Mont. : 19-4!-30

St, Paul's Community Church and Cemetery 1893
Poolesville Vicinity
Private

This handsome, one story frame church is the historical center
of the Black community of Sugarland. This is the second church to
stand on this proverty, first being built probably in 1871 when the
land was purchased by the patriarchs of the Black community of land-
owners at Sugarland. Behind the church is the old cemetery, in use

since 1871, and an important site for genealogists.
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Tis attractive one and a half story frame church stands at
the heart of the Sugarland community, at the junction of the Sugar-
land Lane and Sugarland Road (at the southeast corner), Behind it
(west) is the community center and a smaller building now used as
a meeting hall for the church and community.

The church faces east, and its gable roof line runs east-west,
The facade is three bays in width, and the building is four bays
in depth, The front door is flanked by large windows with double
hung sashes having two over two panes, The tops of all windows
are rounded, Today the facade has a projecting vestibule, but it
is an added feature. Above the front door is a small circular
window, a decorative feature., A short bell tower with a pyrimidal
roof was built on the peak of the roof and still has its old bell.

The eaves are boxed and carry short returns., The entire structure
rests on cut sandstone nined from the Seneca quarry.

Behind the church is the community ceater, whica stands on the
site of the first church, according to Tilghnan Lee, 1t faces east,
and its facade contains a door centrally located flanked by two
windows., The dbuilding is two vays in depth. The frame is covered
with weatherboards and the roof with tin,

Lee remembers that the first church was about the same size ar
this community hall, except that it was not quite as wide, Its
nrincipal framins nembers were hewn logs, which rested on stone piers,
The frane.covered with bhoard and hatten outside and with tonsue and
groove siding inside (inowvm as "wainscotting" by Tilghman Lee), There
was no bell tower, The result was a modest, simple country church,
similar to nmany others in rural ‘aryland.

After the new clurch was Tuilt in 1803, the older one was used
as a hall until the late 10Z20'g ywlher it was torn 60wnff%onstr&cting as
a lar~er hall Tecan, Lee recalls that its frame was too top-reavy
and nart of the huildins was blown down in a severe storm before it
was completed, Iventually lunber for that hall was used to construct
ti4g one, It stands on the same foundation as the first hall, but
siace it is smaller, theqfovndation extends out heyond the bact of

Lo

the building. o
The cemeterv contains a nunber of graves, Iany are nar-ed with
gcravestones, but many more are unnarsied, This cemetery has been

in use since the last guarter of the 10th century,

lote: COral Interview with Tilchman Lee
Sugarland Cormunttyr
June-July 107°

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTI

This church stands o=m property purchased in 1871 and is one of
the first tracts purchased by the Elack families who founded the
Sugarland copnmunity, This illustrates the high value that they
placed upor\Ghurch, This deed (EBP 9/74) also declares that a
school could be btuilt on this site, either in the church building
itself or sevarately., Thus the church and the school were the
two principal institutions of the early community.

This deed of 1871 lists ‘Alliam Taylor, ratrick Hebron, and
John H, Diggs as Trustees for this Methodist Zviscopal Church., They
were therefore the patriarchs of the comnunity and their houses,
whic» have heen described by Tilghuan Lee, have been recorded in this
survey, A picture of Patrick Hebron has been copied. Interestingly,
this tract was sold again in 1891 back to an enlarged set of Trustees
for the church : "illiam Taylor, ‘ashington l'errey (sic), Patrick
lebron, Fenton Taylor, Samuel Lee, John Adams, Lewis lI, Garnett
(Deed JA 19/25)., This deed says that the church was called
"Taylor's Chapel', probably after illiam Taylor, just as Warren MLE.
Church was named after one of its Trustees, Isaac Varren.

According to Tilghman l.ee, the carpenter Scott Bell from
Poolesville constructed the present church, His grandson Raymond
Bell still lives in Poolesville and could be a valuable informant
for future oral interviews, Lee also says that none of the old church
records have survived and does not know of any photographs of the
church of its congregation., Further interviews beyond the limited
scope of this preliminary survey should be conducted to identify and
record more materials related to the history of this old church,
begun in 1871, before those raterials are lost,

NUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Land Records, lMontgomnery County Courthouse
Oral Interviews: Tilghnan Lee
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY —
EE1 FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

ORGANIZATION DATE

Sugarloaf Regional Trails July 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Rax. Q7 02£-L¢‘3] 0
CITY ORTOWN ' STATE

Dickerson Lazyland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO:

land Historj

21 State Circle
d 21401

PsS- 1108



Census af 1850

BAsil B. Pleasants 53 farmer b. Va.

