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17. J)!$CRIPTfOW 

0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

ii Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Oeteri orated 0 Ruin• 0 Unexpooed 

(Check One) I (Check One) 

• Altered D u_n_al_""_•e_d _______ .-~~--Ml ~~~-1n_o1_s_1,. __ --1 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If mown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house is a 2-1/2 story brick, Federal-style 

house with a flush gable internal end chimney on the 

east end of the two bay main (south) facade. The 

facade is laid up in Flemish bond with a three-course 

cornice consisting of a row of stretchers, a row of 

sawtooth-like angled bricks, and another row of headers. 

A one story porch with turned posts has been screened 

in. The gable ends, laid in common bond, have heavy 

buttresses on either eaves end. Three courses of 

stretchers run along the slope; the chimney cap consists 

of two projecting courses. 

The rear facade is also lairl in command bond. It 

has two windows on the first floor and one on the second. 

Several one story additions have been added on 

the east end. Part of the ea:ternmost section may be an 

older outbuilding since it has a large central chimney 

and gable ends similar to those of the main house block. 

In the cemetary are stones of the Dyer, Young and 

Rhodes families. The oldest legible date is 2 January 1822 

(Henry Dyer). 
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ie. SIGNIFJCAHCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More •• Approprl•te) 

0 Pr•-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEIS) (If Appllc•ble •nd Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Approprl•te) 

Aboriginal 0 Educoti an 

0 Pre hi 1toric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agricu I tu re 0 Invention 

0 Arc hi lecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Muaic 

STATE ... ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. 

c 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

• 19th Century 

0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

lasophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia I/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 T ransportaHon 
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r to. GEOGRAPtllCAL DATA 
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES J - ---LA--;jTLJDEANtl LONGITUDE COOR DIN• TES --

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R <:_F"" LESS THAN TF.N ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUr,E LONG! TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 " 0 . 0 " 
NE 0 . 0 " 
SE 0 . 0 . 
<.w II . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 
- Vl ""' Acreage Justification: , m z 

m 0 
I 

I-z 
u 

Vl 

.... ::::> 

;:o ~ 
. ----------~·-----------

ILl!IT ALL !!TATE!! AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING !!TATE OR COUNTY eouNDARIES c: I-
STATE: COUNTY 

"' n 
STATE: COUNTY: .... z· 

!!TATE: COUNTY: 0 w 
z w 

STATE: COUNTY: 
Vl "' 

-
[ll. FORM PREPARED BY --

NAME ANO Tl TLE: 

Christopher Owens • Park His tori an 
ORGANIZATION 

rAT;/31/73 M-NCPPC 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georai;i Avi:>n11i:> 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

I Silver Snrina MnY'vl;inrl --
~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State D Local D 

Signature 
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the United Stutes Air Force us 11 pilot in 'Vorld 
Wnr I. From 1944 to 1!)4() he was secretary
treasurcr of the eompany, bet•oming its presi
dent in 1946. 

Tlw d1ildren of Douglas and Helen Farquhar 
arc: 

N' ormnn Ji'urquhnr: His wife's name is Ran
dolph Jennings Fnrquhar. He is a pnrti1or "f 
the Im•ci-;tment Ilom;;e of Afoxancll'r .Brown & 
Sons nncl rcsi<leg nt 3:~01 N. St., N. \V., George
tow11, D. C. 

Gordon Nesbitt F1nrqul111r: :-Ii.:, , ,i1<i:: ·; nr.me is 
Yirgi11in Fhcher Farquhar. He is a Sect·etary 
of the Group DiYision of tho Aetna Life Insur
ance Company nn<l resi<.l<'K in Bloomfteld, Conn. 

~fnrgaret Pnrquhnr Adelfio: Her husbnud's 
name ii-; Antonio A<leHio. They reside in the 
house hnilt hy her Grnndfnther Allan I~'nrquhnr 
on part of The Cedars form. Antonio bas 
organized nnd is opcra.til1g the Bethesda Travel 

Center 1\t 'Vaverly Avenue, Bethesda. 
Aun Farouhar lt'orbu:-:h: Her husband's nnme 

name ifl 'V1~. Byron Forbush II, and they re!-\ide 
at Bultimorc Friends School, Baltimore, Md., 
whore he j~ Headmaster. 

