
CONFIRMATION OF LOCATION OF 
THE DUVALL FAMILY GRAVE YARD 
In 1975 Rev. Robert Duvall Smith, son of Glena Duvall Smith, interviewed Bertie 
Washington Duvall (b.2-7-1894, d. 10-12-1987), daughter of William Franklin 
Duvall (b.4-29-1894, d. 12-30-1933) her father, a son of Grafton Duvall.  Aunt 
Bert married Floyd Samuel Grimes.  The interview was voice taped.  In that 
interview, she stated that her grandparents, Grafton Duvall (b.3-17-1813, d.12-10-
1890) and wife Harriet Scheckles (b.9-4-1818, d. 4-17-1891) were buried on the 
Joseph Montgomery Duvall farm on Woodfield School road.  We still have that 
recording.  Sherwood Duvall (b.11-21-1880, d. 6-8-1933) was the son of William 
F. Duvall.  Sherwood's wife, Verdie Roller (Fulk) Duvall (b.2-3-1882, d.10-23-
1969) had her first born child on 1-25-1907, a girl named Garnet Assymnetta 
Duvall that did not live.  The Duvall family has always known that that baby was 
buried on the Joseph Montgomery “Mont” Duvall farm in the Duvall grave yard.  
Garner W. Duvall, Sr. (b.11-4-1910, d.8-27-2002), son of Verdie and Sherwood 
Duvall, always said that 3 stones marked the graves in a fence line. 

In 2018 in a conversation with Henry King of Mount Airy, Maryland, Henry told 
me that he knew where the graves were located on the Mont Duvall farm.  He grew 
up on a farm across the road from Mont's farm.  Henry is 82 years old.  He told me 
that from age 7 on until he went into the service around age 20, he helped and 
worked with Mont Duvall.  He said that Mont Duvall on many occasions showed 
Henry the location of the stones that were the Duvall Graveyard.  Henry thought a 
stone with writings on it were in his memory.  

Joseph Montgomery Duvall, in a deed dated November 23, 1910, bought the land 
from a court sale (must have been a family dispute) where the deed is contained in 
book #216 on pages 270 and 271.   After describing the meets and bounds of the 
property it lists an exception as follows: “Also reserving: the family grave yard, 
now located upon said property, as at present located with the right of ingress and 
egress to and from the same.”   Garner W. Duvall, Jr. found this language in the 
deed when he was trying to find out who owned the property in 2018.   A meeting 
has been arranged for November 3, 2018 at 10:00 AM where several people were 
going to meet near the mailbox at 24724 Woodfield Road to establish the exact 
location of the Duvall Graveyard.  The purpose is to witness the location where 
Henry King points out as being the location that Joseph Montgomery Duvall told 



him is the location of the graves.  Also, to discuss the deed, and determine what is 
needed to get these three graves recognized as being an official burial site in 
Montgomery County Maryland.  A copy of the deed is attached.  Then take a 
latitude and longitude reading to establish the exact location of the stones and site 
and sign this document to document the fact that a group of persons witnessed the 
readings of latitude and longitude. 

LATITUDE _________________________ 

LONGITUDE_________________________ 

Above reading witnessed by the following signatures: 

Garner William Duvall, Jr.   ________________________date__________ 

Glenn Wallace ___________________________________ date__________ 

Garner William Duvall, III _________________________date__________ 

William Harrison Duvall ___________________________date__________ 

Henry King _____________________________________ date__________ 

 

On November 3, 2018 the following persons met on Woodfield School Road to 
witness the location of the Graveyard located on the Joseph Montgomery Duvall 
farm:  Garner William Duvall, Jr., Garner W. Duvall, III, Glenn Wallace, William 
Harrison Duvall, Henry King, Sherry Duvall Lloyd, Charles M. Lloyd, and owner 
of adjacent property, Thomas Phillips.  See on the next page their eight signatures 
which confirm their attendance, their witness to the latitude and longitude of the 
grave site, their witness of Henry King pointing out the grave location as described 
to him by his relationship with Joseph Montgomery Duvall while working with 
Mont from age 7 to 20, and their witness to Thomas Phillips, the adjoining 
property owner, explaining that during his purchase of the property at 24724 
Woodfield School Road, the owner, Anna Mary Picket (b.1924 d.2008 bur. DMC 
Cemetery) informed him of a graveyard near his property.  She was the daughter of 
Joseph Montgomery Duvall.  Thomas Phillips said that the county now owns the 
land adjacent to him.  The group cleared some of the fallen tree limbs from over 
the large stones and searched for other clues.  Glenn Wallace, an authority on 
Graves in Montgomery County, pointed "periwinkle" plants near the stones area 



and stated they are often found near graves.  He also found signs of groundhog 
holes which are often also found near graves.  No writing was found.  

Glenn Wallace stated that he is going to record on an official map the location of 
these graves and says nothing else has to be done to authenticate this as a grave 
site.  Thomas Phillips said he is going to clear the site of fallen tree limbs.  Garner 
Duvall, Jr. and others will return at another date to investigate further the actual 
locations near the stones.  Glenn Wallace stated after 128 years of burial, without 
the coffin having a lead cover, ground-radiology will not locate remains. 

See below a picture of Grafton Duvall.  See family tree after deeds. 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

The above picture is the site of the stones taken on November 3, 2018 with the 
following persons L-R:  Garner W. Duvall, III., Garner W. Duvall, Jr., William 
Harrison Duvall, Henry King, Charles Lloyd, Sherry Duvall Lloyd, Glenn Wallace.  
In the below picture is Garner W. Duvall, Jr., William Harrison Duvall, Henry 
King, Charles Lloyd, Sherry Duvall Lloyd, Thomas Phillips, and Glenn Wallace. 

 



 



 

 

 

 



See below Grafton Duvall as a sixth generation descendent of Mareen Duvall 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the tree below, Grafton is the sixth generation of Mareen Duvall.  Joseph J. 
Duvall (b.1857 d.5-21-1910) buried in DMC Cemetery was a son of Grafton 
Duvall and a brother to William Franklin Duvall (1854-1933).  Joseph J. Duvall 
had a son Joseph Montgomery Duvall (b.6-16-1885 d.12-25-1979) that owned the 
land the graves are on.  Bordering on the west boundary of Mont's farm was 
William Franklin Duvall's farm which in 1934 became the Earl Johnson farm.  
Further investigation is going to be done to determine if Grafton at one time owned 
both of these farms which it was always believed to be the case. 

 

 

This document was written by Garner W. Duvall, Jr. November 4, 2018 


