HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Marec Elrich Karen Burditt
County Executive Chair

October 23, 2025

MEMORANDUM
TO: Rabbiah Sabbakhan

Department of Permitting Services
FROM: Laura DiPasquale

Historic Preservation Section
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission

SUBIJECT: Historic Area Work Permit #1135035 — Partial demolition, porch construction, fenestration and
siding alterations, other alterations

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached applications for a
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was approved at the October 22, 2025 HPC meeting.

The HPC staff has reviewed and stamped the attached submission materials.

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN.

Applicant: Shanna and Michael Hirsch; Wakako Tokunaga, Architect
Address: 507 Albany Avenue, Takoma Park

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once work is complete,
the applicant will contact Laura DiPasquale at 301-495-2167 or laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org to
schedule a follow-up site visit.
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FOR STAFF ONLY:
HAWP# 1135035

y \1_-\ APPL[CAT[ON FOR DATE ASSIGNED
’ . HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301.563.3400

APPLICANT:

Name: Snanna and Michael Hirsch E.mail. Shanna.hirsch@gmail.com
adaress: 207 Albany Ave ciy: Takoma Park 20912

615-517-1147

Daytime Phone: Tax Account No.:

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: Wakako Tokunaga- WAK TOK architects E-mall: info @Wak-tOk. com

adaress: 209 Albany Ave ciy: Tekoma Park . 20912
202-320-3867

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE: MIHP # of Historic Property

Daytime Phone: Contractor Registration No.:

Is the Property Located within an Historic District? XYes/District Name Takoma Park

__No/Individual Site Name
Is there an Historic Preservation/Land Trust/Environmental Easement on the Property? If YES, include a
map of the easement, and documentation from the Easement Holder supporting this application.

Are other Planning and/or Hearing Examiner Approvals /Reviews Required as part of this Application?
(Conditional Use, Variance, Record Plat, etc.?) If YES, include information on these reviews as
supplemental information.

Building Number: 20 7 sweet: AlDANY Avenue
Town/City: Takoma Park Nearest Cross Street: BUffalo Avenue
Lot: 23 Block: 75 0025 _ . 0000

Subdivision:

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED: See the checklist on Page 4 to verify that all supporting items
for proposed work are submitted with this application. Incomplete Applications will not

be accepted for review. Check all that apply: [] Shed/Garage/Accessory Structure
] New Construction [O] Deck/Porch [] Solar

] Addition ] Fence [] Tree removal/planting

[o] Demolition ] Hardscape/Landscape [O] Window/Door

[l Grading/Excavation [ |  Roof [] Other:

I hereby certify that | have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct

and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all nhecessary

agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.
A== 10.01.2025

'V,

Signature of o@er or authorized agent Date




Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures,
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

This application proposes exterior alterations to the residence at 507 Albany Avenue, a
non-contributing resource constructed in the 1980s. Its non-contributing status allows for substantial
alteration without negatively affecting the historic character of the district. The house sits significantly
farther back from both the street and its neighboring homes.

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

The existing porch will be removed and replaced with a new porch. The proposed porch has been
designed to remain in scale with the existing house and is proportionate to its overall form and massing.
Importantly, because the house sits significantly farther back from both the street and its neighboring
homes, the porch will not intrude visually into the streetscape. Instead, it will provide a modest,
well-proportioned entry element that enhances the appearance of the residence while maintaining
compatibility with the district. All existing windows will be replaced with new units that maintain the
current size of the openings. Existing siding will be replaced with new siding, ensuring no change to the
scale or massing of the structure. Existing gutters and downspouts will be replaced, ensuring no change
to the scale or massing of the structure.

