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Grace United Methodist Church is located at 119 N. Frederick Avenue on the south corner of the intersection with Walker Avenue. 
The resource is set back approximately 70 feet from . Frederick Avenue (also known as MD 355) and 30 feet from Walker 
Avenue, behind a lawn with trees and planting islands that include a variety of grasses and shrubbery; manicured shrubbery is 
interspersed a long the building foundation. Mid- to late-20th century commercial development dominates the surrounding area, 
primarily along the N. Frederick Avenue corridor; historic residential development occupies lots along Walker Avenue, to the 
northeast behind the church. 

The church consists of three attached buildings: the cross-gabled sanctuary with a bell tower featuring elements of the Shingle, 
Romanesque, and Gothic styles (constructed in 1904); the Forest Oak Building (constructed in 1960); and the Walker Building 
( constructed in 1982). Access to the sanctuary from the sidewalk along N. Frederick Avenue is provided via a set of brick steps 
with metal railings that were installed following the widening of the roadway during the 1980s, which resulted in the removal of the 
original steps. A brick walkway extends from the steps to the stone front steps of the sanctuary entrance. A brick sign has been 
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added to the fro nt yard, and a poured concrete walkway extends across the fro nt lawn from the Forest Oak Building and an 
adj acent asphalt parking area to the southeast to Walker Avenue. Asphalt parking areas are also located on the property behind the 
Forest Oak Building and are accessed via Walker Avenue by an asphalt dri veway. The property is owned by Grace United 
Methodi st Church and Trustees of Gaithersburg Methodist Episcopal Church and remai ns in use as a re ligious facility (SDA T 
2018). 

Architectural Description: 

The Grace United Methodi st Church is a church constructed in 1905 during the Industri al/U rban Dominance Period of 
suburbani zati on (1870-1 930) as defin ed in the Maryland Subu rbanization Histori c Context and Survey Methodology (KC! 1999). 
Three connected bu ildings compri se the resource: the sanctuary, the Forest Oak B uilding, and the Walker Building. 

The sanctuary is the o ldest portion of the resource and is di stinguished fro m the o ther two buildings by its architectura l eclecticism, 
whi ch fea tures e lements of the Shingle, Gothi c Revival, and Romanesque styles . The building is covered by a slate shingle, cross­
gabled roof wi th minimal eaves, fo rm ing a gable fro nt on th e primary fai;:a de; the building rests atop a ra ised rough-faced stone 
fo undat ion, whi ch features a basement that was excavated in 19 19 (Grace UMC 201 8). Bri ck veneer c lads the section of the 
building from the fo und ation leve l to the fi rst-floor window linte ls and original wood shingles clad th e exteri or of the sanctuary and 
bell tower above the brick. Each section is separated by a wood string course. 

T he fro nt (so uth west) elevation is fenestrated with eight bays and a prominent be ll tower. Original fl at-headed one-over-one wood 
windows with stained glass panes flank the not1h and south sides of the tower; fl at-headed windows on the gable front fl ank a large 
original wood arch tr ipartite window; wood louvers are set within the gable fro nt. Wood shingle c ladding above the arched window 
is patterned concentrically around the curvature of the a rch. Entry into the sanctuary is provided via a recessed entryway set within 
the bell tower featuring three-panel double doors with an overhead sta ined-glass fanli ght. Decorative wood panels clad the walls of 
the recessed entryway . The be ll tower is three-story structure c lad with wood shingles. Each side of the bell tower features arched 
windows set above fl at-headed windows on the second-floor openings; wood panels are in the intersti ce between each set of 
windows. An open balcony supported by brackets occupies the top floor, and a steeply-pitched pyramidal roof with fl ared 
overhangs and <lentil ornamentation tops the structure. 

The southeast side e levati on includes two bays with doubl e-hung one-over-one stained glass wood windows; each window is 
paired wi th an arched overhead wood window. A gabled entrance clad with brick veneer and an asphalt shingle roof provides 
access to the building fro m the south side parking lot. Wood louvres are present in the gable tympanum. The northwest side 
elevation fenestration includes ori ginal fl at-headed one-over-one wood windows fl anking a large original wood arch tripartite 
window. Wood shingle cladding above the arched window is arranged concentri cally to fo llow the curvature of the arch. 

Observation of the rear (northeast) elevation was limited from the right-of-way of N . Frederi ck Avenue and Walker Avenue. 
However, the elevation features an original single-story proj ecting wing that is covered by a double-pitched slate roof with an 
original brick chimney. One original one-over-one stained glass window was visible from the public right-of-way. Attached to the 
rear e levati on are the Forest Oak Building, constructed during the 1960s, and the Walker Building, constructed during the 1980s. 

The two-story Forest Oak Building is set behind the sanctuary to the east and possesses a rectangul ar foo tprint. A flat roof with a 
decorati ve stone cornice covers the building, which is clad in stretcher-bond brick veneer; header brick string courses are located 
above the first and second fl oor openings. The portion of the building observable from the public right-of-way of N . Frederick 
Avenue includes a three-bay front fac ing toward the southwest. Replacement eight-over-eight windows, likely vinyl or metal 
installed during the late 20th or early 2 1st century, feature concrete fl at arch lintels with keystone embelli shment as well as 
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concrete sills. Original wood panel double doors are set in the center of the elevation and are capped with an identical flat arch 
lintel. The southeast elevation is seven bays with replacement vinyl or metal windows with stone lintels and no decorative arch 
lintel s. The foundation of the building was not visible from the public ri ght-of-way. 

