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  959316 - Partial Demolition

 
approved at the 

August 31, 2021 HPC meeting

.

 
  

Montgomery Parks
16501 Norwood Rd., Sandy Spring



Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:
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Woodlawn, front (south) elevation.  Mudroom is not visible from this elevation. 

 

 

2011 photo of East elevation showing frame mudroom on the right. 
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Rear (north) elevation showing frame mudroom on the left. 

 

 

Mudroom is the unnumbered frame space at the upper right-hand corner of the floor plan. 
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East elevation of mudroom.  Note deterioration at sill. Wall is nearly detached.  Also note door is no 

longer plumb.  The good condition of the siding belies the deteriorated structural condition of the wall. 

 

Interior of mudroom showing east wall (right) with separation of wall at foundation. 
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	Text1: Woodlawn was constructed around 1800 by a Quaker family. The Federal House, built of brick laid in Flemish bond, features a symmetrical five-bay façade with a fanlight transom over the central entrance. A later owner expanded the house with a kitchen wing after purchasing it from the original family in 1825.  The northwest wing was added in 1881. In the mid-20th century, the owners made several alterations to the property including replacing the manor house’s wood shingle roof with slate, building a garage, and installing brick walkways and an ornamental boxwood garden. In the 1980s, when the property was under MNCPPC ownership, a back patio, defined on two sides by existing brick walls of the manor house was enclosed with frame walls and a shed roof to create a mudroom. It is unclear whether the mudroom concrete floor pad dates to the 1980s or an earlier period.

The property also includes an 1832 three-story stone bank barn, a combination dairy and smokehouse also built of stone, and a log house and board-and-batten tenant house. The setting  is preserved in a largely rural, Montgomery County Park-owned setting.  Extensive visitor parking lots are located immediately east of the house. Farther to the east and down slope from the house are modern stables, support structures, and an office building housing Park mounted police.  Much farther to the east, but still within visual range of the manor house, is a large Butler building and helipad.  There are open vistas to the south and north of the house, as well as to the west, across Norwood Road, to additional parkland.

	Text2: The frame walls of the mudroom suffered insect damage a long time ago and recently suffered extensive water damage, the source of which has since been corrected. They have been further compromised on the interior by heavy use as a storage area when the manor house was being used as an event center.  The walls have begun to move to the point where the exterior door to the mudroom can no longer be opened.  A recent evaluation of the frame walls show them to be unstable such that they can be moved by slightly pushing on them.  The room is not deemed safe for people to be in it.  Parks proposes to remove the two non-historic frame walls, leaving the poured concrete floor pad in place, as well as the historic brick walls and openings in them.  During demolition, it will be determined if the shed roof can remain in place or whether it also needs to be removed.  Whether the mudroom will be rebuilt will be determined at a later date as funding becomes available and decisions are made about whether this space is needed in the future as an interior vs. exterior space.