Oi frame construction, built nnd nddrd to hy 
,,~illinm Farqnhur, the 01<1 Ceunrs hons<' sl1ow11 
on :m.i, \vns occupiNl l>y the family from u~;u~ 
until 1901. when it was rcplnred with the pnn:;<>nt 
modt•rn_frnme house, which is ab<> hnilt for two. 
family occupaney. lt it> hclie\'ed that th<>re wa8 
a log house on the farm when purdrnsed in 
1836. The original house was arrangNl for lwo 
families, Ellen having the west part for her own 
use. 

)f rs. Francis Hullo\\ ell, wirlow of l•'rauci:.-s 
Hallowell, formerly of Rockland, bns oc<·upicd 
the "WEST CEDARS'' part of the oltl honw 
for the pnAt thirty year~. 

Tl1e Mansion 

T HE nC'nt hrick house. i-h•Jw11. high on n hill 
north of the Poolt•svi~l1'-Whitc's Ferry 
Road-is helic,·ed to hu,·c bc<.'n built 

around the year 1800. A pnrt of the lower addi
tion wns detached, but the present owner joined 
this to the main structure by adding a~ x 14 ft. 
powclcr 1·oom and hnth, so thnt the house i" now 
!)~ ft. long. 

Mrs. Georgiann ~f. Cnrtcr purcha~ed thii:: 
inf.cr<>sting plaC'e, with 20 acrt?s of land, in lfl5n 
from Tt~lizah<>th Oxlev Brown. Mrs. B!'own was 
the <laughter of Charies ,V. Oxley, and is a sister 
of .John Oxley of Rockville. n prominent at
torn<•y in Moutgom<-ry Count~· for mnny years. 
Th<> grnndmother of Mr. Oxley and Mrs. Brown 
was n Chilton-gmily Jnne Chilton Oxley
w1aid1 leacls us to 1he Cbiltons, }'romim•nt. in this 
area for a eeutnry, nnd owners of vnst tracts of 
land here. 

l•'rom oui· res<'nrC'h we find that ,Joshua 
('hilt on wai:; horn ,July 2G, 1758. His r<•al estate 
purd1ases and activities were vnst and nnmer
oni:: up to the time of liis death Fehrnnry J5. 
1847, nt the age of 8fl years, ai:t shown by the 
l:md rerords of Rol'kvilh'. 

.Jo~lma firl't married Elizabeth Fouch and 
they liacl four ehildrcn_ The third <'hild-a 
daughter, Lo\'iee, horn Ji'chruary 10, 1787, be-

XO. 130 D-1 JOi"HlJ.\ C'RILTO:\' C.\. 1:-100 
URICK 

<'amP. the wife of ,T cssc Oxley, nnd her daught<'r, 
Emily Jnno Chilton Oxley (mnrried her cousin 
hy the same name) was the mother of Charles 
W. Oxley. 

,Joi;hua next married Anne Tnylo1· and by her 
he had fi\"c childrcu, hetwr.<'n the years 1795 n111l 
1800. 

The Cbiltons, it is reported. ~~me from the 
K orthern N' eek of Virginia, and attainNl rmi -
nrnce in the profr.ssion of arms, as well as in 
law and medicine>. They came from nn olcl 

t 
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, .i1:_:li-lt famiiy wl1u:-:p ori.c:in \\'<I" F:l'll•·li, \Hit

t•·ll .i,. ( 'l1ilto11, in X 1wtlnrnil1erl:ind in the t'our
l••l'llt It <'l·ntnry. lt i."' lwlit'\'L'll that .Ju:-;lrna Cliil-
1011 \111i[t 1li1• pn•tty llWll:'iOll .'-'Ji0\\'11. 

1"rn111 1 lH· l'l'<'ord:-: \YI' lind Sl~\'l·ral ,leclls to 
.J11,..J111a ( 'l1ilt•m i·,·eordl'd-for the ''land,.; ot' 
.f;11n1•,; l<o·,·d. ]h-c1·a-l•d": a11otl1l'l' for .. Part ut 
,I ulm ',.: I >di:_: ht, Gatton 's Good Lw·k, :'.\It. J·:tna 
:llld 1•11 .. a,.;;lJlt,.; x .. ,..t," according to the n•:-mrvey 
111' .Juw' 17ti~l. ~\notlier, that "tl1e said Isaac 
11 it • ., fur a consilleration of :-tii,800 lawful money 
fro1n .To--liua Cliilto11'': another, ''an l:-;la11d iu 

· t h1· I 'otorna1· of :m aeres, knU\nl as Harwood 's 
J,..l:i11d ··;and ,.;o 011. 

