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NOMINATION FORM 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

-
11;' NAME 

,. .. ,, 

COMMON: 

ANOIOR HISTORIC: 

Springdale 

f 2. LOCATION 
STREET ANC NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Ashton (Briqhton) 
STATE 

I I couNM~'ntgoioory I Yiaryland 

13. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ~ Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: IJ Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure ~ Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 
[!:'. Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Bein; Considered 0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress ts No 
. 
-· ---

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agr i cu ltura I 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial ~ Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
Q')'l!NER'S NAME.: 

Ellis ''l. Mannina 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
lsuT~~ryland I Ashton 

15· L.oCA1TION OF LE-G'ALDESC.RIPTIOK _,. ..· ·'>-; t 
:..: o· 

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I Rockville Maryland 
Title Reference of Current Di:>~d (Book & Pa. i) : 

~6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ., ·; 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 0 Federal 0 State XXJ County 0 Local 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

The Maryland-National Capital Par}). & Planning Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

8787 Georqia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

lsTATE~ary land I Silver Spring 



17. DESCRIPTION 

0 Excellent il:'1' Good 0 Fair 

, (Check One) 

~Altered 0 Unaltered 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) _, 

0 Moved li('Originol Site 

The house is a 2-1/2 story, stuccoed house with a two 

story portico now extending across the main (west) facade. The 

facade is three bays with three dormers. The end walls have 

arched windows on either side of the internal end chimneys; the 

boxed cornice is returned to suggest pediments; the dormers 

have similar returns. To the rear, a lean-to may be the older 

part of the house. The foundation is stone; the house is brick 

under the stucco. 

, ·. (_. 

m 

The interior mantels are simple, with mouldings supporting m 

In the hall is an arched built-in cupboard. the shelves. The z 
staircase is U-shaped, with two bal:usters per tread. 

There is a brick smokehouse, a springhouse, the foundation ~ 

for a stone barn, and the foundation of another house on the 
c 
n 
-r si'1e. 
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lS. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More•• Approprl•te) 

0 Pr•-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 15th C•ntury 0 17th Century 

SPECllFIC OATE(Sl (llA.pp/lcable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGN! Fl CANCE (Check One or More ea Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 

0 Prehistoric 

D Historic 

IS Agriculture 

D Architecture 

D Art 

D Commerce 

D Communications 

D Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

D Industry 

D Invention 

D Land scope 

Architecture 

D Literature 

D Militory 

D Music 

....:,., 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

0 f'oliticof 

0 Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

- .0 
D 

t/. 
I i 

D 20th Century 

Urbsiri Planning. 

Other (Specify) 

According to Farquhar, the house was built by Thomas 

Lea, Sr., of Walnut Hill for his son and daughter-in-law, 

Edward and Deborah Lea, in 1837-8. The younger couple had 

lived on the property in the house of Nathaniel Porter, a 

cooper, before the present house was built. The Leas were 

prominent in the agricultural circle of Montgomery County, 

Deborah, being the first person in the county to preserve 

successfully, applesauce, and Edward owning one of the first 

thrashing machines in the County. He was active in the 

Sandy Spring Farmers' Club and several business enterprises. 

The older part of the present house (the lean-to} may 

be the Porter house referred to above (C. Owens} • 
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,~. MJ.JOR BIBLIOGRAPH~AL REFERENCES ·-

Earquhar, Roger Brooke, Old Hornes and Histor::r: of 

Mont9:ornerx: Coun t::z:, Maryland. Washington, D.C.: 

Judd & Detweiler, Inc., 1962, pp. 286-8 

[10. CEOGRAPHICAL DATA ·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COOROIN .. TES LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
0 DEFININ<O A RECTANCOLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degree• Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 

0 . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
SW 0 . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPEFtTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

!LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPEFtTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOAFtl ES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STA TE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

HL FORM PREPARED BY •·-_· :•·-::_ ... '--<-·'·->:"' .· _ ... -·: ... .. _-;:...: ·•_.• .· 
.·. 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Christopher OWens, Park Historian 
OFIGANIZATION -

IOATE 3/16/73 M-NCPPC 
STREET ANO NUMBEFt: 

8787 Georaia Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only} 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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Gimlcn until 1937 when Hollywood was sold. 

