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GRAVEYARD ON WILLIAM A. WATZRS FARM

S¢e map for location. In May, 1979, the remains of the graveyard
were next to a large single wild cherry tree in the middle of

a cornfield. Four headstones were vislble. Robert Waters of Clarksburg
says that 1n his childhood there wers lve graves in an apparently

intact graveyard., Tllghman Waters' will stipulated that the graveyard

be preserved, stones be placed over the remalns of his father (lachariah
Wvaters), his mother (4nna vaters), brother (
Ihe wlll was probated 9/12/1864,

I'nere are four headstonegse. One of them is face down. Another is

partly embedded in the ground. Wwhat is legible on the stone indicates
that 1t may be that of Zachariah Waters. The Oother two have the
following inscriptions:

TILGHMAN WATERS
of Ry |
lontgomery County | 17 ’/UJ°

Died March 19, 1864 / @é
1n the 9457

' 4
79th year of his age {}ﬁ j%dy 94,‘ﬁwﬁ

of
Montgomery County

dled oept. 29, 1846
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Cemetery found on Germantown development
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s = Y Zachariah Waters may have ~ site,” said attorney Robert G. Davis. - . -
fdncd 170 years ago, but he still has- * Brewer, who represents Lemer - Davis has known about the
. ;@ hold on modem-day develop- Enterprises, the developer of the cemetery since he was a teenager
- - ment in Germantown. . site. Lemer is the developer be- - riding bikes in the open fields that
IE seems that Waters, one of the  hind White Flint Mall, Landover surround it. He said he assumed
area’s first settlers, placed his fami- Mlall and other commercial and other people knew the cemetery

ly cemetery on the sight of the™ residenual projects. = . - = was there, too.
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5= proposed North Village commer-- " _Survey crews are working to “There’s a lot of histoncal
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‘ cated near the furture intersection terfere with any of the plans for lot of other people don’t know T e =
-~ of Ccntu.ry Boulevard and Crystal - the development Brewer said his about” said Davis, 29. - 3:: & T
| Rock Drve, has been planned for client was optimistic that it won't. - The Historical Society had not R
more than five years. .. - “We are 98 to 99 percent sure - been aware of the cemetery, said < o
It wasn’t until two weeks ago, that there 18 no development Susan Soderberg, president of the Ny
howcvcr,.(hat_ developers leamed.. planned in that area.” Brewersaid.  group. The discovery was on¢ of IZL R
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None had. children of their own,
thus ending the family lne.
Zachariah’s wife Anna 1s believed
to buried in the cemetery, but
there is no headstone to confirm it
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took historical maps of German-
town and matched them with
maps of proposed developments.
That is when he realized that the
cemetery sat on the spot slated for
corporate centers and roads.

“I just didn’t want to sc€ any. . ’
» . @ bulldozer backing over it.” said oL FE MRYSC G L Rk |
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It started with water sccpmg
the edges of Colesville
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cant, the existence of family ceme- -
teries-is not unusual in German-
town, Soderberg said. There are
more than a half-dozen histoncal:

. cemeteries throughout the com-
In each case, the cemeter--+

munity.
ies are protected and prcscrvcd by

_the property owners.

Just last month, Gcrmantown

"Hnstoncal Society members made
an agrccmcnt wnth Elm Strcct Dc-

Aging water llneé spéll trouble
for WSSC and customers S

.

s by Sandra Arnoult
oo Staff Writer . -

along
Road north of Franklin Avenue

on a Tuesday night last week.
Within hours, gushing water
from a ruptured 20-inch water

main had created a virtual

sinkhole on two full lanes of

Colesville in Silver Spring.”

- “This kind of thing hap-
‘pcns,” said Sonny Lauer, a dis-
trict utility manager for the
State Highway Administration,

surveying the " damage this

week and trying to assess how
long it would rtake' to put- ‘

things back together again.’
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. more in Montgomery
which has an aging sewage sys-,

velopment -; to . preserve .
Amold/Mager. Cemetery at the

corner of Great Seneca Highway:

and Clopper Road. Henry Arnold

owned Germantown’s first general
store, which was. located at the

same. - mtcrsccuon as his famnly.f.,
- would like the bury g grc

cemetery.

The prescrvauon mcludcs rc-'

pairing and-. replacing damaged.

hcadstoncs and the placement of a

-,~.5,ﬁ'-b l-k ™

It is happcmng morc and

tcm..

is a sign of things to come. He

says: the agency’ Is spcndmg.

more for new construction and

older sections of the eounty.:

“To me it makes ne sense to

focus-' on ° new.  construction:
while the older portions of thc
county suffer,” Helm said.

County ' Council mcmbcr

Derick Bcrlagc agrccd wnth
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the.

