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MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

V Piedmont 

Western Maryland 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 
(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 
(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 

VIndustrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( prehistoric 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C.- A.D.900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic ) 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental Adaption 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
^Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 

and Community Planning 
y{ Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 

Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

V. Resource Type: 

Category: 

Historic Environment: 

Known Design Source: 



Survey No. M 1 4 - 2 7 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form °°E _^es _« 

1 . NaiTie ( i n d i c a t e p re fe r red name) 

historic C e d a r G r o v e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

and/or common C e d a r G r o v e 

2. Location 
street & number I n t e r s e c t i o n o f R i d g e and D a v i s M i l l Roads not for publication 

city, town G e r m a n t o w n vicinity of congressional district 2nd & 1 2 t h 

state M a r y l a n d county Mon tgomery 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

X district public X occupied X agriculture museum 
building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment X religious 
object in process _JL yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
_Xj io t app l i cab l e n o military other: 

4. Owner off Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

name M u l t i p l e o w n e r s h i p - s e e l i s t i n g 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town s t a t e and z ip code 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Mon tgomery C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r 

street & number f o l i o 

city, town R o c k v i l l e state M a r y l a n d 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title M-NCPPC Historic Sites Survey 

date 1 9 7 6 federal _X_ state _X_ county local 

depos i to ry for survey records P a r k H i s t o r i a n ' s . Of f i c e , M-NCPPC 

city, town R o c k v i l l e state M a r y l a n d 



7. Description Survey No. M 14-27 

Condition 
excellent 
good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 
altered 

Check one 
original site 
moved date o f move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Cedar Grove is located in the still largely rural area of 
northern Montgomery County, in the Seneca Creek region. It lies 
at the intersection of Ridge Road (Rt. 27) and Davis Mill Road. 
It includes a small collect of late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century buildings centered around this intersection. There has 
been very little infill of later buildings, the exception being 
a automobile repair shop which sits near the Cedar Grove store. 
The focal points of this small community are the Cedar Grove general 
merchandise store and the Upper Seneca Baptist Church which both 
have the longest history of the buildings found here. 



8. Significance Survey No. M 14_27 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric 

•

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A _B _C D 

_A _B __C _D _E _ F _G 

n a t i o n a l s t a t e l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Cedar Grove is significant for its late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century buildings which include a store, church and a 
number of residences. The Cedar Grove store is one of Montgomery 
County's remaining continously operating general merchandise stores. 
The residences include an earlier simple vernacular residence and a 
few late Victorian Queen Anne influenced residences. 

Cedar Grove is representative of the small cross-road communi­
ties that developed in western Montgomery County during the turn 
of the century period. Cedar Grove began as the store and residence 
of Oliver T. Watkins with a church and scattered farms. In the 
late nineteenth century to which later added other residences. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. M 1 4 - 2 7 

Montgomery County Land, Judgment and Will Records 
Montgomery County Commissioners Tax Assessment Records 
Hopkins Atlas of 1879 
Assorted newspaper articles, as cited in text 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A l i I I I i l i • I I i I i I i i I B l . 1 I I • I i i I I . 1 . I . . I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c l • I I I . 1 I • • 1 P L J • I 
E | _ L J I I • I • • 1 I • I • I • • I F L J I I • I i • I 1 , 1 , 1 , 
Q l . I 1 I • I • • I 1 • I . I • • I H | , I I I , 1 , , I I i I , I i , I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state 

state code county 

state code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title C a t h e r i n e C r a w f o r d 

organization M o n t . C o . H i s t . P r e s . Comm 

street & number 

city or town R o c k v i l l e 

county 

or county boundaries 

date 6 / 8 6 

telephone 

state M a r y l a n d 

code 

code 

# 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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A l l of Cedar G r o v e was a t one t i m e t h e p r o p e r t y of O l i v e r T. W a t k i n s 

