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ELLJAH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CEMETERY AT POOLES-
VILLE (ELLJAH REST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH) |
Directions: Route 28 West, left on 109, church and cemetery on rxght.
[A.D.C. Map: Montgomery, page 19, grid coordinates K-1.] Condition of
cemetery: Well kept. Active cemetery. Earliest known death: 1881. Most
recent death: Present. Veterans interred: WWII and other wars vets. In .
1936, 1 volume records, 1909-?. Date transcribed: 1982. Location of '
transcribed records: Montgomery County Historical Society Library, 42 |
West Middle Lane, Rockville, Maryland 20850. Comments: Over 150 } {
marked graves, African-American congregmion, first church built 1871, :tery lnventory ¥ 4]
present church built after 1950. [V
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Elijah United Methodist Church
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18401 Beallsville Road - ‘ . & {&

P.O. Box 101 Historic Medley District, Inc. b

\. Poolesville, MD. 20837 PO. Box 232 i
N Poolesville, Md. 20837 i
( |

: Dear %/ ) June 1, 1995
.., TARE

A housing development has invaded the privacy of a histonc country o f
churchyard. Please help! Rt

The cemetery, on the grounds of the Elijah United Methodist Church In
Poolesville has been surrounded since 1870 by farm field fences that screened it

and defined its boundanes.

1 N After NV Homes built houses on the adjoining property, they tore down the
fences along two sides of the cemetery. Gravestones now appear to be in the ®
% v backyards of the houses of "Elizabeth's Delight”. é‘— <
J§ S LI
‘“&‘ ¢ An 1886 headstone is 24 feet from the rear deck of a new house. -
Z I
| \ ¢ An unmarked gravestone is 12 feet from the tool shed of the house next 4
i door. §
; g ¢ A Vietnam veteran's headstone is 22 feet from the shed. b
Q 1 1
A four foot high traditional iron fence would establish a boundary and provide _72 -
screening. Elijah Church and Historic Medley District are working together to raise
the $8,850 the fence will cost.

Elijah Church install a fence that will restore the dignity and privacy of a historic
N\ churchyard?

< § ’ Please make your check payable to the Eliiah Cemetery Fence Fund
and mail it in the enclosed envelope.

E Will you be a goed neighbor and make 2 contribution in any amount ta heln

i A Thank you for being a generous and concemed neighbor.
\ < Sincerely,
Irene Pierce, Pastor Mary Ann Kephart
Elijah United Methodist Church Historic Medley District, Inc.



Sunday. Well: maybe not every
- wourse, maybe I'm spoiled cause

: n when I got 16 and was able to
go to a dance and I could stay |

: e minister speaks. When
somebody’s sick in the family, we help |
helped my family.

I would like my children and grandchildren to remember the
Part that I played in the church. I'd like for them to remember.

HISTORY OF THE
ELIJAH CHURCH CEMETERY

The Land Records of Montgomery County give the first clues
to the founding of the Elijah Church Cemetery. In 1868 five

trustees purchased an acre of land “for the purpose of building a
School House.” In 1870 a deed to some adjoining property states:

gravestones remain today with that
, , honoring Christiana Davis.

century. Between 1900 and
ones,

1920 there are twelve more dated headst

The earliest graves
were situated just to the
west of the church, so
close, in fact, that in
building the present
church some of the lot
markers had to be moved.
A gentle downward slope
to the west contains the
next oldest graves and the

upward slope opposite, the
next. A few earl

the church property.
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Dyson, Bertha d. 1967
Dyson, Florence E. d. 1960
Edluma, Plummer

Foreman, Mabel E. 1918-1964

Foreman, Howard L., |l
Genus, Elizabeth Lucinda
Genus, James Horace
Gough. Ruth

Graham, Joseph
Graham, Paul C.

Gross, George Theodore
Hackney, William

Hall, Bartha E.

Hali, Elizabeth

Hallman, John H.
Haliman, John Henry
Hallman, Nanme J.
Haliman, Roger M.
Hallman, William P.
Hamilton, Edward

d. 1983
1887-1984
1880-1963
d. 1957
1913-1981
1942-1978
1948-1974
d. 1948
d. 1986
1917-1976
1865-1955
d. 1953
d. 1972
1891-1959
d. 1968
d. 1858

Hamilton, Horrace
Hamilton, Horrace
Hamilton, Louis G.
Hamilton, Mary Lee
Hamu, H.

