
m0r1t.: 11~4t·3o 
St. Paul's Community Church and Cemetery 
Poolesville Vicinity 
Private 

1893 

This handsorie, one story frame church is the historical center 
of the Blac": co:mr.mni ty of Sugarland. This is the second church to 
stand on this pro"9erty, first being built probably in 1871 when the 
land was -purchased by the patr:i_archs of the Black community of land­
owners at Sugarland. Behind the church is the old cemetery, in use 
since 1871, and an imuortant site for genealogists. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC St. Paul's Community Church and Cemetery 
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER s.E. corner of Jct. of Sugarland Lane and Sugarland Rd. 

ciTY. rowN Poolesville x (Sugarland) CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

3 VICINITY OF 

STATE 

IV: d: • 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_BUILDINGIS) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

St. Paul's Community Church 
STREET & NUMBER 

Sugarland Rd, 
CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville ~ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. county Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Poolesville 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

MNCPPC 
DATE 

COUNTY 

Montgomery 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL ~~PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: No telephone 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE ' Zl.p code 

JA 19 
25 

Plat CS 53 
Parcel a 987 
STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _&ouNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

~1-

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

T:-:is attractive one and a half story frar:ie church stands at 
the heart of the Sugarland cor:u~uni ty, at the junction of the Sugar­
land Lane and Sugarland Road (at the southeast corner). Behind it 
(west) is the community center and a smaller building now used as 
a meeting hall for the church and community. 

The church faces east, and its gable roof line runs east-west. 
Tne facade is three bays in width, and the building is four bays 
in depth. The front door is flanked by large windows with double 
hung sashes having two over two panes. The tops of all windows 
are rounded. Today the facade has a projecting vestibule, but it 
is an added feature. Above the front door is a small circular 
window, a decorative feature. A short bell tower with a pyri:rriJ'dal 
roof was built on the pea~c of the roof and still has its old bell. 
The eaves are boxed and carry short returns. The entire structure 
rests on cut sandstone nined from the Seneca quarry. 

Behind the c;rnrch is the co:::J.TJ.r:.i ty ce:1.ter, which stands o~: t::e 
site of the first cl1v.rcl:, accordinc; to Tilghnan Lee. It faces east, 
and its facade contains a door centrally located flanl'>:ed by tv:o 
windows. The building is two bays in depth. 'Tue frane is covered 
with weatherboards and the roof with tin. 

Lee reneY'l.bers that the first clmrch was about the same size a.c­
this cor.munity hall, except that it was not quite as wide. Its 
::--riYic5_pal ,,f'._ra:1ins ':"ler::bers vrere he\'m logs, which rested on stone piers. 
The fra:'le:,.Jf'cfovered wi t~1 "'.Joa.rd ar:d ';:atte~1 outside and \'fj_ U: ton.cue and 
groove siding ins:i_de ('mown as ''v1ainscotting 1'. by r;:'ilghman Lee). There 
was no bell tower. ?.r~e result vms a i::odest, sir:;ple country cl:urc!1, 
sir:::i_lar to nar:.~l others in rural ::ar=rland. 

After the i:ev: c:-_urch was cuil t in 1893, tne older one vms used 
as a 'hall u~+-1·1 -'-~-e la-'-" Jo 7 r')''"' .,,··e·- -;.1.. ·nae- 1 ·or'.1 c1 01·ry-"'')'conc--'-,.,,c,__i..,"' ,,.; -~.... l..l.v~ L,. ____ 1.,.,t"_; __ , __ ~ 14-- -- -~l,. \1 U v ..i. ... ,,. • LJt ..... uv_ ... _ L,_~.U.o 

a lo.r-er ~1all 1-e:a1. ~ee recc:..lls C:.at -':._ts fra·-:-:e \'!as too t1Jp-tea112-
and ;iart of t':e ,,._:_ild'_n~ was blowE dovm i:r-1 a severe storr:1 before it 
was COI:pleted. :~ventuall2' lu•:;!Jer for t~1at :iall Vias used to co:-;.struc{ 
t~ ic 0·1e. It stands on t>e sa:~:e found2.tion as t~rn fj_rst hall, but 
s:i_':1ce -;_ t is smaller, t1:.e ·1 :ounda t5_0:.1 extends out beyo:.-:d t~rn bac': of 
t'::e b'.J.ildi:'.1:_,.. ~, · · · •1 

