MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: John R. Champayne Farmhouse
INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR PROJECT Survey No.:_M:27-12 (PACS C3.10)

Property Address_14201 Layhill Road, Silver Spring vicinity (Layhill), Montgomery County, Maryland
Owner Name/Address Catherine J. McKimmie c/o Mrs Ritchie Pontious, 1109 McNiel Lane, Silver Spring, MD
Year Built_circa 1860

Description:

The John R. Champayne Farmhouse, constructed circa 1860, was previously surveyed by Lois Snyderman and Susan
Escherich in 1991. The property is unaltered since the time of the previous survey.

National Register Evaluation:

The John R. Champayne Farmhouse, constructed circa 1860, was previously surveyed by Lois Snyderman and Susan
Escherich in 1991. The property is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places due to a lack of architectural -
distinction and material integrity, and loss of setting. The property is not eligible under Criterion A. The condition of the
house, outbuildings and setting no longer have sufficient integrity to represent a continuum of agricultural use. Historic
research indicates that the property has no association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and
therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. It is not eligible under Criterion C, as it is a common example of a vernacular
farmhouse which lacks individual distinction. The house is currently rented, which has led to the abandonment of the
agricultural outbuildings and their deterioration. The outbuildings are collapsing and covered with vegetation, and the open
areas are littered with scrap metal, junk cars and debris. The setting and feeling of the property has been compromised by
the change of function, which has led to the loss of agricultural character. Finally, the property has no known potential to
yield important information, and therefore, does not meet Criterion D.

MHT CONCURRENCE:

Eligibility recommended _X  not recommended

Criteria A B C D Considerations A B C D E F G None
Comments:
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for

John R. Champayne Farmhouse
June 1991

Mont. Co. survey prefix : 27

Site number : 12

Approx. building date : C.1860

Town/town vicinity : Silver Spring (vicinity)

Access : _Public v/ Private
b D ripti £ si :

MAT-120

This house is a two-and-a-half story, ell-shaped three-bay frame farm
house from approximately 1860. It has a full three-bay front porch

with a hipped roof supported by turned posts. The house has a box

conrice and returns under the gables. It has been aluminum sided. A
two-story addition has been made in the angle of the ell. At the rear
of the house are five outbuildings (including three sheds) which are

in poor condition.




M:27-17

2
June 1991
Value
Descr.
Outstanding Procedure:

|
!
Rating = # of Boxes Selected x 100 |
|
|

Considerabld) / V 12

‘ 0- 25 % = Unqualified |

Moderate / 25- 50 % = Minimal
50 - 75 % = Mid-level |

Minor 75 - 100% = Good |
90 - 100% = Natl. Reg. (with !

Evaluation Arch. Arch. Historical possible exceptions) 5

Criteria Signif. Integrity Signif.

Rating for this site: Mid-level

: o

arch. Significance - that guality which embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that
possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose component may lack individual distinction.

Historical Significance - that quality present in sites associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or that are
associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or that have yielded, or may
be likely to vield, information important in history.

N

Arch. Integrity - determined by the number of architectural changes to the site...using
the following list as a guide... {and) noting other unusual changes.

Detrimental Changes (depending on the quality of its original character):

new or relocated chimney

rebuilt foundation

new porch )

original windows changed (at a later, but still historical, date)
modern windows in original frames

original windows intact but extra ones added

change in shape or size of window openings

lack of outbuildings

aluminum siding (unless original architraves and trim are retained)
asphalt or asbestos siding {(over original siding)

recent change of location

SRR

- .
aluminum siding added; architraves eliminated
additions engulfing or removing portions of original building

g

- distinguished; of particular import. to Md. historic & arch. past.

g

Considerable - deserving of recognition; contributes to the understanding of history or
architectural heritage represented in Maryland

- commonality...lack of historic signif. or arch. style, except if scarce

E

Minor - unimportant or inferior; little arch. worth and absence of hist. importance