APPROVED
REVIEWED Montgomery County

By Laura DIPasquale at 9:10 am, Oct 23, 2025

Historic Preservation Commission
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Work Ttem 1: NEW Front Porch

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work:

The current front porch is deteriorated and in | The existing porch will be removed and replaced
need of replacement. The railings and steps | with a new porch. The proposed design has been
are in poor condition, and the structure as a | carefully scaled to complement the proportions of
whole is dilapidated and falling apart. the house and remain consistent with its overall form
and massing. The new porch will feature a rebuilt
roof, wood decking, wood railing, and new siding to
provide a cohesive and updated appearance.

Work Item 2:

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work:

APPROVED

Montgomery County

REVIEWED Historic Preservation Commission

By Laura DIPasquale at 9:11 am, Oct 23, 2025

Work Item 3:

escription of Current Condition: IProposed Work:



Laura.DiPasquale
Approval stamp - Burditt

Laura.DiPasquale
Reviewed


507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025
WAK TOK architects

This application proposes exterior alterations to the residence at 507 Albany Avenue, a non-
contributing resource constructed in the 1980s. Its non-contributing status allows for substantial
alteration without negatively affecting the historic character of the district.

Scope of Work

New Front Porch: The existing porch will be removed and replaced with a new porch. The proposed
porch has been designed to remain in scale with the existing house and is proportionate to its
overall form and massing. Importantly, because the house sits significantly farther back from both
the street and its neighboring homes, the porch will not intrude visually into the streetscape. Instead,
it will provide a modest, well-proportioned entry element that enhances the appearance of the
residence while maintaining compatibility with the district.

Replacement Windows: All existing windows will be replaced with new units that maintain the
current size of the openings.

Siding: Existing siding will be replaced with new siding, ensuring no change to the scale or massing
of the structure.

Gutters and Downspouts: Existing gutters and downspouts will be replaced, ensuring no change to
the scale or massing of the structure.

Response to Preliminary Review Comments

The Historic Preservation Commission staff has noted support for the replacement of the windows,
siding, gutters, and downspouts, and confirmed that the removal of the existing porch is a matter of
course. The small roof over the areaway has also been deemed appropriate and is included in this
application.

The principal review question relates to the impact of the new porch on the surrounding district. To
address this:

- The porch has been designed to remain fully in scale with the existing structure.

- The property has a notably deeper setback than adjacent homes, and as a result, the porch sits
well behind neighboring residences. This minimizes any potential visual prominence and ensures the
design has little impact on the rhythm of the streetscape.

- A streetscape study, provided in both plan and elevation, demonstrates that the new porch aligns
respectfully within the context of the block.

Materials
This application includes specifications for: proposed siding, windows, gutters and downspouts,
porch foundation/wall materials, porch structure, and porch flooring.

Site

No other exterior changes are proposed. No trees will be removed as part of this project, and a
Tree Protection Plan will be submitted in coordination with the County’s requirements, following the
recommendations of the project arborist. The existing roof will not be modified. A portion of the
current driveway will be filled, and stone pavers will be installed in place of the existing concrete
pad to serve as a landing for the new front steps.

APPROVED

REVIEWED

By Laura DIPasquale at 9:11 am, Oct 23, 2025

Montgomery County

Historic Preservation Commission
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STREETSCAPE STUDY | PLAN

Proposed

Existing

/

REVIEWED

By Laura DIPasquale at 9:11 am, Oct 23, 2025

APPROVED

Montgomery County

Historic Preservation Commission
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APPROVED
REVIEWED Montgomery County

By Laura DIPasquale at 9:11 am, Oct 23, 2025 . . . ..
y 5 Historic Preservation Commission
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REVIEWED APPROVED

By Laura DIPasquale at 9:11 am, Oct 23, 2025 Montgomery County

Historic Preservation Commission
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PROPOSED | SITE PLAN

CONTACT INFORMATION

LIST OF DRAWINGS

OWNER:

SHANNA AND MICHAEL HIRSCH
507 ALBANY AVENUE

‘TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

ARCHITECT:

WAKAKO TOKUNAGA
WAK TOK ARCHITECTS
509 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, D 20912