The Walker Building, located behind the sanctuary to the northeast, is clad with stretcher bond brick veneer and is attached to the 
projecting single-story wing on the rear e levation of the sanctuary; a cornerstone engraved with "1982" is set within the north 
corner of the building. The addition features a single-story section with a gabled, asphalt-shingle roof, and a two-story section with 
an asphalt shingle hip roof. A projecting gab le on the side (northwest) elevation facing Walker Avenue features an arched entryway 
with double wood doors, each with three square lights and a two-li ght arched fanlight. The doors are accessed from a concrete 
sidewalk via a set of poured concrete steps with metal hand rails and a brick wing wall. Windows are vinyl or metal found in 
double-hung two-over-two configurations. First-floor windows on the two-story section include arched brick openings with 
corresponding decorative corbeled brick surrounds; arched fanlights with stained glass panes are set on header and soldier brick 
sills within the openings. 

The Grace United Methodist Church property also includes a house located to the northeast of the Walker Building that was likely 
constructed during the early 20th century, shortly after th e acquisition of a 0.282-acre parcel known as lot one of the John Wesley 
Walker Addition to Gaithersburg in 1905 (Montgomery County Deed Book [MCDB] 182:40) . The three-story, asymmetrically­
massed Queen Anne house is covered by an irregularly-shaped asphalt shingle roof featuring a turret, gables with decorative 
returns, and brackets. Rep lacement s iding clads the exterior, and the house foundation is concealed behind lattice wood that has 
been applied along the base of the house. The front elevation incl udes a one-story full-width porch with a hip roof supported by 
Tuscan columns. Replacement railings enclose the porch, which is accessed from a concrete s idewalk along Walker Avenue via a 
poured concrete walkway and replacement wood steps with wood hand railings. An original single-light wood panel door with side 
lights and a three-light wood transom opens onto a wood porch floor. One original two-light semicircular wood window is set 
within the gable on the front elevation; the remainder of the windows appear to be double-hung, one-over-one wood windows set 
behind modern storm windows. This house is considered to be a contributing feature of the Brooks, Russell and Walker Historic 
District (Maryland Inventory of Historic Places [MIHP] Number M: 21-165). 

Historic Context 

Grace United Methodist Church is located on lands originally part of a tract of land known as "Deer Park," surveyed for Archibald 
Edmonston on February 14, 1720, and "Valentines ' Garden Enlarged ," surveyed for Arthur Nelson on June 17, 1720, 
approximate ly 45 years prior to the settlement of Gaithersburg in the 1760s (Boyd 1879: 38). During its early years as a small 
agricultural settlement, Gaithersburg consisted of a few clusters of homes and businesses located along the road now known as 
Frederick Avenue. Historically known as "The Great Road West," Frederick Avenue connected the District of Columbia and lands 
west to the Allegheny Mountains. With the arrival of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in 1873, the small settlement developed into 
a rai lroad-centered commercial node as farmers and merchants could ship and receive produce and goods to distant areas (Beck 
1994: 286). The town was officially named Gaithersburg when it was incorporated in 1878 (City of Gaithersburg 2018). In 1879, 
The History of Montgomery County Maryland notes the town possessing a town hall , public school , and a population of200 
persons, including farmers, blacksmiths, merchants, a physician , a shoemaker, and two churches, including a Roman Catholic 
Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South (Boyd 1879: 129). 

According to the Grace United Methodist Church website, the congregation traces its origins to 1844 with the original Methodist 
Episcopal Congregation in the Gaithersburg area, first known as English ' s Class and later the Middlebrook Class (Grace UMC 
2018). Services at the time were conducted by pastors from the Rockville Circuit of the church until after the Civil War when the 
church split between northern- and southern-sympathizing church members. fn 1867, sixty southern-sympathizing members left the 
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congregation and formed the Gaithersburg Methodist Ep iscopal Church , South, located along the southwest side ofN. Frederick 
Avenue on the site of nearby Forest Oak Cemetery (Grace UMC 2018). Deed research indicates that prior to the split, E lij ah 
Thompson had conveyed an approximately 0.50-acre parcel on November 27, 1866 "to be erected and built thereon a House of 
Worship for the use of the ministers and members of the Society of Christians, now known and called by the name and style of 'The 
Methodist Episcopal Church South,' for a place ofre li gious worship, and for a burial ground or grave yard, and for other religious 
purposes" (MCDB EBP 3:303). 

ln the decades following the Civi l War, railroads increasingly improved the efficiency of commercial and agricultural operations, 
and lands surrounding cities became accessib le not onl y to summer residents seeking to escape the heat of Washington, D.C. , but 
a lso to permanent residents seeking "the pleasures as well as the advantages of a home in the country" (Kelly 201 1: 36, 40) . Real 
estate brokers and land developers began designing planned residential neighborhoods in Gaithersburg and other towns outside of 
Washington , D.C. According to a Washington Post artic le, "The development along the Metropolitan Branch within the past few 
years has been phenomenal. Nearly all the land between here [Rockville] and Gaithersburg has been bought up either by syndicates 
or wea lthy individuals, and quite a number of the newly acquired properties have been platted for sale in building lots" 
(Washington Post via Beck 1994: 285). 

The ensuing growth in the area due to the arrival of the ra il road and, later, the advent of the automobil e, likely contributed to the 
growth of civic and religious organizations. Church history states that by 1887, the Forest Oak congregation was large enough to 
support a circuit and a pastor. ln 1888, the church received a 0.50-acre parcel from Eli and Catharine A. Burris for land to 
construct a parsonage (MCDB JA9:235). By 1903, the church had outgrown its building, numbering over 250 members (Grace 
UMC 2018). 

ln 1904, the congregation acquired 0.825 acres of land from Carson and Carrie E. Ward in trust that the land "shall be used, kept, 
maintained and disposed of, as a place of divine worship for the use of the ministry and membership of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South" (MCDB 180:51 ). A building committee visited several area churches in search of a des ign for the new church, 
choosing a design resembling the Grace Methodist Episcopal Church, South in Middletown, Virginia. Baltimore architects Frank 
and Henry Davis were retained as architects (Grace UMC 2018) and James L. Gardner of Refuse, Virginia, who was the lowest 
bidder at $11,800, was retained as the contractor (Walston and Reed: 1979). The Wards and Walkers a lso conveyed a 0.282-acre 
tract, "designated on the plat of John Wesley Walkers Addition to Gaithersburg as lot numbered one" to the church trustees for the 
construction of a dwelling house in Apri l 1905 (MCDB 182:40). This house is no longer extant. 