Harper, Alice

Harper, Chester
Harper, Columbus G.
Harper, Cora B.
Harper, James E.

1879-1954

d. 1952
1943-1985
d. 1951

1846-1924
886-1587
1952-1894

Harper, Martha
Harper, Mary G.
Harper, Ralph M.
Harper, Richard V.
Harris, Sally
Harris, Gertrude G.
Hebron, Lewis H.
Hebron, Rufus P.
Hebron, Sylvester
Honemond, Cecil W,
Hurt, Edith

Imes, John Wesley
Ivory, Lawrence

Jackson, Beatrice Q.
Jackson, Dora E.

1897-1925
d. 1973
d. 1974
1884-1943

1901-1972
d. 1973
1922-1958
d. 1968
1934-1976
d. 1938

d. 1958
d. 1979

1896-1987
1901-1918
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Jackson, Ellis L.

Jackson, Erin H.
Jackson, Havana B.

Jackson, Herman W.
Jackson, |da Mae
Jackson, Martha A.
Jackson, Mary V.
Jackson, Roosevelt T.
Jackson, Vilda Ellen
Johnson, A.

Johnson, Clarence
Johnson, Darlington L.
Johnson, George T.
Johnson, Margaret G.
Johnson, Martha M.

Johnson, Robert Clarence

Johnson, William
Jones, Carohine
Jones, Christy D.
Jones, Eugene Elmer
Jones, George W.
Jones, Hannah E.
Jones, H.

Jones, Worthington C.
Lee, Baby Boy
Lou VA

1910-1986
1986-1986
1907-1982
1901-1983
1907-1981
d. 1952

1908-1977
1906-1974
d. 1952

1937-1989
d. 1965
1890-1944
1902-1987
d. 1952
d. 1953
1836-1901
d. 1938
1888-1969
d. 1954
1902-1984

1920-1994
d. 1976

Lowry, Sarah

Lyles, Charles E.
Lyles, Clarence W.
Lyles, Florin E.

Lyles, George Thomas
Lyles, George W.
Lyles, Howard B., Sr.
Lyles, John W.

Lyles, Julius M., Sr.
Lyles, Marjorie

Lyles, Mary F.

Lyles, Ora Stetson
Lyles, Rosanna B.
Marbury, Matilda
McPherson, Josephine
Miles, Mary C.

Nolan, Lula

Nolan, Verreda E.
Onley, Theima E.
Owens, Clarence
Owens, Lula

Owens, Sarah E.
Owens, Solomon
Payne, Garnett
Payne, George Lews
Payne, Julla Anna
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d. 1969
1913-1925
1921-1942
1893-1954
1865-1935
1918-1980
d. 1978
1915-1994
d. 1988
1870-1938
1894-1988
d. 1986
d. 1958
d. 1935
d. 1957
d. 1964
d. 1951
d.1976
d. 1967
d. 1959
d. 1975
d. 1966
d. 1977
1894-1914
1876-1925

Payne, Martha E.
Payne, Virgie M.
Payne, Wilhemina O.
Plummer, Edna S.
Plummer, George
Plummer, George G.
Plummer, Mary V.
Plummer, Perry T.
Prater, Nelson L.
Prather, Anna E.
Prather, George
Prather, Richard
Richardson, Maggie

Robinson, Charles E., Jr.
Robinson, Charles E., Sr.

Robinson, Emma G.
Robinson, Hilda D.
Robinson, Laura |.

Robinson, Louretta S.

Robinson, Sallie E.
Robinson, William A.
Robinson, William H.
Root, Arthur L.

Ross, Daisy E.

1903-1989
1894-1954
1904-1936
d. 1969
d. 1965
1865-1908
1838-1921
1838-1900
1830-1902
1934-1992
1921-1990
d. 1966
d. 1962
1912-1939
1884-1961
d. 1980
1924-1975
1887-1957
d. 1958
1882-1970
d. 1959
1845-1915
d.1963
1872-1950

29

Savage,
Scott, Aaron J.

Sims, John |.

