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  Marc Elrich  Karen Burditt 

       County Executive     Chair 

Historic Preservation Commission • 2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902 • 301/563-3400 • 301/563-3412 FAX 

Date: April 9, 2025 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  

FROM:  

SUBJECT: 

Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Department of Permitting Services 
Devon Murtha 
Historic Preservation Section 
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
Historic Area Work Permit #1111656 – Fence installation and 
tree removal

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application for a 
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was Approved by HPC Staff.    

The HPC staff has reviewed and stamped the attached submission materials. Please note that this approval is for  
fence installation and tree removal only, and does not extend to alterations to the shed. 

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE 
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR 
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN. 

Applicant: Marcell DuPraw
Address: 521 Albany Avenue, Takoma Park, MD  

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable 
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must 
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once work is complete, 
the applicant will contact Devon Murtha at 301-495-1328 or devon.murtha@montgomeryplanning.org to 
schedule a follow-up site visit.  

mailto:devon.murtha@montgomeryplanning.org


HAWP #:  at: 

submitted on: 

has been reviewed and determined that the proposal fits into the following category/categories:

Staff finds the proposal complies with Chapter 24A, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation, and any additional requisite guidance.  Under the authority of COMCOR No. 
24A.04.01, this HAWP is approved by 				   on       .  The approval memo 
and stamped drawings follow.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

    

Historic Preservation Commission • 2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902 • 301/563-3400 • 301/563-3412 FAX

Repair or replacement of a masonry foundation with 
new masonry materials that closely match the original in 
appearance;

Installation of vents or venting pipes in locations not 
visible from the public right-of-way;

New gutters and downspouts;
Removal of vinyl, aluminum, asbestos, or other artificial 

siding when the original siding is to be repaired and/or replaced 
in kind;

Removal of accessory buildings that are not original to 
the site or non-historic construction;

Repair or replacement of missing or deteriorated 
architectural details such as trim or other millwork, stairs or 
stoops, porch decking or ceilings, columns, railings, balusters, 
brackets shutters, etc., with new materials that match the old 
in design, texture, visual characteristics, and, where possible 
materials, so long as the applicant is able to provide one extant 
example, photographic evidence, or physical evidence that serves 
as the basis for the work proposed;

Construction of wooden decks that are at the rear of a 
structure and are not visible from a public right-of-way;

Roof replacement with -compatible roofing materials, or 
with architectural shingles replacing 3-Tab asphalt shingles;

Installation of storm windows or doors that are 
compatible with the historic resource or district;

Repair, replacement or installation of foundation-level 
doors, windows, window wells, and areaways, or foundation 
vents, venting pipes, or exterior grills that do not alter the 
character-defining features and/or the historic character of the 
resource;

Construction of fences that are compatible with the 
historic site or district in material, height, location, and design; 

         Fence is lower than 48” in front of rear wall plane;

Construction of walkways, parking pads, patios, 
driveways, or other paved areas that are not visible from a public 
right-of-way and measure no more than 150 square feet in size;

Replacement of existing walkways, parking pads, 
patios, driveways, or other paved areas with materials that are 
compatible with the visual character of the historic site and 
district and that are no greater than the dimensions of the 
existing hardscape;

Construction of small accessory buildings no larger 
than 250 square feet in size that are not visible from the public 
right-of-way;

Installations of skylights on the rear of a structure that 
will not be visible from the public right-of-way, and would not 
remove or alter character-defining roof materials;

Installation of solar panels and arrays in locations that 
are not readily visible from the public right-of-way or that are 
designed so as to have a minimal impact on the historic resource 
or the historic district (e.g., systems that are ground-mounted in 
areas other than the front or side yard of a corner lot, located on 
accessory or outbuildings, on non-historic additions, or on rear 
facing roof planes); 

Installation of car charging stations in any location on a 
property or in the right-of-way;
Installation of satellite dishes; 

Removal of trees greater than 6” in diameter (d.b.h.) 
that are dead, dying, or present an immediate hazard.  

Removal of trees greater than 6” in diameter (d.b.h.) 
in the rear of the property that will not impact the overall tree 
canopy of the surrounding district or historic site; 

               Replacement tree required as a condition; and,
Other minor alterations that may be required by the 

Department of Permitting Services post-Commission approval 
that would have no material effect on the historic character of the 
property.



APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
301.563.3400

APPLICANT:

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________ 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Tax Account No.: _________________________ 

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________ 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Contractor Registration No.: _______________ 

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE: MIHP # of Historic Property___________________________

Is the Property Located within an Historic District? 

Is there an Historic Preservation/Land Trust/Environmental Easement on the Property? If YES, include a 
map of the easement, and documentation from the Easement Holder supporting this application.

