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ACBS SU2•TI·L:;RY FORI·1 

Name Chiswell's Inheritance 

2. Planning Area/Site Number 17-19 

4 . Address 18200 Beallsville Road 
Poolesville, MD 20837 

5. Classification Summary 

Category Building 
O:mership Private 

3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference 
Map 5, Coordinate E-20 

Public Acquisition.__..._..__~~~~~~~ 
Status C£cupied 
Accessible ves restricted 
Present use Private residence 

H: 17-11 

Previous Survey Recording NRHP, HAB.S Federal~State~County~Local~ 

..., . Date 1796 7 • Original Ckmer 
Joseph Newton Chiswell 

8. Apparent Condition 

a .c,,ocrl c • Substantially unaltered 

b .arjqjnal Sjte 

Description 
Brick plantatirn house of two story, five bay main block with attached kitchen wing. 

large chimney at aach end of main block and chimney on end of kitchen wing. Front, 
flernish bond, other walls, a::mncn bend. Twelve over twelve windows, first floor; nine 
aver six,· second floor. There are nine fireplaces. carved woodwork thrcughout the house: 
intricately decorated north wall of living rcan; windCM in closet in living rcan; carved 
decoration and variety of balustraded, including one run of a Chinese Chippendale 
trellis pattern, of main staircase; panelling thrcughoot; carved chair rail in dining rcxm. 
Date, "1796". inlaid in glazed brick north clllrnney. Slate roof. Seneca sandstrne foundation.:· 

10. Significance 
Plantation house built in 1796 by Joseph Newtrn Chiswell, only srn of me of the 

earliest settlers of {nav) Mrntgarery County, on land patented by his father in the year 
of his birth and given to him on his twenty-first birthday. 

It has been lived in and the land fanned continuously since at least 1976. 
The house is an elegant canpranise of the rugged demands of the 18th century f ann 

life and those of the well-to-do gentleman planter's f amiJ.¥. The house is one of the 
earliest in Western 1-bntgarery County to be built with a crnscious attentirn to 
architectural style. At a time when most of the neighboring houses were of log, Joseph 
Chiswell built a house of brick, with symretry en the main facade and highly stylized 
interior detail. 

Da:;e :researched 1975 

M.A.G •. Kephart 

--·-· ·------

David L Prestemon, George and Mary Ann Kephart 
Natalie Bates, Christopher Owens 
13. ~ate Cowpiled 14. Designa~ion 

Nov. t 1978 
Appro':al __ 

15. Acreage - 135 acres 
----- ---------
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UNIED STATES C<:PARTMENT C>~ THE ltHERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SEilV!CE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

IL NAME 

Inheritance 

I I I 

13. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

(Check One) 

D District :.::::i Building ~ Public Public Ac qui sit ion: 

0 Site !J Structure IK~ Private l-1 In Process 

D Object [I Both l .1 Being Considered 

PRESENT USE .. - ·- ... (C.'1.eck One or l'tfore as Appropriate) 

:X1 
•:..::::J Agricultural D Government D Pork 

D Commercial ~ Industrial ~Private .. l•ence 

D Educational [J Military [] Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

--·--
f4_ OWNER OF PROPERTY 

OWNER•s NAME: 

George 0. and MaryAnn G. Kephart 
STREET ANO f\r..jMBER: 

Box 25 

fsTATE • ,,,,_, -'/ 

I .Maryland M / / - I <-L ___ _ 
! COUNTY· 

, Montgomery 
I FOR NPs us~ ONL y 
IENTR':~-~A-T E ----- ------. ------·~---

[ . -~-----J 
I 

I 
j 

I 

...; 

I 

STATUS 
I ACCESSIBLE ! 

TO THE PUBLIC 

I ~! Occupied Yes: 

[] Unoccupied l 1 Restricted 

I ! Unrestricted 
[~J Preservation work l. 

in progress ~_]{No 

---1 
I 

0 Transportation :~;Comments I 
! 

0 Other (Specify) ---------
I ----- --- ---
I 

--· -------.•. 

ic1 TY OR TOWN: 

Poolesville 
5. l,(}CAT!ON OF~AL DESCRIPTION 

rTATF· 

Maryland 

~-~~----------
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

f I I l I lJ I ·.1114 VI { 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

CITY OJ~ lCWN 

_Washington 
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The brick plantation house consists of a main block with an 
attac~ed kitchen wing on the south end. The foundation, 
visible on the exterior only from the west, is of local pink 
sands:.onc:. The roofing i_s slate shingle. 

