HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Marc Elrich Karen Burditt
County Executive Chair

Date: 4/24/2025

MEMORANDUM
TO: Rabbiah Sabbakhan

Department of Permitting Services
FROM: Laura DiPasquale

Historic Preservation Section
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission
SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit #1111439— Fence installation

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application for a
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was approved at the April 23, 2025 HPC meeting.

The HPC staff has reviewed and stamped the attached submission materials.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN.

Applicant: Colleen Cordes
Address: 500 New York Avenue, Takoma Park

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once work is complete, the
applicant will contact Laura DiPasquale at 301-495-2167 or laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org to
schedule a follow-up site visit.
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mailto:laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org

Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures,
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Seeking Fence Permit Only: Fencing for deer protection, as Lyme disease is serious threat in our
deer-overrun yard. Hoping to get fence built before vegetation is so advanced this spring that it will be
too late to protect from ticks this year, and existing plantings will also be at further risk of destruction
from intense deer browsing.

The house -- circa 1948 -- is a 2-story brick Colonial with an addition on the SE side and the back that
is finished with clapboard siding made of a wood composite. Addition was permitted in 2003. The lot is
shaped like a long, narrow slice of pie, with the point at the back. There has been a 6-foot cedar fence
already down the NW side of the property, from the back point of lot out beyond the front line of house
to steep hill just above the right of way -- a length of about 177 feet. There is a 3-foot high mostly
wood-slat fence (with a little of back portion very old chain link fence) on the other (SE) side of the
property that extends from the point at the back down about 101 feet, near the property line.

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

Fencing for deer protection: We seek to build a fence -- 119 feet long -- down the other side (SE side)
and then build two short lengths from each side fence to a post next to the house, to close off the
backyard and part of the side yards. The short connecting fence from SE side fence to house will be abou
16 feet. The short fence from NW side fence to house will be about 14 feet. The fencing we propose
here won't be very visible from the street. It will be 6-feet tall Cedar fence (pickets and crossbars and top
board all of cedar, only posts mounted in ground will be pressurized wood). Pickets are about 3.5 inches
wide and about 3/4 of an inch thick. Spacing between them will be about 2.5 inches. It would replace the
shorter fence that is on that side of the backyard now, and slightly extend fencing on that side to a point in
line with the back of our new kitchen. (The new side fence will extend down the entire line of the existing
side fence (about 101 feet) and then continue on about another 18 feet from the back point -- still quite
far back on the property, as you can see from the Proposed Fence Site Plan.)
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Work Item 1:

No horizontal fencing across the width of the
property currently on either side of the house.
Three-foot high fence made of wooden slats
down the SE side (near property line with
Gelfeld-Dahlsliens, next door, at 7422 Baltimore
Avenue. The Gelfeld-Dahlslien family has agreed
it's fine for us to remove that fence and replace it
with a six-feet high cedar fence, as they too are
trying to keep deer out of their backyard and

the fencing we propose will help them do that.

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work:

See description above, in terms of where old fencing would be
removed and replaced with new 6-foot cedar fencing, and where
new 6-foot cedar fencing would be added on both sides of the
house, from post by house to fencing down sides -- thereby closing
off the back yard. These two short lengths would each include a
gate that would be 5-feet wide on the SE side of the house and
4-feet wide on the NW side of the house.

Material Specifications: Fencing would be 6-feet tall, made of
cedar pickets that are about 3.5 inches wide and about 3/4 of an
inch thick, with openings (open air) between the individual pickets
that would be about 2.5 inches wide. There would be three cedar
boards nailed across each line of about 8 feet of pickets, with a
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By Laura DiPasquale at 2:42 pm, Apr 24, 2025
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Work Item 3:

escription of Current Condition:

IProposed Work:
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By Laura DiPasquale at 2:42 pm, Apr 24, 2025
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By Laura DiPasquale at 2:42 pm, Apr 24, 2025
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TREE SURVEY — (Trees of 6 inches diameter or larger)

Please see the document named “FenceSitePlan& TreeSurvey,” See the legend there at the bottom
of that document showing the symbol for the locations of the four trees described below. (A
circle within a circle.)

Also, see that the lines marked X-X-X-X-X show where the fencing for which we are seeking
permit would be located.

There are four trees in the survey:

Tree One: Box Elder — Diameter of about two feet. Location is about 5 feet from the site of the
current 3-foot fence (where the replacement 6-foot fence is proposed). In Gelfeld-Dahlslien
neighbor’s yard. They support this fence replacement plan to reduce neighborhood deer problem.