Sims, Marion Hall
Smith, Virginia E.
Snow, Baby Girl
Summerville, Morris
Summerville, Raymond
Summerville, Walter E.
Thomas, Lottie
Thompson, Elijah J.
Twyman, Grace L.
Twyman, Lucille
Walker, Henry Canfield
Williams, Hesta B.
Williams, John H.
Wims, Claggett

Wims, Dorothy E.
Wims, Eleanor E.
Wims, George William
Wright, Anna Mae

Young, Annie M. McPhersen 1876-1944

Young, Zane Harris

1979-1994
1898-1989
d. 19565
d. 1990
d. 1977
d. 1962
d. 1972
d. 1973
d. 1947
1994-1994
d. 1969

1882-1958
1891-1941
1890-1961
d. 1956

1909-1991

d. 1983
1930-1975
1923-1983

1933-1950
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SURVEY NAME DATES Chaney, Isaac ond

Chaney, Wife of Isaac

In the spring of 1995 Historic Medley District, Inc. (HMD) — Charles A. d. 1883 :
. . ’ ' - dR. 1913-1963
supervised the members of the History Club of Poolesville Middle — . ElzaJ. 1830-1889 e d. 1938
. . . . - Elizabeth d. 1928 CO‘QS, Kath'yn Davis o
Senior High School in making a survey of the Elijah Church " 1da s 4. 1887 Cooper, Herman 1922-1980
Cemetery. During their first two visits to the cemetery, the ori Cooper, Purnell d. 1962
, | Ty, y _____, Marjorie 1896-1988 ,
numbered every marker including head stones, foot stones, family , Nelson 1834-1904 g:mp:on. galr'r 'eC ?8;261691 5
to . . e . " Peter H. mpton, Della C. -
plot markers, stones with no inscriptions, bricks used to mark W wfmeém 4 18860 Crampton, Harry C. 1880-1903

some plot boundaries, and metal plate markers. Then, with
surveyor's tape and framing nails to hold the tape to the ground,

they measured off 30-foot squares. They then made a record of
the numbers included in each square. On their third and fourth

workdays they copied off inscriptions and described the markers
on a pre-printed form.

)
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Today there are
many beautiful
marker stones in
place, but there are
also some stones
which need repair or
re-installation.
Members of the
church keep the

‘Az b3

A.. Rosanna E. 1888-1956 Cr ampton, Leonard C, d. 1965

Bames, D. Gradie 1877-1945 Crampton, William J.  1871-1881
Bames, Lucy C. 1877-1964 Crawford, Annie 1841-1916

grounds in excellent Barnes, William J. 1916-1990 Cross, F.
Beil. John W. d. 1973 Davig, Christiana 1790-1871

condition, enhancing '
the peaceful, pastoral setting of the country graveyard. Bell, Rosalie d. 1979 Davis, Clarence Henry 1895-1951
Bolden, Clarence, Sr, d. 1963 Davis, H.

The following alphabetical list has been compiled from three Davis, James Henry d. 1975

sources. It may not be complete since early church records were
destroyed in the 1950s fire which destroyed the church. The

sources used are:
1. Records of lot ownership kept by church officials.

2. List furnished by Snowden Funeral Home of burials at
the church from 1936 - 1994.

3. Inscriptions on headstones. On some stones, only part
of the inscription is decipherable due to weathering or

lichen growth.

24
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along Route 10Y just nor
of Poulesville, Md

80 OVergrown with vines, sepa-
rated the two-acre plot and its 200
grave sites from surrounding
pastures
But in spring 1994, after a
developer had filled one of those
pastures with 54 newly muated
single-family homes, peace
became the fArst casualty
The old graveyard was bor-
dered on two sides by $230,000 to
$400,000 brick homes and the
manicured lawns and staked-up
baby trees that are staples of the

| | suburban landscape

All this would have been unre-

' | markable, a consequence of

sprawl But last year the develop-

er, NV Homes, did two things It
removed a fence and Installed a
drainage pipeline through the
graveyard The pair of changes
continue to anger church mem-
’ bers and preservationists.