The five-bay main facade faces east. It is laid up in Flemish 
bond with a water table of quarter-round profile about two 
feet above ground level. The central doorway is topped by a 
five light transom~ two large twelve over twelve double hung 
sash windows are on each side of the doorway. The second story 
has five nine over six double hung sash windows. The walls are 
carried over the openings by jack arches. 

The north end, laid up in com.l'ton bond, has a flush gable chim
ney capped with five courses of corbelled bricks. Inlaid in 
glazed brick near the peak of the gable is the inscription 
"C S" with the date "1796" below. There are small four light 
windows opening into the attic on the extreme of the gable. 
Two windows at the east and west extremes of the first floor 
have been bricked in. 

I 
The west facade, laid up in corrunon bond, has a central rear j 
door with two nine over rine hung sash to the north and two I 
six over six double hung sash to the south on the ground floor.J 
On the second floor there are three symmetrically spaced, equal ; 
sized nine over six windows and an additional small, four over I 
four double hung sash with a single shutter. \ 

The south.end has an external chimney with a two-story base 
tapering to a stack. Small single light windows pierce the 
gable on either side of the stack with two larger four over 
four double hung sash below. A door opening exists on the 
south as well as on either side of the kitchen wing. The west
ern door opens to a recently added porch. The eastern door 
opens into a walkway to the kitchen wing which was formerly 
exposed, but was enclosed at sometime in the past. 

The kitchen wing reits on a stone foundation without a base- i 

ment. It has an external chimney on the south end with a free- I 
.standing stack capped by four courses of corbelled brick. The 1 

chimney base is of two depths, one for the main cooking fire
place, and one for the bake-oven. The one-and-one-half-story 
base has tapered weatherings, the east part of the base pro
jecting outward about one-and-one-half feet less than the rest. 
Dormers on either side of the roof are later adcitions. 

Both the main block and the kitchen wing hdVC boxed cor11iccs 
covering the rafter ends. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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#7 Description (Continued) 

The Lascm~n l is divided in lo Lhre0 rooms by the S<lnd'-' tune f oun, 1 •• 1-1 
tion walls that support the interior brick partition walls above.I 
The longitudinal wall runs the length of the house and divides 
the basement in half. The east-west wall runs only from the 
eastern foundation to the central wall, dividing the eastern 
portion of the basement into two smaller rooms. (The western 
end of the east-west wall is supported by posts.) The longitu
dinal wall is pierced by two doors and small wooden-grilled win
dow openings into each of the smaller rooms. There is a fire
place on the western side of the north wall and a fireplace 
foundation on the eastern side of that wall. A small segment of 
the arch supporting the southern hearths is also visible in the 
basement. 

In the attic, five seven-foot high posts resting on the brick 
north-south partition wall support a longitudinal tie-beam which 
is mortised into the brick end .walls. The posts are supported 
by angle braces resting on the interior partition walls. Pegged 
to this beam are lateral tie-beam.s;....which are mortised, tenoned, 
and pegged to the rafters near their midpoints. The rafters in 
turn are mortised, tenoned, and pegged at the peak. The floor 
joists rest on and overhang the exterior wall~ and are in-filled 
between. They support a false plate to whic~ the ends of the 
rafters are mortised, tenoned and pegged. 

On the no.rth end of the attic the separate fireplace stacks, two 
flue on the eastern side of the house and three-flue on the west 
ern converge forming a corbelled arch. 