Are other Planning and/or Hearing Examiner Approvals /Reviews Required as part of this Application? 
(Conditional Use, Variance, Record Plat, etc.?) If YES, include information on these reviews as 
supplemental information. 

Building Number: ________________ Street: ______________________________________________ 

Town/City: __________________________ Nearest Cross Street: __________________________________ 

Lot: ____________ Block: ___________ Subdivision: _______ Parcel: _____

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED: See the checklist on Page 4 to verify that all supporting items 
for  proposed work are submitted with this application. Incomplete Applications will not 
be accepted for review. Check all that apply:
� New Construction
� Addition
� Demolition
� Grading/Excavation

� Deck/Porch
� Fence
� Hardscape/Landscape
� Roof

� Shed/Garage/Accessory Structure
� Solar
� Tree removal/planting
� Window/Door
� Other:__________________

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct
and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all necessary
agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized agent Date

For Staff only:
HAWP#______________
Date assigned_______

__Yes/District Name_________________
__No/Individual Site Name_________________





Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

Devon Murtha
Reviewed

Devon Murtha
HPC Approval Stamp



Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 2:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Devon Murtha
Reviewed

Devon Murtha
HPC Approval Stamp



HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 
CHECKLIST OF 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Required 
Attachments 

Proposed 
Work 

I. Written
Description

2. Site Plan 3. Plans/ 
Elevations

4. Material 
Specifications 

5. Photographs 6. Tree Survey 7. Property
Owner 
Addresses

New 
Construction * * * * * * * 

Additions/ 
Alterations * * * * * * * 

Demolition * * * * * 

Deck/Porch * * * * * 
* 

* 

Fence/Wall * * * * * * * 

Driveway/ 
Parking Area * * * * * * 

Grading/Exc
avation/Land
scaing 

* * * * * * 

Tree Removal * * * * * * 

Siding/ Roof 
Changes * * * * * * 

Window/ 
Door Changes * * * * * * 

Masonry 
Repair/ 
Repoint 

* * * * * * 

Signs * * * * * * 

Devon Murtha
Reviewed

Devon Murtha
HPC Approval Stamp



8-Sedum ternatum

9-Rudbeckia fulgida var. Deamii

7-Solidago sphacelata 'Golden Fleece'

8-Muhlenbergia capillaris

12-Carex appalachica

8-Asclepias tuberosa

9-Rudbeckia fulgida var. Deamii

8-Muhlenbergia capillaris

5-Panicum virgatum 'Shenandoah'

7-Solidago sphacelata 'Golden Fleece'

6-Asclepias tuberosa

5-Solidago sphacelata 'Golden Fleece'

5-Solidago sphacelata 'Golden Fleece'

7-Eragrostis spectabilis

5-Solidago sphacelata 'Golden Fleece'

7-Eragrostis spectabilis

3-Solidago sphacelata 'Golden Fleece'

8-Eragrostis spectabilis

6-Eragrostis spectabilis

8-Eragrostis spectabilis

19-Eragrostis spectabilis

7-Eragrostis spectabilis

4-Solidago rugosa 'Fireworks'

3-Solidago odora

3-Solidago caesia

3-Phlox subulata

3-Phlox subulata

1-Hamamelis virginiana

1-Syringa pubescens 'Miss Kim'

1-Syringa pubescens 'Miss Kim'

1-Prunus laurocerasus 'Schipkaensis'

4-Prunus laurocerasus 'Schipkaensis'

5-Itea virginica 'Henry's Garnet'

1-Hamamelis virginiana

2-Syringa pubescens 'Miss Kim'

1-Asimina triloba

1-Asimina triloba

1-Nyssa sylvatica

2-Cornus florida

3-Cryptomeria japonica 'Yoshino'
residence
521 Albany Avenue
Takoma Park, MD

porch

driveway

parking area

walk

turn around

walk

porch

zinnias

Devon Murtha
Reviewed

Devon Murtha
HPC Approval Stamp



1-Cornus florida

1-Acer rubrum

1-Cornus florida

1-Quercus phellos
2-Camellia sasanqua

4-Viburnum awabuki 'Chindo'

1-Viburnum dentatum

1-Lindera benzoin

1-Lindera benzoin

1-Hamamelis virginiana

7-Clethra alnifolia 'Hummingbird'

4-Vaccinium corymbosum

1-Hamamelis virginiana

1-Hydrangea quercifolia 'Pee Wee'

1-Pyracantha 'Mohave'

1-Pyracantha 'Mohave'

1-Viburnum dentatum

2-Hydrangea macrophylla 'Endless Summer'