•
who had a f a r m h e r e b e g i n n i n g i n 1851 when he a c q u i r e d t w o h u n d r e d a c r e s 
f rom h i s u n c l e and s o o n t o be f a t h e r - i n - l a w , V i n c e n t B r e w e r (Deed JSH 
1 / 5 3 ) . A f t e r p r u c h a s i n g t h i s p r o p e r t y he m a r r i e d h i s c o u s i n , E l e a n o r 
Brewer and p r o b a b l y t h e n b u i l t t h e f i r s t p a r t of h i s l a r g e r e s i d e n c e which 
now s i t s back off of Ridge Road (and i s owned by MNCPPC). The 1879 Hopkins 
A t l a s s h o w s two O.T. W a t k i n s h o u s e s h e r e , a l o n g w i t h a s t o r e and p o s t 
o f f i c e . S o m e t i m e a f t e r 1865 O l i v e r W a t k i n s b u i l t a s t o r e a l o n g t h e r o a d 
f rom D a m a s c u s and o t h e r n o r t h w e s t e r n c o u n t y t o w n s t o G e r m a n t o w n and 
G a i t h e r s b u r g which were a l o n g t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n Branch of t h e B & 0 R a i l r o a d 
which came t h r o u g h in 1873. For what e v e r r e a s o n , he mus t have b u i l t t h i s 
second r e s i d e n c e which s i t s nex t t o t h e s t o r e and i s o r i e n t e d t o w a r d s t h e 
r o a d . T h i s second d w e l l i n g a p p e a r s on Hopkins 1879 A t l a s as "Res ." O l i v e r 
T. W a t k i n s . P e r h a p s he l i v e d h e r e w h i l e a d d i n g on t o t h e e a r l y modes t farm 
d w e l l i n g o f f t h e road or m e r e l y wanted t o c a p i t a l i z e on t h e t r a f f i c t h r o u g h 
C e d a r Grove by p r o v i d i n g a s t o p o v e r . He d i d , h o w e v e r , e s t a b l i s h t h e 
t o w n ' s f i r s t p o s t o f f i c e h e r e i n h i s s t o r e i n 1877 (M.C.H.S. f i l e s - p o s t 
o f f i c e s ) . An a d v e r t i s m e n t f o r W a t k i n ' s s t o r e a p p e a r s i n Hopkins A t l a s (p . 
27) w h i c h s t a t e s , " C e d a r Grove - O l i v e r T. W a t k i n s , D e a l e r i n G e n e r a l 
M d s c , C o u n t r y p r o d u c e Taken i n E x c h a n g e f o r Goods - Dry G o o d s , B o o t s , 
S h o e s , L i q u o r s , e t c . " W a t k i n s became q u i t e p r o s p e r o u s h e r e , b o t h a s a 
m e r c h a n t and a a f a r m e r . A c c o r d i n g t o T.S . Boyd i n h i s H i s t o r y of 
Montgomery County Maryland Cedar Grove was a w h e a t , c o r n , t o b a c c o and hay 
p r o d u c i n g a r e ( p . 1 2 3 ) . I n t h e a r e a s u r r o u n d i n g W a t k i n s s t o r e i n 1879 
t h e r e were f a r m s , a s c h o o l , and Salem M.E. Church and, t h e Whi te Oak Chapel 
no t t o d i s t a n t . 

•

C e d a r G r o v e r e m a i n e d l i t t l e more t h a n a s t o r e a t t h e c r o s s r o a d s f o r 
q u i t e some t i m e . In 1888 t h e new Upper Seneca B a p t i s t Church was b u i l t on 
a one a c r e l o t g i v e n t o t h e c h u r c h by E l e a n o r W a t k i n s w h i c h s t i l l s t a n d s . 
The a d d i t i o n of t h e l a t e r homes now in Ceda r G r o v e d i d n o t come u n t i l a f t e r 
t h e d e a t h of O l i v e r T. W a t k i n s i n 1894 a t w h i c h p o i n t h i s h e i r s b e g a n 
s e l l i n g o f f t h e p r o p e r t y . The f a r m was s o l d i n 1894. The h e i r s r e t a i n e d 
t h e house near t h e s t o r e u n t i l 1913. James E. King p u r c h a s e d t h e s t o r e l o t 
i n 1901 and a few y e a r s l a t e r r e p l a c e d i t w i t h a n o t h e r s t o r e b u i l d i n g . 
T h u s , i n t h e c o u p l e d e c a d e s t h a t f o l l o w e d t h e d e a t h of O l i v e r T. W a t k i n s 
t h e few a d d i t i o n a l d w e l l i n g s now found in Cedar Grove were c o n s t r u c t e d by 
h i s h e i r s and o t h e r s . 