In March 1994, the developer

A woven-wure farm fence, long

wn s ) , T A L
n its first 120 years, not 2N - P "'7"‘5, -~ >
much beyond the buzz of [ - { { s
nearby tractors disturbed
the peace of Elyah United
Methodist Church and
ity vak-shaded cemelory

ulled duwn the farm lence that
d marked the cemetery on two
of 1ts three suides. Two homebuyers
had found the fence unsightly and
asked the developer to remove it
as of theyr sales contracts
ernught, the cemetery’s his-
toric gravestones appeared
to become part of the suburban
back yards The granite 1886
headstone for a freed slave named
only “WuU-Lam" sits 24 feet from
the deck of one of the homes.

The grave of Paul C Graham, a
Vietmam vet, decorated with small
flags and silk flower ar-range-
ments, lles near chidren's play
equipment and the backyard grill
at another house. The white mar-
ble markers of Howard B Lyles

came first

L e

- -’ G
. W)

1
n,,"

Sr and hus brother, Julius M. Lyles
Sr, both World War 1] veterans, lie
a few yards from the toolshed of
the same yard. The homeowner,
Dale Geiss; has stacked his wood-
Ue alongside the Lyles' graves as
d of a makeshuft fence.
Church members don't dispute
that the fence was on NV Homes'
property But they say they were
surprised and disappounted that the
developer chose notto n them
that the fence was commg
“They don't seem to
concern for the church and the
cemetery,” says the Rev Irene
Plerce, pastor at Elyah Methodist
“It seems lLike they could come
talk to the church and work out
some kand of a privacy fence.”

Kephart.

building,

»

v 4

A SN
- T P

™~

liyah United Methodist
Church has about 53

ly to be used to build a school.
But the church and graveyard

Church members built the
“Love and Charity Hall” oo land
| that is now in the center of the
. graveyard The upper floor was
a social hall, and the ground
floor served as the only school
for blacks in that area, accord-
ing to local historian Mary Ann

The Love and Chanity Society -
was 4 bunal society whose meny H

raised to for the ’;690 grant from the Maryland
purs ends And fa Commission on Arts and)

Humanities to publish a brief .
history of the church in honor of N
its 125th anniversary next year. |

As part of that effort, about 20
students in the History Club at
Poolesville Middle-Senior High ,
School helped map out (he/fv"
graveyard this spring. |

Students spent about siX |
hours laying out a grid, record-
ing where gravestones are locat-
ed and jotung down all the infor-
maton carved on the stones.

“It 1s an umportant historic
landmark in the town,” says Sue
Ketron, their teacher.

—4.aura Outerbridge

burial of friends and family

Parishioners razed the hall
in the 1920s after it fell into dis-
repair By that ume, blacks had
pooled their money to bulld a
new school for their children
elsewhere 1n Poolesville

The church itself has gone
through four different build-
ings. The latest, a gne-room
wBite clapboard chapel with a
basement, was built in 1950
after fire destroyed the previous

AR Before and during the Civl
IR, <. War, Poolesville was home
- mostly to white plantaton own-

" ers and Southern sympathizers,

Dispute focuses attention
on historic value of church

most of whom owned slaves,
Mrs. Kephart says

. “When the slaves were freed,

mcglr::? slaves founded people gave and sold them land,

itin 1868 on an acre of land they  and tt[\lcy e':'st?)bu;r;damncom-
t for $150 According to munilies, shc »

?wuggcd?me land was original- The ongotng conflict over the

dents.

fence at Elyah Methodist has
awakened new interest in the
church among Poolesville resi-

Working with church mem-
bers, Historic Medley District
Inc. 1s raising money to replace
the entire graveyard fence with
an antigue wrought-iron ver-
sion the preservationist group
found 10 Richmond The fence
costs nearly $9,000 Residents ’ -

so far raised about $4,000— g
'(Hjstoric Medley also got a D' =

\
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Ciockwise from the lop: Gravestones in the cemetery of Elijah United Methodist
Church seem 10 be in the back yard of a new home as the Rev lrene Pierce
(nght) and church member Dorothy Norwood survey the historic property. Fire-
wood stacked at the edge of a yard forms a sort of makeshift fence behind the
grave of Howard B. Lyles Sr., whose brother 1s buned nearby. A gutter that is not
on church collects water (rom a dranage ppe thal goes across the

property
~wr-tery's midsaction Installation of the pipeline and removal of a fence have
C o Church and the homes bullder, NV Homes, at odds.

hi ilder vs. church E.