Phebe R. Pleasants 53 b. N.Y.

James S. Pleasants 20 b. Md.

Davis S. Pleasants 15 b. Md.

William H. Pleasants 27 b. Md.

Mary Pleasants 24 b. D. C.
Charles H. Pleasants 1 b. Md.

Alfred Oden 12 b. Md.

Richard 12 b. Md. (black)

¥ This 1s probably the wife of William H. Pleasants who mrried
Mary C. Vinson Sept. 15, 1847,
Monocacy Cemetery:
Plot belonging to "Mrs. Pleasants and Webb Pleasants"
Basil Brooke Pleasants (moved to Monocacy Cem. 10/24/1902) d. age 71
1" )

Deborah Pleasant ( nnoon " "
Harriet Pleasant ( " n " " " )

Jane Plater Pleasants,. James 3. Pleasants =nd ETish~ Wil i=ms
ar b r e  1n the mame lot.
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] MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORNISHEET
i
& NOMINATION FORM

! for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS

}4 #17-41-30

SERVIC

&)

BRAE S s i

IO R A o,

e B e P

FL NAME
COMMON:
ANDO/OR HISTORIC:
St. Paul's Church
[2. LOCATION . B ' v T
STREET ANC NUMBER:
Sugarland Road and Sugarland Lane
CITY OR TOWN:
- Poolesville
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland Montgomery
{3 CLASSIFICATION = . G Y e T _
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
w WNE R P STAT
- (Check One) OWNERSHI us TO THE PUBLIC
] District € 8uilding [J Public Public Acquisition: #3 Ocecupied Yes:
o O site [ Structure ¥ Private [ In Pracess ] Unoccupied 3 Restricted
- [J Object O Beth {3} Being Considered ] Pressrvation work (O Unrestricted
in progress O Ne
U PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
> 3 Agricultyral [ Government O Poark ] Transportation [ Comments
o (O Commercioal [ industrial 3 Privat: ~.sidence 3 Other (Specity)
- {] Educational 3 Milirary® Religious
P {73 Entertainment 0 Museum O Scientific
— !4 COWNER OF PROPERTY
— OWNER'S N AME;
St. Paul's Methodist Church
1 0 STREET AND NUMBER:
18]
. CiTY OR TOWN: STATE:
_Poolesville Maryland
k& LCGCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION e ':f‘;
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEECS, £TC: ‘
Montgomery County Ccurthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville Maryland
_[Title Reference cof Current Deed (Bogk & Pg. #):
[$, REPRESENTATION it EXISTING SURVEYS Lo
TITLE OF SURVEY:
t
None
DATE OF SURVEY: [] Federal ] State 3 County {J Locet
’ DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
STREET AND NUMBER:
‘ ?’T; OR TOWN: STATE:
S
7 s
4
{i
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i {7. DESCRIPTICN )
3 j i (Check One) )

- . *3 Geod 0 Fair [ Deteriorored 71 Puins {1 ‘Unexzosed

| N = i

;‘ i i e L Onej {Check One)
: - 7 Ungitered ] Moved B/ Originoi Sita ;
> t 1 - s
z Imermmns me s o me s R . - e} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
—

The . arch is a frame structure with a
o - "~ r3 gable. Flanking the entrance porch
ree xound hcaded windows; there is a circular

window in the gable. The doorway is double, with

heavy applied mouldings and a fanlight. Along

either flank are four round-headed windows. A

wn
- ! s . . . m
“1e.cangular apse, ‘it by side windows, projects m

at the west end. The church sits on a foundation of - 4

z

cut sandstone. w H

Behind . 1e house is a_one story, frame = f

) Z

structure with a three bay gable-end facade. < ;
@)
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~eismbian

] 15th Century

(Check Cne or kiure asg Appropeiste)

] 16t% Century

-~

{3 17*h Cantury

7 18th Century -

19:h Canfury

20th Centuey

SPECIFIC DATE!S:

(1f Applicable snd Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

(Check One or More as Appropriate)

{0 Urben Planning

Abor iginal {3 Education O Political
{3 Prehistoric [J Engineering [ Religion/Phi- L] Other (specity)
O Histeric {3 !ndustry losophy

[ Agricutture [J invention [} Science .