C e d a r G r o v e t o d a y r e m a i n s much a s i t was in " t h e e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y . That i s , l i t t l e addition.-., d eve lopmen t (a< a u t o m o t i v e g a r a g e and a 
few r e s i d e n c e s on t h e o u t s k i r t s ) h a s t a k e n p l a c e and t h e C e d a r G r o v e 
g e n e r a l m e r c h a n d i s e s t o r e can s t i l l be coun ted on t o supp ly t h e b a s i c n e e d s 
of t h e community. 

The h e a r t of Cedar Grove i s t h e Cedar Grove Gene ra l M e r c h a n d i s e S t o r e , 
#23412 R i d g e Road. As m e n t i o n e d , a s t o r e was f i r s t e s t a b l i s h e d h e r e by 
O l i v e r T. Watk ins somet ime between 1865 and 1877, which he o p e r a t e d d u r i n g 
h i s l i f e t i m e . He l e f t no w i l l when he d i e d i n 1894 b u t t h e i n v e n t o r y of 
h i s p e r s o n a l e s t a t e l i s t s t h e o b v i o u s c o n t e n t s of a g e n e r a l m e r c h a n d i s e 
s t o r e i n c l u d i n g , woolen s h i r t s , f l a n n e l p a n t s , shoes , h a t s , l i n e n c o l l a r s 
and c u f f s , s u s p e n d e r s , c o r s e t s and o t h e r i t e m s of c l o t h i n g a s w e l l a s 
c a l i c o e s , " I n d i a l i n e n " , p l a i d m u s l i n s and s p o o l s of s i l k . The s t o r e s o l d 
p roduce and canned goods , c i g a r s , t e a , s p i c e s , candy " J a m a i c a G i n , " V i c t o r s 

•
r e l i e f p i l l s and l i n i m e n t s and C a s t o r O i l . I t a l s o s o l d h a r d w a r e , t o o l s , 
p l o w s , h o r s e c o l l a r s , br id#]fs and h a l t e r s and p a i n t and t u r p e n t i n e as w e l l 
a s g l a s s w a r e , l a m p s and l a n t e r n s , s c i s s o r s , r a z o r s , p e n c i l s , s l a t e s , e t c . 
(Reg . of W i l l s GCD 5 / 6 6 ) . 
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The s t o r e l o t was s o l d out of t h e f a m i l y i n 1901 to James E. King (Deed 
TD19/185) who l a t e r s o l d t o James 0. and Alma King in J a n u a r y of 1904 (Deed 
1 7 6 - 3 0 8 ) . 

J a m e s 0 . King l a t e r r e p l a c e d O l i v e r W a t k i n s s t o r e b u i l d i n g w i t h t h e 
c u r r e n t s t o r e a b o u t 1909 ( a c c o r d i n g t o c u r r e n t owner W i l l a r d M a i n , C a r o l 
B l a c k b u r n , The G a i t h e r s b u r g G a z e t t e O c t o b e r 2 8 , 1 9 8 2 , S e c t . D - 1 ) . The 
c u r r e n t p r o p r i e t o r s of t h e s t o r e , who know much about t h e s t o r e ' s h i s t o r y 
t h r o u g h l o n g t i m e r e g u l a r c u s t o m e r s and Mr. Main, say t h a t t h e s t o r e s e r v e d 
a s a c e n t e r f o r s o c i a l a c t i v i t y . L o c a l f a r m e r s wou ld g a t h e r a r o u n d t h e 
s t o r e ' s wood b u r n i n g s t o v e in t h e e v e n i n g s s o m e t i m e s s t a y i n g u n t i l l a t e a t 
n i g h t . Over t h e s t o r e i s now an a p a r t m e n t but t h i s a r e a was once used f o r 
v a r i o u s community p u r p o s e s , as a g a t h e r i n g p l a c e , a r e s t a u r a n t , e t c . The 
s t o r e a l s o i n c l u d e d a b a r b e r s h o p i n t h e f r o n t n e a r t h e m a i n e n t r y , w h e r e 
A r n o l d Main u s e d t o c u t h a i r . The s t o r e s t i l l r e t a i n s much of i t s e a r l y 
i n t e r i o r woodwork and s h e l v i n g a l o n g w i t h a " s i l e n t b u t l e r " f o r c a r r y i n g 
g o o d s f rom t h e b a s e m e n t t o t h e f i r s t or s e c o n d f l o o r s of t h e b u i l d i n g and 
an o l d s c a l e . ( I n t e r v i e w w i t h c u r r e n t p r o p r i e t o r s , G e o r g e and Becky 
B o n b r e s t 5 / 3 0 ) . 

