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pPat Andersen
From: Jay Ormsby [jay.ormsby@yahoo.com]) Sent: Tue 4/8/2008 1:31 PM
To: info@montgomeryhistory.org
Cc:
Subject: Ash Memorial Cemetery Sandy Spring, MD
Attachments:

Dear Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission.

[ am writing in reference to the Ash Memorial Cemetery, its history, records, condition and
maintenance. You see, a few months ago my wife & 1 purch
in Sandy Spring. We absolutely fell in love with the area. location and community but also
recognized Ash Memorial Cemetery's state of despair. My wife and I have an interest in cleaning up
the property and restoration, offering to utilize some of our personal funds to do so.

ased a residence bordering the cemetery

Some information I have gathered thus far includes:

- The Beautification Club of Sandy Spring, Inc. appears as the
1S no record of this organization with the State of Maryland

-Our Realtor informed us the cemetery is owned by the Maryland Aid Society for which little
information is available & founding members are elderly.

- The Snowden Funeral Home located in Rockville is caring for the cemetery

-No Perpetual Care Trust for Ash Memorial Cemetery has been established

- I have contacted the Snowden Funeral Home on numerous occasions to discuss the care,
maintenance and restoration of the Ash Memorial Cemetery with no response to date.

-I have offered to mow & clean-up the cemetery if the Snowden Funeral Home would designate a
portion of the expenses into a Perpetual Care Trust for the Ash Memorial Cemetery.

property owner on the plat but there

I have produced a property report and photographic survey which has been forwarded to the Snowden
Funeral Home. Much of what I'm interest in taking responsibility for is mentioned (below) as tasks

for which the proposed Cemetery Board would be responsible for. What is the status of the Cemetery
Board and may I be involved? I have an engineering degree, teach at Montgomery College

and possess a strong construction & surveying background which will prove useful in
mapping/surveying/record keeping/maintaining/restoring cemeteries.

Some of the important tasks that need to be addressed by a cemetery board are as follows:

o Create a cemetery register, including criteria for listing in the register

e ldentify owners using land and tax records

e Record location of cemeteries with the Varviand Department of Assessments
&

Qutreach to owners with information on the importance of maintaining cemeteries on their
property, and instructing them on how to do it
o Muke the Inventory information and map web accessible

o Disseminate information about the Inventory via the internet, press releases, and/or a
publication

* Maintain and update the existing C emetery Preservation Watch List

Working with existing laws and planning processes, develop preservation strategies such as
developing an Adopt-a-Cemetery program, where a community organization would be
responsible for an individual cemetery s upkeep

Meet with the HPC regarding possible designations of historically significant cemeteries

https://server/exchange/pandersen/lnbox/Ash%2OMemorial%ZOCemetery%Z0%20Sandy%... 4/9/2008
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o Sponsor public workshops on the proper techniques to clean stones, reset markers, or research
the history of a cemetery, among other topics

« Provide technical advice to cemetery owners, put them on a schedule for regular maintenance,
and provide funds for stone or fence restoration

o Establish a fund for assistance in maintenance and repair

Is there anyone within Montgomery County and/or The Historic Preservation Commission whom I
may meet or speak with regarding the Ash Memorial Cemetery as well as cemeteries across the
county? Does Montgomery County and/or the Historic Preservation Commission have jurisdiction or
authority in granting permission to access/care/clean-up/restore cemeteries?

I look forward to discussing this subject further in honor of those resting in Ash Memorial Cemetery
and their families. A positive observation is the cemetery is very active with visitors and evident by

the many flowers brightening the cemetery.

Please advise,

Jay Ormsby
18810 Chandlee Mill Road
Sandy Spring, MD 20860

You rock. That's why Blockbuster's offering you one month of Blockbuster Total Access, No Cost.
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