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Additional Information:

From 2018 Montgomery Preservation, Inc. form notes: "Hayward Malcolm Hutchinson, a former 
president of the Alaska Fur Trading Company, had a 375-acre property known as "Sitka Farm," now 
Hillandale. (Source: 
http://www.montgomeryplanningboard.org/agenda/2013/documents/WOSGPublicHearingDraft.pdf) 
Hutchinson built the Sitka church on the south side of Powder Mill Road for his African-American 
workers. (Source: www.worldconnect.genealogy.com/forum/regional/states/topics/md/15072/) 
Tax records indicate this site is known as the "Johnson Family Burial Ground," as shown in Plat 
Book 10, No. 711. On the SDAT page, they actually put an older deed reference under the parcel 
name, Rhodes Good Luck, EBP2/197. That deed is for a Walter Johnson (of DC), presumably the 
namesake of this burial ground. He acquired the land through an equity case in 1865. (Source: 
Jamie Kuhns, Historic Inquiries, Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission) 
Transfer of property from Walter C Johnson to Samuel E Lee took place on September 13, 2016 for 
$0. Listed as Residential. District 05, Account Number 03316676. Map KP23, Parcel P774."

Excerpt from History of the Nineteenth-Century Black Churches in Maryland and Washington, D.C. 
by Nina Honemond Clarke published in 1983

"On April 18, 1882, a deed was made at the request of the trustees of Sitka Baptist Sunday School 
Mission . They were William M. Elexander (Alexander), F. G. Hall, R. C. Moss, I. Bomery, Tunia Red, 
P. E. Stubbs, Mills Beaman, E. M . Bunow, F. Johnson, and P. Lewis. 

They bought an acre and a half of land that was part of the Sitka Farm on Old Powder Mill Road. 
This was the same land conveyed from George W. Riggs to H. M. Hutchinson and his wife, Eliza of 
Washington, D.C.

In this edict this land was to be used for a church forever. On June 13, 1883, this deed was mailed 
to the Reverend F. G. Hall who lived in
Bladensburg, Maryland . 

A church was built on the land. At one time it was referred to as the Mills Mission and later the Sitka 
Baptist Church.

Some of the families that made up the membership of this old mission were the Beamans, Lewises, 
Hogans, Greens, Pooles, Smiths, Thomtons, Withers, and Berry families .
In addition to the Reverend F. G . Hall, other ministers who served Sitka Baptist were the Reverends 
McCauley, Goms, Emmett Burrell, and Alexander.

All but one member of the Sitka Baptist Church had died. There had been no members to hold 
meetings and to transact business for this church for many years . On February 6, 1939, the only 
surviving member, Mills Seamen, ninety-six-years old, conveyed the property of Sitka Baptist 
Church to Joseph N., William L., and Edward Beaman as joint tenants of the land.
He expressed his concern about the time when he shall have died. He wanted the title of the 
property in other hands to hold the same.  Joseph N . , William L. and Edward W. Beaman, joint 
tenants of the land of the former Sitka Baptist Church, sold it to Catherine E. Beall, and others.

This land was sold again by the director of the Department of Finance of Montgomery County for 
taxes in arrears and in default by Beall, et.al. Walter R. Hardisty bought this land on June 11, 1962 
and assigned it to John T. Hardisty on September 1, 1963. This same parcel of land is now known 
as "Colesville."n The old abandoned church cemetery still exists on the property."
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