The Pentalpha Lodge of Masons laid the church cornerstone on May 20, 1905, during which a Mr. T. A. Su llivan presented a 
block of granite. The laying of the cornerstone is said to have generated excitement in Gaithersburg, drawing dignitaries such as 
Governor Warfield. Upon the completion of the church, a dedication ceremony was held on December I 0, 1905, the dedicatory 
sermon preached by Rev. J.C. Kilgo of Trinity Co llege (now Duke), North Caro lina. A 19 14 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
illustrates the o ri ginal footpr int of the church and indicates that the church had changed its name to "Grace M.E. Church (South)." 
The map further describes the building as possessing furnaces and being lit by acetylene gas with an acety lene gas machine located 
behind the building on the east corner of the lot (Sanborn Fire lnsurance Maps 19 I 4). Later changes included the excavation of a 
basement in 1919 for Owen Hall , created "to answer the need for a large fellows hip and multipurpose room, dining room, and 
kitchen" (Walston and Reed: 1979). In 1939, the Northern and Southern church fact ions of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
reunited (Grace UMC 2018 and MCDB 2591:515). 

A period of industrial and commercial growth in Montgomery County followed World War 11 into the 1950s and 1960s. The 
relocation of the Atom ic E nergy Commission (later U.S. Department of Energy) to nearby Germantown in 1956 and the relocation 
of the National Bureau of Standards to Gaithersburg in 1960 drew other science-related firms and high-technology companies to 
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the area. In turn, other commercial properties emerged that both serviced and provided an impetus for further residential growth 
that focused on larger, more expensive houses (KC! 1999: B-41 , D-42 and City of Gaithersburg 2018). Construction of interstate 
highways such as I-270 enhanced automobile travel and helped to fuel suburban expansion in the Gaithersburg area. 

The suburban development occurring in Montgomery County during this period likely extended to the growth of the church 
congregation. In 1959, the church acquired Lots 1 and 2 ofJohn W. Walker' s Addition to Gaithersburg from David S. and Erma 
Smith in trust "that said premises shall be used , kept, and maintained as a place of divine worship of the Methodist ministry" 
(MCDB 2591 :5 13). This acquisition included the Queen Anne dwelling at 3 Walker Avenue, which sits on the rear of the property. 
This dwelling has been identified as a contributing resow-ce of the Brookes, Russell , and Walker Historic District (MIHP Number 
M: 21-165 and M: 21-22). 

The ongoing growth of the church and need for additional meeting space led to the construction of the Forest Oak Building in 
1960 . The Pentalpha Lodge of Masons, who also laid the cornerstone for the sanctuary, laid the cornerstone for the new building. 
By the late 1970s, the growing church found itself again in need of additional space and the inability to expand due to the pressures 
of commercial development along the N. Frederick Avenue corridor, leading to discussions of relocating the church to a new site. 
Ultimately, the congregation voted against relocation and for the expansion of the church at its current location. The parsonage at l 
Walker A venue was torn down for the construction of the Walker Bui I ding, which is attached to the rear elevation of the sanctua,y. 
The building, which features one- and two-story sections, was completed in 1982. (Grace UMC 2018). The church also acquired 
Lot 7 of the John W. Walker Addition to Gaithersburg from Edwin L. and Lottie S. Heeger (MCDB 5150:216). This parcel 
features a Foursquare house identified as a contributing feature to the Brookes, Russell , and Walker Historic District (MlHP 
Number M: 21-165 and M: 21-24). 

The widening ofN. Frederick Avenue during the early J 980s resulted in further alterations to the property (Maryland State 
Highway Plat 44926) . As indicated by historic and current photography, the widening of the roadway likely entailed a modest 
amount of grading, resulting in the removal of the original steps, which featured flanking wing walls leading from the sidewalk to 
the sanctuary door. A set of brick steps with metal railings were installed in place of the original features. Additionally, the grading 
of the roadway reduced the height of the lot in relation ofto the road . Further changes likely occurring during this period include 
the addition of brick signage in the front lawn along N . Frederick Avenue as wel I as a network of concrete sidewalks for pedestrian 
access as indicated by a right-of-way plat for the road widening (Maryland State Highway Plat 44926). In November 1991, the 
church acquired 5 Walker Avenue from George W. and Elizabeth Virts Woodfield (MDB 10018:316). This parcel includes the 
dwelling identified as a contributing Vernacular Homestead House in the Brooks, Russell and Walker Historic District (MIHP 
Number M: 21-165 and M: 21-22). 

In March 1995, the church resubdivided the property, removing a substantial portion of the rear yards of Lot 5 and Lot 7 of the 
John W. Walker Addition to Gaithersburg for the construction of a parking lot. The remainder of the lots and retained dwellings 
were subsequently sold. Lot 5, addressed as 5 Walker Avenue (resurveyed as Lot 32) was sold to John W. Little and Teresa 
Anderson-Little (MCDB 11311 :90), and Teresa Ann Arnone purchased Lot 7 (resurveyed as Lot 33) from the church in May 2017 
(MCDB 54695:407). The rear yard portions of these lots were aggregated into a single parcel comprising the church buildings and 
parking lots . Today, the property remains in use as a religious facility by the Grace United Methodist Church. 

