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ACHS SUMMARY FORM o .

1. Name (Greenwood Miller's Cottage & Mill Site

%

~=". Planning Area/Site Number 23/45 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 9
, , H-9
L. Address Georgia Avenué, Brookeville

~

5. Classification Summary

Category___building
Ownership__public
. Public Acquisition N.A.
Status unoccupiled
Accessibleno
Present use -
Previous Survey Recording . M=NCPPC  Federal __ State___ County_ X Local
Historic Sites Inventory 197 -

6. Date ¢, 1840 (mill) c. 1865 (cottage) 7. Original Owner Allan Bowie Davis

8. Apparent Condition

terl?raii§ (stone cottage) original site (stone cottage)
a. ruins” (mi ¢._original site (mill)

b altered (stone cottage)

Descriptiony The Mill has been gone for many years and only a pile of rubble
and a frame cottage, bulilt in the 19th century, -and now covered with stone
from the ruins of the mill, remain. Photls ca. 1910 indicate this was a
- three-story, frame, merchant grist mill, built on a stone foundation. It
had an over~shot wheel, According to Farquhar towards the end of the
19th century the 3rd & L4th stories of the mill were put in, and flour rolls
installed.,
According to "old- tlmers", an old log cabin sat across the road, on
the north bank of the river, at one time. ,
Representative _of thée County's herit of elf-s
10. Sigrglf;cance: this cottage a%d mil r agce werse nartufc‘)%'lcalne%%t%%%%%%g f%%mmmltles
complex in the eastern County. Sltuated on the. Hawlings River, the land
was purchased by Thomas Davis in 1810 and the mill was built c. 11840 by his
son, Allen Bowie Davis. It was a typical saw and grlst mill servicing _
Davis's own Greenwood farm and the. immediate countryside. The original |
section of the miller's cottage may have been constructed about 1865 for an
ex-slave and long-time miller and blacksmith. In the 1870's the mill was
rented to John Q. Bazzell, a machinist who added an iron foundary and machine
shop4 probably to manufacture and repair agricultural implements and mill .
machinery., Bazzell probably lived in the cottage. After an intervening owner- .
ship Samuel M. Speck bought the mill in 1903 and operated it as a corn and '
grist mill until the 1920's, About 1926, when Route 97 was relocated and
widened and paved, the mill was razed. The miller's cottage was remodeled
during later ownershlps. It was bought by M=-NCPPC in 1963.

“} o

11, Date researched and researcher Fall 1978 Mark Walston
Pl . .
12 CompilerGail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled = 12 /78 14, Designation
Approval____
15. Acreage 9.5 acres v
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DESCRIPTION MId3-45

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X _oRiGINAL SITE Cottage
—GOOD X muins Mill Xarereo Cottage _moveo  pate
Xrar Cottage __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mill has been gone for many years and only a pile of rubble and
a frame cottage, built in the 19th century, and now covered with stone
from the ruins of the mill, remain. Photos ca. 1910 indicate this was
a three-story, frame, merchant grist mill, built on a stone foundation.
It had an over-shot wheel. According to Farquhar, towards the end of
the 19th century the 3rd & $th stories of the mill were put in, and
flour rolls installed.

According to "old-timers", an old log cabin sat across the road,
on the north bank of the river, at one time,

Some traces of the mill remain to be seen today. Portions of the
stone retaining wall for the mill pond still stand on the bend of the
Hawlings River, just west of the bridge, and remnants of the mill race
and road leading westward to the woods are discernable. Several of
the millstones remain in the area. ©Some are used in the miller's
cottage, either in original or altered condition (concrete having been
applied to the stone's facing). Portions of the wall surrounding the
Greenwood family cemetery were rebuilt c¢. 1890 with pieces of millstones
being incorporated into the design.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B3 SIGNIFICANCE M:23-4S