The interior of the main block of the house is divided approxi
mately into quarters by the interior partition walls. The 
longitudinal, north-south partition wall is constructed of brick, 
approximately one foot thick, rising the full two stories. The 
east-west partition wall, located slightly to the south of the 
center line of the house, is of brick nagging construction on 
the first story and wood above. ,, 

On the ground floor, the main doorway opens directly into the 
northeast (living) room. The north wall of this room has a cen
tral fireplace flanked by cupboards. The fireplace opening is 
C'ncloscd by Cl do~Jc.:ircd surround of hc.::ivy moldin9. Thl'.; c,1r r- ics 
conso.lL~S \,·hich support .::i curved iricze course, betl rnold_i_n<J and 
mantle shelf. The central motif of the fireplace is a block 
decorated with a carved flower design and a cutout ogee orch. 
Above the mantle shelf is a panel with a crossetted surround, 
shield motif carvings in the crossetts, and bellflower motif 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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fB. Sl~:~~ol~~~~e~k O_n_e_o_r M_o_r_e_o_s -A-pp-rop_,;_o-te_)_ -------------------- ------------==-1 
CJ Pre-Columbian l_J 16th Century }f'._::} 18th Century L- j 20,f. Centur) I 
O 15th Century [] 17th Century ['J 19th Century I 

!-------------------------------~--------------~~ 
SPECIFIC DATEISI (If Applicob!e and Known) l 79~6------------------------j 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or .~!ore us AppropriBte) 

Abor iginol 

i::J Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

I, I Agriculturr 

K}( Arc hi tee tu re 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

O Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

[] Engineering 

1·1 Indus try 

! I Invention 

i l Landscape 

Architecture 

0 literature 

0 Military 

r:-1 Music 

[] Political 

[] Religion/Phi-

losophy 

I I SLiencn 

I I '.>culpturc 

L-J Socio I/Human-

itarian 

[.=l Theater 

[~l Transportation 

CJ Urban Plc'lning 

X_?j Other (Sperif}') 

local history 

I 
The Chiswell family is one of the earliest in this part of i 
Maryland. Stephen Newton Chiswell emigrated from Leicester- i 
shire, England in 1735 at the age of 20. He originally set- i 
tled in Anne Arundel County. ' After marrying his first cousin,! 
Sarah, he moved to the Poolesville area where he had acquired ,. 
considerable landholdings through patents from the Crown. . 

Stephen Chiswell is ref erred to in the land records of the j 

time as "planter of Frederick County" and his only son, Josephr 
carried on this family tradition. In 1778, on his twenty- I 
first birthday, Joseph Newton Chiswell received from his 
father a gift of some one hundred and forty acres of land. 
Included in this gift ~as a tract of ninety acres which 
Stephen had named Joseph's Choice when he acquired it by 
patent from George III in the year of Joseph's birth. Most of 
this original tract is included in the present farm. 

During the next ten years, Joseph Chiswell acquired several 
contfguous parcels of land and in 1788 he obtained from the 
State of Maryland a patent for his consolidated holdings under 
the name of "Chiswell's Inheritance." He built the existing 
plantation house in 1796. The house has been lived in and the 
land farmed continuously since at least that date. 

Chiswell's Inheritance is an elegant compromise of the rugged 
demands of eighteenth century farm life and those of the well
to-do gentlemen ·planter's family. ·The house is one of the 
earliest in Western Montgomery County to be built with a 
conscious attention to architectural style. At a time when 
most of the neighboring houses were of log with little atten
tion to summetry and detail, Joseph Chiswell built a house 
with symmetry on the main facade and highly stylized interior 
detail. The carved woodwork throughout the house has a 
character that differentiates it from other Montgomery County 
buildings. The origin of the designs is unknown, but of Ii 

particular significance are: a) the intricately decorated 
north wall of the living room, b) the windo~ in a closet on 
the north wall of the living room. (This may be the only ex- I 
ample of this type of window in Maryland.), c) the main 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) ! 
----- ---- --------------------··--------------- ------' 
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decur<ltions along the oulside uf Lhe molded sui_-round. 'J'hL' c:ej l
ing cornice has a vine motif of high Federal style. 

The flanking corner cupboards have double, round arched, three
panel doors with a five inch molded surround and molded keystone. 
Inside the left cupboard are three butterfly shelves. The bottom 
two shelves are absent in the right hand cupboard; the now
bricked window in the north wall is visible at the back of the 
cupboard. 