I n 1 9 3 8 , A r n o l d Main b e c a m e t h e p r o p r i e t o r of t h e s t o r e , l a t e r 
p u r c h a s i n g t h e b u i l d i n g f rom t h e K i n g s i n 1946 (Deed 1 0 0 4 / 8 7 ) . A f t e r 
r e t u r n i n g f rom m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e d u r i n g Wor ld War I I A r n o l d M a i n ' s s o n , 
W i l l a r d M a i n , t o o k o v e r t h e b u s i n e s s . Mr. Main made a b r i c k a d d i t i o n t o 
t h e s t o r e i n 1957 n e a r l y d o u b l i n g i t s s i z e of t h e s t o r e i t s e l f ( G a z e t t e ) . 
W i l l a r d Main c o n t i n u e d t o s e l l a v a r i e t y of m e r c h a n d i s e i n c l u d i n g some 
h a r d w a r e and farm s u p p l i e s a s w e l l as g r o c e r i e s , d a i r y p r o d u c t s and m e a t s . 
Though W i l l a r d Main s t i l l r e t a i n s o w n e r s h i p of t h e b u i l d i n g , he r e t i r e d 
t h r e e y e a r s a g o , s e l l i n g t h e b u s i n e s s t o i t ' s new p r o p r i e t o r , G e o r g e and 
Becky B o n b r e s t who m a i n t a i n a t r a d i t i o n ^ g e n e r a l s t o r e . 

The s t o r e i s a two s t o r y t h r e e bay by t h r e e bay f rame b u i l d i n g w i t h a 
f r o n t - f a c i n g g a b l e r o o f . The d o u b l e g l a s s p a n e l d o o r e n t r y i s t o t h e 
c e n t e r of t h e f a c a d e w i t h a f o u r l i g h t t r a n s o m a b o v e . To e i t h e r s i d e of 
t h e e n t r y i s a l o n g two over two s a s h window w i t h s h u t t e r s . On t h e second 
s t o r y f a c a d e a r e t h r e e s l i g h t y s h o r t e r bays . In t h e f a c a d e g a b l e end i s a 
s i n g l e f o u r l i g h t c a s e m e n t , p o i n t e d a r c h e d window. A s h e d r o o f p o r c h 
s u p p o r t e d by p l a i n i r o n p o s t s c o v e r s t h e f a c a d e bays . The e x t e r i o r f rame 
w a l l s a r e now c o v e r e d w i t h v i n y l s i d i n g a d d e d i n 1 985 . To t h e w e s t e r n s i d e 
e l e v a t i o n i s a l o n g , r e c t a n g u l a r s i n g l e s t o r y f l a t r o o f b r i c k a d d i t i o n 
w h i c h e x t e n d s o u t w a r d f rom t h e o l d s t o r e b u i l d i n g e n o u g h t o i n c l u d e an 
e n t r y a t t h e e a s t e r n e l e v a t i o n . At t h e f acade i s a l a r g e p i c t u r e window. 

The o t h e r c e n t e r of c o m m u n i t y a c t i v i t y i n Cedar G r o v e i s t h e Uppe r 
S e n e c a B a p t i s t C h u r c h , #23425 D a v i s M i l l Road. T h i s i s t h e f o u r t h o l d e s t 
B a p t i s t C h u r c h i n M a r y l a n d , e s t a b l i s h e d on J u n e 2 8 , 1 8 0 5 . The o r i g i n a l 
c h u r c h , known as "White Oak Chape l " was a l o g s t r u c t u r e l o c a t e d on W a t k i n s 
Road t o t h e e a s t of t h e p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g ( J i l l T e u n i s " C e d a r G r o v e C h u r c h 
C e l e b r a t e s i t ' s H i s t o r y , " Damascus C o u r i e r - G a z e t t e J u l y 24 , 1985) . The 
p r e s e n t c h u r c h was b u i l t i n 1888 by b u i l d e r and c a r p e n t e r W i l l i a m Henry 
Hobbs on an a c r e of l and d o n a t e d by O l i v e r T. and E leano r W a t k i n s . ( B e l l e 
N a p o l i , "From Whence We Came", MCHS). The b a s e m e n t was dug o u t i n 1937 t o 
c r e a t e a s o c i a l h a l l ( J . T e u n i s ) . L a t e r , a e d u c a t i o n a l annex was added t o 
t h e chu rch b u i l d i n g in 1954 (Mrs. U l y s s e s G r i f f i t h IV "Upper Seneca B a p t i s t 
Church i s amoung c o u n t y ' s o l d e s t , " S e n t i n e l June 16, 1955) . 
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Also on the church proper ty i s the parsonage house #23415 Davis Mill 
Road t h e h e i r s of O l i v e r T. Watk ins conveyed a o n e - h a l f a c r e l o t t o t h e 