Douglas Howard Riggs, son of Samuel and 
Laura (Howard) Riggs was born at "The 
Oaks'' on November 28, 1884, near Laytonsville, 
Montgomery County. He married Chloe ·w. 
Lansdale in November 1911 at Ohwy. Chloe was 
born in F'ebruary 188R at Triadelphia. She wus 
the daughter of Thomas F. and Eliza Strain 
Lansdale. 

Their four children were born at the big farm 
they called ''Hollywood,'' now renamed ''Bon 
Sccours'' by the present owners. 

In 1937 thev sold the farm and settled at 
''Spring Garden,'' the home of .Tames and 
Phoebe Stabler. They have four sons, Douglas 
H. Riggs, .Tr., an. officer wit lt Thomas Oysters 
Assoc.fates (Surnyors), married to Margaret 
Riggs White; Robert Darrington Higgs, mar­
ried to Louisa Griffith ·white, and owner of 
Damascus Fuel Company; Thomas Franklin 
Riggs, married to Grace India Downey and asso­
ciated with Ligon & Ligon, Inc., Baltimore con­
tractors; and John Hamilton Riggs, who is un-

marril'd and in the C~. Ka,·y. Thl•ir nne 
daughkr, Katharine Lansdale Riggs \Va~ 111a 1·­

ried to .J. Justus .Meyer, .Jr., on August 19, rn::!I. 
"Jir. and l\Irs. l\kyer live in the villagt• of 

Sandy Spring and :.Jr. :.JPy<'r is Pmploy<.·ll at Ft. 
l\[t>iufo. 

..\[r. 1111d ::\Irs. Dongl11s Higgs C'l'll'hrntt•d tltl'ir 
fiftiC'th wedding anniversary on Non•mlit•r lt'. 
1961. 

The frame house, brick-nogged and lah•r 
weatherboarded, has a number of details which 
indicate its age, although it is sound and in Px­
cellent condition. One enters the front hall 
which has a fireplace with a soapstone hack awl 
the date 1818 carved in it. The front door is a 
primitive bntten door with a strong har aernss 
the i1u1idc, and strap hinges as long as thP door 
is wide. The stair is n winding 01w. The m1111-

tel is Colonial in type, and chair rails surround 
the rooms. The other doors arc panelled. The 
floorboards are wide without tongue-and-groove 
and put down with hand-made nails. In an ex­
tension is a large Colonial fin•place with a erane. 

Springdale 

THE: attractive hrick house is a familiar 
landmark on the east side of the road 
from Ashton to Brighton. For more than 

n century it was the home of the Lea family. 
The house, with four two-story columns, stands 
back about 200 yards from the highway, and is 
nearly concealed by large trees which flank the 
driveway. In the lawn near the front porch two 
anciC'ut box trees about fifteen feet in height are 
no doubt at least one hundred years old. 

In the story of w· alnut Hill we find that 
Thonrn:,; Lea, Sr., and Elizabeth, his wife, came 
from "\Vilmington, Delaware, in the spring of 
1823 to settle in that brick hom;e high on the hill 
just north of. the Rawlings Riwr. Their son, 
Edward, horn in "\Vilmington in 181+, married 
Deborah Peirce, horn in Philadelphia in 1816, 
the daughter of .T oshua and Hanna Peirce. 
Thomas Lea, Sr., built the Springdale house for 
the young couple in 1837-1838. They were mar­
ried in 1836-7, and before moving to the new 
house they lived in a cottage on the farm which 
had been the home of Nathaniel Porter. Porter 
was a cooper, the grandfather of Charles G. 

Porter, a shrewd banker and Jm ... ine"" man of 
Ashton. (See The Highlands.) 