A door in the south wall of the living room leads to the dining 
room. The south wall of this room has a door on the eastern 
side opening on a walkway to the kitchen wing. Next to this, and 
slightly off-center to the west, is a fireplace with a dogeared 
surround supporting fluted blocks, a dentiled course and a molded 
mantle shelf. The central motif is a block carved with a design 
consisting of three six-pointe~ flowers separated by groups of 
five flutings. To the right of the fireplace, about four feet 
from floor level, is a one-and-one-half foot by one-and-one-half
foot pass-through to the kitchen w·~g. 

A door in the west wall of the dining room leads to the present 
kitchen. The south wall of the kitchen has ~door on the west
ern s~de and a fireplace off-center to the eastern side. The 
fireplace is decorated with a dogeared surround, supporting two 
brackets,. a course carved in a triglyfh and metope motif and a 
molded mantle shelf. A block in the center of the frieze is 
carved with a motif of three diamonds separated by groups of fivE 
flutings. 

The door in the west facade opens into an entrance hall. To the 
north of the hall is a small lil1rary. The small, centered fire
place in the library has a dogeared surround, surmounted by a 
three-panel frieze, bed molding, and mantle shelf. To the west 
of the fireplace is 'a bricked in window opening. To the east 
is a two-door closet with a molded surround, carved frieze, and 
a pediment:· 

On the ground floor, the jambs and soffits of all the windows anc 
the two doors through the longitudinal partition wall are pQnel
le<l. 'l'hc :i.~unbs of the~ windows in t_he ntdin fac.t<.lc arc spLl'/C·d. 
The three door!:; in the exterior walls (other than the doot· in 
the kitchen) are hung with hand-wrought strap hinges approximate
ly three feet long. The doors in the rear facade and in the soutr 
wall of the dining room are of diagonal beaded boards on the i11-

s ide and panels on the outside. The main door is panelled on 

both sides. (See Continuation Sheet #3) 
·--------
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The chair rai 1 thruuSJhou L thL! rooms of both the firs L Llml sect1nd 
floors is three-inch beaded board with a rail of semicircular 
profile. The exception is the dining room which has an unusual 
chair rail consisting of a beaded board and an applied band 
carved in a triglyph and metope motif similar to the course 
above the kitchen fireplace. 

The main staircase, rising along the north wall of the entrance 
hall, is a three-run, half-turn staircase with landings. Two 
turned balusters rest on each tread and support a carved hand
rail. Each tread is supported by a bed molding and the tread 
ends are decorated with a carved motif. There are small newel 
nosts at the turns. The balustrade continues along the second 
floor hall and up the stairs to the attic as far as the turn. 
The narrow auarter-turn staircase with winders leading to the 
attic has a-patterned, jigsaw-work balustrade on the left-hand 
side. On the right-hand side, ·from the turn of the stairs to 
the attic is a Chinese Chippendale trellis balustrade. 

From the second floor hall, between the attic stairs and the 
west wall is the entrance to the northwest room. The fireplace 
in the north wall of this room is off-center ,to the west. It 
is identical in decoration to, but smaller than, the fireplace 
in the library below. The fireplace is flanked by closets. The 
room is separated from the hall by a partition wall of beaded 
board. ·· 

The master bedroom in the northeast corner of the second floor 
has a fireplace in the north wall slightly off-center to the 
east. The fireplace is enclosed by a dogeared surround with a 
three panel frieze above and a mantle shelf supported by a bed 
molding. It is flanked by closets, around the doors of which 
are dogeared moldings with a plain keystone. Above the fire
place is a recessed·pan~l surrounded by a dogeared molding. 

The bedrooms in the southeast and southwest corners of the seconc 
floor are plain. Each has a fireplace with a molded surround 
and a molded mantle shelf. 

On the east side of the kitchen wing is a small room approximate
ly six feet by ten feet, presently a laundry room and formerly 
"slave quarters." 

'I'he "old kitchen" has two fireplaces in the sou th wall, a la rye 
(approximately five feet wide by four feet high) cooking fire
place ~ith a period crane, and a smaller fireplace with a bake 

(Sec Continuation Sheet #4) 
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#7 Description (Continued) 

oven. (The bake oven opening is bricked in behind.) 'I'herc •u:e 
metal support bands under the header arches of the two fireplaces 
All of the exterior openings have wooden lintels, the one over 
the door and a window in the west wall being continuous. A 
wooden ladder fixed to the wall in the northeast corner leads to 
a trapdoor to the loft above (the opening is now covered over). 

