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310
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Community:

Nineteenth-century church graveyard. The Grace Episcopal Church Cemetery is also known as the 
Woodside Cemetery.

Description:

HP-090 Grace Episcopal Church Cemetery
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The church was established in 1855, and the first building erected in 1857. The earliest death date 
is 1846, but that grave and marker are likely later.
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Additional Information:

In June of 2020, the obelisk marking the graves of 17 Confederate soldiers killed during the battle of 
Fort Stevens was toppled and graffitied. This occurred at the time of widespread demonstrations 
expressing outrage over the murder of George Floyd, and continued violence against people of 
color. The graves had been moved from their original location near the 1864 battlefield to the church 
graveyard in 1876 by then rector, and former Confederate Army chaplain, Rev. James Avirett. The 
graves were moved again in 1896 when the Georgia Avenue Street car was constructed, and a new 
marker was erected with "Confederate" in large block letters facing Georgia Ave. Many Confederate 
monuments were erected in the Jim Crow era to perpetuate the myth of the Southern Lost Cause, 
and to intimidate people of color. Silver Spring was segregated at this time. The church has replaced 
the toppled obelisk marker with a simpler, low-lying marker. Only one of the names of the soldiers is 
known: James B. Bland of Highland County, Virginia. Bland had served with the 62nd Virginia 
Mounted Infantry. The others are unknown, three officers and four enlisted men. Most were thought 
at the time they were first exhumed to have been very young, possibly teenaged.
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