Tree Two. Wild Cherry — Circumference of about 26 inches, location is about 6 feet from the SE
side fence.

Tree Three: Vestigial Sweet Gum (variety with very narrow canopy) — Circumference of about
30 inches, location is about 4 feet from fence down the SE side of property, and about 5 feet
away from the short length of fence with gate across from that side fence to post by house.

Tree Four: Box Elder — on the other side of the house — too far in neighbor’s property for me to
measure but looks about a foot in diameter. It is more than 30 feet from the short length of fence
on the NW side of the yard, which connects from a post by the back of the chimney block across
the yard to the long fence on that side.

APPROVED
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Text Box
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City of Takoma Park

Housing and Community Development Department

7500 Maple Avenue

Main Office 301-891-7119 Takoma Park, MD 20912

Fax 301-270-4568
www.takomaparkmd.gov

MUNICIPALITY LETTER
March 20, 2025

To: Colleen Cordes
500 New York Avenue
cordescolleen/@ gmail.com 301-585-3821

To: Department of Permitting Services

2425 Reedie Drive, 7™ floor
Wheaton, Maryland 20902

From: Planning and Development Services Division
THIS IS NOT A PERMIT - For Informational Purposes Only
VALID FOR ONE YEAR FROM DATE OF ISSUE

The property owner is responsible for obtaining all required permits from Montgomery County and the City of
Takoma Park. If this property is in the Takoma Park Historic District, it is subject to Montgomery County
Historic Preservation requirements.

Representative Name: Colleen Cordes cordescolleen@gmail.com 301-585-3821
Location of Project:  down 2/3 of one side of yard & lines across from inside each side boundary to

Proposed Scope of Wolk"€edar fence: 6-ft, all inside our property, 1 length down 2/3 of SE side of yard, 2 short lengths -
one across from that side fence to kitchen back, other closing oft other side yard.

The purpose of this municipality letter is to inform you that the City of Takoma Park has regulations and city
permit requirements that may apply to your project. This municipality letter serves as notification that, in
addition to all Montgomery County requirements, you are required to comply with all City permitting
requirements, including:

e Tree Impact Assessment/Tree Protection Plan
e Stormwater management
e City Right of Way

Failure to comply with these requirements could result in the issuance of a Stop Work Order and other
administrative actions within the provisions of the law. Details of Takoma Park’s permit requirements are
attached on page 2.

The 1ssuance of this letter does not indicate approval of the project nor does it authorize the property owner to
proceed with the project. The City retains the right to review and comment on project plans during the
Montgomery County review process.



City Of Takoma Park

The City of Takoma Park permits for the following issues:

Tree Impact Assessment/Tree Protection Plan/Tree Removal Application:

Construction activities that occur within 50 feet of any urban forest tree (7 and 5/8" in trunk diameter or greater),
located on the project property or on an adjacent property, may require a Tree Impact Assessment and possibly a
Tree Protection Plan Permit. Make sure to submit a request for a Tree Impact Assessment and schedule a site visit
with the City's Urban Forest Manager if any urban forest tree 1s in the vicinity of proposed construction activities.
See the Tree Permits section of the City website for the specific conditions in which a Tree Impact Assessment is
required. Depending on the Urban Forest Manager’s conclusion following the Tree Impact Assessment, you may
need to prepare a full Tree Protection Plan and apply for a Tree Protection Plan Permit as well. Separately, the
removal of any urban forest tree will require a Tree Removal Permit application. The tree ordinance is detailed in
the City Code, section 12.12. For permit information check: https://takomaparkmd.gov/services/permits/tree-
permits.  The  City's Urban  Forest Manager can be reached at 301-891-7612 or
urbanforestmanager(@takomaparkmd.gov

Stormwater Management:

If you plan to develop or redevelop property, you may be required to provide appropriate stormwater
management measures to control or manage runoff, as detailed in City Code section 16.04. All commercial or
institutional development in the city must apply for a Stormwater Management Permit regardless of the size of
the land disturbance. Additions or modifications to existing detached single-family residential properties do not
require a Stormwater Management permit if the project does not disturb more than 5,000 square feet of land
area. For more information visit: https://takomaparkmd.gov/government/public-works/stormwater-
management-program/. The City Engineer should be contacted to determine if a City permit 1s required. The
City Engineer can be reached at 301-891-7620.