18-Chrysogonum virginianum

40-Tiarella cordifolia

3-Chrysogonum virginianum

3-Solidago caesia

5-Chrysogonum virginianum

5-Solidago caesia

7-Sedum ternatum

3-Chrysogonum virginianum

20-Polystichum acrostichoides

7-Aster divaricatus

8-Chrysogonum virginianum

8-Heuchera villosa

5-Heuchera villosa

8-Geranium maculatum

8-Chrysogonum virginianum

11-Aster divaricatus

4-Rudbeckia fulgida var fulgida

10-Solidago sphacelata 'Golden Fleece'

36-Sedum ternatum

3-Solidago rugosa 'Fireworks'

3-Solidago rugosa 'Fireworks'

3-Aster oblongifolius 'October Skies'

3-Aster oblongifolius 'October Skies'

21-Chrysogonum virginianum

4-Chrysogonum virginianum

4-Chrysogonum virginianum

add windows 
for lap pool

swing

path

walk

lawn

dry creek bed

utility pole

cafe table and chairs

bench

gate

521 Albany Avenue
Takoma Park, MD

wedding arch

Devon Murtha
Reviewed

Devon Murtha
HPC Approval Stamp
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From: Online Customer Service Center
To: MARCIDUPRAW@GMAIL.COM
Subject: Tree Removal Request :: W012788-033125 - Permit Notice
Date: Friday, April 4, 2025 11:47:05 AM

04/04/2025                         Permit Number: W012788-033125

 
Marcelle DuPraw
521 Albany Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Re: Tree Removal Application at:
521 Albany Ave
Takoma Park MD 20912
 

Dear Marcelle DuPraw:
A permit has been granted to remove the following tree from your property.  This email is
your permit. 
 
Tree Type: UNKNOWN
Trunk Diameter: 10.5 inches
Tree Location Relative to House: BACK RIGHT
Determination: The tree has been determined to be dead and/or hazardous.
 
Assessment Notes: 
Stone dead 15 foot stump.
 
 
 
Please follow the link below to find a template notice of tree removal.  Please print this, fill in
the required information, and post in your front window or yard with the permit number noted.
 
https://documents.takomaparkmd.gov/government/public-works/Trees/Dead-
Hazardous%20Permitted%20Tree%20Removal%20Notice%205.6.2022.pdf
 
Note that because this tree has been determined to be dead and/or hazardous a replacement
tree planting is not required as a condition for receiving a permit.  However, we always
encourage property owners to plant trees to maintain the urban forest canopy whenever
possible.
 
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP)
The City of Takoma Park has notified the Montgomery County Historic Preservation office of
the dead/hazardous status of this tree and you will not need to apply separately for a Historic
Area Work Permit for this particular tree.  If you have also applied for a permit to remove a
tree that was not determined to be dead or hazardous, you will need to apply for a HAWP for

mailto:TakomaParkMD@mycusthelp.com
mailto:MARCIDUPRAW@GMAIL.COM
https://takomaparkmd.mycusthelpadmin.com/WEBAPP/ZAdmin/Setup/https://takomaparkmd.mycusthelp.com/WEBAPP/_rs/CustomerIssues.aspx
https://documents.takomaparkmd.gov/government/public-works/Trees/Dead-Hazardous%20Permitted%20Tree%20Removal%20Notice%205.6.2022.pdf
https://documents.takomaparkmd.gov/government/public-works/Trees/Dead-Hazardous%20Permitted%20Tree%20Removal%20Notice%205.6.2022.pdf
Devon Murtha
Reviewed

Devon Murtha
HPC Approval Stamp
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03-20-2025Marcelle	Elise	DuPraw