"~ PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC _—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION
-1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION — LAW __SCIENCE
—-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE _—.SCULPTURE
-.1600-1698 —ARCHITECTURE —__EDUCATION . ——MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 ART . __ENGINEERING __MUSIC —.THEATER
X 1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
--1900- __COMMUNICATIONS _‘KINDUSTHY _POLIT|CS/GOVEﬁNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION ’
. SPECIFIC DATEs 1ill c 1840 " BUILDER/ARGHITECT

cottage ¢ 1865

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
While the exact date of construction for the Davis family's Greenwood

Mill is not known, 1t appears that from early times on a mill was intended
to be erected upon this site. For, when Thomas Davis purchased the 40 acre
lot on the "Hollins" (Hawlings) river on Decmber 23, 1810, it was described
as "...that parcel of land...which had been by Thomas Pleasant reserved

as and for a Mill Seat." (1) The implication is that although this
speclific section of ”Adéition to Brooke Grove" was designated by Pleasants
as a mill site, no sueh structure was built during his lifetime.

Thomas Davis died in 1833 and, by his will prebated February 19 of
that year, bequeathed to his wife, Ellzabeth, The "Home Plantation", being
",..all lands south of the main road leading from Unity to Green's Bridge

—~over the Patuxent" (2) Evidently, the 40 acre mill seat purchased from
2leasants was included in this devise. After her death, in 1840, the land
passed to their son, Allen Bowie Davis, Nelther in the will of,Thomas ;
Davis nor Elizabeth Davis 1s any mention made of a mill, mill dam or the
appurtances thereto. Consequently, one can only conjecture as to whether
the mill's construction came at the hands of Thomas Davis or those of
his son, Allen Bowile Davis.

The m1ll appears to have been still in a planning stage by 1828, for,
in the surveyance boundaries of Thomas Davis' lands set down that year by
Lloyd Adamson, the boundary lines were adjusted "...to give room for a
mill dam!) 3 Although there 1s no documentary evidence, it is believed
that the Greanwood Mill was constructed by Allen Bowle Davis sometime
around 1840, being at that time a typical saw and grist mill servicing
primarily Davis' own Greenwood farm and the immediate countryside, In
addition, a c¢ider mill and press was sald to have been housed in Greenwood
Mill, The mill was at one time run by a slave miller, named Wilson Johnson,

i (aged 27 in 1853 (4) ), who also performed the role of blacksmith for the
Greenwood plantation. The blacksmith shop stood just across Westminster
Road, east of the mill.

The first clear indication of Greenwood Mill's pre-Civil War activities
comes in a letter dated October 29, 1858 from Allen Bowle Davis to his
William Wilkins Davis. In that letter, bavis relates that at Greenwood Mili;

I have been very busy sawing lumker for an addition to the '
boarding house in Brookeville which W. Prettyman applied
for before the last vacation.
The foundation for Mr. Prettyman's request was his expectation of;
o~ .+. 8 large addition to the school the present session, but
- he is very disappointed. I think there is only some seven
or elght boarders. I am sorry for this on his account as on
‘that of the neighborhood~particularly as he has gone to the
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET TF NECESSARV exyense of getting a graduate
e " of Yale as an assistant. {5). - (continued-p.2)
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EAMAJOR mBLiOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See Page 6

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ProOPERTY __Otal 9, 5 acres

3 parcels conveyed: 4.5 acres, 4 acres, 1 acrej total 9.5 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE , ; 7 COUNTY
[81FORM PREPARED BY
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RGANIZATION DATE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
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The Survey and Inventory are belng prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any 1nfr1nge—
ment of individual property rights. .- . .
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Greenwood Miller's Cottage -Da M: 23/45

, o Ap Incident inveolving the mill oeccurred
orn Laturday, January 21, 1860, As recounted by Mrs, Hester
Davis in a letter to her son William, dated Thursday, January
26, 1860, she had just returned home to Greenwcod from