M7

June 1991
Site number : 27/12
Co. tax account number :
Street address : 14201 Lavhill Road
Name of property owner : Catherine J. McKimmie, et al
Addr. of property owner : ¢/o Mrs. Ritchie Pontius

1109 McNiel Lane
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904

ri ion in i i
(1) Historical and cultural significance. The historic resource:

Y a. Has character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage
or cultural characteristics of the county, state or nation;

___ b. Is the site of a significant historic event;

__ C. Is identified with a person or group of persons who influenced
society;

Yy 4. Exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political or historic
heritage of the county and its communities.

(2) Architectural and design significance. The historic resource:

Y a. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method

of construction;
b. Represents the work of a master;

___ c. Possesses high artistic values;

___ d. Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; or

v e. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the
neighborhood, community or county due to its singular physical
characteristic or landscape.

The envirommental setting should be the entire 16.14 acre parcel (P 896).




Maryland Historical Trust magi vo. M1 97~/
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _ no

{indicate preferred name)

1. Name

historic John R. Champayne Farmhouse

and/or common same

2. Location

____not for publication

street & number 14201 Layhill Road

. city, town

city, town Silver Spring ____vicinity of congressional district 8
state Maryland county Montgomery
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district —___public X _ occupied —__ agriculture —_ museum
X building(s) X private _ . unoccupied ____ commercial — park
__ structure —_both - work in progress _ educational _X _ private residence
—._site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment — religious
- object - in process —__yes: restricted ___government ___ scientific
— being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial —— transportation
_xnot applicable X no —___ military ____other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Catherine J. McKimmie et al

c/o Mrs. Ritchie A. Pontius

street & number

1109 McNétl Lane

telephone no.:(301) 384-6289

city, town

Silver Spring

state and zip code Maryland 20904

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, eic.

Montgomery County Courthouse 4706

liber

street & number

. 198
folio

Rockville

state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title Montgomery County Inventory of Historic Sites
date 1974 ___federal * state = _ county ____ local
depository for survey records M-NCPPC

city, town

8787 Georgia Ave.,

Silver Spring state Maryland




7. Description |  survey No. M27-/2

Condition (house) Check one Check one

- — excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered X __ original site
— good ____ruins X altered —— moved date of move
_X_ftair — unexposed

Quthuildings: deteriorated:

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

summary: The Champayne house is a two-and-a-half-story, ell-shaped frame
farm house from approximately 1860; there are five outbuildings at the
rear.

Description: Large lilac bushes and trees flank the driveway to this two-
and-a-half-story, three-bay farmhouse. The facade of the ell-shaped
structure faces north. It has a full three-bay front porch with a hipped
roof supported by turned posts. The house has a box cornice and returns
under the gables. It has been aluminum sided. The front door has a three-
light transom and 2/2 side lights. These are echoed by the central window in
the second story which also has side lights. Remaining facade windows are
2/2. Two 6/6 windows, one over the other, are at the rear of the north end of
. the house. Windows have louvered blinds. There are two chimneys at either
2 end of the standing seam metal roof. They are flanked by small windows in
the gable ends. A two-story addition has been made in the angle of the ell.

The setting of the house has been adversely impacted by an adjacent highway
and shopping center. In addition, the surrounding property is being
developed for a subdivision.

e Qutbuildings: At the rear of the house is a corn crib, three small sheds in
G a state of collapse, and a small barn.

Researcher: Susan Escherich, May 1991.
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8. sini*ﬁeasnc:e Survey No.  M:27-/2

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeolegy-prehistoric _____ community planning ____ landscape architecture _____ religion
— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law . science
— 15001599 ____ agriculture — . economics . literature —___ scuipture
—1600-1699 _X_ architecture e education . military — social/
—— 17001789 __ art — engineering — music humanitarian
X_1800-1899 ____ commerce _X exploration/settiement ___ philosophy ____theater
1900~ —— Ccommunications — industry — politics/government ___ transportation
. invention - other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _ D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The John R. Champayne farmhouse is significant as an example of vernacular
architecture typical of that constructed in Montgomery County from the
mid-nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. Together with its
outbuildings, it is representative of the farm complexes that existed in
Montgomery County in the period when it was predominantly agricultural and
which are rapidly disappearing from the Layhill Road area.