.\ 11 i11n•11tury of t'\•1·onl iu Hoc·k\·ille of Josl1ua 
( 'l1ilton 's l'state at tlH· tinil' of l1is dPath i11-
..Judl<l: :'.\!ale Servants \'ahwd at :t:::,:!31; FernaJp,.; 
:11 $-!-,:>;>~: furniture arnl bedding Yalueu at$:.!;){ 
i1wl11di11g a harondw awl si11!!,lP harness valueu 
"1 * HiO. 'l'orn l \·al w • $8,2:.m.oo. 

'l'l1Prl' an• sev1,ral marhl1· gra\·c markers on 
t Ii<' farm, among tl1l'lll ·' }f atilda Chilton Young, 
divd }\·hruary 1(;, u~:3;)," anutl1cr marker 
.. I. 'at lll'ri11P Rl101les, eon sort of George Rhodes, 

-·lqi:1rted tlii:-: life DPeemlwr 10, 1830," and 
,mothPr-"HillyN Dy0r, departed this life 
.Janunry :2, 18:2:2, aged GH years." 

.Toslrna Chilton outliveu all of his chiluren 
and it is the understanding of the Oxleys that 
lw kf t the place to his sef'ond wife, but he made 
110 will; hence his estate inventory was on the 
('(Jll rt records. 

The land records indicate that J oslrna Chilton 
pun·ha:-:ed "The Mansion" property from 
Hi(·liard J. Bowie of Bec>ding, and other records 
indirnh~ a trad. of land called John's Dc>light 
and part of Concord (no dates given), total 
44!il, 2 acrE>s,' "with an estimated annual value of 
$:200 CUlTPnt money.'' The inventory at the time 
of hi:-; 1leath lists The Brick :\Iansion, 22 feet 
,.;qnan•, 2 stories high with bast>ment, a frame 
addition rn x 31 ft., and a 1fotached brick kitchen 
awl slave quarters 1 G x 30 feet; and other huilJ
ings of various descriptions-all in a bad state 
of rPpair. 

In restoring the ahove huikliug::-i the pre,.;ent 
owrwr replaeed the wall:,.; of the frame portion of 
tlw house with makhing bricks on a DE\\' foun
dation, leaving beautiful hand-hewn beams of 
11atin· yellow poplar and oak. At the rear of the 
11011,.;P wa:,.; a1lded a gla,.;,.;1•d-i11 family room 1-1- x 

:33 ft. and a smail bedroom O\'t>rlookiug thr· 
mom1tain::-i. 

Hamhli11g t11rnugh this ''rna11sio11," wl1il'h is 
!:J:2 fret long, i:-; a n·al treat, for Olll' \Yh\l ap 
prPeiah•,.; liannony of 1·olor, and dl•t·orat ion. 
with frn·11i,.;liing,.; whil'h an· 11,;\•ful a,; \H'll :t" 
heautiiul. Tlll're is an air of luxury, ·without 
ostn1tation-l'rnpha::-:is on comfort. 

Entering through tlw ::-:ix. panelll'll uour, into 
t lie liYing room, in the main:!:! foot square hriek 
house, we arc im}H'l'"'Sl'll with thl' antique fea
ture,;;, a huge tirepla<'P with ohl wood 11w11td, 
and another ,;ix. pa1wlled Lloor, lealli11!.!_· to tht· din
ing room, \\ ith an()t~wr olJ firPphwe, bac·k to 
hack, \\·ith old 111allil•l of WOlHl. 111 01\l' l'Ul'llt·r ot' 
the ]jyjuµ; ruun1, i:-; th1' original ::-<piral st:1in\ay, 
il'adiuo· to a Y1·n· w,•ll li 0 ·htl'd lH-'droorn anll liatli 
on sc1:i11d tio01·: wimlo~~s 011 t hrt•l• sidt'S, \\ itll 
momnai11 Yiew,.;, Yery appf•aliug outlook. 