The land on which the house is situatl'1l was 
from parts of Charley ForeRt and parts of A1l­
dition to Brooke Grove. For fiftv vt>ar" J<~d­
ward and Deborah Lea spent busy li~·ps at the 
beautiful secluded spot where they did many 
things to advance the arts and science of horti­
culture and of farm and household econonn-. 
They adapted themselves to thC' very primiti,:e 
conditions of farm life in vogue in the earl~· 
nineteenth century. Soon after the Ladies' ...\;.;­
sociation was organized in 1857, (thl' first 
woman's organization of its kind in the country, 
and still meeting regularly), Deborah LL'a an­
nounced to the group that she had sucet>ssfully 
preserved applesauce in sealed jars for winter 
use by stewing it, and sealing the jars. Dried 
fruits were in common use before that time. 

Edward Lea had one of the first threshing­
machines in Montgomery County, which llP pur­
chased from Edward Jessup, of York, Pt'm1-
sylvania, the father-in-law of Arthur B. Far­
quhar. It replaced threshing with flails or hy 
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. h'l•uding out the grain with horsos driven 
nrouml the lJam ttoor. This new c.lcvicc lmc.l two 
cylill(lcrs with teeth upon their peripbory. They 
were rotated by gearing driven by four horses 
hikhcd to anus tra,·eling in an eu<llcss cirl'le. 
Tl1is outfit wns taken from fnrm to farm around 
t lie neigl1 horhood. 

Etlwurcl was the oldest member and an or­
gnuizer of the Sandy Spring Farmers' Club in 
1~44, one of the firi::;t such clubs south of the 
~fnson & Dixon Line, nncl still an ncti\•e orguni-

0 1.1ttiou. He wal:! oue of the incorporntors of the __ 
8Lwings Institution of Sandy Spring and tllc 
:\f nfuul l•,ire lusuraucc Company of Montgom­
l'ry County iu 1848. 'Ji1or muny years he wns a 
most appreciated and progrcHsive mcmb~r of 
the Horticultural Society, 1·enching out fo1· bet­
tN· way:-1 of doiug thingl'l in home and farm. 

.\t Springclulc ove1· a <'c11tu1·y ago wuter was 
1•a1Tic<l from the 1:1priug1 an<l cooking was <lone 
on.•r coals with skilletl-1 having handles three 
fcl.'t long. Coal~ were carried from hou:;c to 
houst•, matches then being unknown in the rom­
munity. Bread and pies were baked in ovens 
Oll<.'C' a week, and candles were "dipped" a1111u-
111ly. Kero1:1t:me <.'amc iuto use about 1860, uud 
cost $1.20 per gnllou. All p01·k and beef ments 
wc..•r<' pickled or dried for winter us<.', and milk 
wns kept in the sprinJ.( houst' where butter wus 
<'hul'ne<l for the fumily or for sule. All sonp 
wns houwma<lc. Cottage cheese and ''bonny 
<·lnhhcr" were choice parts of the family diet. 

A l1irctl hand was pai<l rcgnlurly eight to nine 
cfo11nrs per montli, and given housing, an allow­
nn<.'e of meat, flour, mC'al, a garden, and his own 
poultry. An extra hand was paid fifteen to 

~ twl'nty-fh·e cents per cluy. A faithful woman, 
Imiza Bacon, worked for Deborah L en for thirty 
y1•nrs for three dollars per month. A good man 

would cut a cord of wood mid rack it up fol' 
forty-fhre centi:; per col'<l, aud the wood wus sold 
for about one <lollnr µ<•r col'd. Cider was made 
by the barrel, nnd mostly sold for vinegar. The 
cush income of the fnmiy, in adtlition to :->tock 
ancl crops sold, came from the sale of poultry, 
butter, chce:;e, c~gs, nH<l crN1m taken to the city 
two or thn1 <.' times p<'r mouth. Thl• arduou::. 
conditio11s urn.ler which the Lens lived were cu­
d u re<l w i 1 h cou rngc, resolution. nml ch<'erf ulncss. 