1. Historic Period Theme(s):
2. Geographic Organization:
3. Development Period:

4. Resource Type(s):

Agriculture

Piedmont (Montgomery County)

Agricultural-Industrial Transition
1815-1870 A.D.

Small family farmstead

“The house was built by John R. Champayne about 1860.' The house sat on a
farm of 114.2 acres, part of a tract of land referred to as ‘Layhill’. John
purchased the property in 1856 from James Henry Boyd, and the deed was put
in the name of John’s wife, Ell Champayne.® In 1874, Ell died and her family,
the Bealls, who had furnished most of the lumber for the outbuildings and
the fencing on the farm, demanded their share of the estate. Furthermore,
Champayne was unable to sell the farm because the legal title to it was in
his wife’s name. Evidently, Champayne {(as he had told Ell’s father, Thomas
Beall) had put the property in his wife’s name to prevent his own family
from getting their hands on it because, in his own words, ‘they would take
it as quick as hell would scorch a feather.’® According to the testimony of
George Bonifant, a neighboring farmer, “the land when Champayne bought it

(cont.)

' The date given is based on the date that the property was purchased and its appearance on the Martenet &
Bond map of 1865.

# Equity EBP 12/17, Montgomery County Judgment Records.

® fbid. '




/D»\

#8. Significance (cont.) 2 J. R. Champayne Farmhouse
M.27/12

was one of the roughest places in our district, there was no improvements on
it, it was mostly covered with pine.’ Champayne cleared the land and, with
his hired hands, built a dwelling house, blacksmith shop, stable, corn house
and other necessary outbuildings. Thus, ‘the land generally and everything
else about it has been improved as much as anyplace in the neighborhood
comparatively, during the time Champayne lived on it.’* In the final decree,
it was decided that the land and premises not be sold until after the death

of John Champayne.

“In 1880, the Champayne farm was sold by trustee to Sarah R. Nicholson for
$1827.20. The farm at this time was improved by a two-story frame dwelling
house of eight rooms with an attic and a back building. Also on the property
was a meat house, corn house, stable, dairy and other necessary outbuildings
along with a blacksmith. shop, wheelwright shop and a paint shop. The farm
also had apple and peach orchards.® The farm has remained in the Nicholson
family ever since. Richard P. Nicholson, a farmer, was born and raised on
the farm and lived there with his wife, Catherine, until his death in 1969.
Catherine and her aunt, Maude Leizear, resided in the family farmhouse
until Catherine’s death in 1973.° The farmhouse is now the property of
Richard and Catherine’s three daughters, Catherine McKimmie, Myrtle Royall
and Richie Pontious, who rent the house out.”’*®

The farmhouse is now part of the proposed subdivision of “Legend Knolls”.

¢ Testimony of farmer George Bonifant from Equity EBP 12/17.

* Equity EBP 12/17, Montgomery County Judgment Records.

¢ The Washington Star, February 19, 1973.

" Deed 4706/198, Montgomery County Land Records.

f Catherine Crawford, Maryland Historical Trust, “State Historic Sites Inventory Form”, Montgomery County
Historic Preservation Commission, October 1982,
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Montgomery County Land Records.
Maryland Historical Trust, State Historic Sites Inventory Form, prepared by Catherine

Crawford, 1982.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 16.14 acres
Quadrangie name _Kensington - Quadrangle scale 1324000
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The boundaries of the property are the lot lines which define parcel 896,
east of Layhill Road and southeast of the intersection of Layhill and Bel

Pre Roads, & which are boldly delineated on the accompanying tax map.

