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The Soper Cemetery — Located at the corner of Greencastle Road and Wexhall Drive —
Burtonsville, Maryland

There are two stones that are evident. One is marked very clearly SA and then below it
83. The other is very deteriorated and firmly lodged in the ground. The initials appear to
be either 1A, EA or FA, and then below it a little more clearly, 99.

The SA-83 stone could very well belong to Sarah Alice Soper who was the daughter of
Barton A. Soper and Mary E. (Burton) Soper. Their children were born between the
years of 1814-1827. Sarah Alice was probably born between the years of 1821-1827 and

if she died in 1883 she would have been between 56 to 62 years of age.

Richard W. Soper was born in 1928 and grew up on the Soper farm until he moved to
Howard County in the early 1950’s. He was aware of the family cemetery and was told
that a Civil War soldier was buried there, as well as an infant. Henry Soper was born 1n
1847 and died at about twenty years of age (ca. 1867) before actual service in the War.
We have a reference to Henry in a letter dated September 14, 1869 written by Harriet
(Harris) Craycroft (Henry’s aunt on his mother Amelia Ann (Harris) Soper’s side) to

Mary Dorsey (Soper) Brown, Henry’s sister. It says, “Tell me about your sisters and
brothers — poor Henry — how well I recollect him. How sweetly he could sing. If it
won’t pain you too much tell me about his death — was he conscious — was he resigned?
If it give you pain, pray say nothing — your silence will be sufficiently impressive.”

This letter came from Missourl.

The infant could possibly be Laura Soper who was probably born after 1861 and died as
an infant. There, of course could be more infants, as this was fairly common.

Henry and Laura were brother and sister, he being the oldest and she being the youngest.

The other siblings are all buried at Union Cemetery and their headstones have been
found. Who else is buried in the Soper Cemetery? It would make sense that if Henry and
[ aura were buried there, then probably their parents are buried there as well. James
Potter Soper was born in 1821, we do not have a date for his death. His wife, Amelia

Ann (Harris) Soper was born in 1821 and did not die until 1890.

James Potter Soper’s brothers and sisters could also be buried there. We do not have
dates of death for them, but they were born between the years of 1814-1827. We are

pretty certain one of the sisters, Sarah Alice is buried there. Their names were :
Margaret, Ann, Joseph (buried 1n Union Cemetery), Charles, William, Barton & Basil.

y of these siblings were buried in the Soper Cemetery,

It would also be possible that if an
Their names were Barton A. Soper and Mary E.

then the parents probably are t0o.
(Burton) Soper.
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# unknown +buried in Union Cemetery ~ *Probably buried in Soper Cemetery

Barton A. Soper#
& Mary E. (Burton) Soper# (their children)

Margarett
Ann#
Joseph+
Charles#
James Potter# & Amelia Ann (Harris) Soper# (see children below)
Sarah Alice*

William Burton#

Barton Thomas#

Basil Burton#

Henry*

Elizabeth Ann+

Mary Dorsey+

James Barton+

William Henry+

John Fletcher+

Charles A.+ & Bessie (Brown) Soper+ (see children below)

Sarah Gassaway+
Adella+
Virginia+
Laura®

Elsie¥ +

William Henry® + |

AmeliaE. @ Comec4~| cict

Charles Richard# & Caroline (Boetker) Soper® +

Helen® +

Betty Lou
Richard Warren & Ruth J. (Wolfrey) Soper

Richard Warren
Deborah Ann (Soper) O’Hara

Charles Timothy
Joan Kathleen ( &Pe’) 2 O&V
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