The ce;;eter~r contains a nu:·.1ber of graves. ==any are :·.:ar':ed ~'Ii t~1 
gravestones, but na'1:;r ":ore are un:·::ar':ed, -U1i2 cei::etery ~1as '!:::een 
in use since the last quarter of the 19t~ century. 

=~ote: Oral Interview with Tilghr.ian Lee 
S0.garland Cor:·--:u1-:.;_ t:· 
Ju:1e-JuJ:.· ln7n 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHrSTOR1c -ARCHEOLUliY-PREHISTOR1c KcoMMuN1TY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURF; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 MRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY ,l(soc1AuHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thi_s churc1.1 stands O'.: nronert'r ";)Urc?lased j_n 1871 and is one of 
the first tracts purc!'.:.ased by tl:e Black farc1ilies who founded t~rn 
Susarland c?~?:-mni ty. iz1i_s illustr£i:tes the high value that they 
placed upod~church. This deed (EBP 9/74) also declares that a 
school could be built on this site; either in the church building 
itself or separately. Thus the church and the school were the 
two principal institutions of the early community. 

This deed of 1871 lists ·Jilliam ':laylor, :?atric~i;: Hebron, and 
John H. Diggs as Trustees for this I:ethodist ~iscopal Church. Tney 
were therefore the patriarchs of t'ie connunity and their ~10uses, 
wh~_c:~ :1ave bee:1 described by 'l"il[)l:-.:an Lee, have "Jee::-i recorded in t::is 
survey. A picture of Patricli;:: Hebron has been copied.. Interestingly, 
this tract was sold again in 1891 back to an enlarged set of Trustees 
for the churcl1 : '.'Iilliam Taylor, '.'Jashington I~errey (sic), Patrick 
Hebron, Fenton Taylor, Samuel Lee, John Adams, LeWis r.: .. Garnett 
(Deed JA 19/25).. This deed says that the church was called 
"Taylor's Chapel", probably after ':Jilliam Taylor, just as Warren M.E. 
Church was named after one of its 'I'rustees, Isaac '/iarren .. 

According to ?ilghman Lee, the carpenter Scott Bell from 
Poolesville constructed the pres~nt church. His grandson Raymond 
Bell still lives in Poolesville and could be a valuable informant 
for future oral interviews.. Lee also says that none of the old church 
records have survived and does not li;::now of any photographs of the 
church of its congregation. .Further interviews beyond the limited 
scope of this prelieinary survey should be conducted to identify and 
record more materials related to the history of this old church, 
ber,un in 1871, before those r:aterials are lost. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Land Records, Eontgo~ery County Courthouse 
Oral Intervtev:s: ':L'i_lzhr:an Lee 

CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

fJ(. !l-L1 ( - 3o 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Veslev Stubbs, ]esearcb Assistant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Reg:tonal Trails July 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Di c11erson 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: SJGfa,R~C,,~.~ f~,~~:. :_~:<:.~ '.--:~·2 , ___ 

Box 27. :: ••. -~,·< . .:! 
Dickerso::, . c;. ..'.'.J7 53 

(301; s2s-4::: :.o 

PS- 1108 



* 

i'. 

~ ! - ~ -. 
1 i 

Census mf 1850 

BAsil B. Pleasants 53 farmer b. Va. 
Phebe R. Pleasants 53 b. N.Y. 
Jame~3 s. Pleasants 20 b . Md. 
Davi:3 s. Pleasants 15 b. Md. 
Will:Lam H. Pleasants 27 b. Md. 
Mary Pleasants 24 b. D. c. 
Charles H. Pleasants 1 b . Md. 
.Alfred Oden 12 b. Md. 
Richard 12 b. Md. (black) 

* This is probably the wife of William H. Pleasants who mrried 
Mary C. Vinson Sept. 15, 1847. 

