
MONTGOMERY PRESERVATION INC 
P.O. Box 4661   |   Rockville, Maryland 20849-4661   |   www.montgomerypreservation.org 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CEMETERY INVENTORY REVISITED 
BURIAL SITE INFORMATION 

Name:  Gartrell Family Cemetery Inventory ID:  184 
Alternate name: 
Address:  Behind 21428 Denit Estates Drive, Sunshine 
Website: 
GPS coordinates: Latitude:  39.210895 Longitude:  -77.027420 
FindaGrave:  https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2628569 

BURIAL SITE TYPE 
Category:  Religious  Community  Family  African American  Other: 

BURIAL SITE EVALUATION 
Setting/location description:  Rural  Urban  Suburban  Wooded  Other: 
General condition (See conditions sheet):  Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor  None 
Is there a formal entrance?  Yes  No Accessibility:  Inaccessible  By foot  By car 
Is cemetery active (recent burials)?  Yes  No Is there a cemetery sign:  Yes  No 
Is cemetery being maintained?  Yes  Minimal  No   (If yes, note caretaker’s name below) 

Are there visible markers?  Yes  No Approximate number of 
burials/visible markers:  Date ranges: 

Description:  (markers, materials, arrangement, landscaping/vegetation, fence, paths and roads, etc.) 
• Based on historical aerial photographs, there appears to be a prominent land feature directly in line with Denit
Estate Drive, through the former house location, and down to the property’s edge at the reservoir.
• Area covered with periwinkle and surrounded by planted trees in a “V” formation.
• Groundhog holes
• Possible hand-carved grave marker, though broken.

BURIAL SITE CONTACT 
Name:  Thomas and Joann Van Cott 
Relationship to burial site: Advocacy contact: 
Address:   Phone: 
City:   State:   ZIP Code:   

BURIAL SITE SURVEYOR 
Name:  Glenn Wallace Survey Date:  12/1/2018 Time spent:  45 min 
Email:  mococems@gmail.com Photographer:  Glenn Wallace 

COMMENTS 
Suggestions for follow-up: 
• Follow-up with owner, who led me to the site and has started to clear the vegetation.

Safety issues, invasive vegetation removal, fence removal/restoration, signage, trash, erosion, vandalism: 
• Overgrowth of ivy and thorn bushes
• Three unexplainable earth mounds
Anything of significance about this cemetery? 

SOURCES 
Cite sources used and resources available: 
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Location circled in red. 
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1950 aerial.  Note the isolated land feature lined up with the driveway and house. 
 

 
 

1970 aerial.  The same feature is still visible. 
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1979 aerial. Same feature. 
 

 
 

1998 aerial. Feature is starting to fill in with trees and brush. 
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2002 aerial.  House is now gone but the land feature is still present. 
 

 
 

2004 aerial. New homes are now built. Land feature remains untouched. 
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2018 aerial. Surrounding area is filling in with trees and encroaching on land feature. 
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Cemetery Name:  Gartrell Family Cemetery Inventory ID:  184 

Photographer:  Glenn Wallace Date:  12/1/2018 

Time Photo No. Description and direction you are facing 

10:10 am 1 Approach to cemetery behind cedar trees, facing east 

| 2 Evidence of periwinkle and groundhog holes 

| 3 Panoramic from west to north to east 

| 4 Panoramic at the “V” from outside property. West to north to east. 

10:20 am 5 Broken carved stone. Possibly bottom of gravemarker. 

 

 
 

1. Approach to cemetery behind cedar trees, facing east 
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2. Evidence of periwinkle and groundhog holes 
 

 
 

3. Panoramic from west to north to east 
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4. Panoramic at the “V” from outside property. West to north to east. 
 

 
 

5. Broken carved stone. Possibly bottom of gravemarker. 
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