(Board of T rus t ee s of Upper Seneca B a p t i s t Church for $50 in October of 1904 
(Deed 1 8 0 / 1 7 1 ) . The p a r s o n a g e was b u i l t l a t e r , in 1916-1917 (Mr. N.S. 
G r i f f i t h ) . 

Upper Seneca Baptist Church is a one story three bay by four bay 
rectangularly shaped frame structure with a front facing gable roof. The 
entry is to the center of the facade with double, wooden panel doors with a 
stained glass rounded arched transom above. To either side is a long, 
narrow, stained glass one over one sash window, also with a rounded arched 
top. These same windows appear at both side elevations. Covering the 
entry is a simple pedimented portico with slightly tapering squared 
columns, which rest on smooth faced concrete piers. The base of the porch 
is of poured concrete with smooth faced concrete block side walls. The 
foundation again is of smooth faced concrete blocks (which were probably 
added as reinforcements when the basement was dug out). The exterior walls 
are covered with German siding and the roof with composition shingle. To 
the west of the facade is a stair well down to a basement entry. At the 
west side of the rear elevation is a brick chimney. The later addition is 
to the eastern side elevation to the rear of the building it is a long, 
rectangular single story wing, four bays long with a gable roof covered 
with raised seam metal. The first bay near the church is an entry. It is 
lit by six over six sash windows. The exterior walls are covered with 
German siding. 

The parsonage next door, #23415 Davis Mill Road, is a two story frame 
three bay by three bay residence with a cross gable roof. At the western 
side of the facade a two story crossing wing or L extends out. It has 
paired windows on both the first and second story elevations. The entry 
with transom above is on the inside with a single window to the other side. 
Centered above these two bays is a single window. There are small casement 
windows in the gable ends. To the rear is a single story addition. The 
partonage rests on a stone foundation, the exterior walls are covered with 
German siding and the roof with raised seam metal. 

Next to the store is the Oliver T. Watkin's residence, #23406 Ridge 
Road, probably built about the time of the original store building sometime 
between 1865 and 1877. It is a simple vernacular dwelling built in two 
parts. The north end is a three bay unit with the entry to the center and a 
bay to either side, on the second story are also three bays. The southern 
section is two bays with the doorway to the inside. Again, there is a 
second story bay over each of those on the first story. The two entries 
are about equally spaced giving unity to the parts. The two entries and the 
center bay of the house are covered by a wooden shed roof proch supported by 
turned posts. It is a long, rectangular shaped dwelling one bay deep with 
a gable roof. The house is lit by six over six sash windows with shutters. 
It has two brick chimneys, one at the north end of each of the two sections 
of the house. At the rear elevation at the northern end is a one and one 
half story, two bay deep gable roof ell. The house rests on a stone 
foundation. The exterior walls are covered with weatherboard siding and 
the roof with raised seam metal. 

-3-
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Next t o t h e church #24311 i s a l a r g e Queen Anne s t y l e r e s i d e n c e . I t 