Monocacy Cemetery: 

Plot belonging to "Mrs. Pleasants and Webb Pleasants" 

Basil Brooke Pleasants (moved to Monocacy Cem. 10/24/1902) d. age 71 
Deborah Pleasant ( "" " " " 11 

) 

Harr:Let Pleasant ( " " " " 11 
) 

Jane Plater Ple8san~s,. ~ames S. Pleas~nts and Elish" W11,iams 
ar b re- in the Bame lot. 
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NOMn~A'I'IOX FOH!·~ 

for the 

H #17-41-30 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL.?i.CES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICS 

IL' NAME i 
COM..,ON: I 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

St. Paul's Church 
12. LOCATION 

$TREE~ ANC NUMBERS 

Sugar land Road and Sugar land Lane 
CITY OR TOWN: 

~ Poolesville 
STATE 

1- lcouNT~=ontqomerv I Marv land 
13. CLASSIFICATIO~ 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District Cl Buildin; 0 Public: Public Acquisition: D Occupied Yes: 

0 Site D Structure l'J Private 0 In Process 0 Unac:cupied i:3 Rettric:tecl 

0 Object 0 Bath 0 Sein; Considered 0 Preservation worl.: 0 Unreotricted 

In pra;reas 0 Na 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• Approprl•te) 

0 A;ric:ultural 0 Govern,,,.nt 0 Pode 0 Transportation 0 Commento 

0 Commerc:iof 0 Industrial 0 Privat~~ r-.... '!'1~ence 0 Other (Sp&cll)') 

0 E ducotiono I 0 Military.,. ml Religicvs 

0 E ntertoi nment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f .t. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
CiWNER'S NA ... E: 

St. Paul's Methodist Church 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CiTY OR TOWN: 

I sT;'1::~land I ~ Poolesville 
OC~T!ON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION T)71 

:I'-~ 

COIJl~THOUSE, REGlSTR'r OF DEEC'5, ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
j 
51

;1~ryland _J Rockville 

Title -~ef_Q_£0gce of Curr~n:t D~f}Q (BQQk & Pc i._#) ! 

~R1:PP.ESEW:Allllii iH EXlST!!-'.G Si.JRVEYS ,.~ ~ _: 

TITLE OF SURVE'Y: 

None 
DATE OF ~UR VEY: 0 F•duol 0 Stat., 0 County 0 Loccl 
bEP051 TORY FOR SURVEY RECOR CS: 

STFlf:ET AND NUMBER: 

Cl'lY O~ TO~N: 15T A TE: I _j 



'l'h~ ~ .. :.irch is a frame structure with a 

r--., , __ . ·':·"----~:} gable. Flanking the entrance porch 
ii. ., 

-~-~ · · =DlL~d ~!.::aded windows; there is a circular 

.window in the gable. The doorway is double, with 

heavy applieri mouldings and a fanlight. Along 

either flank are four round-headed windows. A 

' i l.t~ .... angular apse, Ii t by side windows, projects 

at the west end. The church sits on a foundation of 

cut sandstone. 

Behind . 1e house is a __ one story, frame 

structure with a three bay gable-end facade. 
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6
1 

r D (Check ':;n• or /.;·c·e ~• Appr<•;><l,.le) f 

- I 
_o"c"'~"a~ 0 16th Con•~ry C 1gth Cer;lur; ?0th c~r.tv1 i 

...] 15rh Cenlu•y 0 17~h C•nlvry ~ 19;h c .. ntvry I 

:1F1c. DAT£<5; (71 App/fcable •ndKnownj 

1 

AREAS OF 51CiNIFlCANCE (Checlt One or More •• Jlppr<>prl11te) 

