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1. Name: Chis we 11 House 

Planning Area/Site Number: 17/47 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 11 
Coordinate L-11 

~. Address: 21310 River Road 
Poolesville, Md. 

5. Classification Summary 
Previous Survey Recording MNCPPC Category Structure 

Ownership Private 
Public Ac_q_u~i-s~i~t~i-o-n--~N~/~A----------

Title and Date:Historic Sites Inventory 
1976 

Status Occupied 
Accessible No 
Present us_e __ p_r ___ i_v_a~t-e--r~e~s·1J-1~e~n~c~e---

Federal State x County x Local - - - -
agriculture 

6. Date: 18th century 7. Original Owner: Thomas Gatton 

8. Apparent Condition 

a.~ __ _.g~o~o~d.._ __________ b. _____ a_1_t_e __ r_e_d __________ c. _____ o_r_i_g_i_n_a_l __ s_1_t_e __________ ~ 

9. Description: This three bay by two bay braced frame house faces south. 
Th~ house is sheathed in white clapboards and was built in two sections. 
The east two bay section is slightly higher than the west one bay, two 
story section. The south (front) porch has a shed roof supported by 
four fluted wooden columns. The house has two nine-over-six double-hung 
windows in the east section on the north and south elevations, first 
level. Remaining windows are six-over-six. All are flanked by black wooden 
louvered shutters. There is a one sto:,y bay window (modern) on the 
north elevation. The house has gable roofs with wooden shingles. 

10. Significance : This house is significant for its early date, and for 
its association with the prominent Chiswell family. 

In 1736 Thomas Gatton leased for 99 years, 200 acres of land from 
Annapolis lawyer, William Cumming. It appears likely that Gatton built 
a log house which formed the original part of this house. In 1789 
another Gatton, Azariah, moved from the farm and sold his leasehold to 
John Baptist Pierce. 

William and Sarah Chiswell obtained the lease on the property in 
1819. Their son, Thomas, bought the property first leased from 
William Cumming a century earlier. He also purchased additional acreage, 
increasing the farm to 412 acres. · . 

In 1830 the C & O Canal was laid through the farm. The resulting 
flush of well-being is marked by changes in the house which indicate 
prosperity and good taste. 

The farm remained in the Chiswell family until 1928, and was 
purchased by the present owners in 1932. 

·The current owners restored the house, added to the acreage, and 
maintain pasture, a varied ecological balance with plantings, ponds and 
climax forests. 

11. Researcher and date researched: Sheila Cochran/ 2/79 

12. Compiler: Peg Coleman 13. Date Compiled: 7/79 

15. Acreage: 428 acres 

14-. Designation 
Approval __ 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X.GOOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 
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_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three bay by two bay house is located a considerable distance 
from River Road. 

Built on sandstone foundations it is a braced frame house sheathed 
in white clapboards facing south. The house was built in sections; the 
east two bay, two and a half story section is slightly higher than the 
west, two story section. The south (front) porch has a shed roof and 
is supported by four fluted metal columns. The south (front) door is 
wooden paneled and is surmounted by a four light transom. There is a 
glass and wooden paneled door on the north elevation. 

The east section, first level, has nine-over-six double-hung windows. 
The remainder of windows in this house are six-over-six double-hung 
windows. These are flanked by dark green wooden louvered shutters. On 
the north elevation there is a bay window with multi-paned windows. The 
east gable has two small four light windows. 

The east and west gable roofs are covered by wooden shingles. There 
are exterior end chimneys at the east and west gable ends. At the west 
end there is an exterior fireplace and sandstone foundations which mark 
the dimensions of a lo~ house which is now gone. 

The south (front) door opens into a central hallway. An open 
string, double-run stairway ascends from south to north along the east 
interior wall of the hallway. This stairway has a simple semi-circular 
cherry railing and newel post and square balusters. East of the hallway 
is the living room and west of the hallway is the kitchen. 

The floors are random width boards. The living room and hall have 
plaster over lath walls and ceilings with crown molding. The kitchen 
walls have exposed the early brick nogging. There are bullseye door 
surrounds in the hall and dining room and paneled wooden doors. The 
east fireplace mantle has fluted engaged columns and a bowed fluted 
horizontal piece beneath the mantle. M•ny of the original wooden box 
locks are still to be found in this house. Each has a brass key to 
open the individual locks. 