City Right of Way:

e To place a construction dumpster or storage container temporarily on a City right of way (usually an
adjacent road), you will need to obtain a permit. A permit is not required if the dumpster is placed in a
privately-owned driveway or parking lot.

e Ifyou plan to install a new driveway apron, or enlarge or replace an existing driveway apron, you need
a Driveway Apron Permit.

e If you plan to construct a fence in the City right of way, you need to request a Fence Agreement. If
approved, the Agreement will be recorded in the Land Records of Montgomery County.

For more information and applications for City permits, see: https://takomaparkmd.gov/services/permits/ or
contact the Department of Public Works at  301-891-7633.

Failure to comply with the City’s permitting requirements could result in the issuance of a Stop Work Order and
other administrative actions within the provisions of the law.

L@;g - @a@m Colleen Cordes 03-19-2025

Key: 38bf2056622713c0bfS79ea7ee94776a

eSigned vi

Gakoma S ((/4/1(/(/7)01\,{(‘( 03_20_2025
Key: 19fe84f123e68a3ff4576219059d5fbe——F
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	Text1: Seeking Fence Permit Only: Fencing for deer protection, as Lyme disease is serious threat in our deer-overrun yard. Hoping to get fence built before vegetation is so advanced this spring that it will be too late to protect from ticks this year, and existing plantings will also be at further risk of destruction from intense deer browsing. 

The house -- circa 1948 -- is a 2-story brick Colonial with an addition on the SE side and the back that is finished with clapboard siding made of a wood composite. Addition was permitted in 2003. The lot is shaped like a long, narrow slice of pie, with the point at the back. There has been a 6-foot cedar fence already down the NW side of the property, from the back point of lot out beyond the front line of house to steep hill just above the right of way -- a length of about 177 feet. There is a 3-foot high mostly wood-slat fence (with a little of back portion very old chain link fence) on the other (SE) side of the property that extends from the point at the back down about 101 feet, near the property line.


	Text2: Fencing for deer protection: We seek to build a fence -- 119 feet long -- down the other side (SE side) and then build two short lengths from each side fence to a post next to the house, to close off the backyard and part of the side yards. The short connecting fence from SE side fence to house will be about 16 feet. The short fence from NW side fence to house will be about 14 feet. The fencing we propose here won't be very visible from the street. It will be 6-feet tall Cedar fence (pickets and crossbars and top board all of cedar, only posts mounted in ground will be pressurized wood). Pickets are about 3.5 inches wide and about 3/4 of an inch thick. Spacing between them will be about 2.5 inches. It would replace the shorter fence that is on that side of the backyard now, and slightly extend fencing on that side to a point in line with the back of our new kitchen. (The new side fence will extend down the entire line of the existing side fence (about 101 feet) and then continue on about another 18 feet from the back point -- still quite far back on the property, as you can see from the Proposed Fence Site Plan.) 
	Work Item 1: 
	undefined: 
	Description of Current Condition: No horizontal fencing across the width of the property currently on either side of the house. Three-foot high fence made of wooden slats down the SE side (near property line with Gelfeld-Dahlsliens, next door, at 7422 Baltimore Avenue. The Gelfeld-Dahlslien family has agreed it's fine for us to remove that fence and replace it with a six-feet high cedar fence, as they too are trying to keep deer out of their backyard and the fencing we propose will help them do that.

On the NW side, down the property line from the point at back down about 177 feet, near property line, there is 6-foot cedar fencing.
	Proposed Work: See description above, in terms of where old fencing would be removed and replaced with new 6-foot cedar fencing, and where new 6-foot cedar fencing would be added on both sides of the house, from post by house to fencing down sides -- thereby closing off the back yard. These two short lengths would each include a gate that would be 5-feet wide on the SE side of the house and 4-feet wide on the NW side of the house.

Material Specifications: Fencing would be 6-feet tall, made of cedar pickets that are about 3.5 inches wide and about 3/4 of an inch thick, with openings (open air) between the individual pickets that would be about 2.5 inches wide. There would be three cedar boards nailed across each line of about 8 feet of pickets, with a capping of horizontally placed cedar boards atop the entire length of the fence. The posts between the pickets would be made of pressurized pine wood that would be sunk in the ground.
	Work Item 2: 
	undefined_2: 
	Description of Current Condition_2: 
	Proposed Work_2: 
	Work Item 3: 
	undefined_3: 
	Description of Current Condition_3: 
	Proposed Work_3: 


