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which featured legendary greats
such as Little Richard, Fats Domi-
no and Ray Charles., ™ _
Those carefree davs in Emory
(;rove vamished as a result of urban
renewal almost 20 years dgo. But

despite the upheaval and-destruc-

tion of their homes and businesses.

the small black community that es-
tablished itself in the 1870s is still
alnve through its church, which has
remained gn the same site for
YOS,/ ywan’ oo nad” e v 3

Ancestors  of some - of .the
founders of the first church, the
Duvalls and the Tvlers for exam-
ple. are still a part of the congrega-
tion todav. While todayv’s church
members are engineers, secretar-
s, computer programers and the
hke. their ancestors were slaves
and after slavery was abolished,
relatives worked as domestic
Workers in the predominantly
white community of Washington
Grove.

Todav property values of homes
in Washington Grove continue to
Increase. vet few of the onginal
houses of Emory Grove even
exist. .
In Emory Grove. under the orig-
inal renewal plan to install septic
svstems. 24 of the 105 houses n
the community would remain. ac-
cording to Duvall. However, only
three of the onginal houses still
stand todav. |
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potatoes, cabbage and fried.chick-

~en wafted through the woods and

Tthe crowd. Praver was held three

.

times-a day in a2ddition to singing,
eating and plaving baseball, =~

“"Those were good times,”” sis-
ters . Thelma, 46, and Carolyn s3v,

* each absorbed-in her owp private -

memaory. |
But camp meetings eventually

" stopped in the ’60s.” Times™ had

cars and transient people to handle

and unhealthiul sarutary conditions ™

sawere erupting. The congregation
decided to end the camp meetinys.
But the park is still there and SO

~sesccDuvall andformer resident Ru=»

“wous commurity - committees “over -
- the years toiensure the needs of -

» Zcimo-:w&ﬁh@::&... and.among ' Tavlor is the ‘president of the
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_still starts up;the juke that people . r: .
used to listen to while discussing = = .*'The power

b =

for thé elderive :.
‘of Emory

t :.n
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. the latest thappenings in

“community. ¥ - ganized,” the Taylor sisters say,

5 e

people.”’ e .
~And so through the traditions

.and efforts of the men and women
the community has survived.

Emory Grove was physically abol-.

- 7

zie Tyler have both served onvari-

Emory .Grove were met. Tvler
was one of the first to serve on the

B nm:.‘_a::mzcahwrmw:a,...mame.m_cn.am:?% ished but it ives on- through :um..,
comnussion in1962. Duvall serves  “church and various activities of the'
.-on_the board, of directors for‘the congregation . .\, =+ % = *

National “Association for the?Ad=" - Thelma is president of the Unit-
¥ancement- of Colored People-in «ed Methodist Women. and Carolyn
se-
" qibr choir:’ Botlbelong to thé Go-
spelettes along with two other 'sis-
ters and 11 other members.. The
group recently celebrated its 23rd
anmversary and sang to a standing-
room only crowd. .
But 1t doesn’t thke an dnniversa-.
ry to fill the church.” By 9:30 a.m.
every Sunday, at least 50 cars have
filled up the parking lot in back of
the church. Just outside the back
door stands one gravestone. that
of John Dorsev. founder of the
church. There are actually
more graves there, but grass has
long since overgrown the stones
and epitaphs. But inside the
church, things are very much alive.
_ One recent Sundav the Rev. La-
Verne O_Snmﬁ-ﬁ.:camm spoke
about the honor ‘and hopes and
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Grove'is = “Oh. little town of Bethlehem. "'
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that pcoplé have always been or- = he s |
“lie. .. the hopes and fears of all the

*and that power reached out-to -

-

-She spoke of each person’s battle’
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.; mmm«udm the town of mm&?:ma. N
she started. ‘‘how still [ see thee

“yvears are met in thee tonight.<
-~ "*"We all want honor. Weall-
‘'search for ‘a-place’ of -ultimate’

~wworth.” " she shauted to the group:

“who responded ‘*amen’’ and
thought their own silent pravers.

“against the forces in the world.-

» *“z.-which can invade’ one’s sénse of

~ power and said péople ‘must- con- -
"front those forces and believe: =]
~have come to face' thé :giant.” the
giant of death and destruction.”"
 The’community-of Emory Grove
~.alsa lies still in all its” hopes and
fears, - but the “members. of . this
community. have indeed faced the:
- giant . . and thev have survived.
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- In the Grove
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