The original log cabin, which was 15' by 15'9" with a front and 
back door, was torn down a decade ago. It was attached to the west 
end of the present house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Local History 

The Chiswell House and the trait of land on which it stands, 
"Preston Marsh" or "Preston March", were among the earliest established 
in this part of Maryland. The land patent_ dates from 1734, the earliest 
part of the house probably from about 1740. The stru~ture is also 
significant for its association with the Fletchall and Chiswell families. 

The land lies about a mile below Edwards Ferry, between the 
Potomac River and Mount Nebo Road. Cabin Branch forms part of its 
western boundary. 

The original 1230-acre tract called "Preston March" was granted to 
William Cumming of Annapolis and James Edmonston of Prince George's 
:::ounty.2 It comprised 130 acres of an earlier grant called "Edloe's 
Adventure" and 1100 acres of adjacent vacant land. William Cumming 
practiced law in Annapolis with Daniel Dulany, was in 1740 appointed 
Clerk for the Lower House of the General Asse~bly, and in 17~9 became 
the first member of the Frederick County Bar. It is not clear whether 
he ever resided on the property. Edmonston's interest seems clearly 
to have been that of an absentee landlord; he became a Captain in the 
Colonial Militia and later a Justice for Montgomery County.7 

In 1736 Cumming leased oat 200
6
acres of his share of "Preston 

Marsh" to Thomas Gatton, a planter. The lease was to run for 99 
years. It appears likely that Gatton built a dwelling house on 
the property so~etime during the next few years. In 1759 he divided 
the land

7
into two equal tracts, leasing ghe northern half to his son 

Benjamin and the rest to James Gatton. At the time of this transfer 
improvements existed on both tracts; the original part of the present 
Chiswell house, a small dwelling, stood on the southern section. 

It is not known whether James Gatton was, like Benjamin, a son 
of Thomas Gat~on. It seems likely, for the lease was made the year 
he became 21, and the property included the family home, which 
customarily passed to the eldest son. James Gatton died in 1777, leaving 
his land to his wife and, upon her death, to their son Azariah.10 

In 1789, at the end of the Revolution, Azariah determined to move 
away from the farm where he was born, perhaps impelled by the infant 
republic's raging inflation, the collapse of the tobacco market, and the 
opening of new and richer lands to the west. He therefore sold his 
'easehold on the 100 acres with its "messuage or tenement" to John Baptist 
rierce.11 Pierce and his wife Elizabeth lived on the property for ten 
years, until his death in 1799. His wi~~w then sold the lease for 15 
shillings per acre to Thomas Fletchall. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(continued on Attachment Sheet A) 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See Attachment Sheet C 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

l!iJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 428 a er es 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This farm is about a mile below Edward's Ferry. The Potomac River is 
to the south; Mt. Nebo Road.to the north; "Mt. Nebo" or the Summit Hall 
Turf Farm, owned by Frank Wilmot, to the east; and Cabin Branch forms 
part of the boundary to the west. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Montgomery 
STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Sheila Cochran 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 2/79 
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Dickerson ------ Maryland 20753 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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Attachment Sheet A 
Chiswell House 

M: 17/47 
Magi # 

It is through Thomas Fletihall, a prosperous farmer who owned the 
neighboring Mt. Nebo property, 3 that the Chiswell family gained owner
ship of the house and surrounding land. Fletchall's daughter Sarah was 
the wife of William Chiswell. When her father died in 1819 he left her 
the leasehold on the house and 100 acres, together with an additional 
115 1/4 acres of adjacent land.14 

When William and Sarah's son Thomas Chiswell grew up he made a 
number of additions to the famil~ properties -- first 243 1/4 acres 
purchased from George W. Peter,17 then four years later, in 1843, 
131 1/2 acres from the Cumming heirs.16 This latter purchase included 
the house and acreage first leased from William Cumming more than 100 
years earlier. Thus Thomas Chiswell created the entire 412 acre farm 
that exists today, which is made up of the 131.5 acre purchase from 
the Cumming heirs, the 115.25 acres left by Thomas Fletchall, and about 
165 acres of the purchase from George Peter. 

Even in the colonial era the Gatton/Chiswell farm had the advantages 
of good communications with the outside world, lying as it did on the 
Potomac and with River Road, one of the area's earliest highways, bisecting 
the farm. Despite these advantages 1 however, agriculture provided only 
a precarious living until after 1830. 