Raltimore}

vesbo find Esther wss near losing her life last
Saturday, She [Esther, then about 12 years of age ]
was leaning eover the mill wheel to get an lclele
when Wilseon [Johnsen, the slave miller] set the
mill in motien, Fortunately, 1t was impeded by the
ice and moved round slowly about & hall a dozen
times before she was extricated, Her dress was
caught in the wheel, What 1s most astonishing, she
presumed [?] her presence of mind « with superhuman
effort tore her dress to pleces = tore it from her
walst and got loose, Mr, Ears [the Greenwcsod farm
cverseer] says it is the most wonderful escape he
ever heard of, If her dress had been new and strong
she weuld have been mashed to a jelly, [6]

After the Civil War, and the subsequent passage of the
13th Amendment, Wilsen Johnsen 1s sald to have stayed on as
the Oreenwoed miller, doing the werk as before, [7] It quite
possibly mav have been that the original section of the
miller's cottage was constructed at this time a3 a dwelling
for Wilsen Johnasen, (Prior to the Civil War it is belleved
that all the Greenwood slaves, other than domestics, were
housed in the slave guarters, as was commonly practiced among
slaveholders,) As the cottage acrose the rosd from Greenwood
(remedeled immedistely before 1930) is said to have bheen
constructed shortly after the War by Mr, Davis for his
marketer [8], it may then logledlly follow that a small cotw
tage for the Greenwood miller might have been erected about
the zame time,

Semetime in the early 1870's, the mill was rented out
te John Q. Bazzell, a machinist from Virginia who came to
Mentegomery County in 1870, [9] It was under his nroprietore
shlps that an iren foeundry and machine shop was added to the
existineg mill, While Mr, Bazzell's foundry more than likely
ampleyed the simple greensand  molding nrocess in msnufzacturing
cast iren products, the sesecific ocutput of the iron works is
not knewn, Considering the surroundings, Bazzell's foundry
in all wrobability invelved itself in making, finishing or
repairing asricultural implements, and perhaps in the man=
ufacture or pepair - of machinery employed 1n the Greenwood
or other leeal mills, Reference to ong particular commercial
item preduced in the foundry has been found, 3till
to be observed around the neighborheod of Oreenwood In 1830
were lilttle cast 1iron frops, palnted green wilth white throats,
that were made and geold for 25¢ each by a foundrv boy
qt‘Greigwgodl,rThesg frogs- apparently were used for door
stops.~VY : » : o : :
As for the miller's cottape, one may sav with some degree
of certaintv that the struecture (or z section thereof) existed
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during Jehn Bazzell's proprietorship of Greenwood Mill (as
depicted by the Hopkins Atlas eof 1879,) The building

was in alllikelihood occupied by Mr, Bazzell himself and
continued to be on inte the 1880's, (John Bazzell seems
never to have owned property in Mentgomery County. The latest
appearance of John Bazzell, "machinist"”, In Montgomery

County comes in his listing in the Maryland Directery of 1882,
under the town of Sunshine,) The mil] property, however,

was never eventually sold te Bazzell, as Allen Bowie

Davis retained possession of the complex,

On February 9, 1882, Allen Bowle Davis deeded over th
southernmost 600 acres of Creenwood, including "the old
family mansion”, aleng with "the mill, mill dam, water
rights and appurtenances thereto” to his daughter, Esther
W, Davis (who, some 20 years earlier, came cleose upon death
at the wheel of the mill,) Yet, this conveyance was
sublect to the life estate of Davis' wife, llester Ann
Devis (whe died in 1888), [11] Allen Bowle Davis appears
to have spent his last remaining years in Baltimore, where
he died on April 17, 1883, and, bv his last will and test=
ament, reiterated the above bequeathment, [12] At that
time, Esther Davis became the unenuivocal owner of (reene
woed Mill,

On February 8, 1894, Esther Dsvis, by then living
in Baltimere, sold the Greenwood Mill and a2 surrounding
5 acre leot for $300 te Willlam A, Baker and Harry Brown,
both eof Montgemery Countwv, Yet, for an unspecified reasoen,
Esther Davis reserved ",,.the right of way over the road rnow
used from the mill up on the seuth side of the race to the
woods," [13] Remnants of both the reoad and the race,
situated south of Hawlings River, are still visible today,
Esther Davls did not live ieng to enloy her reservation,
however, for she died later that vear, in 1894, at the age
of 47 years,