1 Architecture (O Lendscope O Sculpture

0O Are Architecture O Social/Human-

{0 Commerce O Literature itarian

[0 Communications [ Military [ Theater

) Consarvation 0O Music O Transportation
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e I S,

TR R PR T ATE LSOOI e P

L e Y

e Xe B e s i ot

3 TUTRRL TSI PRI I e




r’!. MAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES e

F10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA R T q

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT CF A PROPERTY

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Dégrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Secands
NW o . - [-] ’ - [+] » L] -3 3 -
NE o ] - L] ] L]
SE o . - -] » -
SW Q . . o . -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
w
R .
-Acreage Justification: m
: m
|
-
z
w
; =
o ~
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES P
STATE: COUNTY
(@]
STATE: COUNTY: -~
-—
STATE: COUNTY: [n]
=z
STATE: COUNTY:
' W

(1.

FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher Owens, Park Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE
MNCPPC 3 Dec 73
STREET AND NUMBER:
8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Silver Spring Marwvland
12;‘ - » . . -
*;JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) .
t
Significance of this property is: i
National [ State (7] Local [ /
Signature
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MAP 11

SUGARLAND COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925
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ESTD. = HOMESTEAD PROP. = PROPERTY

P — e+ ot = i 5 i m

wnmmmoumm)m&smrmmmscm_

Key
JNES BECKWITH ESTD. 3.00 &C.
TILGAMAN 3ECKJTTE RSTD. 4.00 &C.
JOEN ADAMS HSTD. 13.00 «C.
LEWIS GARNETT BSTD. 14.00 AC.
PETER JACKSON HSTD. 3.00 AC.
, PATRICX HEBRON BSTD. 17.00 &C.
LOXE HEBRON HSTD.
RORERT HEBROW ESTD.
NATHAN JOHNSOM ESTD. 3.00 AC.
FOST OFFICE
JOHN HIGGINS BSTD. 4.00 AC.
. JOE CURTIS BSTD. 6.90 £C.
EASIL DORSEY HSTD. £.00 &C.
ST. PAUL'S M.E. CHURCH 1.00 &C.
HORACE JACKSON H#STD. 2.00 AC.
SUGARLAND 5CHOOL 1.00 AC.
SAM BEANDER BSTD. £.20 K.
THOMAS NICHOLS ISTD. 10.00 AC.
BENJAMIN SPARROUGH ESTD. 18,75 K.
5. SUGARLAND STORE
17. CHARLES JACKSON PSTD. 4.50 AC.
18, LUXE LYNCH & FAMILY HSTD. 10.00 AC.
19. WILLIAM TAYIOR HSTD. 3.00 AC.
20.  LIOYD COATES HSTD. 4.00 AC.
21. SAMUEL JOHNSON ESTD. 4,20 AC.
22. JOHN DIGGS HSTD. 4.00 AC.
23, JOHN BRANISON RSTD. 11.00 AC.
24. RAF BRANISON SSTD. 6.00 AC.
25. PHILLIP JOHMSON HSTD. © 6,00 AC.
26. ISAAC BELL HSTD. 10.00 AC.
2?7. SAMUEL LEE HSTD. £.00 AC.
28. LEVI HALL HSTD. 10.00 AC.
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St. Paul's Community Church & Cemetery

“71;'1(. c G.M. Hopkins Atlas, 1879
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M: 17-41-30

Division of Aroheology STERLING QUADRANGLE q,;“\

0
Maryland Geological Survey VIRGINIA-MARYLAND ’,é
Johns Hopkins University 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 94"
Baltimore, kMaryland 21218 SW/4 SENECA 15' QUADRANGLE @

POOLESVILLE 2.8 M1, 77°22"30"

\ | 25 ! 2 310 000 FEET (VA.) . 39°07'30"
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STERLING QUADRANGLE
VIRGINIA—MARYLAND

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) a

SW/4 SENECA 15 QUADRANGLE

M: 17-41-30
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PooLESvILLE 3 mi 77°22'30"

DAWSONVILLE 1.5 MU.

WWASHINGTON. D.C
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39°07'30"
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NAME S7° Aburs METH. CridcH

LOCATION /ATELSECTIon A7~ SUGRELAND Lol ProcES vieck, AL
FACADE WE
PHOTO TAKEN /2/3/73 A-dwrée
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