TEL: 202 320 3867
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By Laura DIPasquale at 9:11 am, Oct 23, 2025

APPROVED

Montgomery County

PROJECT NAME: 507 ALBANY

PROJECT ADDRESS: 507 ALBANY AVE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

BLOCK: 75

Lo: 2

PLAT:

PROPOSED PROJECT: RENOVATION

ZONING: R-60

LOT AREA:
PROVIDED 11,094 SF

BUILDING HEIGHT:
MAX ALLOWABLE: 35
PROVIDED: - EXISTING TO REMAIN

LOT OCCUPANCY:
MAX ALLOWABLE: 0%
PROVIDED: 215%

SET BACK: REQUIRED PROVIDED
FRONT: 2' ]
REAR: 20 58.4'

SIDE: 3 1075
SUM OF SIDE: 18 19

BUILDING CODE EDITION:

IRC 2018

MBRC MARYLAND BUILDING REHAB CODE
NFPA NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE 2017
WSSC PLUMBING CODE

USE GROUP: DETACHED SINGLE FAMILY

507 ALBANY AVE, TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

o0/ ALBANY AVE

RENOVATION

REVIEW -

PERMIT _

CD

DESIGN PARAMETERS

GROUND SNOW LOAD: 30 PSF (L4 KNIM"2)
WIND SPEED: 115 MPH (145KMHR)
SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORY: B

WINTER DESIGN TEMP: 13 DEGREE F (106 C)

ICE SHIELD UNDERLAYMENT: REQUIRED

FLOOD HAZARDS: JULY 2,1979

AIR FREEZING INDEX: 300

MEAN ANNUAL TEMP: 55 DEGREES F (12.8C)
FROST LINE DEPTH:

SUBJECT TO DAMAGE FROM

WEATHERING - SEVERE
TERMITE - MODERATE TO HEAVY
DECAY - SLIGHT TO MODERATE
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SPECIFICATIONS AND NOTES

SIDING 1:HARIDEPLANK LAP SIDING OR EQ. (COLOR TBD) REVIEWED
SIDING 2:HARIDE SHINGLE SIDING OR EQ. (COLOR TBD) .
SIDING 3:HARIDE SHINGLE SIDING OR EQ. (COLOR TBD) By Laura DIPasquale at 9:13 am, Oct 23, 2025
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Wakako tokunaga architecture

509 albany avenue

. N
1. [REE PROTECTIO NOTES: takoma park, md 20912
EXISTING TREES DESIGNATED ON THE TREE PROTECTION PLAN AS TREE NUMBER #1 (ONE) THROUGH #3 (THREE) ARE TO BE PROTECTED ~  TREE PROTECTION FENGING NUST BE INSTALLED AT A MINMUM RADIUS OF THE 202 320 3867
DURING CONSTRUCTION IN' ACCORDANGE WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS LISTED. CRITICAL ROOT ZONE.
A APPROVED FENCING (MIN 48" HIGH) SHALL BE PLACED AS CLOSE AS POSSIBLE TO THE CRITICAL ROOT ZONE OF ALL TREES OR TREE —  NO EQUIPMENT SHALL OPERATE INSIDE THE PROTECTIVE FENCING INCLUDING DURING

GROUPS TO REMAN. FENCE INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL.
B. PARKING OF VEHICLES OR THE PERFORMANCE OF ANY WORK WITHIN THESE DESIGNATED AREAS OTHER THAN THAT SHOWN ~  SEE SITE PREPARATION PLAN  FOR ANY NODIFICATIONS WITH THE TREE PROTECTION

SPECIFICALLY ON THE PLAN, WILL NOT BE PERMITTED. AREA.