William A, Baker purchased an additional 4 1/2 acres of
Greenwood Mill proemerty en Octeober 23, 1899, from Mary
D, Davis and Rebecca D, Davis (to whom Esther Daviz' Greeliw
wood holdings passed after her death,) [14] William
Baker's single ownership of these last 4 1/2 acres seems
to have been in anticipation of the impending dissolution
of Baker and Brewn's partnership, The formalizetion of this
separation came on April 30, 1900, when Harry Brown, by
then residine in Baltimore, sold his interest in the Oreen=
wood Mi1l to Willlam A, Baker for $1,800, [15]

It 1s reperted that semetime towards the end of the
16th century the high third and fourth s*>ries of the mill
were put in, and flour reolls instslled, While believed
te have been after Greerweod Mill had left Allsn Bowle
Davis'! econtrel, 1t is neot known specifically under whose
management or oswnerszhis these slterations were made, It is
also sald that the mill had at one time a turbine wheel
instead eof the final overwshot wheel, [16]

On March 1, 1903, Samuel M, Sreck entered intoc =
verbal contract with William A, Baker, bv which he agreed
t® purchase the OGreenwsood Mill prepertv, Speck then took
pnossession of the mill and nroceeded to operate it fundamentally
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as a corn and grist mill. However, William Baker died in or
about 1907, before executing a deed for the property. Therefore,
by order of the Orphan's Court of Montgomery County, issued
November 15, 1911, Mary R. Baker, widow and administratrix of

the estate of William Baker, drew up a deed (of even date with
the court order) for the 9-1/2 acre mill lot. The total cost
paid by Samuel Speck for the mill and cottage appears to be
$1,250, plus the assumption of a $2,000 mortgage debt due by
William Baker to the Sandy Springs Savings Institution.l

Samuel Speck and sons ran the mill until the early 1920's.
At that time, Westminster Road (Route 97) appears to have been
relocated and paved, with Greenwood Mill standing directly in the
path of the rerouted highway. Consequently, the old mill was
razed to accommodate the road'srelocation, and it is believed
that the road today sits squarely atop the mill's foundation.

On August 5, 1926, the various heirs at law of Samuel Sgeck,
deceased, sold the mill property to Edgar and Edith Priest.l
Presumabiy the mill had been torn down by this time, and the only
significant structure remaining was the miller's cottage. It is
reported by one source that the extensive remodeling of the
dwelling (including_ the stone veneer) was executed during Mr.
Priest's ownership.l9 Edgar Priest died sometime in the early
1930's and the miller's cottage and 9-1/2 acre lot was then sold
by his widow, Edith Priest, to Helen G. Tyson and Katherine E.
Norris of Washington, D.C., on September 2%, 1935.20 It is not
known whether these two actually resided on the Greenwood Mill
property, for Katherine Norris died around the year 1940, and
Helen Tyson, by the year 1942, had moved to Pennsylvania. In
any case, on January 14, 1942, Helen Tyson, widow, of Pennsylvania,
sold the Gregpnwood Mill lot to Frances R. Raskin, of the District
of Columbia.®l Miss Raskin married Ralph D. Eickleberg later
that year, and the couple in this manner became co-owners of the
Greenwood miller's cottage. Many of the concrete structures
surrounding the house bear dates from the 1950's, thus leading
to the conclusion that perhaps additional alterations to the
property occurred during the Eicklebergs' ownership. The Green-
wood Mill propertg passed from the Eicklebergs' to M-NCPPC on
October 28, 1963.22
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FOOTNOTES

1, Mentgomery Countv Land Rzeeords P/258, The land was purchased
from Wm, Henry Pleasants, trustee appointed to sell the real
estate of Thomas Plessants, deceased, by authority of the
Chanceller of Marvland, This deed was executed nrior to
ratification of the sale by the Chancellor, and a second
deed was made on Dec, 5, 1811 (MCLR P/507), However, in
*his second deed, a call was omitted at the end of the lst.