The will of Edwanl TJen left 11is wife n life 
estate in Springdale fnrm, then contaiuiug 120 
uncs, nnd provided that it go to his son, W aJtcr, 
nnd duuj.d1tcr, Helen, after the den.th of the 
mother. Thomns J., his :son, was left n lime­
Atonc qunn-y in llowur<l Couuty n~ n '' n tokl'n. '' 
having before received tw<.'nty-su acr<-'s of the 
farm. 

Walter Len left the farm and qpeut most of 
his life in the uortl11 nnd Thoullls J . L<-'n, hii. 
broilier, cnrue to Springdnle nftcr l1is mnniuge, 
fnrming the plnce fo1· u number of yenrs. 
Tliomnl'I mnrri<'d, first, 1~,unnic A. Qo,·er, duugh­
tcr of Samuel G. and Hncbcl Gover of Virgiuia, 
and brought his bride to Springdale from 
'Vaterford in u wagon drawn by n. "spanking" 
pnir of hlnck mules. Secondly, Thomas .J. mar­
ried A unn Gilpin Willson, nud liYNl in n house 
on the nc1·eng-t• givm1 him by l1is fnthc..•1-. Ifo 
cnllccl this place Argyle. 

As a young hoy about 1850, Thomus ,J. Lea 
curried the mnil twice per week on horsclmck 
from S1111dy Spring und Ashton through 
Brighton and HrookC'\'ille to Trindelphia und 
Unity, and bnck. He wus then a very smnll lad, 
nud rode a very hngc hor::;c nmued "Bob.'' As 
the mail nppcnrcd iu view, it wns snid of the 
pair, "Herc romes old Bob with n tty riding 
him.'' 

Thomns J. Leu gn•w up umler conditions <le­
sC\ribcd here un<l endured g1·N1t liul'dships nncl 
nnluous physicnl lnhor for most of his life. He 
tlit>d iu 19:37 n t the flgc of 11i11cty-niue, nnd his 
Jong life mny hnve hccn clue to hi:~ rig-orous, 
:-;trenuous cxh~tencc, mid abstemious habits of 
life. The ant hor yi\·idly r<'calls st•eing him 
trudgh1g aloug with n six-foot hickory staff 
behind n dro,·c of stork, lenving the Ji,air 
Grounds nt RockYillc through the <lust and 
crowds juRt HR <lnrlrncss wns shutting down, to 
dd\•e the stock the fifteen rnil<'s back to l1is farm 
nea1· Brighton. He was buried ut Woodside 
cemetery in th<' soil upon which he wns horn. 
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~fo;1:1 Helen Lea, the daughter of Edward nnd 
Deborah Lea, spent her entire life at Spring­
dale. Born in 1840, she worsltippt•cl her lovely 
hom<.>, cultivating n few t•lose friendships and 
enri<-hing lier surrounding:.; with flowC'rs and 
evergreens. She cupnhly mnnnged the big farm 
until ']nite advanced in age. She died in :March, 
rn3+, nt the age of ninety-four yent's. 

In December, HJO:i, \Yaltcr Lea, tltcu Jiving 
in Rutherford, New ,Jcrs<•y, com·<·ycd his bnlf­
shnrc in Springclalt• to his wife, Lucy Snowden 
Lea. She later became th<' wife of \Vi11inm \V. 
)[oore, and tht>y lfred in .Ashton for n few years, 
both pnssing sonrn years ngo. A cfoughtcr of 
W'nlt<>r and Lucy Len, Misi,; Dori1-1 Len has livecl 
for years in the Af:hton home whi-r" hl"r mother 
had lived. 

