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Address: 811 East Randolph Road Meeting Date: 4/22/98
ville

Resource: Smitbtféld Colored School o Review:- HAWP

Master Plan Site #33/24 ) ‘ S
Case Number: N/A ~ - . —~TaxCredit: No - -
Public Notice:  4/8/98 Report Date:  4/15/98
Applicant:  IUL, Inc. (Alfred Bailey, Agent) Staff: Robin D. Ziek
PROPOSAL: Construct new entrance RECOMMENDATIONS: Proceed to

HAWP

PROJECT mk p i gimgle.
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RESOURCE: iy
STYLE: Vel [0/10 M? \ j;\mqw« R

pATE: 197 23la¥- € A
The Smit‘=l L ouse built in 1927 with monies from

the Julius Rosen 1r. Rosenwald was the President of

Sear, Roebuck ar 13, and funded the construction of
4,977 schools by :

This was ¢ — —wuv ouuctures built in the county between 1926
and 1928. The cbumy now owns the building. I has been used for storage and other utilitarian
uses since 1952 when the county built new consolidated school buildings for African-American
children. Integration of the Montgomery County public schools began in 1954.

Alterations to the building include reorientation (the entrance was originally on the west
clevation); removal of all the original doors and windows and replacement of the schoolroom-sized
windows with downsized modern windows; and installation of a rolling loading dock door.

The building sits in a large piece of land which is largely paved with deteriorating asphalt.
There is an adjacent work/storage building adjacent to the school building which will be utilized in
the future by IUL. - ’
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At this point, the county has leased the property to IUL to rehabilitate the schoolhouse and
use the site to promote public use of the property. The applicant has worked with an architect,
Mr. Harold Navy, to design the interior space for their new program and to bring the building up to
code to support this use.

PROPOSAL

The bulk of the work on the exterior involves assuring handicapped accessibility and
accommodating the county’s health and safety requirements to meet the new use as meeting space
for approximately 100 people. In order to avoid the installation costs of an internal sprinkler
system, the applicants are required to install handicapped ramps at both the east and west exits,
thereby providing two alternate exit routes.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant has been working closely with staff to develop the scope of the project and to
work within the parameters of the preservation ordinance.

The building sits very close to Randolph Road due to road widening in the recent past. The
building itself is not a prominent feature along the road as the building is oriented to the lot, with
the small (north) side of the building facing Randolph Road. The west side-of the building, which
past students have indicated was the original entrance side of the school building, is also not readily
apparent today as the entrance from Randolph Road directs one to the east side of the building.

The proposed new entry on the east side of the building involves development of the
existing entrance. At this point, there is a concrete stoop with steep steps leading to a single
doorway into the building. The grade of the site is such that a handicapped ramp built along the
edge of the building from the doorway to the north edge would meet code.

The applicants propose to close the existing doorway on the east side, and open a new
doorway at a new location a few feet further south on the elevation. They propose to extend the
existing concrete stoop to accommodate entry from a ramp on the north end and steps on the south
end. The stoop would be enclosed to form a vestibule for the building (see Circle | 2 ) witha
simple gable roof. All of the building materials would match the existing, with wood siding, wood
doors and wood windows. They propose to use a simple metal pipe railing along the steps and
handicapped ramps.

The building plan originally probably had a central entry hall with a classroom on either
side. This original plan was altered years ago when the building function changed. At this point,
the applicant will utilize a new interior floor plan to accommodate the new function of meeting
space and computer center. The history of the school building will be promoted through
exhibitions, but the original plan will not be restored.

The proposed new vestibule is derived from sketches of the original Rosenwald School
buildings, as seen on Circle L‘r - :]» However, this is not a restoration as the building function

©



will be something other than the school function. The applicant has provided two different schemes
which are basically the same except for the design of the doors and windows. Scheme #1 would
utilize a fenestration scheme which mimics the existing fenestration with the small double-hung
windows with their horizontal form of 2/2. The Scheme #2 would use a more open fenestration
design of full-light doors and windows. Qee Circle 23

Staff fecls that the basic design is a suitable one for the school building. The original
building probably had a small gable entrance of simple design. The use of the more open
fenestration Scheme #2 would provide the sense of an open porch more than with Scheme #1.- In. - - -
In addition, staff notes that the original windows were very different from the existing widows, and
these are not appropriate to the building. At some point, the applicant may be able to find funding
the restore the original schoolhouse windows, and the open fenestration system would be morc
compatible with them.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission find this concept general consistent with the
purposes of Chapter 24A-8(b)2:

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural or

cultural features of the historic site, or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and
would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter;

and with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9:

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize
the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

and with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #10:

New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if romoved in tho
future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

and that the applicant be directed to develop Scheme #2 for consideration for a HAWP.
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94/89/1998 12:54 2023938619 . o NAVY MARSHALF & ASSO e F’AGE 02

RS H AL L & ASSOCITATES,?P.C.

€T s e o P-'L: A N N E R S
>Y ONE MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE N W L4 SUITE 11
TELEPHONE(202)393086|4

Maryland-Nauonal (.apntal Palk and
-Planniing Commission, .
Montgomery: County1

8787 Georgla‘ {1y

an; jhcrem subrmttmg the addresses of the’ Owners of propemes adjacent to the o
sue as follows .

'the southeast corner of the property gomg North on Octag,on Lane:
‘Colesvnlle Gardens, Plat Book 30, Plat No. 1887
.~ Lot 4 - 13300 Qctagon Lane
. Lot 3 -'13304 Octagon Lane
. Lot 2 - 13308 Octagon Lune
‘, Lot i.- 13J12 or 13316 Octagon Lane

01 property (new house under constructnon) -
. Lot 5 No address on Anderson Street. .

We. hope thts mformauun is adequato for your purposes, however, if there are any questions,
please contact 'm o

Gui s Nave,s

RANDALL S. MARSHALL
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R.$'H.ALL & . ASSOCIH AT E s, P.C.
e e T s . . P L..A N N £ R S
'.-owe MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NW e SUITE |
'20005-5302 TELEPHONE (202)39 38614

'1ann1ng Camnﬁssxon S .
~Coun Oﬂice ‘of. Hnstonc Preservatton

fia meetmg vith the A‘pha Phi Alpha Fratemxty last night to review the MCHPC Staff report for the
bovc_refeten';f project, we noticed that in some references to the Smithville Colored School, it was.~
dentified as *Spuithfietd”, which is incorrect. This may be my fault because some of the mformatmn‘_.{ ;
ntfyou.“hh name !denuﬁed as “Snuthtxeld Colored School”

M: Anthol: y:R Moore

RANDALLS. MARSHALL
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