Alterations: 

The following alterations have been significant in giving the 
house its present appearance: 

a. Two windows in the north wall on the ground floor have been 
bricked in. They appear to have been closed very early in the 
life of the house, probably because the prevailing winter winds 
make this wall very cold even ~oday. 

b. On both the first and second floors, there were originally 
no doors between the halls and th~southwest rooms. These are 
later additions. Also, the wall between the southwest bedroom 
on the second floor and the bathroom is not original. 

c. The wall between the northeast and southeast bedrooms on 
the second floor originally was identical to the first floor wall 
irnmediat~ly below though of wood rather than brick construction. 
This wall has been removed and remodeled with closets and a bath
room. 

d. A narrow staircase that led from the present kitchen (ris
ing in the northwest corner of that room) to the southwest bed
room and then to the attic has been removed. There is some evi
dence that a similar staircase may have led from the southeast 
bedroom to the attic, though if it did exist, it must have been 
removed a considerable time ago. 

e. The door in the south wall of the present kitchen was orig
inally a window. 

f. The walkway between the door in the south wall of the din
ing room and the "slave quarters" in the kitchen wing was orig
inally exposed to the east (though covered by the kitchen wing 
roof) . It has been enclosed to form a hall and a stairway has 
been added rising from the hall to the loft above the old 
kitchen. 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) 
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g. No alterations have significantly changed the exterior ap
pearance of the house (with the exception of the enclosed walk
way). The outlines of large porches, nineteenth century addi
tions now removed, are visible in the brickwork in the front and 
rear of the house. A porch has been added to the west side of 
the kitchen wing. A walled terrace has recently been constructed 
raising the level of the west lawn approximately two feet to the 
level of the rear door. 

Also included within the nominated property is an excellent ex
ample of a large bank barn. The frame, mortised, tenoned, and 
pegged, rests on a two foot thick sandstone wall. The posts and 
beams of the frame are hand-hewn oak, six to eight inches square. 
There is some evidence, in the memories of local people, that the 
barn was in existence at least as early as the Civil War. It is 
in good condition and in current use. 

Six of the original sandstone boundary markers of Chiswell's 
Inheritance remain on the property, intact, in place and in good 
condition. A typical inscription is quoted below. 

.. 

No. 22 
Chiswell's Inheritance 
Joseph's Choice 
At This End F'd Line 
J N C 1793 

#8 Significance (Continued) 

staircase with its carved decoration and variety of balustrades, 
including one run o~ a Chinese Chippendale trellis pattern, 
d) the panelling throughout, e) the carved chair rail of the 
dining roon>. 

The farm as a whole, the house together with the supporting out
buildin0s, and the land itself preserve a representative example 
of eighteenth and nineteenth century plantation life in Maryland. 

- ------------ ---------------------------------' 
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Stahl<•t', daughter of ,John ~Hubler. Tlw children 
of this mmTillg<' wt•rc Miriam, who mnrricd 
8amm'l 'Phomas of C'lwny Gron•. A t111a 1 wife of 
l>i-. f ,. 'T'. Hussh•r of .\shlo11, :\lurgt•ry, widow of 
tllC' late> Rcnlwn Brigham, still lh·i11~ in Ashtou, 
and g,hrnrd, dt•t·ensed-nud Elsil• H11owdcn the 
artist, ·now <lcccnsc<l. 

.l<~clwanl married Nellie Kelly or Howard 
County nnd bon~ht .A.uhuru, which had been the 
home of his ~rl'nt-grandfnthcr. Edw:nd bought 
.A.uhurn lt•a.Ying one hnmlred nn<l ten acres wifl1 
Tnglcsidt>. 

