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MEMORANDUM

  960043 - Interpretive Signage

 
approved at the 

August 18, 2021 HPC meeting.

.

 
  

Montgomery Parks
10231 Carroll Pl, Kensington



Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:
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Permit 960043 Plan and Photos 

 

 

Proposed location shown with yellow dot.  Site plan is oriented with N at the bottom. Following photos 
begin from the bottom of the driveway.  
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Front drive entrance to Warner Special Park looking SW.  Proposed sign location to right of red tree on 
opposite side of walk, immediately adjacent to walk. Manor house in background to left. 

 

Moving up driveway, approaching sidewalk leading to where signs are proposed for installation. 
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View looking W from driveway at beginning of sidewalk toward location to left of sidewalk and past red 
tree to proposed signage location. 

 

 

View looking S showing where signs are proposed to be installed (opposite side of sidewalk, in lawn 
immediately adjacent to walk). 
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	Text1: The Brainard Warner house rests on a knoll within the Warner Circle Special Park, which is composed of 6.2 acres located in the heart of the town of Kensington.  The site includes the historic house, a historic carriage house, and open, landscaped parkland.  The buildings and grounds are contributing resources within the locally and National-Register designated Kensington Historic District. 
History:  The house was the country residence of Brainard H. Warner who was one of the Washington metropolitan area's most successful businessmen during last quarter of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century.   Warner was involved in all aspects of the area's real estate and financial markets and was known for his philanthropy and his service on the boards of many charitable and educational institutions.  In the early 1890s, he purchased several hundred acres on which he founded the town of Kensington and built his own home in the center of it.  
The Warner house served as the focal point for Kensington social life for many years.  Soon after it was sold in 1912, the McKenney family enlarged the house to the plans of Clarke Waggaman, a renowned Washington architect.  After the sale of the house to its third owner in the 1950s, the property was converted into a nursing home.  Concrete block wings were added on the south and east elevations of the house in the early 1960s to accommodate the institutional/residential use. Several asphalt paths throughout the grounds were also laid.  The property was sold to M-NCPPC in two parts in 2005 and 2006 to serve as a park and to preserve the historic buildings.  The Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) holds a preservation easement on the property, protecting both the exterior and some parts of the interior of the manor and carriage house.  In 2014, the institutional wings were removed and the south and east elevations rehabilitated based on the McKinney era plans.  The original loop drive around the house that had been interrupted by the wings was reconnected to the remaining portions.

	Text2: Parks seeks to install three interpretive signs on the north part of the lawn, facing the manor house, along a walkway. The signs will be located such that photos of the manor house and lawn can be taken without the signs being in them. The signs follow standard Park design:

The signs are composed of 36" x 24" embedded fiberglass panels set at a 45-degree angle on brown aluminum posts. The cantilevered exhibit base is set into the ground at an ADA compliant waist height of 28"-32", using cement to anchor the sign posts in the ground to prevent easy removal by vandals and heaving in the winter. The signs have been fabricated by a National Park Service approved vendor. The design of interpretive material follows a standard being set for all historic markers being placed within the County's Park system. 

The signs can be removed.  They will have no adverse effect on either the historic district or on this contributing element to it.