03-20-2025

Devon Murtha
Reviewed

Devon Murtha
HPC Approval Stamp


	HAWP: 1111656
	Date assigned: 
	Name: Marcelle DuPraw
	Email: marcidupraw@gmail.com
	City: Takoma Park
	Zip: 20912
	Daytime Phone: 571-251-2721
	Tax Account No: 01652916
	Name_2: Will Allen-DuPraw (son)
	Email_2: wallendupraw@gmail.com
	Address_2: 521 Albany Ave.
	City_2: Takoma Park
	Zip_2: 20912
	Daytime Phone_2: 202-680-8619
	Contractor Registration No: 
	LOCATION OF BUILDINGPREMISE MIHP  of Historic Property: 37-03
	YesDistrict Name: Takoma Park Historic District
	NoIndividual Site Name: 
	Building Number: 521
	Street: Albany Ave
	TownCity: Takoma Park
	Nearest Cross Street: 
	Lot: 
	Block: 
	Subdivision: 
	Parcel: 
	Other: repair masonry steps to sidewalk
	Date: 04/02/25
	Signature1_es_:signer:signature: Marcelle E. DuPraw
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Off
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Check Box8: Yes
	Check Box9: Yes
	Check Box10: Off
	Check Box11: Off
	Check Box12: Off
	Check Box13: Yes
	Check Box14: Off
	Check Box15: Yes
	Work Item 1: Fence back yard
	undefined: 
	Description of Current Condition: Open back yard with different types of fencing on 3 sides (cyclone, deer, and wire). 
	Proposed Work: Construct 6 foot cedar privacy fence on all 4 sides, with single gate (about 42" wide). Cedar oriented vertically. 
	Work Item 2: Update landscaping
	undefined_2: 
	Description of Current Condition_2: Modest lawn, front and back. Mature oaks. Overgrown beds. Slope from front lawn to street contains sparse vegetation. Masonry steps down to sidewalk needs patching / renewal.
	Proposed Work_2: See attached landscape design by Stadler Nurseries personnel. Trees to be added. One dead tree at back of property to be removed as well as one young volunteer magnolia that came up too close to garage structure. A struggling dogwood next to driveway may also be removed, depending on arborist guidance. (Those 3 are covered by tree removal permit application with Takoma Park.) There is also a woody plant near the end of the driveway, a bush honeysuckle (invasive shrub) that will be removed but am told it does not require a tree permit. Garden beds to be constructed; shrubs, flowers, and grasses to be planted front and back. Masonry steps will be patched/renewed.
	Work Item 3: 
	undefined_3: 
	Description of Current Condition_3: 
	Proposed Work_3: 
	Text1: Single family residence overlooking Belle Ziegler Park. 2.5 story home built in early 1900s. Front porch runs the width of the home and overlooks a small front yard, with flat lawn and then hillside sloping down to the street. Masonry stairs from sidewalk through middle of front yard up to wooden front porch stairs. Freestanding 2-car garage (shown as "shed" on survey). Brick driveway slants upward to garage, with gravel and brick turn-around in front of garage. Large backyard with various kinds of existing fencing on 3 sides (cyclone, deer fencing, wire fence). 

Sketches attached (Image A is the current front yard; Image B is the current back yard; Image C is those 2 taped together.)

Photos attached (numbered 1-10) show current back yard (standing in back yard, looking at house is Photo 1; remaining photos numbered in sequence, assuming you are turning counter-clockwise. 

Photos attached shows image of fence I plan to have built (Image 11) and gate style (Image 12).
	Text2: Seeking to enclose back yard with 6-foot cedar fence on all 4 sides and then to update landscaping throughout property. Cedar boards to be oriented vertically. Top edge of fence will be finished off with flat cedar board. Fence will come up to front left edge of garage (if standing on back porch facing back yard) and closes perimeter at back right corner of garage. 

Gate will be located on the side of the fence facing driveway, starting about 6 feet from front edge of garage; will be single gate (about 42" wide). Survey attached shows 2-D property layout and proposed fence location. All trees shown in current back yard on attached Photos 1-10 are anticipated to be enclosed within new fence, except two that will be removed (one is dead and one is young volunteer magnolia that came up too close to the garage and will interfere with garage structure). A 3rd tree (struggling dogwood along driveway) may be removed as well, depending on arborist guidance. Per attached landscape design done by Lisa Caprioglio (Stadler Nurseries) many more trees will be planted than removed. Photos 11 and 12 attached show proposed fence and gate styles respectively. Masonry steps to sidewalk will be patched / renewed.
	Owners mailing address: 521 Albany Ave.
Takoma Park, MD
20912
	Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addressesRow1: Confronting property = Belle Ziegler Park
	Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addressesRow1_2: 7420 Buffalo Ave., Takoma Park, MD, 20912
	Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addressesRow2: 525 Albany Ave., Takoma Park, MD, 20912
	Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addressesRow2_2: 7422 Buffalo Ave., Takoma Park, MD, 20912
	Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addressesRow3: 517 Albany Ave., Takoma Park, MD, 20912
	Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addressesRow3_2: 7607 Takoma Ave., Takoma Park, MD, 20912

	Ower's Agent: Same
	District Yes: x
	District No: 
	HAWP #: 1111656
	Address: 521 Albany Ave, Takoma Park
	Submission Date: 4/2/2025
	Check Box 20: Off
	Check Box 21: Off
	Check Box 22: Off
	Check Box 23: Off
	Check Box 24: Off
	Check Box 25: Off
	Check Box 26: Off
	Check Box 27: Off
	Check Box 28: Off
	Check Box 29: Off
	Check Box 30: Yes
	Check Box 31: Off
	Check Box 32: Off
	Check Box 33: Off
	Check Box 34: Off
	Check Box 35: Off
	Check Box 36: Off
	Check Box 37: Off
	Check Box 38: Yes
	Check Box 39: Off
	Check Box 40: Off
	Check Box 41: Off
	Approval Date: 4/9/2025