Statement of Significance: 

The Grace United Methodist Church, located at 119 N. Frederick A venue, was constructed in 1905 during a time of rapid growth 
in the area following the arrival of the Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad, and later, automobile transportation. It was 
constructed in an eclectic architectural style incorporating Shingle, Gothic, and Romanesque influences. A 1979 architectural 
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assessment in a Determination of Eligibility Form described the church as an "important religious, community and architectural 
landmark for Gaithersburg, serving as a visual anchor for the townscape" (Walston and Reed 1979: 2). The assessment also notes 
the construction ofan addition , the Forest Oak Building, described as "A modern brick addition on the north elevation [that 
provides] space for classrooms and school activities" (Walston and Reed 1979: 2). 

Fu1ihermore, the 1979 Determination of Eligibility Form notes: "The Grace United Methodist Church is significant primarily for 
its architectural distinction as an example of typical late 19th century and early 20th century architectural eclecticism, embodied in 
the combination of brick and shingles for exterior walls, semi-circular arched window openings, open design of the top entrance 
tower, and the use of slate tile roofing. The building also demonstrates the influence on the architectural taste of the Richardsonian 
Romanesque style. lt is of local historical significance as the physical manifestation of later 19th century expansion of the 
congregation, established in 1967" (Walston and Reed : 1979: l ). 

Following the 1979 Determination of Eligibility, additional changes have been conducted on the property. The widening ofN. 
Frederick Avenue in the early 1980s removed the original steps providing access to the property from the roadway. In 1982, the 
Walker Building was attached the projecting rear wing of the sanctuary. However, the addition is smaller in sca le and is 
distinguishable from the original sanctuary. Modern vinyl or metal replacement windows have been installed on the prope1iy; 
however, the change is confined to th e Forest Oak and Walker Buildings. Aside from these changes to the prope1iy, no apparent 
alterations have occurred the sanctuary, from which the property derives its primary architectural significance. The resource, which 
continues to be utili zed in a religious capacity, possesses integrity of location , design , materials, workmanship , feeling, and 
association. 

It is therefore recommended that the Grace United Methodist Church remain eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C as an early 20th century example of a church constructed in an architecturally eclectic style and as an 
important character-defining feature of the Gaithersburg townscape. 

As stated in the guidance provided in How to Apply the National Register Criterion for Evaluation, a resource can be eligible for 
listing in National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A if it is "associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history" and must retain historic integrity (Shrimpton et al l 990: 12). However, mere 
association is not enough, and the event or trend "must clearly be important within the associated context," and the property's 
specific association must be considered important as well (Shrimpton et al 1990: 12). Grace United Methodist Church is a physical 
representation of the 19th and early 20th century expansion of one of the earliest church congregations in the city. The building, 
constructed in 1904, has been continuously occupied by the congregation and utilized as a place of religious worship and therefore 
retains integrity of association. It is therefore also recommended that the Grace United Methodist Church remain eligible under 
Criterion A in the area of religion. 

To qualify for eligibility under Criterion B , a property must be associated with an individual "whose activities are demonstrab ly 
important within a local , State, or national historic context" and the property must be associated with that individual's productive 
life (Shrimpton et al 1990: 14). There are no known documented associations with persons who "gained importance within his or 
her profession or group" (Shrimpton et al 1990: 15). Therefore, the resource is recommended not eligible under Criterion B . As an 
architectural resource, the Grace United Methodist Church was not evaluated under Criterion D. 

ln summary, it is recommended that the Grace United Methodist Church remain eligible under Criterion A for a local level of 
significance in the area of religion and under Criterion C as an example of early 20th century architectural eclecticism. 
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Grace United Methodist Church (M: 21-164) 
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland 

Undated photograph of Forest Oak Methodist Episcopal Church, South constructed in 1867 (Curtis n.d.) 



Grace United Methodist Church (M: 21-164) 
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland 

Undated photograph of Forest Oak Methodist Episcopal Church, South constructed in 1904 (Curtis n.d.) 



Grace United Methodist Church (M: 21-164) 
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland 

Undated photograph of Forest Oak Methodist Episcopal Church, South constructed in 1904 
Note front steps likely removed during widening ofN. Frederick Road (Curtis n.d.) 
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Grace United Methodist Church (M: 21-164) 
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland 

Location of resource along N Frederick Ave on 7.5-Minute Gaithersburg, Maryland, 
United States Geological Survey Topographic Map (USGS 2016) 
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Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland 
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Location of resource on Montgomery County Tax Map 
(Maryland Department of Planning, Planning Data and Analysis 2013) 
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Location of resource on 2017 aerial image 
(Maryland ' s Mapping and GIS Data Portal) 
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Grace United Methodist Church (M: 21-164) 
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland 

1977 Maryland State Highway Administration Plat 44926 (MCPB 44926) 



TIFF Image File Name Description Date Taken 

M; 21-164_20 I 8-03- 14_0 l.tif View of front (southwest) and 3/14/2018 

southeast side elevations of sanctuary 

M; 21-164_2018-03-14_02.tif View of northwest side elevation 3/ 14/20 18 

of sanctuary 

M; 21-164_20 18-03-14_03.tif View of front and southeast s ide of 3/ 14/2018 

Forest Oak Building 

M; 2 1-164_20 18-03-14_04.tif View of northwest side of 3/14/20 18 

Walker Building a long Walker Avenue 

M; 21 -164_2018-03-14_05 .tif View of northwest s ide elevation along 3/ 14/2018 

Walker A venue 

M; 21-164_2018-03-14_06.tif Detail view of Walker Building entrance 3/ 14/2018 

M; 2 1-164_20 18-03-14_07.tif View of rear (northeast) elevation of 3/14/2018 

Walker Building 

Grace United Methodist Church (M: 21-164) 
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, Maryland 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes~ 
no 