' shc sand

County,

Washmgton Suburban Sam-_ i
-~ tary Commission Commission-
er Lewis Helm of Bethesda be--
lieves the break on Colesville:

less on replacing aging pipes in _structure. >

permanent tcnce around .
Soderberg is hoping

out a similar arrangemen

- Lemer- Enterprises for pr
tion. of . the. Zachana?n

cemetery. ; SP.
“The (Hnsto -

~

remain where it is 2ad to

stored to 1ts ong; :

Helm and sand that wh¢
council . _reviews the

budgct ncxt spring, 1t w
amine the reconstructio

maintenance. nccds of t!

. 1sting system. .

~ “The focus in the 80s
creating new, infrastruc
said Berlage. “In the dec

the: 90s we are going to
need - to. rcmvcst 1IN our

- Water ' was restore«
Wednesday night to ¢
households that lost
because: of thc brcak ]
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~only weeks after the discavery ~shake her head as she looked
of the site. ~= through a stack of photos takcn

According to pohcc someone before and after the damage.

stole a bulldozer from a nearby “It’s possible that they: just
" construction site during the first wanted to turn over the tree and -

weekend of this month and ran didn’t know the cemetery was <%

over a tree next to the Waters there. But I doubt it,” she said.:
family cemetery, knocking the Pollcc think - the - vandals
tree onto the headstones. The " weren’t targeting the cemetery,

‘most damage appears to be to but instead were taking. a_
the headstone of Zachariah Wa- _ joyride on a bulldozer that they :

ters, the patriarch of the family - didn’t know how to control. -
~and one of the descendants of “It looked like it was parked -
- Germantown’s first settlers. - and ' then driven In a- straight
- Waters’ - headstone, which line from where it was parked,”
records a birth year of 1748 and ~ said Ofc. Joseph Emhof of the -
~the year of death as 1824, was Germantown District pohcc sta-

_broken into three ‘pieces, said - tion. .- --

. Susan Soderberg, president of :  Last Tucsday, an cmploycc

" the Germantown Historical So- -~ from a construction company
" ciety. The headstone of Baker working in the area reported to
~ Waters, Zachariah’s son who police that someone had been
“died 1846, is trapped under the - tampering with one of the bull-

tree and hkcly suffered damagc dozers left on the site. Around -
shc addcd T _ the same time, someone from
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andals damage hlstorlc—-cemetery

“with lawyers for Lerner Enter-
- prises, the developer of the land
~on which the .cemetery was -
- found, to reach an agreement on
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b’ Lisa Curtis ~“: _Sodérberg’s - elation “Flaste.. n“Corp., which:1s: devci-

~ 3% e month at the dnscovcry of the® 0pm officé buildings ;# half-
\Vanda.ls have | "damagcd at cemedaggwas quickly shattered ~~mile from the’ ccmetcry, told
least one of the headstones in a last week when she went to sur-. - '-
historic Germantown cemetery, .vey the damage. She could only

pohce a similar story. o

Soderberg ‘doesn’t agree thh
the police- analysns. »She ob-
served. tracks going m*’fcvcral
. different du'ectlons around the’
cemetery, . indicating  that
‘driver knew how to controlr
“I certainly don’t thj 1t was
accndcntal " she said. 4 .
- Emhof said police’ bavc fcw
.lcads at this point. Any finger--
prints that may have been left -
on the bulldozer -were washed
off dunng thc wcckcnd [am hc
-said. S s =%
' Sodcrbcrg has bccn workmg

the upkccp and protection . of

the cemetery. She .is uncertain

how the vandahsm will affcct

thcnr negotiations. - - ot
“We'll just wait and - scc if

thcy ﬁnd out who dnd 1t -she *
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The headstone of Zachariah Waters,
earlier this month when vandals drov

Wednesday, December 14, 1994

. . . -

Ron Agnar/GAZET'TE

one of the descendants of Germantown's first settlers, was damaged
e a bulldozer through the historic cemetery.

Vandals damage historic cemetery

by Lisa Curtis
Staff Writer

Vandals have damaged at
least one of the headstones in a
historic Germantown cemetery,
only weeks after the discovery
of the site.

According to police, some-
one stole a bulldozer from a
nearby construction site during
the first weekend of this
month and ran over a tree next
to the Waters family cemetery,
knocking the tree onto the
headstones.

The most damage appears to
be to the headstone of Zachari-
ah Waters, the patriarch of the
family and one of the descen-
dants of Germantown’s first
scttlers.

Waters’ headstone, which
records a birth year of 1748 and
the year of death as 1824, was
broken into three pieces, said
Susan Soderberg, president of
the Germantown Historical So-
ciety.

The headstone of Baker Wa-
ters, Zachariah’s son who died
1846, is trapped under the tree
and likely suffered damage,

-“'—-'-—-‘"-—--——-—-—'—-_—"

she added.

Soderberg’s  elation last
month at the discovery of the
cemetery was  quickly shat-
tered last week when she went
to survey the damage. She
could only shake her head as
she looked through a stack of
photos taken before and after
the damage.

