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Date: June 12, 2025 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  

FROM:  

SUBJECT: 

Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Department of Permitting Services 
Devon Murtha
Historic Preservation Section 
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
Historic Area Work Permit #1117840 – Fence installation

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application for a 
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was Approved at the July 11, 2025 HPC meeting. The 
application was approved with one (1) condition:

1. The applicant must provide details regarding the materials and depths of the footings for the fence posts. 

The HPC staff has reviewed and stamped the attached submission materials. 

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE 
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR 
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN. 

Applicant: Elliot Schwartz 
Address: 7103 Cedar Avenue, Takoma Park

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable 
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must 
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once work is complete, the 
applicant will contact Devon Murtha at 301-495-1328 or devon.murtha@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a 
follow-up site visit.  

mailto:devon.murtha@montgomeryplanning.org


Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:
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Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 2:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:
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HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 
CHECKLIST OF 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Required 
Attachments 

Proposed 
Work 

I. Written
Description

2. Site Plan 3. Plans/ 
Elevations

4. Material 
Specifications 

5. Photographs 6. Tree Survey 7. Property
Owner 
Addresses

New 
Construction * * * * * * * 

Additions/ 
Alterations * * * * * * * 

Demolition * * * * * 

Deck/Porch * * * * * 
* 

* 

Fence/Wall * * * * * * * 

Driveway/ 
Parking Area * * * * * * 

Grading/Exc
avation/Land
scaing 

* * * * * * 

Tree Removal * * * * * * 

Siding/ Roof 
Changes * * * * * * 

Window/ 
Door Changes * * * * * * 

Masonry 
Repair/ 
Repoint 

* * * * * * 

Signs * * * * * * 
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	ADP5ED6.tmp
	STYLE: Second Empire (Duplex)

	I.A - 7818 Overhill Road, Bethesda - 1111949.pdf
	STYLE: Colonial Revival


	Text1: Our house at 7103 Cedar Avenue, Takoma Park is a “contributing resource” within the Takoma Park Historic District. The property is one half of a red-brick duplex. The view of our yard from the Cedar Avenue public right-of-way is completely unimpeded in the front and along the right side of the house, continuing into the back.  The lot (28’x200’) is slightly smaller than most neighbors partly because the house is half of a duplex, with restricted yard space. 

The house sits close to Eastern Ave. and the Takoma Metro. The front yard is landscaped with flowers and shrubs, no grass lawn.  The rear of the property is landscaped with grass and flower beds.  There are no trees on the property.
	Text2: We propose to replace a dilapidated fence at the back of the property. The proposed new fence would be flat vertical wooden board, six feet in height and 27 feet in width, and would align with a similar existing fence visible in the yard of our neighbor at 7101 Cedar Ave, although that fence may belong to the property immediately behind on Maple Ave.  Inside the new wooden fence, we would add an 8’ high deer fence (plastic mesh) to prevent animals from entering our yard from Maple Ave. 

Fence/gate perpendicular to our house:   We propose to replace an existing chain-link gate/fence that is setback 85 feet from the right-of-way, and abuts a similar gate/fence of our neighbor at 7101 Cedar Ave. The new replacement would be a deer fence 8’ in height and 7.5 feet in length, the same length as the existing gate/fence.  Although visible from the right-of-way, the setback is considerable.  The gate/fence would be constructed of plastic mesh to match our neighbor’s proposed deer fence. Taken together, our neighbor’s proposed fence and our proposed gate and fence would create an enclosure of the two properties against deer, which is needed to mitigate the escalating destruction of landscaping and the health and safety risks posed by deer in our neighborhood. 

	Work Item 1: Rear fence
	undefined: 
	Description of Current Condition: The current fence at the rear of our property is in very poor condition.  It is a combination of chain link and lattice boards strapped to the chain-link portion.
	Proposed Work: Remove the existing fence and re-place it with six-foot high vertical board. The fence would be 27 feet in length to match the width of the property at that point.  In addition, an 8 foot high plastic mesh deer fence will be installed directly inside the new wooden fence.
	Work Item 2: Gate/Fence 
	undefined_2: 
	Description of Current Condition_2: An existing chain-link gate/fence stands perpendicular to the exterior end of our house. It is setback 85 feet from the right-of-way at Cedar Ave. The gate and fence extend roughly 7.5 feet from the house and meets a similar gate and fence belonging to our neighbor at 7101 Cedar Ave.
	Proposed Work_2: We propose to replace the existing chain-link gate/fence. The new replacement would be a deer fence 8’ in height and 7.5 feet in length, the same length as the existing gate/fence.  Although visible from the right-of-way, the setback is considerable. The gate/fence would be constructed of plastic mesh to match our neighbor’s proposed deer fence. Taken together, our neighbor’s proposed fence and our proposed gate and fence would create an enclosure of the two properties against deer, which is needed to mitigate the escalating destruction of landscaping and the health and safety risks posed by deer in our neighborhood. 
	Work Item 3: 
	undefined_3: 
	Description of Current Condition_3: 
	Proposed Work_3: 