Local preservationists have
taken on the fence as an issue of
historical umportance.

“Have you seen the pictures?
The gravestones are literally sit-
ting in people’s back yards," says

Van Dien, a retired professor
ar Trinity College and a Poolesville
resident.

“It was just such an inyustice” to
remove the fence, says local his-
torlan Mary Ann Kephart A
member of the Historic Medley
District Inc , the area’s preserva-
ton soclety, Mrs. Kephart is also
the church's neighbor on the north
side, opposite the NV Homes
development

Historic Medley District (the
group is named for an old voting
district) 1s working on a campaign
to raise money to replace the
fence, together with Elijah
Methodist Church members.

“I think 1t has a lot of dignity —
the church and the cemetery —
and it was ignoring that dignity,
taking the fence down,” Mrs.
Kephart says.

mEw

For church members, the
drainage pipeline is the primary
cause of concern.

NV Homes installed the under-
ground pipe last year. It runs across
the graveyard’s midsection, occu-
pying several unused grave sites.

The pipe, which raises a low
hump through the cemetery, cor-
rects a drainage problcm\— a
pond that formed every tme it
rained — 1n a corner of the back
yard of one of the new homes.

But Mrs. Pierce complains that
the pipe was installed without
church permussion and after onl‘);
preliminary discussions wit
church members.

She calls i1t “blatant disrespect
and desecrauon of the cemetery”

Mrs. Pierce became pastor at
Elyah Methodist a little over a year
ago, as the conflict was unfolding.

Dorothy Norwocod, an active
member at Elijjah and wife of its
lay leader, expresses the fear of
many church members; “I have a
plotout here,” she says, motioning
to the graveyard. “When I saw that
pipeline out there, 1 thought,
‘Maybe they’ll wash me away' "

Don Wolf, NV Homes produc-
tuon manager, who oversaw both
the fence removal and pipelines
project, declined to comment for
this story, except to say, “It's been
a long, drawn-out affair”

He referred calls to the compa-
ny's lawyer, who did not return
phone messages.

The developer and the church
are in legal proceedings now,
heading — not very fast — toward
a probable court trial over the

pipeline issue.

In a letter late last year to the
church's lawyer, Mr. Wolf argued
that it was the church’s fault that
water pooled 1n the new house's

back yard
The church graveyard, he said,
was poorly graded because at

some point church members had
added dirt to the property, reshap-
ing 1t into a hull Thus, Mr. Wolf
wrote, ralnwater was not able to
drain from his clients’ property
across the cemetery

Church members deny having
ever added dirt to the graveyard.

(T Y]

The two sides do agree that Mr.
Wolf met in July 1994 with
Richard Norwood, the church's lay
leader, and received a prelimi-
nary verbal OK to run a pipeline
through the graveyard.

But, church members say, Mr
Norwood told the developer the pro-
Ject would have to be appruved by
the church's administrative board.
The church also wanted to have a
say where the pipeline would go.

“We thought we had an
ment,” Mr Wolf told the United
Methodist Connection newspaper
in January. “Our problem was, we
went on a handshake instead of a
legal document We didnt think
that would be necessary”

The developer offered to settle

the matter in January, offering the
church $5,000 but asking that the
amount be kept confidential

The church board and congre-
gaton rejected the offer

“Any negotianon we go into will
have to be an open agreement”
Mrs. Pierce says.

She thinks there are probably
two reasons NV Homes requested
secrecy “First of all, they're rnp-
ping us off to gave us $5,000," Mrs
Pierce says “Second, they werent
responding to our other demands ™

Panshioners want 1o see the pipe
moved by about 10 feet, into the
base of a hull, where it won't dusturd
grave sites. They also wan! com-
pensatnon from the developer for
use of church land, and an agree-
ment for the pipe’s mantenance

‘T Y

Support in Poolesville seems 1o
fall squarely behind Elyah
Methodist. The church has gotten
calls of support from many of the
town's other churches as well as
members of the Poolesville Cham-
ber of Commerce

“They had no right to dig across
another person's property and put
that in,” Mr Van Dien says of the
developer

Members of Historic Medley
District say the 1ssue (s a proper-
ty dispute and they have no nght
to step 10
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