“It’s possible that they just
wanted to turn over the tree
and didn’t know the cemetery
was there. But I doubt 1t,” she
sald.

Police think the vandals
weren't targeting the ceme-
tery, but instead were taking a
joyride on a bulldozer that they
didn’t know how to control.

“It looked like 1t was parked
and then driven 1n a straight
line from where it was
parked,” said Ofc. Joseph
Emhof of the Germantown
District police station.

[.ast Tuesday, an employee
from a construction company
working in the area reported to
police that someone had been
tampering with one of the bull-
dozers left on the site. Around

the same time, someone from
Manekin Corp., which is devel-
oping office buildings a half-
mile from the cemetery, told
police a similar story.

Soderberg doesn’t agree
with the police analysis. She
observed tracks going in sever-
al different directions around
the cemetery, indicating that
the driver knew how to control
1C.

“I certainly don’t think it
was accidental,” she said.

Emhof said police have few
leads at this point.

Any fingerprints that may
have been left on the bulldozer
were washed off during the
weekend rain, he said.

Soderberg has been working
with lawyers for Lerner Enter-
prises, the developer of the
land on which the cemetery
was found, to reach an agree-

ment on the upkeep and prog

tection of the cemetery. She is
uncertain how the vandalism
will affect their negotiations.

“We’ll just wait and see if
they find out who did it,” she
said.
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Cemetery found on deve

by Lisa Curtis
Staff Writer

Zachariah Waters may have
died 170 years ago, but he still
has a hold on modern-day devel-
opment in Germantown.

It seems that Waters, one of
the area’s first settlers, placed his
family cemetery on the sight of
the proposed North Village com-
mercial center. The develop-
ment, located near the future in-
tersection of Century Boulevard
and Crystal Rock Drive, has

been planned for more than five
years.

It wasn’t until two weeks ago,
however, that developers
learned of the historical treasure
underneath the property.

“It’s not an i1ssue they've ever
encountered on this or any other
site,” said attorney Robert G.
Brewer, who represents Lerner
Enterprises, the developer of the
site. Lerner is the developer be-
hind White Flint Nall, Landover
Nlall and other commercial and
residential projects.

Survey crews are working to
see whether the cemetery will
interfere with any of the plans
for the development. Brewer
said his client was optimistic that
It won't.

“We are 98 to 99 percent sure
that there i1s no development
planned 1n that area,” Brewer
said.

The Germantown Historical
Society first became aware of the
cemetery’s existence last month
through Germantown nauve

\\

Enk Davis.

Davis has known about the
cemetery since he was a teenag-
er nding bikes in the open fields
that surround it. He said he as-
sumed other people knew the
cemetery was there, too.

“There’'s a lot of historical
structures that I'm aware of that
a lot of other people don’t know
about” said Davis, 29.

T'he Historical Society had
not been aware of the cemeterv,
said Susan Soderberg, president
of the group. The discovery was
one of the most significant his-

torical findings in Germantown’s
recent history.

Zachanah Waters was a de-
scendent of the Waters family,
the oldest family of European
descent to settle in German-
town. Waters was born in 1748,
and died in 1824, at the age of
17

The cemetery also contains
the remains of Waters’ three
children, Tilghman, Baker and
Courtney. None had children of
their own, thus ending the fami-
ly line. Zachariah’s wife Anna is
believed to buried in the ceme-

tery, but there is no headstone to
confirm It.

When Erik Davis graduated
from Seneca Valley High School
in 1983, he gave up the bike rid-
ing for map making. Just for fun,
he took historical maps of Ger-
mantown and matched them
with maps of proposed develop-
ments. T'hat is when he realized

_that the cemetery sat on the spot

lopment site

slated for corporate centers and
roads.

“I just didn’t want to see any
bulldozer backing over it,” said
Davis, now a cartographer for the
Natuonal Park Service in Wash-
Ingeon.

While the discovery is signifi-
cant, the existence of family
cemeteries is not unusual in Ger-
mantown, Soderberg said. There
are more than a half-dozen his-
torical cemeteries throughout
the community. In each case, the
cemeteries are protected and
preserved by the property own-
ers.

Just last month, Germantown
Historical  Society members
made an agreement with Elm
Street Development to preserve
the Arnold/Nager Cemetery at
the corner of Great Seneca High-
way and Clopper Road. Henry
Armold owned Germantown’s
first general store, which was lo-
cated at the same intersection as
his family cemetery.

The preservation includes re-
pairing and replacing damaged
headstones and the placement of
a permanent fence around the
site.

Soderberg is hoping to work
out a similar arrangement with
Lerner Enterprises for preserva-
tion of the Zachariah Waters
cemetery.

“The (Historical Society)
would like the burying ground to
remain where it is and to be re-

stored to 1ts original appear-
ance,” she said.
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Bob Roller/ GAZETTE
Erik Davis reveals the markings on a headstone at a cemetery in
Germantown.
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