H1•yowl the dining room, tlH•re is a HH»krn 
kitchen, ligl1! <1llll roo111.\". All 1!1\':-;l' roulll"' lt:1n.> 
expost>d lwmn", of oak arn1 lJOlJlar. ::-:t;1i11 .. (l 
brown. Still further toward thl' L'ast of the 
kitchen, is tllL' former ''ln'el'zeway." !1ftx.14 ft, 
now a pmnler room, with hath. ~\11 theSL' rooms, 
which were U(·t;1ehetl. of \\·0011 emi;-;truetion (Past 
of the main bri(·k stnll'ture of ahout thl' yt·ar 
1800), ll<n-e heen n'construch>d of hrick, 011 1ww 
foundations, and pni11tetl \d1ik. 

A f.::,arnre or ti1is real "manor hou,.;p," i,.; tlw 
new glasseu-in porch 3;) fed long and 1-1- feet 
"~iJe, along the north side of tlie other room::-:. 
Views of Virginia mountains, and lll'arhy 
"Stronghold," arc plc>asing features of the 
scene. The well mowPd field;; leaJ down a slope 
to a wood lot, not far from a bend in the Poto
mac. A neat arnl substmttinl barn, large l'IWngh 
for several riding hor,.;Ps, is uoticed, to thl' left. 

:Jlodern all-year comforts hm·e been proYided, 
by a dt•ep well, automatic electric pump, base 
board lwar, ami ekdrie lights throughout. The 
kind of comfortahle eountry estate, with a 
strmig appeal, to retirc>d rouples, in a si·tting 
whieh commands extensin• outlooks, in all 
directions. A desirahle iwig·hborhood, of '·old 
homes.'' 

Mrs. Georgiana Cart01· <'auw to '\Va:shington, 
D.C. 44 yPars ago from :Jlissouri and married 
Lt. Jamrs l\Iorse Carter (now deceasel1), a 
direct dt>scendant of Robert (King) Cartl'r of 
Tidewater, Virginia. Tlwy h~ffc one daughtL•r, 
Mrs. ,Joi• C. HayPs, who with hPr hushan<l is on 

..t ,, 
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fnrloug-h from an ussign11H'11t in ,\fri<'a with the 
l111l·nmtional lh•n•lopmc.mt Rer\'ic·Ps, lllc. 

~I rs. Carter hns hc•t•n n•1•ogni7.l'll ns n skilfocl 

/vt:/6-Jo 

int<11·ior 1h•rorntol', whol4<' tal1•11ts liaYC' hr<'n <1i :--
pla.' t•d 011 somt• of' tl1t• notable ol<l lto1111•s in 
<lro1·g<'town mul ''i<·inily. 

The Oaks I 

OF tlw mmwrons honsl's in ~lcmt~o11u.'rr 
('01111ty with whi1·h tlw Higgs fmuil~· has 
ht•t•n ic1P11tifi<'d, th<' one show11 is one 

or tlw lt•l\l't \\'ell known. although it wns in 
posspssion oft h~ fnmily for well O\'t•r a c·t.•nt ury. 
Pcirhaps this i:- l11•c·nt1i:il' or its lclC'ntio11 1111 II S{'l
d111u tnn·l·lll·ll l'H>:-;s-t·ouut l'y 1·011d whi<•)J tl'nni-
11ah·:- nt thi~ form. 

Ht>nhc>n Hi~gs, hom in l\fay, 1775, n son of 
~a1111wl nnd #\rm·lin ( D01·~<'Y) Riggs wns th~ 
ow1wr of 801) n1·n•s of uhont th<' hC'st form land 
i 11 M 011tgom<'l'Y ('on 11 ty at the timl' of llis cl Put h 
in 1$:!9. The hons<' shown bt•low of log1>1 n11<1 

fralll<'. Jwlit•Yt>Cl to han• het•n !milt ht•forc 1800, 
was nu th<' !'stat<• of Rt>Uhl'n. It was part of n 
rn111·h largl'r hous<', hnilt a <'<'ninry Inter, nn ad-
1litio11 linr<'l~· shown to tlw rhd1t i11 tlw pholo
gn~ph. It is lll'lit•\'C'1l tlmt tlw 01·i;.d11al pnrt 
sl1<>wn nhoYl' was lmilt hr Ht•ulw11 'R r11tll('I', Ham-
111·1. for H1,uhN1 li\'l'tl for rnnnv v1•nrs in nuothcr 
11ou:-t• tll'.irh~· on thr sanw pla;1i'ation. (St•e The 
Oak:-. 11.) :-illmtwl of H, 1-lOll of HP11Jwn, itc•c·or<l
iuir to family tradition, was th0 first to live in 
t lw honse. 

