e 

Henry Chew Gaither, a_ son of \iVilliam '·.II, rooms, the· one in the kitchen, a yery large one. 
was born at tht? old homestead in February, . The first floor kitchen was originally detac1wd, 

a general rule. before the year 1776. The base-
1824, and became the owner of Pleasant Fields. ment slav·e kitrhen in the rear wing has a fire-

, Henry. Chew married· Juliet E. Maynard of place five feet wide and four feet high with an 
F1;ederick . County in· 1852 .. They were ~iving old Cfl(tne still in place. The seeond floor has 
on the 350-acre fal.·m, Pleasant. Fields, in 1880, · four ·bedrooms and a bath. 
although a map dated, 1865, ShOWS. the fatm 'in 'Sclrnrf's. History of Western MnrJ·lnnd, Vol. I. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760 

~ ' · .. ,_, ~ . Rn~__,,~ ...... ~D 
. .J.......t~-·-!.-... •. ~"" 

March 21, 1986 MAR 24 1°·~s 

Richard Ferrara, Director 

MARYLANn J-i1~ ..... 1 r.R:"'" L. '--' .. ~ u \,\.,..'-\ 
TRUST 

Department of Housing and Com.~unity Development 
John L. Menke, Director 

/'. Department of Environmental Protection 
~ J. Rodney Little, Director 

State Historic Preservation Off ice 
Philip Cantelon, Chairperson 

Historic Preservation Commission 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Melissa c. Banach, Coordinator hVfth 
community Planning North W · 

Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for 
Historic Preservation: Northern and Eastern 
Montgomery county Resources 

I am pleased to transmit to you this Preliminarv-Draft 
Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: 
Northern and Eastern Montgomery Countv Resources. 

This document contains the recommendations of the Montgomery 
County Historic Preservation Commission on approximately 80 
historic sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, Aspen Hill, 
and Burtonsville areas of the County. 

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on this Preliminary Draft Amendment on Monday, ApriI 21, 
1986, at 7:30 P.M., in the Auditorium of the Montgomery Regional 
Office at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Should you have any questions concerning this specific 
Preliminary Draft Amendment, please do not hesitate to contact 
Marty Reinhart at 495-4565. 

MCB:MR:dws 
Attachment 



PRELIMINARY DRP.FT 

A..t!ENDMENT TO THE APPROVED AND ADOPTED 
MASTER PLA..'t-1 FOR HISTO:RIC PRESERVATION IN 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MAHYLAND 

/ 

NORTHERN AND EASTERN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC RESOURCES 

Including sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, 
Aspen Hill, Norbeck and Burtonsville Areas 

March 1986 

• 

An amendment to the 1980 Olney Master Plan, 1980 Sandy Spring/ 
Ashton Special Study Plan, 1970 Aspen Hill Master Plan, and the 
1981 Eastern Montgomery county Master Plan; being also an 
amendment to the General Plan for the Physical Development of the 
Maryland-Washington Regional District and to the Master Plan of 
Highways within Montgomery County, Maryland. 

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3090 



IMPLEMENTATION 

Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preserva
tion, any substantial changes to the exterior of a resource or 
its environmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Pre
servation Commission and a historic area work oerrnit issued. The 
Ordinance also empowers the County's Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Historic Preservation Commission to prevent 
the demolition of historic buildings through neglect. 

It is the intent of the Master Plan and Ordinance to provide 
a rational system for evaluating, protecting and enhancing Mont
gomery county's heritage for the benefit of present and future 
residents. The accompanying challenge is to weave protection for 
this heritage into the County's planning program so as to maxi
mize community support for preservation and minimize infringement 
on private property rights. 

THE AMENDMENT 

The purpose of this Preliminary Draft Amendment is to con
sider the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission's 
recommendations that the following sites be designated on the 
Master Plan for Historic Preservation and protected under the 
County's Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the 
Montgomery County Code. A copy of the Ordinance is provided in 
Appendix B of this document. 

(NOTE: Unless otherwise specified in the Preservation Com
mission 1 s nomination, the recommended environmental setting for 
each site is the entire parcel on which the resource is located 
as of the date it is designated on the Master Plan as defined in 
Section 24A-2 of the Countv 1 s Preservation Ordinance. v~~ere 
additional buildings of historical or architectural importance 
are associated with a site, these buildings are noted in the 
nomination as being part of the recommended setting.) 

Atlas # 

1.5/55 

Location 

Spencer/Carr House 2420 Spencerville 

Dating from 1855 with a rear section added in the 
l870's, this three-story house is distinguished by 
three over three windows on the third floor and a one
story porch with bracketed pillars on the front facade. 

Significant as an example of the "Spencerville style",a 
local style characterized by a special grouping of 
architectural detail most notably half windows on the 
third story extending into the boxed cornice and roof 
line. 

2 



23/33 

23/47 

23/50 

Pleasant Fields/Sundown Hills 4615 Sundown Road 

Circa 1775 -- Georgian style stone house of tremendous 
proportion and of a scale not usually found in houses 
of the era. 

The house $hows touches of high quality such as the 
suggestion of brick flat arches in the lintels of the 
first story windows and the use of larger cut stones in 
the water table in the front of the house. 

Associated with Henry Gaither I, an important Revolu
tionary era figure, and with other generations of the 
Gaither family, throughout much of the 19th century. 

Included in the recommended setting is the main house, 
the small stone smokehouse, and the Gaither family 
cemetery. 

Dr. Dwyer House (Bleakwood) 3730 Damascus Road 

Built in 1877, this two-story frame house features a 
central gable with arched window, a central entrance 
with transom and side lights, internal, end chimneys 
and a one-story porch across the front facade. 

Significant as a largely unaltered example of the Gothic· 
Revival architecture prevalent in the County in the 
late 1800 1 s with notable mill work on the front porch. 

Pleasant View 21000 Georgia Avenue 

Dating from 1870, this two story frame house has under
gone successive sympathetic additions which chronicle 
its growth from a late Federal style residential struc
ture through the turn of the century into the 1940's. 

Believed built by Allen Bowie Davis, extensive land 
holder and one time State senator, as a residence for 
his mill hand, operator of the estate's mill located on 
Gold Branch. 

A number of excellent outbuildings as well as remnants 
of the mill race are included in the recommended setting. 

Charles A.C. Higgens Farm 4300 Gregg Road 

Dating from 1869, this two and one-half-story frame 
farmhouse features white novelty siding, wrap-around 
porch with turned posts and jigsawed brackets and an 
intersecting gable roof with red, raised-seamed, metal 
covering. 

5 


