: LA
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Isiah Leggett William Kirwan
County Executive Chairman

Date: 5/23/13

MEMORANDUM

TO: Diane Schwartz Jones, Director
: Department of Permitting Services
FROM: Anne Fothergill@

Planner Coordinator
Historic Preservation Section-Planning Department
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission

SUBIJECT: Historic Area Work Permit #631945—dormer construction

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application for a
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP) and this application was approved by the HPC on May 8, 2013.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN.

Applicant: Cara and Luis Medeiros
Address: 3 West Lenox Street, Chevy Chase

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once the work is completed
the applicant will contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 to schcdule a follow-up site
visit.

Historic Preservation Commission e 8787 Georgia Ave., Suite 206  Silver Spring, MD 20910 « 301/563-3400 « 301/563-3412 FAX
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT -
Address: 3 West Lenox Street, Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 5/8/13
Applicant: _ Cara and Luis Medeiros Report Date: 5/1113
Resource: Contributing Resource Public Notice: 4/24/13

Chevy Chase Village Historic District
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: * None
Case Number: 35/13-13Q Staff: Anne Fothergill

PROPOSAL: Construction of dormer in rear addition

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff is recommending that the HPC approve the HAWP application.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource, Chevy Chase Village
STYLE: Colonial Revival Four Square

DATE: 1901

Three West Lenox is a 2 ' story 2-bay stucco-clad residence with a full width front porch and 2-story bay
windows on the left side. To the left of the property is an 8” wide asphalt driveway leading to an original
hip roof, stucco-clad garage at the rear of the property. The style, siting and architectural details of the
house are similar to the Leon Dessez houses at'5, 7, and 9 East I'rving Street.

PROPOSAL
The applicants are proposing to construct a dormer on the east sidc of the existing rear addition that was
constructed in 2004. The dormer will have an asphalt shingle roof and wood shingles, wood windows, and

wood trim.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These
documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted amendment for
the Chevy Chase Village Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter
244), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent
information in these documents is outlined below.

Chevy Chase Village Historic District

The Guidelines break down specific projects into three levels of review - Lenient, Moderate and Strict Scrutiny.

0



“Lenient Scrutiny” means that the emphasis of the review should be on issues of general massing and scale, and
compatibility with the surrounding streetscape, and should aliow for a very liberal interpretation of preservation
rules. Most changes should be permitted unless there are major problems with massing, scale or compatibility.

“Moderate Scrutiny” involves a higher standard of review than “lenient scrutiny.” Besides issues of massing, scale
and compatibility, prescrving the integrity of the resource is taken into account. Alterations should be designed so
that the altered structure still contributes to the district. Use of compatible new materials, rather than the original
building materials, should be permitted. Planned changes should be compatible with the structure’s existing design,
but should not be required to replicate its architectural style.

“Strict Scrutiny” means that the planned changes should be reviewed to insure that the integrity of the significant
exterior architectural or landscaping features and details is not compromised. However, strict scrutiny should not be
“strict in theory but fatal in fact” i.e. it does not mean that there can be no changes but simply that the proposed
changes should be reviewed with extra care.

Specifically, the Guidelines state:
o Dormers should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are visible from the public right-of-way, lenient
scrutiny if they are not. For outstanding resources they should be subject to strict scrutiny if they are
visible from the public right-of-way.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8:

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and
information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is sought
would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement or
ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the
purposes of this chapter.

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of
this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of
this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a manner
compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the historic site or
historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or
(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit of the
alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the permit.

(c) Ttisnot the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any one
period or architectural style.

(d) Inthe case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,
the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of
the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.)

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:



"#9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall
be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size,
scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The proposed dormer in the east side of 2004 addition is a compatible and appropriate change, it will not
adversely impact the historic house, streetscape, or historic district, and it is in the keeping with the
applicable guidelines. Staff recommends approval.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with Chapter 24A-
8 (b)2:
The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural
features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and would not be
detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter,

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will
present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for
permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services
(DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at
(240) 777-6370 or online at www.permits.emontgomery.org prior to commencement of work and not more
than two weeks following completion of work.
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Cera Mcdeiros <caramedeiros@comcast net> ¢
Cara Medeiros <medeiroscara@me.com>
(No Subjact)




Cara Medeiros <caramedeiros@comcast.net> F \‘\
To: Cara Medeiros <medeiroscara@me.com>

Apnl 17, 2013 1:36 PM
(No Subject)

1 Attachment, 716 KB
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