~  THE TREE PROTECTION FENCING MUST REMAIN IN PLACE FOR THE DURATION OF THE
C. THE TREE PROTECTION FENCING SHALL REMAIN IN PLAGE ALL TIMES DURING CONSTRUCTION Y o ARGOR oy
D. OTHER TREE PROTECTION MEASURES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CITY OF TAKOMA PARK ORDINANCES AND STANDARDS.
N N e W NANCES AND. STAN ~ APPROVED IMPACT PROTECTION DEVICES MUST BE REMOVED AFTER CONSTRUCTION
E. DISPOSAL OF ANY WASTE MATERIAL SUCH AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TD, PANT, ASPHALT, OIL SOLVENTS, CONCRETE, MORTAR, ETC. WHEN APPLICABLE.
THN THE CANOPY AREA OF THE EXISTING TREES BEING PROTECTED BY SUCH FENCING SHALL NOT BE ALLOWED.
W N N N N N " ~ SIGNS SHALL BE PLACED AT 50' MAXIMUM INTERVALS. PLACE A SIGN AT EACH END

STORAGE ON EXISTING
DRIVEWAY /

TREE I?ROTECTION
FENCING: *SEE 2/T001 FOR
/ DETAIL
509 ALBANY AVE

LOT 24

PROPOSED | TREE PROTECTION PLAN

F. NO ATTACHMENTS OR WRES OF ANY KIND, OTHER THAN THOSE OF PROTECTIVE NATURE, SHALL BE ATTACHED TO ANY PROTECTED OF LINEAR TREE PROTECTION AND 50" ON CENTER FOR THE REMAINDER.
TREES.
~ FOR TREE PROTECTION AREAS LESS THAN 200" IN PERMETER, PROVIDE NO LESS THAN
G. NO FILL OR EXCAVATION OF ANY NATURE SHALL OCCUR WITHIN THE TREE PROTECTION AREAS UNLESS SPECIFICALLY SHOWN ON THE ONE SIGN PER PROTECTED AREA.
APPROVED CONSTRUCTION OR GRADING PLAN
—  ATTACH SIGNS SECURELY TD FENCE POSTS AND FABRIC.
—— H. NO MATERIALS SHALL BE STORED WITHIN THE DESIGNATED TREE PROTECTION AREA. _ ADDITIONAL SIGNS WAY BE REQUIED BASED ON ACTUAL FIELD CONDITIONS ~
\‘ ‘ I TREE PROTECTION DEVICES SHALL BE PLACED WHERE INDICATED ON THE PLAN. — SoNS ARE T0 B HADE OF DURABLE, WEATHERPROOF NATERIAL WTH LETTERS A >
PROPERTY LINE | | 2. EXCAVATION MINMUM OF 3" HIGH, CLEARLY LEGIBLE. g
| —PROPERTY LINE
EX. WD FENCE AND GATE | A ALL ROOTS ENCOUNTERED IN THE EXCAVATION AREA SHALL BE PRUNED MANUALLY, BY HAND, WITH A SHARP SW OR PRUNING TREE PROTECTION NOTES: =
" | SHEAR TO INSURE A CLEAN CUT AT THE WALL OF THE EXCAVATION. EFFORTS SHALL BE MADE TD MINIMIZE OVER DIG IN CRITICAL
507 ALBANY AVE —EX. WD FENCE AND GATE AREAS. (RODTS LARGER THAN 1.5" DIA.) EXCAVATION FOR PIER FOOTINGS: =
| -
| B, ALL EXCAVATIONS IN THE TREE PROTECTION AREA SHALL BE BACKFILLED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE AND SHALL NOT BE LEFT OPEN ALL EXCAVATION WITHIN THE TREE PROTECTION ZONE SHALL BE COMPLETED BY HAND. > N
L0T 23 / LONGER THAN NECESSARY FOR THE INTENDED CONSTRUCTIONS EXCAVATION SHALL PROCEED CAREFULLY TO_AVOID DAMAGE TO EXISTNG ROOTS. ANY ROOTS Dﬁ