Property Name: Grace United Methodist Church Inventory Number: _M_: _2_1-_1_6_4 ____ _ 

Address: 1 Walker Avenue City: Gaithersburg Zip Code: _____ _ 

County: Montgomery USGS Topographic Map: ---------------

Owner: --------------------- Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: ----- Tax Map Number: ___ _ Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no __ yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? __ yes no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: ______ _ 

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible ~yes no 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G None 

~· Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Grace United Methodist Church is significant primarily for its architectural distinction as an example of typical late 19th 
century and early 20th century architectural eclecticism, embodied in the combination of brick and shingles for exterior walls, 
semi-circular arched window openings, open design of the top of the entrance tower and the use of slate tile roofmg. The 
building also demonstrates the influence on architectural taste of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. It is oflocal historical 
significance as the physical manifestation of later 19th century expansion of the congregation, established in 1867. 

Prepared by: Date Prepared: 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: _x_A __ B _x_c __ D Considerations: A __ B __ C __ D __ E F G None 

MHT Comments 
The Grace United Methodist Church was federally determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services 

Carol D. Shull 

Reviewer, NR Program 

Date 

November 05, 1979 

Date 



M: 21 "'164 

ACHS SUMJ.VIARY FOfu'Vl 

1. Name Grace Church 

~. Planning Area/Site Number 21/2 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 15' 
L-2 

4. Address Frederick and Walker Avenues, Gaithersburg 

5. Classification Summary 
Category building 
Ownership private 
Public Acquisition.___N~A=-~~~~~~-
Status occupied 
Accessible yes: restricted 
Present use religious 
Previous Survey Recording 
(Title· and date : Inventory 

6. Date 1905 

8. Apparent Condition 

b. altered 

M-NCPPC Federal~_State_!._CountyJL_Local~ 

of Hi.storical Sites - 1976 ) 
1. Original Owner: Gaithersburg 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South 

C original site 
·~~~-----~----~~----~ 

9. Description: This Richardsonian Romanesque, shingle style church, is eight 
~ bays by five bays, two and a half stories, facing south. Built on rough 

faced undressed ashlar blocks., the first level is constructed of stretcher 
bonded red brickand the gable ends have brown stained shingles. A white 
molded wooden string course divides the two sections. On the south elevation 
there is a massive three story tower~ At the first level there is a 
romanesque arch. At the second level there are one over one double hung 
stained glass windows-·like those throughout the church. At the third level 
there are open arches and balconies on all four sides. The tower has a 
pyramidal roof with slate shingles. There are two light part stained glass 
Windows on the south and west elevations. The ,church has intersecting gable 
roofs with slate shingles. · 

10. Significance: Grace Church is a important religious, community and architec­
t.ural landmark for Gaithersburg, serving as a visual anchor for the towns cape. 
The Gaithersburg Methodist Episcopal Church South congregation has been 
established in the Gaithersburg area: since just after the Civil War. A 
frame one-room church called Forest Oak Church had be.en constructed in 1867 
but by 1900 could no longer meet ·the needs of the growing congregation. 
After land wa_s donated for a new church, the building committee selected 
plans for an architect and ·chose a contractor. For the corners tone laying 
ceremonies in 1905 all the stores in Gaithersburg closed and the Governor 
of Maryland arrived on the morning train to be the chief orator. Windows, 
the church furniture and bell were donated by the congregation. 

-p._. Date researched and researcher Fall 1978 -- Mark Walston 
Candy Reed. Architectural Description. . 

l~. Compiler Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 2/79 14. Designation 
Approval __ 

15. Acreage .825 acre 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
M: 21/164 

Old Gaithersburg 
Historic District 

MAGI# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Grace Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

Grace United Methodist Church 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Frederick and Walker Avenues 
CITY. TOWN 

G!ithersburg _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Dc:LAssIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ..X0CCUPIED 

-*BUILDING(S) X.PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -.X:YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Trustees of GRace Churoh 
STREET & NUMBER 

Frederick and Walker Avenues 
CITY. TOWN 

GaithersbU!'P' _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDS,ETc. Montgomery County Cou1"thouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Rpckv;ille 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

.M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_MUSEUM 

__ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT KRELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

Telephone #: 926-8688 

STATE , zip code 
~\'.Iar21 lancl 

Liber #: 180 
Folio #: 51 

STATE 

<,.~:o·'-----~l-9""-4-7-"'6'--_____________ -_FE_D_E_RA_L_X_s_T_AT_E_x ___ c_o_u_N_TY ___ Lo_c_A_L ------
DEPOSITORY FOR 

- SURVEY RECORDS Park Historian's Office 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Rockville Maryland 2085'5 



B DESCRIPTION 

X..EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

JLoRIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This Richardsonian Romanesque Shingle Style Church is eight bays by 
five bays, two and a half stories, and faces south. 

Built on rough faced undressed ashlar block foundations, the first 
level is constructed of stretcher bonded red pressed brick; the gable ends 
are brown-stained wooden shingles. A white molded wood string course '" 
divides the two sections. On the west elevation four poured concrete 
steps, flanked by wrought iron handrails lead to double wooden paneled , 
doors surmounted by a transom light. A modern brick addition on the north 
elevation provides space for classrooms and school activities. On the 
south elevation there is a massive three story tower. The first level 
is pressed red brick. Five granite steps lead to a Romanesque arch set 
in the base of the tower. Recessed within the arch are double wooden 
paneled doors surmounted by a stained glass tympanum window. The second 
level of the tower has brown-stained wooden shingles. On all four sides 
of this section of the tower there are one over one double hung stained 
glass windows set into round headed wooden arches. At the third level 
there are arched openings on all four sides, each with a shingled balcony 
supported by four shingled brackets. The tower is capped by a pyramidal 
roof with slate shingle covering. 

