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Pilgrim Baptist Church Wash Star, 10/9/1975

Thursday, Octobe: 9, 1975

The Washington Star  F-3
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'PUBLIC NOTICE

RE: Pilgrim Baptist Church
8900 Brookville Road
(Lyttonsville/Linden)
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Montgomery County, Maryland, is in the proc-
ess of acquiring the above property for the con-
struction of Brookville Road. Séveral unmark-
ed grave sites are located in the road right-of-
way and will be relocated is another portion of
the church cemeteryv. Many of these graves are
unmarked and there are no church records to
indicate the names of the deceased. Persons
who have any knowledge or know of any per-
sons who can assist Montgomery County 1n
identifying these unmarked graves are asked
to telephone or write the Division of Relocation
and Renewal Operations, 100 Maryland Ave-
nue, Rockville, Maryland 20850, 301—279-1830.

https://mail aol.com fwebmail-std/en-us/PrintMessage
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* An urban repewal project in the
ville area of Silver Spring

will make it pecessary for the coun-

% 1o wove 25 family graves from a

chypeh cemetery, some of them un-

+ claimed by next of kin.

a & tersely written notice pub-

ished in area newspapers last

. weekighe county’s Division of Relo-

credit: Montgeniery County Historical Sactety.

catjdn. and Renewal Qperalions
agpeunced that the county is in the
process of acquiring the Pilgrim
Bzptist Church and a part of its
cemetery to widen Brookeville Rd.
Bedduse many of the graves are un.

‘marked, it asked that anyone know-

ing ol the persens buried there
'c'nntaqé reloctionvifice.

I Lyttonsville, & mostly black com-

“munity whick aprang up duriniethe
en

middle of the last century, has

slated for re-development since
1967, It is Jecated between Georgia
Ave, and East-West Highway, wi_th
Brookevilie Rd. seyving as-a main

artery o the 84-acre community,

. -Foxo L -

Urban Renewal & Lytteonsville Graves Journal

The B5-year-old Pilgrim Baptist
Charch on Brookville Rd. will be
razed and a new church will be
built st a different location. The
gravegnrd is adjscent to the
church. .
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THE ROAD'S widening has heen

Urban Renewal Uprooting .= |
Old.Graves, Some Unmarked .

in the Silver Spring Master Plan for

years and is “much needed,” ac-
carding to Gwen Coffield, & cgm-
munity leader, but has been dekay-
ed along with most other aspects of
the urban remewal program. Miss
Coffield was born and raised in

. Lyttonsville ard claims four gener-

ations of family Living there. -

She said thie road is overbur-
dened with traffi¢ because it is
used as a ghoricut between East-
West Highway and Georgia-Ave. It
also leads to seversal county facili-

..ties, including a truek maintenence

depot and liguor warehouse.. - &

According to Al:Livesay of the
relocation division, the county is

doing everything Tossib!e to con-
tact the Eamilies ol those who might

T e e e
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be buried in the old church yatd,
Along with the newspaper ads,
{lyers were distribuied to the
chureh congregation on Sunday.

HE SAID seventeen of the nra\resi
have been claimed so far, ‘and that
interviews are being held open in
the hope that others will come for-
ward to claim those as yet usidenti-
fied. If they are not claimed they'
will have to be moved anyway, . '

Livesay sajid the new churrh will
robably be located at Lanier and
ennsylvania Drives and wil} in-.
volve a Jand swapping arrangement.
with the ecounty. He sald he does:
not know exactly when the graves
wili be relocated or whem the new:
¢hurch will be built. ?h-. ._
Miss Coffield has six relatives!
buried in the area to be affetted by’
the expansion of the road from {wo'

- to four lanes. She says shefeels no
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bitterness .over the necessity of
maving the graves from the {ront of ,
the cemetery {o the reard. .. - .
ORI : b TSRS |
“SOME MEMBERS of the com-*
munity opposed the plan for vari-
ous reasons,” she said,:’but have:
since come to accepl it She!
added, however, that she hopes the .

. old church will not be forn down

before the new one is built, “We've -
been involved in the urban renewal |
profram for eight yaars now,” she
explained, “and so {ar, no ground -
has heen broken anywhere, But

‘ning houses have been torn down |
- and never replaced.” - ¢ .08 ¢

L e e % e e %
 §he said ane of the commuiity’} )
other leaders pointed put’at §°
County Couheil public hesring 1a
week that'the community has lost
hope, Isitit and trust In the whole
utgan tenewal program. She said
all of Lyttotsville Is anxiously-

_awalting some decision {rom the
. ¢ouncil, which
_ swers after Ocfober 17,

romised gome an-
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