List ali states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

|

|
|
L]

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Lois Snyderman & Susan Escherich, Historic Preservation Consultants

organization date June 1991

street & number 8804 Spring Valley Road telephone (201) 654-6423

city or town Chevy Chase state Maryland 20815

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Anmnotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are-being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
PS-2746




‘Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

P

 Survey N§£27-12

Magi No. 1607145504

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic John R. Champayne Farmhouse

and/or common

2. Location
14201 Layhill Rd.

street & number —— not for publi¢ation

city, town Layhill — vicinity of congressional district -,
state * Maxryland county .. fcnmpfv
- - » a

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

. district —— public -X_.. occupied . agriculture — museum

X bullding(s) X private — . unoccupied — commercial —— park

— Structure — both —— work in progress —_ educational X private residence

- Site - Public Acquisition . Accessible — entertainment — religious
r— object -0 I process - yes: restricted — government — Scientific
' — being considered —— yes: unrestricted —— industrial — transportation

__not applicable _x no —. military — other:

4. Owner of Prﬂperty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

hame Richie-Ponticus—et_al
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Locatlon of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Monteomery County Court House liber 4706

street&numbef ‘ folio 198
city, town Rockville state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title M’\}'CPPC Historic Sites Inventory

date 19 76 —_federal _* state X _county ___ local

ipository for survey records  Park Historian's Office

city, town _ Rockville state Maryland




{Check One)

] Exceilent B8 Good [ Fair [} Deteriorated [ Ruins [ -Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) ] ] {Check Ona)

B Altered , [} Uncliered 1o ] Moved . g Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 44D OR!GINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The hdﬁéétié a two étofy frame'structure,bwith’a
'fhree.bay main (west) facade. The central doorway has a
transom light and 2/2 double hung sidelights. Windows
.are 2/2 double hung sash on the sides and rear facade. A
one. story porch with turned posts extends across the front.

vvf,;On eithér*éhd are internal chimneys. A two story el
 §xﬁéﬁd;mt6“tﬁé*eas£; |
.H?;Thé ﬁousé hésbbeen sheathed in aluminum siding.
:fa';ggpind”the house are several board-and—batten out-

| buildings.
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3. Significance Gl 0 Survey No. ' MIQT)Y

Faeriod Areas of Significance—Chack and justify below

- prehistoric .. archeology-prehistoric .. community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
e 1400~1499 ____ archeology-historic - conservation — law " —— science
- T™1500-158¢ . agriculture e @CONOMICS — literature —— Sculpture
- 1600-1692 X architecture — education . — military .‘ - ____soclal/ _
- 1700-1799% _____art — engineering T e music o T ‘humanitarian:
_¥ 1800-1899 - commerce = - - exploration/settlement ____ philosophy © L theater _
1900~ — communications — industry —— politics/government - __.__ transportation

e e —— Invention — Other (specify)
Specific dates ..., 1360 Builder/Architect
sheck: Applicable Criteria: __ A _ B _C _ D

~ and/for B

Applicable Excepfion: _A B C D E F G

,K Lével‘ 6f“Signif§.,cvénce:' __national __ state _ local

Jrepare »_lbot;h'a sx;ﬁmnary' paragraph of sigﬁificance and a geﬁsral statement of history and
support.. - : -

The John R. Champayne farmhouse is significant as an example of vernacular
architecture typical of that constructed in Montgomery County from the mid-nine-
teenth’through'thégeérly twentieth centuries. The house was built by John R,
Champayne about 1860.1 The house sat on a farm of 114.2 acres, part of a tract
of land referred to as "Layhill." John purchased the property in 1856 from
James Henry Boyd, 'and the deed was put in the name of John's wife, E11 Champayne.Z
In 1874, :E11 died and her family, the Bealls, who had furnished most of the
lumber for the outbuildings and the fencing on the farm, demanded their share