There are one over one double hung stained glass windows. On the 
south and west elevations there are large eight-part fixed stained glass 
windows set in Romanesque arches defined by brown shingles. The north 
window is now blocked by the north school addition. 

The church has intersecting, gable roofs with slate shingles. 
The south tower door opens into a rectangular entry way. Directly 

ahead of the front door is a doorway which leads into the (west) Sunday 
school room. This room may be separated from the main church room by 

~folding glass and wooden paneled doors. The main church faces east. 

Three aisles divide the seating into four sections of curved pews: the two 
center sections are nine rows each and the two flanking sections are 
seven and two rows. The carved communion rail bows out toward the 
congregation. The altar has carved on it the words "In Remembrance of Me"; 
north of the altar is the ornately carved podium. Behind the altar (east) 
are the organ, choir loft, and organ pipes. 

The church has a narrow hardwood floor. The walls have tongue and 
groove wainscotting and plaster over lath walls and ceilings. The 
structural members of the roof are exposed. There are three ornate 
wooden cross screens from which are suspended six-sided hanging lamps. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



w.~1-1'~ 
The Rockville Methodist Episcopal Congreg~tion, established in 181+4, had 

•~If'i~Ar-AA Gaithersburg by the 1860s. Just after the Civil War, 
GAl'I~ the M.E. Church and the M. E. Church, South, (rival 

,,,--. congregations split over the issue of slavery) had 
each acquired property and constructed a church on the 

-· 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY ·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X.REUGION 

-1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY ·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW -5CIENCE 

-1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1800-1889 -ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ MILITARY -50CIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 -ART -ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

.!1900. _COMMUNICATIONS .-INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X.OTHER ISPECIFYI 

.-JNVENTldN Local His~ory 

SPECIFIC DATES 1905 BUILDER/ ARCH ITEC. T James L. Gardner 
Frederick Rd. By the turn of the 20th century, the 2 congregations had 
established mission churches on the Darnestown Rd . within a few miles of 
each other. The first Ga1ther9burg Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was 
constructed on property donated on November 27 1 1866 1 By El1jali 
Thomnson to "Nathan Cooke• Nathan .T, We.lker • Samuel Higgins• .James 
H, Claggett, ..,!chard Tlilles 1 Viahlon G, Tnompson, Samuel Briggs, Nathan 
Cooke, Jr , And William H, Cooke, trustees ," for the erection or building 
of a House of Worship for the society of 6hria tians oalled the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church, South 1 and for a burial ground or graveyard ," [l] 
The property was located on the north end•of town 1 "on the southside 
of the road lee.ding from Georgetown to Frederick City ," [2] By 
~1867, the congregation had erected a one room 1 frame structure, 

dedicated as Forest Oak Church , (Today 1 only the cemetery rema1ns 
from this early churoh,) Yet 1 by 1900 , the small church could 
no longer meet the growing needs of the community of worshippers 1 
and the Forest Oak members and officials responded to the demands 
for change by selecting a new site for a. larger church building, 

On September 7 1904, Carson Ward and his wife Carrie granted 
to the trustees "13~ square perches of 'Deer Park ', at the inter-
section of the road leading to the fArm of John W, Walker and the 
northeast side of Frederick Avenue 1 for the use of a place of 
di~ine worship ," [3] Almost immediately the building comm1ttee 1 
cha!r'ed by Rev, Thomas J , Lambert, adopted plans for the new ohuroh 
drawn up by a Baltimore architect, end be~an reoeiving bids from 
contractors , At the end of November 1 190 1, the bids were opened, and the 
contract was awarded to James L, Gardner 1 of Refuae, Virginia 1 who 
was the lowest bidder ~t $11 , 800, He signed a contract with the 
committee to complete construction or the new edifioe 1 exoept the in­
terior furnishings, within ten months from December, 1904 , [4] 

The corne?'stone for the building was 1 id on May 20 1 19051 amidst 
a .flurry of 1ooal exo1 tement , All the stores in Gai the rs burg closed 
promntly at 1 : 30 p , m,, only to ~eopen at ~ : 00 at the end of the 
ceremonies , Governor Warfield arrived on the 9 : 27 morning train, 
and was ohie"' orator at the exercises , The Pent alpha Lodge • lJo , 194 • 
A. F . and A. M. of Gaithersburg , along with M'&sons from \lashington 
and Baltimore Cities , assisted the Grand Master, Thomas J , Shyrock

1 of the State of ?1s.ryland • in the layinR: of the cornerstone 
1 

a 
(i.block of light granite presented by Mr , T, A , Sullivan of Washington 

u.C. [5] 1 

The completed ohuroh was dedicated on Sunday 1 December 10, 1905 , 
The dedicatory sermon was preached by Rev, J , c , Kilgo of 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
(Continued on Attachment Sheet A) 



Attachment Sheet A 
Grace Church M: 21/164 

Old Gaithersburg 
Historic District 

Trinity College (now Duke), North Carolina , with s~eoial music 
~rendered bv a 60 vo!oe choir under the leadership of Prof, E, Wilson 

Talker , A oonten~orarv account described the new church thus: 

The new building is on the main street or the town , on 
a knoll , with its stee~le 70 feet high , making a landmark 
visible for rnruw mileG around , 