•

i s a l a r g e two a to ry , m u l t i - g a b l e d frame r e s i d e n c e f i v e bays by two bays. 
The cen t e r of the facade i s t h r e e bays under a f ront fac ing gable in which 
i s l o c a t e d a four l i g h t pointed arched window. The en t ry with transom i s 
t o t h e n o r t h e r n end under a shed roof but c o n n e c t i n g w i t h t h e main b lock i s 
a f ou r th bay up and down. This i s probably a l a t e r a d d i t i o n . The f i f t h bay 
a c r o s s t h e f r o n t i s a long a r e c e s s e d wing which c r o s s e s t h e main b l o c k . A 
wooden, low hipped roof porch supported by dor ic columns wi th b a l u s t r a d e 
r u n s t h e l e n g t h of t h e f a cade and around t h e s i d e of t h e main b lock t o 
cover the f i f t h f ron t fac ing bay. At the southern s ide e l e v a t i o n i s a two 
s t o r y , t h r e e s i d e d bay window w i t h a f r o n t f a c i n g g a b l e roof in which i s 
found a n o t h e r p o i n t e d a r c h e d window. (Th i s window a p p e a r s in a l l g a b l e 
e n d s ) . To t h e r e a r i s a s m a l l s i n g l e s t o r y g a b l e roof e l l , a t the n o r t h 
end. To t h e s o u t h e r n s i d e of t h e r e a r e l e v a t i o n i s a one bay deep one 
s t o r y shed a d d i t i o n . The house i s l i t by one over one s a s h window w i t h t h e 
e x c e p t i o n of t h e foward bay in t h e f i r s t s t o r y of the s o u t h e r n e l e v a t i o n 
which i s a t r i p l e t h r e e over one sash window. 

This r e s idence was b u i l t by James Obed King and h i s wife Alma, c i r c a . 
1911 (Real Es t a t e Inventory VMB 139-557). They purchased the proper ty on 
which t h e i r home was b u i l t , 74 square perches of "Locust Level", for $55.00 
from t h e h e i r s of O l i v e r T. Watk ins in J a n u a r y 1904 (Deed 1 7 8 / 1 3 9 ) . Tha t 
same day t h e Kings a l s o r e c e i v e d t i t l e fo r t h e old O l i v e r Watk ins s t o r e 
l o t . Thus , James 0. King was Cedar Grove ' s s t o r e k e e p e r . Mr. King p a s s e d 
away in December of 1962, p r e d e c e a s e d by h i s w i f e , Alma. T h i s house (and 
t h e house nex t door) t hen pa s sed on t o h i s adop ted d a u g h t e r , K a t h e r i n e L. 
King ( then , Katherine King Hunt), according t o h i s l a s t w i l l and t e s t a m e n t 
(VMB 155/868). According t o the r e a l e s t a t e inventory of James Obed King, 

•
t h i s was d i s c r i b e d as a d e t a c h e d two s t o r y , n ine room and ba th f r ame 
dwe l l ing wi th an a t t i c and c e l l a r , b u i l t c i r c a . 1911. Kather ine King Hunt 
s o l d t h e p r o p e r t y two y e a r s l a t e and in 1977 i t was p u r c h a s e d by t h e 
c u r r e n t owners, Steven M. and Jane t M. Wells (Deed 5074-212). 

Next door t o King house #23401 Ridge Road, was a l s o owned by James 
Obed King. The r e a l e s t a t e inventory fo l lowing h i s death in 1962 r e f e r s t o 
t h i s house as the "Beall House" b u i l t "p r io r to 1900", i t i s descr ibed as a 
two s t o r y s i n g l e f a m i l y home of seven rooms and a b a t h , w i t h an a t t i c (Real 
I n v e n t o r y VMB 139-557) . I t i s a t u r n of the c e n t u r y era d w e l l i n g , a 
s i m p l i f i e d Queen Anne which resembles the parsonage house. 

I t i s a two s to ry , frame r e s idence four bays by two bays with a f r o n t 
f a c i n g L w i t h a c r o s s g a b l e roof . The f r o n t f a c i n g L i s two bays and t h e 
facade of the main block i s two bays with the en t rance , wi th transom above, 
t o t h e i n s i d e . The f r o n t f a c i n g g a b l e roof of t he L i s s h i n g l e d w i t h a 
s i n g l e window. The windows a l l around are two over two sash. A low hipped 
roof porch supposed by p la in wooden pos t s wi th enclosed b a l u s t r a d e covers 
t h e e n t r y and end bay o n l y . Where t h e f r o n t f a c i n g L and main b lock meet i s 
a b r i c k ch imney. The house r e s t s on a s t o n e f o u n d a t i o n and t h e e x t e r i o r 
w a l l s are covered with a s b e s t o s s h i n g l e s . 
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CURRENT OWNERS 

P-902 Cedar Grove Store 
23412 Ridge Road 
Germantown, Md. 20874 
J. Willard Main 
23807 Ridge Rd. 

