
Marc Eirich 

County Executive 

MEMORANDUM 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

TO: 

FROM: 

Robert K. Sutton 

Chairman 

Date: March 29, 2023 

Rabbiah Sabbakhan , DPS Director  
Dan Bruechert
Historic Preservation Section 
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
Historic Area Work Permit #91003027 - Gazebo, fence, and other alterations

SUBJECT: 

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the 
attached application for a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was 

Approved at the August 18, 2022 HPC meeting with revisions approved at the March 22, 2023 
HPC meeting.

The HPC staff has reviewed and stamped the attached construction drawings. 

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON 
ADHERENCE TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HA WP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE 
APPROVAL BY DPS OR ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN. 

Applicant: 
Address: 

Melissa Colbert
10013 Stoneybrook Dr., Silver Spring

This HA WP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable 
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the 
applicant must contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. 
Once work is complete the applicant will contact Dan Bruechert at 301563.3400 or 
dan.bruechert@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 

Historic Preservation Commission• 2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902 • 301/563-3400 • 301/563-3412 FAX 
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Mailing Address for Notifying 
(Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners) 

Owner’s Mailing Address: 

Melissa R. Colbert 
10013 Stoneybrook Dr. 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Owner’s Agent’s Mailing Address 

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses 
Eric and Cynthia Eicher 
10012 Capitol View Ave 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Betsy Flagg 
Head of Pratt Place HOA 
10005 Pratt Place 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

10044 Pratt Place, Silver Spring MD 20910

10018 Pratt Place, Silver Spring MD 20910

10112 Stoneybrook Drive, Silver Spring MD 20910

10110 Stoneybrook Drive, MD Silver Spring MD 20910

10108 Stoneybrook Drive, Silver Spring MD 20910
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Description of Property 
The property sits on an elongated, approximately 1-acre lot in the Capitol View Park Historic District (Parcel 30).  Built in 
either 1896 or 1898 (ambiguous), the property consists of a 2-1/2 story clapboard-faced house built in an eclectic style, 
primarily craftsman, but with singular features such as a curved roof and two semi-circular bays. Access to the property 
is from Stoneybrook Drive on the northwest. The Pratt Place development parallels the property on the southwest side. 

The square footage on the first floor is approximately 1,155 sq. ft. There is also a small 291 sq. ft. stable on the property. 
The house sits approximately 100 feet back from the frontage on Stoneybrook Drive. The majority of the land is behind 
the house and is not visible from either Stoneybrook Drive, Pratt Place, or the adjacent property at 10012 Capitol View 
Avenue. 

There are a number of mature trees and perennial beds located throughout the property as well as an approximately 
20’x60’ vegetable garden at the rear of the plot.  There is an approximately 30’x30’ fenced area on the southwest side 
that was used as a dog pen in the past. This area was until recently overgrown with invasive vines and bamboo. They 
have now been removed as part of taking down a dead choke cherry tree that was in the center of the area. The fencing 
around the dog pen area is in very bad shape. The dog pen area is at an elevation of approximately four feet above Pratt 
Place. 

There is three bar split rail fencing with wire mesh around the rear and southwest portion of the property up to but not 
including the vegetable garden which is protected by deer fencing. There is 6’ shadowbox fencing between the rear of 
the house up to the vegetable garden along the northeast side.  

Description of Work Proposed 
1) Remove old dog pen fencing and vegetable debris. 
2) Grade the area to create an adequate slope for erecting a gazebo. 
3) Install shadowbox fencing topped with lattice along the side of the dog pen area that parallels Pratt Place, with a 

small dogleg that contains a gate and connects with the deer fencing around the vegetable garden 
4) Install a prefabricated 12’x12’ wooden fully-screened gazebo in the middle of the 30x30 area. It is unfeasible to 

run electrical power to the area  
5) It will be unfeasible to run electric power to the area. Any power needed for lights or a ceiling fan will be solar-

powered and will not require electrical work. See proposed solution at the end of the application. There will be 
no plumbing. 

6) Plant low-maintenance shrubs and perennials around the gazebo. 

Work Item 1: Clean up Dog Pen Area 
Description of Current Condition: Falling down fence; vegetation debris; dirt slopes at a significant uneven angle 
towards Pratt Place. 

Proposed Work: Remove existing debris, old fencing; grade area to create an area for the installation of the gazebo. 
Install underground metal barricade to prevent bamboo from invading area. 

Work Item 2: Fencing 
Description of Current Condition: After the existing fence is removed, the area will be open. In 
addition to adding privacy, I will need to block deer. 
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Proposed Work: Install new 6’6” shadowbox/lattice fence on 1+ sides. Include a gate on the dogleg. There is an area 
approximately 3.5 feet wide from the fence to the property line and an additional 5 feet where the proposed gate would 
be, so exiting from the area will not impinge on Pratt Station property.    

Work Item 3: Gazebo 
Description of Current Condition: Area is now cleared and fence installed. 

Proposed Work: Install a pre-fabricated 16x16 wooden octagonal gazebo kit in the center of the cleared area: 

1) Create a permeable base of bluestone, gravel, or sand to support it with 4x4 pressure treated sleepers. 
2) Have professional installers put up the gazebo. 

Work Item 4: Landscaping 
Description of Current Condition: Gazebo and fence are installed, but area is otherwise empty. 

Proposed Work: Working with a landscape architect, move existing shrubs and perennials from existing gardens to the 
area, minimizing if not obviating any need for grass. Working with landscape architect, create a path of crushed stone or 
wood chips through plantings to access gazebo door.  

Other Information 
Property Survey from 2002 (the latest) 

Inset of Proposed Changes to Dog Pen Area 

Photographs of Existing Site 

Proposed Shadowbox Fencing 

Proposed Gazebo 

Proposed Solar Powered Ceiling Fan and Light 
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2002 Survey 
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Inset of Proposed Changes to Dog Pen Area 
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Pictures of Dog Pen Area 
From Inside Property 

Figures 1-2: From Inside Property 
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Figures 3-5: From Pratt Place 
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Figure 6: from 10012 Capitol View (Eicher Property) 

 

Proposed Shadowbox Fencing 
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Proposed Gazebo  
from www.americanlandscapestructures.com 
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Gazebo Specifications 
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Proposed Solar Ceiling Fan and Light 
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https://www.amazon.com/Aqonsie-Adjustable-Security-Lighting-
Backyard/dp/B08SW3Y495/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=4TEYK0E5GXZT&keywords=solar+pendant+lights+outdoor&qid=16606
55738&sprefix=solar+pendant+%2Caps%2C3070&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1 
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