..:.\f'tt•r the dcnth of Frnncis in rn:~6, an<l Fnn
nic :Snowden in 1!'14:3, one hundrecl ncrcs of the 
TnglPsi<lt' fnrm \\'<'l'C sold to En•rolt Snnclt•t's, 
who o\\ ucd C'n•stlt•igh n<•nrhy. Thii-; left tc11 
uc:rcs arnl the house to li:lsic Snowden. She lind 
then~ alone, pursuing lier painting until her 
death in 1945 when the old 11,omci-;tt•a(l was i:;old 
to Mr. an<l 'Mrs. ".\[cLaury. Mr. nnd Mrs. l\fc
Laury sohl tht• Rno\\den 11lal'e to .\Ir. \\.illimn I•'. 
Bowlin~, owner 1961. 

Prnneis, or "l•,nmk" ns he wns called, a quiet 
unassuming gentleman of the old South, 'ms n 
good fnrmer nnd generous neighbor. For mnny 
years he kept a p:wk of Brooke fo:d1011nclR nnd 

is Wt·ll remcmue·n·d, jog-,1,d11g- along in hi:-. ltug'l-('Y 
with the l.10111Hb trottin~ hl•siclP l1im on lhl'ir 
way lo Howard County and the Patuxent Hivcr 
Valley. His delight wal4 to sit nt 11i.L{ht 011 n 
high hill listening' to tlw melodious 11otl-s 111' his 
hounds ht vnllc•y and mc;idows. 

l•~lsit• Snowden was n tnlt•utetl nrtist; h1•r work 
in wakr color \\'as higl1ly regarded hy a rt l'l'il i(.•s 
of \rashington mill Philadelphia. ~hl' w1111 a 
Tiutllhl'l' -of awards and sd1oltll'sl1ips for paint
iu~·s which sh<' exliihitetl from time to tillll' . 

The Ingleside• house has been consi(lt•ralil~· 
mndificd Rincc it was occnpie<l hy tlw 811owdt·1L 
fm11ily. To Ow left. is a }urge li\·ing room. l'or
llll'l'!y (livith•<l from tlll' l11tll by n pnrtiti1111. 'l'u 
llw 1·i~hl of fill' hall i:-. n lihn1ry with lire•pl:H'\' 
hchi11d which i:-; n cli11i11g room <•xtc11c..li11~ 1'11.• 
\\'i11th of tho lions<'. Tlw floors at'l' nwdi1m1-
\\'idth pine in fine condition. 

The outside walls an• unm:ual for :\ liou~l' 
l>Uilt after Hmo. Tlwy :ire of pine }JOit'"· ltn111l
lwwn 011 two ~iclt•s, anti st'I YCrticnlly for :-.Ind 
lli11g-, f hen fillNl i11 or "11og-g-ccl" with n•d hri1·k. 
The• hri<•ks hn\'C hcc11 left expo:.cd in m:rn~· 
plnc<'s on the inl'\i<lc and the whole mah" a YPn· 

attnwtivc, moR:tir-lik<' int<•t·ior wn11. · 

Chiswell's Inheritance 

BUT for tht' ambition 11•111 dctcnuin.ation of 
an ~~n~li:-.hnuw and hi!\ ('Ottrngc' in ''Oll

qrn'1·ing u wildenwss iu A nl!'l'll'H, one of 
the fin<'st Coloninl J1011st's in 1\tontgomcry 
( 'mmty might ne\'t•r ha,·o bt•en built. 'l'hc hl'il'k 
lio11s1• ... 1iow11, an <'X(•t'llt'nt example of et afts 
111am.ltip. hns stood in the e•ai:;tcrn edge o•' Pool<~s
,·ilJ1•, :1hu11t tW!'llly miles nnl'tll<'nst of Hoekdll<' 
:-.ill('l' 17%. 

l"nlikc so mauy Colonial honscR, stnnding for 
100 yPars or so ns momm1C'nts to their h11ildrrs, 
lhi~ n111• is delinit ely <latt'<l, fo1· 011 th1• ~nhlP nnrl 
ne>a 1· th" pl•ak of t lie• root' 1•:\11 h<' pin i11 ly ~wen in 
lilac·k l11•a<l(•r hri(·ks. "('. ~. li~lo", stHnding for 
~tc•phPH ~<·wton ( 'hiswc•ll, tlw huildt>r. 