P-933 Oliver Watkins, Res. 
23406 Ridge Road 
David J. Frederick, et al 

P-938 Beall House 
23411 Ridge Road 
Steven M. & J.M. Wells 

P-992 King House 
23401 Ridge Road 
James S. & B.C. Lynch 

P-21 Upper Seneca Baptist Church 
23425 Davis Mill Road 

P-33 Upper Seneca Baptist Church Parsonage 
23415 Davis Mill Road 
%Upper Seneca Baptist Church 
23425 Davis Mill Road 

M-14-27 
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

See correspondence dated 

ACTION TAKEN 

March 9, 1990 

THE AMENDMENT 

The purpose of this amendment is to designate one district 
in Montgomery County on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation, 
thereby extending to it the protection of the County's Historic 
Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code. 

Atlas # Site 

Cedar Grove Historic 
District 

Location 

Intersection of Route 
27 and Davis Mill Road 
(See map of boundaries) 

Historic Significance of the Resource; 

Cedar Grove is significant as one of the few continuously 
operating rural crossroads communities serving farm families for 
over a century. Relatively unchanged over the years, it retains its 
original character and rural identity as a cohesive collection of 
19th and early 20th century buildings that provide a community 
meeting place and focal point. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

M #14-27 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

nz NAME 
CEDAR GROVE^d./STORE^BAPTIST CH .AREA 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Upper Seneca B a p t i s t Chgfflch and Rectory 
IE LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N O N U M B E R : 

Davis Mi l l Road 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Cedar Grove 

Maryland 
C O U N T Y : 

Montgomery 
3. CLASSfFICATfON 

z 
o 

H 

U 

»-
CO 

m 
tut 

CATEGORY 
'(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

n District j g Building 

• Sit* [ j Structure 

D Object 

n Public 

EJ! Pfivot* 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

|~| In Process 

| | Being Considered 

63 Occupied 

• Unoccupied 

• Preservotion work 
in progress 

Yes: 

£3 Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

D No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

I | Commercial 

I 1 Educational 

I } Entertainment 

( 1 Government 

I 1 Industrial 

• Military 

I 1 Museum 

D P<"k 

Q PrivaiC Residence 

0 Religious 

1 I Scientific 

I 1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

f 1 Comments 

[4 . OWNER O F P R O P E R T Y 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

T r u s t e e s of Upper Seneca B a p t i s t Church 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Cedar Grove Maryland 
S. LOCATION O F LEGAL DESCRIPTION" 

C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 
. 

~~^Tt 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Rockv i l i e Maryland 
[Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg. #) 

Uf; REPRESENTATION \H EXISTING SURVEYS 
r • i i ' I * I ' • • • • i — ' • . i n i i . 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None. 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federol Q State • County Q Loeol 
D E P O S I T O R Y FOR S U R V E Y RECORDS: 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 



[TrpESCRtPTION 
M: 14-27 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

• E»c«ll«nt £3 Good • Foir • D> f r io fo fd • R „ j n , Q Un«po««d 

(Check One) 

£ 1 Al f . r .d D Unolt.r.d 
(Check One) 

• Movtd (Q Originol Sit» 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * JO O R I G I N A L (If known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The church is a frame structure. The arched central 

doorway is flanked by tall, narrow, arched, stained glass 

windows. Four similar windows are on either side wall. 

The entrance porch is pedimented, supported by large, square 

columns. 

Adjacent to the church is the rectory—a two story, 

frame structure with a forward-facing gable and returned 

cornice. 



s 
M: 14-27 

PERIOD (chec* One or Mora a* Appropriate) 

loiumbian D '6 fh Century 

( J 15th Century D '7»h Century 

• 18th Century 

EJ 19th Century 

f ] 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEIsl (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ma Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 
I | Prehistoric 

• Historic 

• Agriculture 

[ | Architecture 

D Aft 
I J Commerce 

Q Communications 

| 1 Conservation 

I 1 Education 

I I Engineering 

| | Industry 

1 1 Invention 

Q Landscape 

Architecture 

I I Literature 

• Military 

D Music 

• Political 

• Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

[7] Science 

I I Sculpture 

I I Social/Human­

itarian 

• Theoter 

Q Transportation 

[3] Urban Planning 

• Other (Specllr) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The congregation was es tabl i shed in 1805, although 

the-present s t ruc tu re i s of much more recent da t e . 



fi. 'vfAJOfTeiBLIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES 
M: 14-27 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 

N E 

SE 

sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T OK A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O t . 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

ILIST A L L S T A T E S AND C O U N T I E S FOR P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR COUNTY B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E : C O U N T Y 

S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E AND Tl TL E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORG ANI Z A T I O N 

M-NCPPC 
D A T E 

18 Mar 74 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

8787 G e o r g i a Avenue 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Silver Spring Maryland 
12. JState Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

S i g n a t u r e 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 
M#14-27 

NOMINATION FORM 
f o r t h e 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

_—, f*7 NAME 

£ 

CEDAR GROVE,Md./STORE^BAPTIST CH.AREA 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

O l i v e r W a t k i n s House 
LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Ridge Road ( R t e . 27) 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Cedar Grove 

Mary land 
C O U N T Y : 

Montgomery 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

z 
o 

r -

U 

=D 

0£. 

L_ 

z 

VJ 

CATEGORY 
-(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• District |£J Building 

• Site r j Structure 

D Obj.ct 

D Public 

a P'ivot. 

Q Both 

Public Acquisition: 

|~| In Process 

Q Being Considered 

0 Occupied 

(~l Unoccupied 

• Preservotion work 

in progress 

Yes: 
• Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

0 No 

P R E S E N T USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

• Agriculturol 

f~1 Commerciol 

r i Educotionol 

I ) Entertainment 

I I Government 

C Industrial 

Q Military 

[~l Museum 

D Pa-k 
^ J Private Residence 

! ! Religious 

I 1 Scientific 

• Transportation 

Q Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

f'4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

[p. LOCATION oTLEGAL DESCRIPTION - ^ _ 
C O U R T H O U S E , REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Montgomery County C o u r t h o u s e 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

R o c k v i l l e Mary land 
T i t l e R e f e r e n c e o f C u r r e n t Deed (Bpok & P g . # ) ; 

[?7~R£PRE5EKTAfJON"|N EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None . 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Federal • State • County • Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMSERi 

CITY OR TOWN: STATEl 

' 



7. DESCRIPTION 
M: 14-27 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

n E x o l l . n t D Good [ g Foi' Q Dot.rioret.d • Rum, Q Unexposed 

(Check One) 

g3 Alt.r.d Q Unolt.t.d 
(Ch»c* On. ; 

• Moved {jgj Original Sit* 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T # 4D O R I G I N A L (II known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The house is a two-story, frame structure, built in 

two parts. The north end is a three-bay unit with a central 

doorway and flanking windows. The south end is two bays, 

with the doorway, the north bay. The openings are almost 

equally spaced across the facade and a one-story, shed-roofed 

porch covers the three center bays; this gives the house 

more unity of appearance than most other "added-onto" houses 

in the area. 
-r 

The chimneys are positioned at the north end/ the south 

end of the north wing (thus slightly off center). Windows 

are all 6/6 double hung sash. The boxed cornice is returned 

into the gable end. 

m 
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H 
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H 
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i. SIGNIFICANCE 

Abor iginol 

• Prehistoric 

• Historic 

3 Agriculture 

I | Architecture 

D Art 
[~l Commerce 

I | Communications 

{ | Conservotion 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

z 
o 

H* 

u 
r> 
tK 

i -

^. 

L'J 

UJ 

PERIOD (Check One or Mar* «« Appropriate) 

oiumbion Q 16th Century 

( J 15th Century D 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

13 19th Century 

n 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISl (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Mora am Appropriate) 

f~l Education 

L~J Engineering 

I | Industry 

I 1 Invention 

( 1 Londscope 

Architecture 

• Literature 

• Militory 

• Music 

0 Political 

• Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

[71 Science • -

1 I Sculpture 

I I Social/Human­

itarian 

• Theater 

I I Transportation 

( 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 



WTUAJOH BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

N E 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

0 

M : 14-27 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G THE C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F LESS T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o > • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

ILIST A L L S T A T E S AND C O U N T I E S FOR P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR COUNTY B O U N D A R I E S 

COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

i l . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E AND Tl TL E: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

M-NCPPC 
D A T E 

18 Mar 74 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

87 87 Georgia Avenue 

12. 

CITY O R T O W N : 

Silver Spring 
S T A T E 

Maryland 

State Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

S i g n a t u r e 
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