7 of the estate. Furthermore, Champayne was unable to sell the farm because the
legal title to it was in his wife's name. Evidently, Champayne (as he had told
Ell's father, Thomas Beall) had put the property in his wife's name to prevent
his own family from getting their hands on it because, in his own words, "they
would take it as qiiick as hell would scorch a feather."3 According to the testi-
mony of George Bonifant, a neighboring farmer, "the land when Champayne bought
it was one of the roughest places in our district, there was no improvements on
it, it was mostly covered with pine." Champayne cleared the land and, with his
hired hands, built a dwelling house, blacksmith shop, stable, corn house and
other necessary outbuildings. Thus, "the land generally and everything else
about it has been improved as much as any place in the neighborhood comparative~
ly, during the time Champayne lived on it."4 1In the final decree, it was decid-
.ed that 'the land and premises not be sold until after the death of John Champayne.

In 1880, the Champayne farm was sold by trustee to Sarah R. Nicholson for
$1827.20. The farm at this time was improved by a two story frameé dwelling house
of eight rooms with an attic and a back building. Also on the property was a
meat house, corn house, stable, dairy and other neceswary outbuildings along
with a blacksmith shop, wheelwright shop and a paint shop. The farm also had
apple and peach orchards.> The farm has remained in the Nichoisdn'family ever
since. Richard P. Nicholson, a farmer, was born and raised on the farm and lived
there with his wife, Catherine, until in death in 1969. Catherine and her aunt,
Maude Leizear, resided in the family farmhouse until Catherine's death in 1973.6
The farmhouse is now the property of Richard and Catherine's three daughters,
Catherine McKimmie, Myrtle Royall and Richie Pontious, who rent the house out.
The farmhouse is surrounded by modern sub-divisions and could possibly be threat-
ened in the near future. '

see attachment sheet A for footnotes
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attachment Sheet A

1 The date given is based on the date that the property was purchased and its
appearence on the Martenet & Bond map of 1865,

quuity EBP 12/17, Mont. Co. Judgement Records.
31bid.
4Testimony of farmer George Bonifant from Equity EBP 12/17.

5Equity EBP 12/17, Montgomery County Judgement Records.

6The Washington Star, Feb. 19, 1973.

’Deed 4706/198, Montgomery County Land Records.




Survey No. M. ]-]).

Montgomery County Land Records
Montgomery County Judgement Records
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10. L‘G’é‘mgraphical Data

Acreage of nominated property __17.07 acres
Quadrangle name .

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Yerbal boundary description and justification

o ehpeas

List all states ;‘an’dk'céuknt’i'gs for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

code

state ‘ R . code : county

s’eate ST ' "~ code ~ county

code

%1 I'-'m'm Prepared By

rnameftitte =~ Catherine Crawford

crganization Mont. Co. Hist. Preservation Commission  gae 10/82
street & number telephone
city ortown Rockville state Maryland
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
S an Act of the Maryland Legislature_ to be. fQund in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.
'WThe survey and inventory are being prepaxed for information and
,record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.
'repurn to: ~ Maryland Historical Trust
' Shaw House
/Mn

21 State Circle

(301) 269-2438

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

PS-2746
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WORKSHEET
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TER OF HISTORIC ?RACES NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

AND/OHK HISTORICT

-John'R. Champayne Houé¢

A ¢ STﬁEET AND NUNBERR :

14201 Layhlll Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Layhlll

STATE. ﬁQUNTY

Montgomerv.

CATEGORY -~ L ACCESSIBLE
: WNE F 4 STATUS
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STREET AW NUMBER .

CETY OR TOWN:

Rockv1lle

STATE

Maryland

Title Reference of Current Deed (BOQK & Pg, #):
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’ TITLE OF SURVEY:
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|PATE OF SURVEY:

[J State

[ County

{3 Lecal

) B ) Dth'c_dvercl
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-.are 2/2 double hung sash on the sides and rear facade.‘ A
one story porch w1th turned posts extends across- the front.
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[ 20th Centur y
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