Miss Helen Lea's will wns prohnte<l in April, 
1934. In it she deYised various family pieces of 

furniture to nephews, and left her half-interest 
in Springdale' to 11er nephew, Snow<len Ellicott 
Len, the i:;ou of hc>r hrother \Vnlter, !H'Ovith•d 
that he would pay the coi-t of a<lministration, 
hc>r fun<>rnl c•xpE'11ses, nncl nn indchteclrwss sl11· 
hacl inrunctl. In Octobc1· lht• same yenr, 8. IWi­
cott Lea sold thirty acres of the old home with 
the brick hou:-;e to J.i~lliR \V. ~forming. About 
seventy-five ncrcs of the original fnrm rcnrnim•tl 
to Lucy · (Lea) Moore nncl desccncle<l to her 
daughter, Doris, upon the> dc>ath of Mrs. :\foon• 
n f f'w yeari-; ago. 

Ellis Mn1111ing, who is engnged in gcm•r11 l 
I•'<>clcrnl tnx pructiccH, mnrrietl Miss LnC'y M. 
Rai11s. They have grNttly bcautifit>d th<' grounds 
mill the interior of the house, which tht•y lut\'t• 
<le<'ornte<l with taHtc, and in which modern 
plumhing and heating ha\'C been irn•tallcd. 

Stanmore 
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I N retro~pcct, the hii:;toric background of t11e 
old home i-:bown ahove secmR in one's imagi­
nation to be pc1Tndecl hy the shade of Ben­

jamin Ilnllowcll. The house was built n century 
ngo on land which he own<'d nnd g:we to n son­
in-law for a. RchooJ. And Hnllow<.>11 's gr<.'at in­
fluence, begun in this neighhorhoocl in 1820, hns 
continued through his c.hildren and still snr\•ives 
through his many <lf'srcndnnts, who reYcrc his 
nnme nnd l'C<'l\11 bis great. \\'Orth. 

For O\'Cr thirty-yt•nrs, Professor IInllowell's 
Alexnndria School for Boys, cnlled "Brimstone 
.Acndemy," was a notable one, and Henry Clay 

Hallowell, son of Benjamin, un<l his son-iu-faw, 
Francii; Miller, a::;sistcd the Prof(,'fHsor. l1'rnrwis 
hnd murricd Caroline Hnllow<'ll in 1s;;2, 1111cl i11 
1858 Benjamin g1n-c J\f1ll<>r thirty acres of his 
Rockland farm; the honsc shown was Ct'<'<'h•1 l 
and the boys' i:ichool start<•cl. The nnmC' 8tm1-
morc was tnken from a Kirk homestC'nd m•ar 
York, Pennsylrnnia. Benjnmin Hnllow<'ll lPr­
ture<l at Stanmore n <'cntury ngo, his Ruh.i1·1·fs 
inrlnding one 011 "Tlac Atom,'' an<l nnotlll'r 1111 

''Electricity. 11 

In 1867 Miller turned the school OV<'l' to l1is 
wife Caroline, wl10 OfH'rntcd a populnr g-irl:-- • 
Rc110ol at StnnmorC' for l'len~n yc•ars until it \\'HS 
succeeded by nnotlwr s<•hool at Rockhrn<l i11 
1878, mnnnged by Ifonry Clny Hallowell. Fran­
cis then went to \YaHhing-ton, sttHlied lnw, mul 
was ndmittecl to prnc·ti<"e heforC' the D. C'. mul 
Maryland hars in 18fi9. :\filler attained consider­
ahle c>minenc·e in his profN•sion. He wns assist ­
nnt district nttorney in the District of Colnmhia. 

Th<' girls who nttendetl the Stnnruon• F:C'hool 
came from many parts of the country, many of 
them daughters of prominent people. Amm1g­
them wns a niece of Presi<lc•nt Grnnt. The PrPsi­
clenf drove out occnsionn lly to hri11g th<' yom1g­
lntly to Waflhington for weck-enrls. A notlwr 
young scholar was Margnret Ann Hi1tgins, from 
Hockville, who later became the wife of \Vil-

.. 
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