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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a small, clapboard structure in ruinous condition.
It has the dimensions and appearance of a typical, one-room
schoolhouse, and presently lacks any features that indicate it
was ever a church. Entrance is in the (west) gable facade.
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'The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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Name of Landmark: Seneca C.,M.E. Church

Location: On Violet's Lock Road in Seneca, Maryland,

, Present use: Not 1n use as a church,

g e s e

Owner: Frank Davls of Chevy Chase, Maryland.
Date or period bullt: Around 1900.

. Architectural descriptlon: A weathered clapboard building. The
4 roof has caved 1n and the windows are missing.

o Ul W N

7. Bullder: The men of the congregation,

i . Orig;ﬁal'owner: Colored Methodist Eplscopal Conference of
o : Richmond, Virginia.

9. Historic association: The church was an important part of the

black communlty of Seneca which centered around the employ-
ment provlided at the sandstone quarry owned by the U.S.
government. The church was bullf by the men of the congre-
gation; prilor to that time the congregatlon worshiped in
private homes. A schoolhouse which 1s no longer standing
was located next to the church as 1s the cemetery. The
Colored Methodist Eplscopal Church was the black divislon
of the Southern Methodlst Church which after Reconstruction
split from the maln body of Methodists. In 1941, when the
congregation bullt thelr new church on Berryville Road,

s they severed thelr relationshlp wlth the C.M.E. church.

i Mrs. Harriet Driver was a member of the congregation. She

was a midwlfe for the communlty and dled in 1951 at the age

of 115.

10. Bibliography: 1. Interview with Mrs. Clara Green, daughter of
: Mrs. Driver,

2. Interview with Mrs. Mamie Beckwith Payton,
nlece of Mrs. Green.

3. Interview with Mr. Milton Clipper, elder of
. the Community Church,

4, Interview with the Rev. Walter F. Willilams,
retired Methodist minlster,

11. Researcher: Arydce J. Aslre
402 New Mark Esplanade
Rockville, Maryland 20850
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