In that year a strip of the Chiswell land was condemned to establish 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Cana1,17 and a new era of agricultural prosperity 
opened. Wheat and other produce was hauled un River Road to Edwards 
Ferry, where canal barges took it to market in Georgetown. 

The resulting flush of well-being is marked by changes in the house 
which indicate prosperity and good taste. The structural workmanship 
is excellent, and the stair rail, which runs all the way up to the attic, 
and the mantels are unusual in such a small farmhouse. When the house 
was stripped of its plaster in 1964 it became apparent that originally 
there had been a simple structure approximately 15 feet by 15 feet 
9 inches, with only one room downstairs and probably a loft above. This 
was later enlarged by lowering the ceiling and putting two bedrooms in 
the space upstairs, while adding about three feet to the length of the 
house and building enclosed stairs. At some other date the larger section 
to the east was built and joined to the smaller, older section to form 
cm.e house as it is today. 

After Thomas Fletchall Chiswell died around 1851, his widow, Mary 
E. ChiswellJ: lived in the house until her death in 1873. Like most 
residents o the Poolesville area, she was an ardent supporter 
of the South in the Civil War. Raids by armed forces of both sides were 
frequent, and indications of earthworks dating from this period can still 
be seen along the part of the old River Road bed which runs through the 
property. 

(continued on Attachment Sheet B) 
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Chiswell House 

M: 17/47 
Magi # 

After Mrs. Chiswell's death the property passed through a number 
of hands but remained in the family until 1928, when it was sold to 
William M. Trittipoe.19 It came into the possession of John B. Cochran 
and John B. Cochran Jr. in 1932.20 In 1974 the Chesapeake and Ohio 
National Historic Park b~ught some of the farm acreage, leaving 
approximately 393 acres. 1 

The Cochran family still (1979) own the farm. Although they do 
not live there, they make every effort to maintain it well. No timber 
has been cut since the Cochrans bought the land. Mr. Cochran grew corn 
and lespedeza for quail cover and hay, and kept a few head of cattle, 
pigs, chickens and turkeys. 

Since John B. Cochran's death in 1959 his son, Carlyle Cochran, 
has run the farm. In 1964 the Cochrans restored the old house. In 1975 
Mrs. Cochran bought 35 acres of adjoining land to add dense wilderness 
habitat to the varied ecological systems already existing on the farm. 
Two ponds have been built in recent years, and white pine and tulip. 
poplar woods have been planted. About one third of the land is wooded. 
White-tailed deer, bobcats, great horned and barred owls, red-tailed 
hawks, wood ducks and wild turkeys live in these woods. The cleared 
land is used mostly for pasture. There is also a small corn field. 
At present this land supports two horses, a pony, a few chickens, and 
about 125 head of cattle. Because of the Cochrans' interest in wildlife, 
only a very limited amount of shooting is permitted. The Potomac Hunt 
uses the farm occasionally, as Mr. Cochran enjoys fox hunting. Mrs. 
Becky Keiffer, a whipper-in of the hunt, and her husband Russell Keiffer, 
a builder, live on the farm with their daughter. 

FOOTNOTES: 

1 The name "Preston refers to the scene of the Jacobite defeat in 
Lancashire in 1715. Apart from this, the significance of the name 
is not clear; it may merely refer to the wetlands on parts of the 
tract. The name is spelled variously in the land records. 

2 Land patents, Liber AM folio 389.(certificate of survey)J EI No.l/166(patent) 
3 Scharf, J. Thomas, History of Western Maryland(Phila. 1802),p. 388, 

416; Newman, Harry Wright, Anne Arundel Gentry(the author, 1970),p. 255; 
Archives of Maryland, Vol. XL p. 526. 

4 Archives of Maryland, Vol. x1i1, p. 413, 415; genealogy files -- "Edmonston" 
Montgomery County Historical Society. , 

5 Montgomery County Historical Society, genealogical files, "Edmonston". 
Archives of Maryland, XLII, 413-415, lists Edmonston as one of the 
commissioners empowered to buy land to establish the town of Bladensburg. 

6c:fLand Records of Montgomery County, H/463. 
7 Frederick County Land Records, F/793. 
8 Ibid., F/795. 
9 Census of Frederick County, 1776(Hall of Records, Annapolis); see also 

Lawrence R. Guthrie, We Veitches, etc., p. 160. 