Tl1n1 young- mnn in 17:!:> nt. Ilic ngl• of lwl•nty 
y<'aa·:-- s1•t out l'rom l•:ng-1:11111 as n pass('11g<'r on 
a ;-;niliug ,.<'~s1•l wi1l1 a linu anthition to nrnk" his 
way i11 Amc1ic·n. 1 lis plan was to go to liv<' 
\nth his 11twl~1 :fos<'ph ~1·wto11, who \\as S1'1tl<•d 
in .\nn<' Arnn<l!'l ( 'omity, l\f ar,rl11111l. On his 

~O !l!l Jo:.:: S'l'fo:I' 111.' ~ E\\'TO\ C'll ls\\' I I I . 
17!1fi IHll('f\ 

wny 111·ross tlw .\flanti c• the> ship was Wl'l'Pkl'rl. 

'!'hr yonng ma 11, wit 11 th 1·1•p oth" rs, wn,.; I' i 1 ·k(•r l 
11p hy nnother fillip nnd tuk(•n to R110lll' Isl1111tl. 
.\ ftC'I' mnny otl1C'r a1ln•11t11n•s, h(• fi11ally n•a1·l11·cl 
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l 1i,..; tllH'h· 's house in lo\n•r ~I ary lau<l. X ot long 
aft1·r hi,; arrinll tlien', lie obtained a grant of 
:-1·\·1·ral t!tou,..;aiHl a('res of land known as Chis
\n•ll ':-: lu!teritance from tlte Lord Proprietary 
<iov1·1·11or of the Provi1we. The land was in 
Fn•deri"k ( 'onnty, as ~lontgonwry County <li<l 
11ot IH'<'ollle a :-;pparate eou11ty until 1776. 

~\ftPr n•siding with his unck·, Joseph Xewton, 
for a ,,·!till', Sh>plwn f Pll in Ion• with Sarah, his 
tir,..;t "ousin awl the olde,;t daughter of his unde, 
.Jo,.:1·pl1. .\:-; hi,.; u1wle wa,; a widower, ht• de-
11111 JT( ·d when Steplwn a;.;k<>d for permission to 
1wuTy Sarah. He rL·plil'd that lie ('ould not :-:pare 
l11•r. a:-: lu· was depernlent upoll hPr to look afti;r 
Iii,.; ot lu·r da11.d1tern and tak<' «a1·e of the doml'ti
t i1· affair:,; of tlte honw. Y 011ng Stephen per
si:-:t1·d. 

Fi11ally hi:,; 11ucle rna<l1• l1im a proposition. He 
suggestpd that 11is four da11gl1h>rs be stood up 
i11 a row, tlwir ages varying from Sarah who 
'"as 17, to th<' you11gL•:--J who was only 8, aml 
t !tat Stt>plwn de"idl' whi<'h of the sisfrrs, 0xeept
i11g Sarah. should h<'<'Ollll' 11is hride with the 
l'atl1<•r's hl1•ssing. But StPpl1P11, heing a yo1111g 
mall of dis{'rimi.nation a,.; Wl'll as determinatioll, 
Ji .. Jd to his de<·ision, awl refu:,;<'d to be sati:,;fied 
'"ith a11yo11p hut Sandi. 

Tl1<' 1'011pl1·, fl'<'li11g t!tat tlu· pan•utal l.Jlcssing 
would 1101 h<' fortlwm11i11g, dPl'idNl upon c•lope
rn1•11t. 'l'IH• iwxt da~·, al'1·ordi11g to the tra1lition 
of' 1 h1· fa111ily, S:nah rnd1· 11<'1' own horse to the 
(·hurd1, lllC't her lo,·.,r, and was marriPd. 'fhPy 
t 11<'11 t ra veiled to Cit iswL• ll ':,; LodgP, w lwre they 
l111ilt a log <"ahin in the wiltlPrncss in 17:)8, and 
appan•11t ly livt>d happily for many yl'ars, for 
it was not m1til fifty-Pi.~·l1t yt•ars later that 
StPpl1<•11 attairn•d his burning· mnhition to huil<l 
a line hri"k lto11,;1·, a I"PJll"o<ludion of the home 
h1· !Pft in E11gfo11<l. .\ dP<'d i:-; on rerord in H0<·k
Yilh•, d:t!(•d SPpt1•nil>P1· 11, 17S7, rom·<•ying fi\"I~ 
plot:-; of land. Pqualling twu hundred and 11i11ety
,-i \ ;wr<',;, to St1•plw11 X1•wton ('Jiiswdl, arn1 it is 
1·a ll1•d Sarah's C'hoiec. 