ine, and & final corrected deed was made July 62 1821, (MCLR V/507)

2, YMont, Co, Orphan's Court, Wills, Thomas Davis S/477

made Jan, 11, 1833,
Elizabeth Daviq X/124 made Sept, 24, 1839
probated Dec, 15, 1840 i

3, "Courses and distances of Allen B, Davis Home Farm, Mont,Ceo,, Md,
1858.1859", A,B,Davis Papers, MS 285 Md, Hist, Soclety

L, Ment, Ce, Slave Statistics, 18;3n1863

5. AB,Davis Lettera, M3 1511, Md, Hist, Soclety

6, ibid,, lec, cit,

7. "Reminiscencesof Mr, Lafayette Dwyer”, as told to R,B,
Farguhar, Aug, 1, 1930, Fa quhaw Papers, Mont, Co, Hist, Scclety
"Mr, 'Lafe! Dwyer was born in 18 849, and "about 10 years
before the death of Allen Bowie Davis, bought 17 acres
and the house off the south edfe of Greenwood, where he
lived from 1883 te 1923, He always lived on cr near
Greenwoeod, He and his gfether [Bill Dwyer] worked much for
Mr, Davis and were intimately familiar with Greenwood",
[from preface to above "Reminiscences"’

Mr, "Lafe" Dwyer tells this story concerning Wilson
J@nnaaw& the slave miller, and his manumlssion;
"evoIn accordance with President Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamation, sherily after breakfast one bright merning
in 1863, Mr, 'Davis sent word to all his slaves to gather
around the Ouarteraag,Wilsan Johnson left the mill, telling
Nr, Bi1l1l Dwyer, who had arrived with some corn to be ground,
that he had te ge to the house, as Mr, Davis had sent for
him,,.After [Allen Bowilie Davis read] the proclamation to
the slaves, and when [the slaves] reallzed what it all meant,
a wild scene sscurred, One voung girl drepred dead in her
tracks from the execltement, Some cried, others shouted
and ran areund jumping and sereaming,..and 1t was some time
before aulst was restored,, ,Wilson Johnson went back to
the mill, as Mr, Dwyer was waiting for him, and when he got
tn@r@ he 1lifted "Mp, B111l", who was a very large man hime
elf, ento his shoulders and ran around jumpinm up and
dawn and shoubing "I'se free, I'se free, Mr, Dwyer, I'se
free!!™ But though he was twaeg he was too wise 2 aarky
to leave his mood job with Mr, Davis at the mlll, and he
: stayved en for years afterward,”
8, ibid,, leec, cit,
g, Hepkins ATlas of 1879, "List of Patrens™, n, 13
10, Dwver, "Reminiscences”, op.cit,
11, Ment, Ce, Land Receords, EBP LG/QOS
12, Ment, Ce, Esuitw R&ac&&dsx JA T/LET
13, Ment, Co, Land Records, JA NH4/45
14, 1bid,, TD 16/403
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15, ibid,, TD 16/405
16, Dwyer, op,cit,
17, Ment, (o5, Lend Records, 224/288
Mont, Co, Orphanis Court Records HCA 9/384
18, Mont, Co,., Land Records 408/376
19, Interview with Mra, Donald Nash, 5/17/78
20, Mont, Co, Land Records 604/467
21, ibid,, 823/248
22, IP1d., 3153/206
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

. DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IF KNOWN]} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

“The Mill has been gone for many years and only a pile of
rubble and a stone cottage, built during this century from the
ruins of the. mlll, remain.._,' Photos ca. 1910 indicate this. was
a three-story, frame, merchant grlst mlll, bullt on a a;..c.ma
foundatlon. ' ~ TR : -

Accordlng' to "old-tlmers “, an old, log ca.b:.n sat across
the road, on the north bank of the river, at one tme
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