The churoh is 86 feet by 100 feet in size . divided 
into a main auditorium seating 400 ~eraons: Sunday- school room 
fo~ 300, a room for the ~rimary class and a room for 
library and for business meet!ngs of the ohurch effic!als, 
Folding doors are so arranged as on occasions to throw 
the rooms into onP lftrge auditorium oapnble of seating 
1,000 persons , The woodwork of' the interior is of 
cypress and ~ak , The chancel rail, which runs 30 feet 
~cross in front or the choir , is or aak , while the 
a t3r iR of o•r!)reaa , 

The build n !s heated by stee...~ and lighted by an 
aeet line pl nt: tho pew3 nre in semi- circular rows 
and a.re o" o k , One large window in front is memorial 
to 1~r , J , O, Trundle and his son , R, Dorsey Trundle : 
the opposite window is a testireoninl of grntitude te 
the p ster er his faithful labors during the erection 
o the church, nd w s presented bv the ladies of the 
con~"e~~t~on , A thi~d 1~~~n w~ndow w~~ ~r~s~ntecl by 
:r, Nathan ·J. Walker, of the Sunday School, of which he has 

been ""nr 30·.1yea!"e euper"!.n tenclent , In the :-~ar of the chnnoel 
are memorial windows to Re,, , E. H. Henr::1 and Rev , il . A. 
~eDenald , former pnstors of th charge , There are also 
simil l" memorial uindows to Mr , Zachariah Brim~s and I1r , 
1 lrn , D, Hughes , A fine asernbly bell, costing $1100 , 
waa presented by the young ladies of Gaithersburg , The 
bell is being r>laced in the belfr!' of the steeple, The 
pulpit furniture is also gift of the ladies , [6] 

In 1917 , the old orr;an brou("ht "rom the Forest Oak Churoh was replaced 
with a 1ollel"' pipe organ , A ba .. ement was excavated in 1919 , and several 
• es.rs 1 ter Owen Hall waa established "to answer the need for a large 
fellowship and rnultir:>urr>ose room , dining room, and kitchen~r7Jin 1946 , 
c r~11on bells ~ere inst lled to honor those who served in World liar II , 

NOTES 
" l , Deed EBP 3/303 , rfontgornery Count!' Land Records 

2 , ibid,, lno, cit , 
3, IJeea 18tr7;'1 ,-o'ntgomer County Land R~cords 
11 , Montgomery County Sentinel, December 2 1 190~ 
5, ~ontgomery Ceuntv S'entiael, Ma~, 19 , 1905 
6 , Montgomery County 'mrnt!nef, December 15 1 1905 
7, Montgomery County sentinel, November 2 , 1967 
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l.iMAJOR lUBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Montgo:n.erj1 County umd Records 
Md:~tgomery County Sentinel 1 De.c, 2, 1904 

Mew 19 1 1905 
Dec, 15 i 1905 
Nov. 2, 1967 

Charter Centennial Policy Commission, Gaithersburg: .T.h~e~H~e~a~r~t....._.o.f~l-~o.n.t.g~o~m~e~r~y~ 
CONTINUE ON SEJ?AMTE SHEET If NECESSMlCounty, (City of Gaithersburg. 1978), 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY 132 perches (0,825 acre) 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OV_ERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Mark Walston 
Candy Ret?d-Architectura:l D~p!~ 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Su~arloaf Re~ional Trails 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHON'E 

Box 87, Stronahold 926-4510 
STATE CITY OR TOWN 

p1ekerson1~.-------------------------~----~----..-r~1a~r~y......,,l~aMn.d..__ ______________ _ 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 

·. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FOR.i.~ 

for the 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

I COWAON: 

Grace United Methodist Church 

IV{ #21- 164 

I ---------~-~-~~ 
~ ..-NO/O'R HlSTORtC~ 

Grace Methodist Church (South} 
~-L-'3C.;\~-· -. -.-'-·"··.· ...... ·· .... ·' ~"'""'~~""'""-~;.;..;.~.:......;.:__'"'"'-'""-~~-'-'-"-.:..--...... -.:."--""'""""""'~"--'-"--~-'-"-=-"-~....-~.....,"""'"""""""'I 

t STREET AN:::i- NUMBE.t=h 

I 
I 

j C~TY OR TOWN: 

t 

1 Walker Avenue 

Gaithersburg 

i FATE Maryland lcou•nv~ontgomery I 
r-~j-----~.-. --~ ....... -.-.. ""' ..... -.-.. ~~_,.....,_.,..,,,._.._...,~---....._----...._~....,,-,..-~,,,.,.,..-.,~~~._....,.,,,..,,.,.....,..,_,,_,,..,.~..,..,,.,,,,.,...,....,,.,,,i 
[3- CLA:SSlFlCATiO!i' . " ..... < 

V'I ! CATEGORY 
f (Ch1'=k One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS I 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

I-

\..} 

::.'.> 

~~ 

''-'.-. 

~-

z f<t; 

10 Di •triet }4 Building 0 Pubiic: Public Acqui •ition: 

n :5it1t CJ Struchmo • Privet• 0 In Proc,.s:i 
L..J 

0 Objec:t CJ Both 0 B"in11 Considarod 

lPl'!ESEN T USE (Ch,,ck On" or Mor" as Appropriate) 

! 0 A;iri:ulturof 0 Go'>',,.rnm,.nt 0 Pode I 0 Comm&rciol 0 lndustriol O ?rivote Reooi-:!•nce 

I 0 Educotionol 0 Military ... Religious 

i 0 Enl&H'!inm.,nt 0 Museum 0 Scientific 
;.;. •.. ·.:···-: 

:~.>::=:··~.;:;--::::< .. :·.::. 

fi. Occupied Yes: 