Thi• l1oust> was built of rn11!d1 large English 
l1ri1·k, lai1l np in Fl<·mi,..;h ho111l hy English ~irirk-
11ud;pr,..;, and no clonht mad<' in a kiln in the 
111·i.!.dtl1orhood. Tlw familiar ro11n<lc<l wate' tahl0 

appl•ars about thirty i1wlws aho,·e tlw gru1111<L 
auJ the \dioh~ is a ti11e job of hrieln\·ork. Tlwre 
arc four rooms on the tirst fioor, including the 
old sla,·e kitehen wi1ieh has a seven-foot high 
tir0plaee with the erane still in plal'P, and an old 
bake oYC'll on tlil' l,·ft sid0. Eaeh of the other 
roorn:,; ou tlic' 1ir,._t floor ha,.; a fireplace. The 
set·ouu floor lias four rooms and four fireplaces. 
and then' is a edlar und0r tlw whole hon:-:e with 
mwtl1Pr large slave kifrhl'n-type fin•pla1·t•. mak
iH\!.' i1i1w riruplaep,; in all. 

In tlic rnain or living room on thL· first tloor 
there is a Vt•ry fine large eaneu mankl with 
<'Ol'ncr cuphoan1s 011 t'at·h side and a r1isplay of 
sonw fine panding. A nurn her of "H II" and 
"llL" 11iHµ;cs are to be sec11, and tit(· huge 
strap 11i11gcs, haru-door type, arc on tlw two 
outside door,;, tlw lattC'r being as long a,.; the 
doors n ;·e wide. 

Early in the ui11,•teC'nth eentury the house, 
with a largi• u;:n·ugt•, wa,..; sold in ac<'onlam·e 
with iu:•t,,·1wtivi1 in the will of Jos0ph Xewtou 
CLiswdl. .Jr., who had inlicritl'd it from his 
fat;H'r. Jkfore the Cidl -war it hclong·ed to a 
family nmneJ 11attlwws, aftt•r which for a num
ber of years it was ow1wd hy Dr. Thomas E . 
.Tolmson, a promi1w11t pliysil'ian of Fn•deri(·k. 
From his 0statc• in 1 !l:2!l, t 11(• l1mtsl' with 1 :~n aeres 
of la111l, wa,; pureha,..;t•<l liy "'.\Ir:-;. lh·ryl K Gray. 
In 1 !};)() this handsonw l'olonial house," it li ahout 
1 :lo a1·rC's of laud, wa:-; p111·1'hasl•tl from t Ii(· (•statt" 
of l\Irs. Gray, hy ::\Ir. & :\lrs. <ieorgP 0. K1•phart. 

It is of <'SJH'<'ial interc•st that :\lrs. Kt•pl1art'~ 
great-gT<lllllfatlH·r, \Yas ;1 ,..;011 of Sarah ~t·\\·to11 
Cl1i:,;\wll. \Yho \>:as .·i gTm1<ldaughtl>r of ~tvpl1c·1t 
Xc·wr~,:- \ 'l.~swL·tl, the romauiit· youth, wl10 "·a-. 
si1ipwn'1·kt•J on hi,.; way to Ameri<'a, aud to 
affi11<•11ee, and the man who built the sturdy 
1!011se in 17~lli. 

'l'lw !'l1ihlrP11 of "'.\Ir. & ~frs. Kephart are, 
GN>rg0 On•rton K<•pliart, .Jr .. agt• 17, Elizal1Pth 
Perr~· KPphart. agt• 1ti. and ~\mi Frnzl'r K1·p
hart, agt• 1 :! y1•a r:-:. ( h·or.~(· j,..; ;1 stll<l,•111 :1 t I ,:rn
<!on S1~hool. and Elizaht•th is aitt>ndin~· l lolton 
,\nns Sehool, a11d .. \nu att1•nds Leland .1 m1ior 

High. 
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