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Gaithersburg

A CHARACTER COUNTS! CITY

June 16, 2000

Richard Hughes

Maryland Historical Trust
100 Community Place

Crownsville, MD 21032

Dear Mr. Hughes:

The reinterment of human remains found during the construction of Forest Qak Middle
School has taken place, and the final details of the legal aspects are being completed,
namely the recording of the location with the Land Records office. As you may recall,

the identity of these bones, which were determined to have been buried in a small family
cemetery from approximately 1900, was unknown.

The reinterment was done in a simple, interfaith ceremony in which four ministers
representing the faiths present in Gaithersburg in 1900, participated. John Burley,

principal of Forest Oak, and representatives of the Montgomery County Public School
System and the City of Gaithersburg were also in attendance.

Thank you for the guidance you have provided us over the past two years as we worked

our way through this process. We appreciate your ongoing patience and cordial response
O our many questions.

Yours truly,

SRV

David B. Humpton
City Manager
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Gaithersburg

A CHARACTER COUNTS! CITY
May 9, 2000

Mr. Rick Baker

States Attorney Office
50 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Mr, Baker:

I understand that Patricia Patula, of our siaff. has roiat
the construction site of Forest Oak Middle School
was taken to cordon off the area while the police
Investigation. After forensics determined that

In the ground about 80-100 years, Detectiy
Public Schools for reburial.

ed to you thar human remains were discovered on
shortly after the work was started in mid-1998. Care
» led by Detective Roger Thompson, conducted their

the two skulls were those of male Caucasians and had been
¢ Thompson turned the bones over to Montgomery County

> = wige
During that time, Richard Hughes, of the Maryland Historical Trust, provided guidance to assure that g " =
there were no more human remains in what appears to have been a small, unmarked family burial plot. A\, Tf«
An archeologist, Dr. Phillip Hill, was hired to be on site as the final grading was done. His report, which g R g
confirms there that no additional graves were found. is enclosed. SR =

¢ LB
Now that the school construction is finished. the remains are ready for reinterment. Mr. John Burley, Q ~ E
Principal of Forest Oak Middle School, has selected a site 1n a quiet courtyard, which is close to where ~ S; =
the remains were discovered. Since neither the identity nor religious affiliation is known, an interfaith / wE
ccremony is planned for their reinterment on June 2. The Montgomery County Public Schools intends W ﬁ =
to tollow the Maryland Real Property Article, Section 14-121, Annorated Code, in documenting the S E
location of the reinterment site. V< B

[f you have further questions, please do not hesitate to call Pat Patula at 301-258-6330.

Sincerely,

David B. Humpton /@ rmiss/ev) éf anfed o

City Manager f !
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Richard Hawes, Montgomery County Public Schools
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ARCHEOLOGICAL TESTING AND CONSULTING. IN N 22 1 E

Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 GATHERSBURG. MD

Phone:(301) 593-4192 Fax: (301) 593-6952

e ——

City of Gaithersburg
31 South Summit Avenue
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877

Dear Ms. Patula,

I am writing you regarding the outcome of the one-day archeological investigation at
the Forest Oak Middle School project area. As you know during mechanical earth removal
and grading associated with construction of the school in late May or early June, two human
skulls were recovered at the bottom of a sloped area adjacent a dirt pile. It was concluded that

the human remains were unearthed from an unmarked one hundred year old family cemetery
located nearby where an isolated patch of trees once existed. This conclusion was

corroborated by the similarity of soils observed near the skulls and where they were thought to
have been buried.

Because of the sensitive nature of these finds. Archeological Testing and Consulting,
Inc., was asked to monitor the remaining earth removal and grading processes scheduled for

SN B

the presumed cemetery area, as well as examine the location where the human remains were E
found. Apropos of the location where the skulls were found, an uncontrolled surface CFE
collection procedure was employed in order to recover other exposed bones. This method was N :(
followed by mechanically plowing through the soils to initiate a below-ground recovery. Both Z g
procedures failed to produce post-cranial bones. A plausible explanation for the lack of bones = ﬁ
was that they were too deeply buried to be recovered. pY @ :
[nvestigative procedures were also employed in the presumed area of the cemetery. 6 X

The goal was to located intact portions of the cemetery if they still existed. It was expected ' :

that the cemetery was completely destroyed because of the five-foot depth of soil previously
removed. The procedure used was a mechanical scrape over the probable cemetery area. It
was hoped that soil stains in the shape of burial plots would be exposed if they still existed.
As expected, no burial features were encountered.

[t can be concluded that the unmarked cemetery was completely destroyed during earth
removal and grading. It is likely that post-cranial remains still exist on the site, but in a
secondary or disturbed context. Locating them would be very difficult at best, as well as time-

consuming and expensive. Therefore, no further investigation is recommended. Please
contact me if you have any questions.

incerely,

Dr. Hill
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