Abor i;inol 0 Educoti on 0 Politi ca"! 0 Urban Planning 

0 Prehisto1ic 0 En;.ineering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 A rchi lecture 0 Lcondscope 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Socio I/Human-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itarian 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theoter 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SICONIFIC.aNCE 
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1 
MAJO~ S<BllOGP:APHK:AL REFERESCES 

- - ------ ------- -.--_,_ -.... 
I 
I 
I 
I 
! 

rto. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
·-LATITUDE AND L..ONGITUDE COORDINATES L..ATITUOE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL..E LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER L.t.TITUOE L..ONGITUOE LATITUDE LONGITUDE I 

Dl'grees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes S.cOAds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW 9 . 0 . 

APPROXl ... ATE ACREACOE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

! 

I 

,LIST A.LL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STA TE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

I I 
STATE: COUNTY: 

-PL FORM PREPARED BY --
NAJr.JIE AND TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION ID.I.TE 

MNCPPC 3 Dec 73 
STREET A.ND NUNCBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Sorina Marv land 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 

I National D State 0 Local 0 

I 
Signature ~~ 
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MAP 11 

SUGARLAND COMMUNITY, 
c. 1900-1925 
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ell' 1. J MES BB:ICllIT!I llS"m. 

2. ntGllUll ~ llS~. 

3. JOHii Al>MS i!STI>. 

CDllll!ID CDml {g ... LDIIS GAllME'l'r llS"m • 

STORE (5) 5. PE'%D JACKSO!f HSm. 

~:Z: QllILZ !;I 6..: P.uaICI'. ll!ll80lf llS'm. 
SC:IUOI, • b. U1l:E 1lll!lllOll llSTll • 

i;g;ul!!i • c. ll)!!JIT llEIROll llST!l. 

PllIVT (!) ? a. NA:HAll JOBNSOll llS'm. 

STABU ~ b. POST On'ICE 

m;,u llJIJSE ~ 8. JOllll a:xcxmcs llS1!>. 

BEi llJOSE ~ 9. JOE CIJl'fIS BSTI>. 

!!1UI ~I B 10. WIL llORSEI llSTD. 

~lil!lfm lll!l§.li (!) ll. ST. PAl1L' S Pl. £. ClltrlCll 

PIG pg &l 1.Z. !l>RACJ: JACKSON ilS"m. 
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P.AS'l"JRE ........ ~ 
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ORCIWl.D •• ::.. SUCARLA."G> STORE 
Q roim;T l?. ClWILIS J ACXSON P.STD. 

THICKET :t is. Ll1lCE LYNCH !. FAMILY !!STD. 

llELL 0 19. Ww.I AM ! Al"UlR l!ST!l. 

SPRillG 0- 20. LU>TD COATES HST!l. 

li'l'REAK -"'·""'- 21. SAKUEL JO!lliSIOM P.S'm. 

POND c@ 22. JOl!Jf DIGGS llSTD. 

PARCEL BOONDAllT 23. JOHii eRANISOK FiSTD. 

FDIC ED PARCEL BD'C. - 2i.. RAF SRAllISOll !!S'Cl. 

F»ICE 25. PHIIJ.IP JOk?ISOll &STD. 

DIRT lllAD 26. ISAAC BELL llSTD. 

LANE Z?. SAKUEL LEE llSTD. 

PAnl 28. LEVI HALL HS'l:D. 
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St. Paul's Community Church & Cemetery 

c G.M. Hopkins Atlas, 1879 
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D1v1a1on ot Aroheology 
Karyland Geological Surve~ 
Johns Hopkins Gniversity 
:Baltimore, 1-:::lrylz..:::id 21218 
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STERLING QUADRANGLE 
VIRGINIA- MARYLAND 

7. 5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
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NAME ST. f'Al,/t.S lf6nl. C/ltl~ll 

LOCATION /AIT£bEC1/dAI /fr St1"19A:AAll> /<:L j:'~aS' v1t.U, #ot' 

FACADE #€ 

PHOTO TAKEN ;z/3/73 If .bwJ'a.. 
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