H1·uh"n 111an·i<'d in 1805 l\tury Willl'lon 
'l'homas, n dau~ltt1•r of Major 1l<•iwkiah rl'homas 
m11l i11hl'rit1•<l a pnrt of his hu·gc• estnte from 
his wifP ':- fath<'r in addition tn his inlwl'itmtc·<' 
from his fotlwr. Hnm11Pl. 

\\"lil'll ~am1wl Higgs or H. was 1'Yl'll{y ".\"<'Ill'!' 
ol1l in l~:l:J. Ill• 111a1TiPd ~lil1·ah "·ayma11 Oriflith, 
1111<1 1111'~· <':o.lahlishe1l tlw111s<•ln•s at The Oaks, 
1111d l1acl uiue <:l1ildn."n. It is supposNl that Hnm-
111·1 ul' H .. ht•for<· l1is marria~e had lin•cl in lti:
fat lwr 's hottst' on t hi' adjoining fH r111-now Oaks 
11 -mul thnt tlll' oldrl' p:u·t of tlw oltl l1onsc at 
•rJ11• I >aks was n•1·m11litio11P1l for 1lll' hri1lt• nnd 
.~rn11111. ~anmcl of R. hnilt up an <'Y<'n lar:rl'r 
""tali· titan l1is l'all1C'r HPnhcn, ownin.ir almost 
n I l111usand <H'r1•s of prinw fn 1'111 huul. 

San11wl of H. was n<:tiv" n111l hig-hly rc•gnrded 
11~· tl1t• t•lt•i•lornt" of 11is <·n1111t~-. I le• wns n 1·01m
ty 1·onuuissi01wr from 1 K:i(i to 1 ~Ii I, scrvc.•tl in 
f h<• Stat<• roust ii 11t ion a I <'on ''t>ll 1 ion of 18ti7. 

wa~ <'lc•5•t1•cl tlw ll<'xt .'·c•nr to tlw O<'U<'ntl .\,..:-<'Ill 
hly of Mni·ylnwl, nnd \\ns rc<'l<'l'lt•1l i11 IX7:! M'l'\ 
ing until 1874. ~tilc·ah, his wif<'. <liNI iu l•'t•li1'11 
ary. rn7~, nnd in Odol>1•r, 18i.;, h<' mani1•d 
(•;Iiznht'th II. \\'orthing-ton. wi1low of 'T'hnma' 
\\'Mflii11g-lon. Hn1111wl Bigg-l-1 of' H. di1·d 1d Tiu• 
( >111<!:! in ( )dohPt·, 188:!. • 

t • J>Oll the <lt'Htll or Humucl of n. t h1• lw11w 
1-;tcud, inc·lnding about five h11t1<lrcd 1w1·1•s 111' 
lnml, pm;!-:cc.l to his r-on, Samn<.'I, .Jr., 1l who i11 
18/fi hntl marri<·d Lama Vir1--rinia llowarcl X1•Pl. 
widow or 'I'homns .l\c•t•I. Of lh<' four SOiis :11111 
two claug-lticr·s of tl1is m1ion, tlw old ltonw a;wi11 
pu-:s('tl to a Snmm•l Ri:.!gs, .Jr., I l [, who wns 
horn nt Th<' Oaks in lH~ll. Jn l>c><·l'mht•r, l!l04. 
lie was marric•1l in Baltimore to :\Inn· l >11ni111-t· 
ton ('hristoplwr who wns a dnnKhtc1: of .Ja111;•s 
<1nrstnirs C'hri:-;foplu•r nnd ll!'tll't<'tta <ll'illith 
( 'hristophcr. 

Hmuu<•l Higgs, .Jr. I I I, nntl Mai·~· <'hri:-lopllt'r 
Ifo~g:-; hacl om· daughter. H<'m'il·tta: slu.• is till' 
wife of Robed II. Cllidtcl'tc1· of Oat11111d, aml 
one sou 8arnm•l Hi~~s IV, who was 11 grnd11111t• of 
the T"11h·cr:-;ity of Marylmul. Hanmcl Hig-1-t~ .Jr. 
HI wws for a fillll' a nwrnh1•r of thl' C 'on11ty 
fionnl of Cornntil'sio1wrs an<l .Jmlgt· or llw 
Police Court until lti~ death iu rn:w. 111 1n::o 
I h<• olcl honll' wn" 'old tu tlw lat<' l>r. .J,11111·s 
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