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' HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Isiah Leggett : ‘Leslie Miles
County Executive , : Chairperson

Date: 4/11/13

MEMORANDUM

TO: Diane Schwartz Jones, Director
Department of Permitting Services

FROM: Anne Fothergil
Planner Coordin
- Historic Preservation Section-Planning Department
Maryland-NatlonaI Capital Park & Planning Commission

SUBJECT:  Historic Area Work Permit #627978

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached applicaﬁonifor a
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP) and this application was approved by the HPC on April 10, 2013.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE

TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN.

Applicant: Mark Verschell and Elizabeth Leff
Address: 7300 Baltimore Avénue, Takoma Park .

‘This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable

Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once the work is completed
the applicant will contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 to schedule a follow-up site
visit.
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Historic Preservation Commission ¢ 8787 Georgia Ave., Suite 206 ¢ Silver Spring, MD 20910 » 301/563-3400 ¢ 301/563-3412 FAX
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .
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(1)
()

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic resource
within an historic district; or

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, archltectural
or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is located
and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or

The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private utilization
of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a manner compatible
with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the historic site or historic
district in which an historic resource is located; or ‘

The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subJect property not be depnved of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardshlp, or - - — e
In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the hlstonc site or hlstorlc resource located -
within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit of the alternative

proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the permit.

©
(d)

It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1  period
or architectural style.
In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,

the commission shall'be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little Thistorical or
design significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would serlously
impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the
character of the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.)

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as bemg consistent with Chapter 24A-
8(b), (1) and (2): :

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if applicable to
‘Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to submission for the
Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that theuapplicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they propose to
make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will contact the staff
person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT
Address: 7300 Baltimore Avenue, Takoma Park Meeting Date: 4/10/2013
Resource: Outstanding Resource
Takorna Park Historic District Report Date: 4/3/2013

Applicant: Mark Verschell and Elizabeth Leff Public Notice: 3/27/13
Review: HAWP L Tax Credit: No
Case Number: 37/03-13M Staff: Karen Theimer Brown

PROPOSAL: installation of a retaining wall

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource within the Takoma Park Historic District

STYLE: Queen Anne
DATE: c. 1890-1910

PROPOSAL

The applicants are proposing to construct a flagstone retaining wall across the front of their property. The
proposed wall is approximately 55° 7” long and is interrupted by the existing staircase that leads to the front steps.
The wall will be 117 above grade in height with capstone 13 '2” wide. Construction will be dry set, although
capstone will be set with a stone adhesive. The new wall will match the stone retaining wall on the adjacent
neighboring property.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and
information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is sought would
be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement or ultimate protection
of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the purposes of this chapter.

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such conditions as -
are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this chapter, if it
finds that:




