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Late 19th, early 20th-century African American Cemetery.
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HP-310 Conway-Jackson Cemetery
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Referenced in Burtonsville Heritage Genealogically Speaking by Audrey Lord (1976). The revision 
moves the location suggested by MPI volunteers to be within the property boundary and within the 
US 29 right-of-way as described by historical research.
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Additional Information:

Audrey Lord reported information she received from Roy Miles for her 1976 book on Burtonsville: 
the cemetery was "reported to have been "on the Randy Roby property," in the vicinity of Airy Hill 
Road (turn east from Old Columbia pike). However, since no survivors were located when dual 
Highway Route 29 came through it was obliterated. Miles recalls 100 to 150 crude stones there, on 
roughly an acre of ground, and thought former slaves named Grif Conway and Emma Jackson were 
interred there." 

Miles' recollection corresponds to an orchard some 250 feet north of a homestead shown on 1950s 
aerial photographs and Maryland Highway As-built plans for US 29. The location is on a stream 
terrace, and within the ROW for the new Columbia Pike (US 29) alignment.

Emma Jackson was a daughter of Malinda Jackson who purchased the cabin where she and her 
family had been enslaved from her former enslaver Ann Downs in 1869. Griffin Conway was a 
boarder who lived with the Jacksons on their property. Both the Jackson homestead and the 
Conway-Jackson cemetery site are located on land that once belonged to Downs. The nearby 
farmstead corresponds to where real estate maps indicate Downs and later owners had their 
homes. There are Jackson descendants living in the area today.
Emma Jackson was born in slavery, the daughter of Malinda Jackson who purchased the cabin 
where she and her family had been enslaved from her former enslaver Ann Downs in 1869. Griffin 
Conway was a boarder who lived with the Jacksons on their property. Both the Jackson homestead 
and the Conway-Jackson cemetery site are located on land that once belonged to Ann Downs. The 
nearby farmstead corresponds to where real estate maps indicate Downs and later owners had their 
homes.
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