(continued on Attachment Sheet C) 



Attachment Sheet C 
Chiswell House(footnotes) 

FOOTNOTES: (continued) 

10 Montgomery County Wills, A/50. 
11 Montgomery County Land Records, D 195 (April, 1789). 
12 Montgomery County Land Records, H/463(April 9, 1799). 
13 Land Patents, IC No. R/632. 
14 Montgomery County Wills, L/123. 
15 Montgomery County Land Records, BS 9/291 (1839). 
16 Ibid., STS 1/165 (1845); STS 4/370 (1848). 
17cfMontgomery County Land Records, EBP 30/375. 

M: 17/47 
Magi # 

18 Montgomery Countyi Register of Wills, Docket 5/10. The Martenet 
and Bond map of 1~65 shows the house and lists Mrs. Chiswell as its 
owner. 

19 
20 
21 

Montgomery County Land Records, 458/157. 
Ibid., CKW 668/277. 
Ibid., 4534/189 (May 14, 1974). 
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L .•.. -----·----------~-------r,):-? r)c (~~;er;k o_nf) or Mou, DC Ar;p,.opri~tej 
_01""'bion [J 16th Century 

::J 15th Contury 0 17•h Century 

~PECIFIC D .. TEISJ (11 Applicable an.J Known) 

!-1.11-V7 
---------- - ---------------------------. 

_______ _j 

[J. 18th Century 

~ i9th Century 

r= 20th c~ntury 

AREAS OF 51GiNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

ALor iginol 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planntn9 

0 Pr•hiatoric 0 En9ineerin; 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 lnventi on c Sci•,.1ce 

0 Architecture 0 Lands cop• 0 Seu lpture 

0 Att .Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

0 Commerc.e 0 Literature itorian 

0 C ornmun i co ti ons 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Mu•ic 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SICiNIFICANCE 

, . 



flo. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
~ (..,l<TITUDE .r.Np LONGITUOE COORDINATES ·-L.r.TIT\.JOE ,l<NO LONG!TUDE COORDINATES 

DE Fl NIN G .r. RECT.r.NGLE LOC.r.TING THE l"ROPERTY DEFINING T ... E CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRE5 

CORNER L..ATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds OegTees Minutes Sece>nds 
NW . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
~w 0 . . 0 . . 

APl"ROXIMATE ACRE.r.GE OF NOMINATED l"ROPERTY: 

A ere age Justi ication: 

l 
I 

I 
I 

)..lST ,l<LL ST,l<TE5 ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL,l<PPING ST.r.TE OR COUNTY BOUNC.r.RlES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STA TE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

! 
f 1 t. FORM PREPARED BY - --

NAME AND Tl TLE: 

Christopher 011ens / Park Historian 
OR Gi l>..NI Z.A. TION 

ID.r.H4 

MNCPPC Oct 73 ,__. 
STRc...ET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TO'r"IN: STATE 

Silver Sprinq Marv land 
1 12 .. 
~-'-JState Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature ~ 
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~17-41 

NAME C!flSW.ul- /lou$£-

LOCATION eJCD 4/v£/( ,,ect. ~ C/lfSCL a~e# - £iJwM-1> 'S ~ µd. / 

FACADE ~, 

PHOTO TAKEN !tJ/'//73 H• ?::>wYU-





NAME e Hts w&t-t.- ficus€. 

LOCATION ot-o /ll()U.. tfd. ~ e!l-r.set.... ~II 
.eZJ~/#'ZDS ~ #£ 

FACADE ~1.,. 

PHOTO TAKEN lojtl/?3 J.t,!>tAJVe.L 





NAME C/llSWe~t- j;bvs€. 

LOCATION 01.-7::> /l..tu&.i- /&I. !Ir Clft..seL- B£ANc# - £lJt<1/UiYs R~Y / #ri 

FACADE 5'. 

PHOTO TAKEN ;o/1/73 lf.'/JIAl'le..i--





NAME eHIS~ /bus£ 

LOCATION. OUJ A!/,'U/! .4:1. 

"/\CADE SW 

(coCll~ /'~) - S~t:J..K..£ ~<"' 

,(Joo~Vlu.£ ~ , 

. '"'TO TAKEN lt>l//J.3 Pl bWYIL-





-#= n-'17 

NAME CJL-'D £,111e/l. bl9-b 
LOCATION cocf!M.N ,//b~ULry /(lb?-£- slfdr'd/l.P ,,11:1. EiJ(A}/Ut>'.S' ~ /'U 

FACADE µoe1"'1 G w. 

PHOTO TAKEN 10/<//73 14,'l>(,(IY.eL-

.. 

l 