D Unoccupied JI. Roatricted 

0 P'reservotion work 0 U1mutrict0td 

in progross 0 No 

0 Tronsportotion 0 Comm•nta 

0 Oth•r (Specify) 

Trustees of Grace United Methodist Church 
UJ STREll:T AND NUMBER: 

1JJ 1 Walker Avenue 
1c1 ,.., oR TowN: lsTATEM_.,aryland 
j .. Gaithe""'r...,,,,.~"'"'bc;:u:;;;r;."';g':!r··;:::\·:;;;· ·';:;'.· ·~7"'0~~~77"~~±-~~ttmt;:-~Ef#~~~~~~~~r.::d t•S'~;c· .. t..ocAr10N·or'•••.4~~u.~~·~c::~1e·tf p-µ.·•·? H•·•t· >•>?·,···· ·•••···· t···· ·=····· •••• , ..• ····•··········•·· .=••'·.t:••• it •\Ft:> ··········•·,·•·'><:. .. :·; {'': .. :!:•,•·.:: ....... ··•·····••• ?Wt\::¥~: 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRV CF Oa'.EOS. ETC: 

Montgomery County Courthouse 
lsTREET ANO NUMBER: 

! 
!C!TY OR TOWN: 'STATE I 
h>m Rockville Marvland 

'."".... it le .. Re.f erenc~ ()f Cl1rr~Hl~ Deed {Book & Pa. :t=) : 
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(Chack One) . . . -, 

l 0 Excell,.nt J;l(' Goe<! [] Fair 0 D<thrioro!"d 0 R,,;,,,,. 0 ·U""''l''-'""d I 
CONDI TIO:_[, . -··----(Ch,.ck One) 

. ti( Alter .. d 0 Unolt«r"'d · 

DESC~HE PRESEN°T>~o ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

(Ch<td< On9) 

0 Moved Original Siht 

The church is a brick structure with a forward-facing 

gable roof and a corner entrance tower. The gable is 

shingled. The facade has a large, semi-circular arched 
;.: 
,...,~ 

window and flanking square-headed windows. The tower is 

shingled above the porch; it has a four story elevation 

p 

I 
with an open bell cote; the tower roof is a bell hipa A 

wing extends to the north; it is A-roofed and has three 

square-headed windows on the facade. The end wall of the 

VJ I m 
m 

wing is identical to the facade. 
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PERIOD (Ch&c1r One or More a11 Appropr/at,.) 

- ., ::olumbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

S?ECfFIC DA"(E!S} (!fAppllcsb11' ~nd'Known) L~u~ tdatestone) 
AREAS OP SIGNIFICANCE (CIH•Ck On" or ?!loo;, am Ap}J1'0priat") 

Abor iginol 0 Educoti on 0 Politi col 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi-

0 Histofic 0 Industry losophy 

0 A51ricu!ture 0 Invention 0 Scier.ce 

0 A re hi lecture 0 Lands cap• 0 Sculptur" 

0 Aft Ar chi teeter-a 0 Socio !/Human-

0 Commer.::• 0 Li te;.oture itarian 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Th,,oter 

·o Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

,.· .. ·. · .. "~ . /.::· 
M: d--(.;..IG 4 

} 

jl!K 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 
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I LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES I l LATITUDE ANP LONGITUDE COOROIN•TES 

, DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ()II DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

~~~-~.--~~~~~~~~~-,.-~~~~~~~~~--1Rr-~~~~~~-O-F--'L~~~S-S~T-H_A0N__;T~E~-N.:_:A~C::::_:R~E~S:__~.~~~~-4. 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minut<0s Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

SW Q 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

·Acreage Justification: 

I 
I 

LAT! TUDE 

Degree:s Minutes Ses;:onds. 
0 

I . 

LONGITUDE 

Elegrees Minuht$ S"conds 
0 

l:L1ST ALL STATES AN~ COUNTIES FoR PROPERTIES ovERLA.PPING STATE oR COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Christopher Owens, Park Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC (

DATE 

24 Jul 74 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

8787 Georgia Avenue 
CITY OR TO'NN: STATE 

Silver Spring Maryland 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State O Local O 
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GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1 Wa Avenue 

Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, 
.825 Acre 

M: 21-164 

This Richardsonian Romanesque s e church is an architectural 
landmark Gaithersburg, as well as an irnporttmt religious 
corm:;iunity center. It is constructed in an L plan, 2 1/2 stories 
in height. Resting on a rough faced ashlar foundat , 
story is constructed·of stretcher bond brick; w:L browns 
shingles above. The steeply pitched gable roof is clad in 

A massive three (3) story entrance tower rises from crux 
of the L. Five (5) granite steps to double paneled doors 
surmounted by a stained glass tympanum window in the brick base 
of the tower. On the second level, the tower shingled, and 
each side has a tall double hung stained glass 'Window set in 
round-headed opening. There are wide arched openings on 
of the third level, with projecting balconies supported by 
brackets. A modillioned cornice sets off the tall pyraraidal roof, 

To the left 0~est) of the tower three (3) evenly spac le 
stained glass wi.ndo•,vs are ranged across the facade, while on the 
rio~t · fac gable contains a e central stained g s 

s c.i..~. ' .__, i:.;:.:.-' 

winaow·set in a rounded opening, flanked by double hung s 
glass windows. The west gable has identical fenestration. 
is a modern addi~ion to the rear (north). 

The Gaithersbur£; Methodist Episconal South c:ongregat 
has been established.since iust after ~he Civil War. The ~rame, 
one-ro0171 church constructed~ in 1867 to serve this congregation had 
become inadequate by 1900, and land for a new building was 
donated in 1904. Construction began in December, 190lJ., and 
cornerstone was laid the follm,,•ing May. Then-Governor War eld 
was chief orator at the ceremony. church was dedicaced 
December, 1905. 
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