/ | CREATER THAN 2° DIAMETER ENCOUNTERED SHALL BE PRESERVED IN PLACE WHERE <
/ | 3. CRITICAL AREA PROTECTIO POSSIBLE OR CLEANLY CUT UNDER ARBORIST SUPERVISION. NO MECHANICAL EXCAVATION <<
/ | o PERMITTED WITHIN THE ROOT PROTECTION AREA. o
/ L AREAS WITHIN CRITICAL ROOT ZONE AREAS IN WHICH CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES WILL TAKE PLACE SHALL BE PROTECTED TO PROTECT TREE <
% ROOT ZONES, AREAS REQUIRING PROTECTION SHALL BE COVERED WITH 6 0Z. DOUBLE SIDED GEONET (SKAPS TRANSET TN OR EQUAL) AND WALKWAY DEMOLITION ADJACENT TO MAPLE: > =
24" @ CONC. FOOTING COVERED WITH 6” LAYER OF WOOD CHIPS. MATTING SHALL BE MAINTANED DURING FULL PERIOD OF CONSTRUCTION. EXSTING CONCRETE. WALKWAY T0 BE BROKEN AT CENTER USNG A JACKHAWMER; DLTER —_— =
SEE NOTES FOR A AREAS TO BE USED FOR STORAGE OF BACKFILL MATERIALS SHALL BE MATTED WITH GEONET FABRIC AND COVERED WITH " PLYWOOD PORTIONS NEAR TREE ROOTS TO BE HAND DEMOLISHED. NO HEAVY EQUIPNENT TO OPERATE Z X
WITHIN ROOT PROTECTION AREA. ROOTS EXPOSED DURING DEMOLITION TO BE PROTECTED
7 EXCAVATION OF PIER E;g)%CT%DSE?CgPS\vUNG OF MATERIALS. REASONABLE EFFORT SHALL BE MADE TO MINIMIZE AREAS USED FOR SUCH PURPOSES IN A e oV MONT 5 DaeOTeD By W ARROSY O §
N FOOTINGS L —
‘ 4. CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCING: PROTECTED TREES: M — o
TREE PROTECTION —#1:MAPLE =
24" @ CONC. FOOTING o FRONT PORCH A MEET WITH CITY OF TAKOMA PARK ARBORIST AND REVIEW APPROVED TREE PROTECTION PLAN —12:RED CEDAR < =
— o - ¥ —#3:RED CEDAR 1
~—24" @ CONC. FOOTING [F)Eﬁi:re SEE 2/T00L FOR B. ESTABLISH TREE PROTECTION AREAS AND INSTALL TREE PROTECTION AND OTHER CRITICAL AREA DEVICES. # [ > -
|  SEENOTESFOR ~ C. COMPLETE BUILDING DEMOLITION. RESTRICT USAGE OF HEAVY EQUIPMENT OR OTHER MACHINES AWAY FROM PROTECTED AREAS AND =
EXCAVATION OF PIER ROOT PROTECTION ONTO PRESENTLY PAVED AREAS WHERE POSSIBLE. O <
E m
FOOTINGS ‘ -1 \—%7 4
DENO EX CONC P 7 VATTING AREAS: PROVIDED D. EXCAVATE AND BUILD NEW FOUNDATIONS AS REQUIRED. BACKFILL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN PROTECTED AREAS. [ —~ =2
! . ~ PRUTEC .
WALKWAY SEE NOTES FOR EX. ASPHALT DRIVEWAY 77 38 B0 SATER OF WOD - CONSTRUCT BULDIGS: O L ~
| i / F.  CONSTRUCT/REBUILD EXTERIOR RETAINING WALLS, STEPS AND PARKING PADS. o
WALKWAY DEMO Paved parking lotin front for oo e b ey "SEE 3T001 FOR DETAIL / LO (¢ 3
__ METHODOLOGY stagmg / 2" B G, INSTALL LANDSCAPING.
P! w . H.  REMOVE TREE PROTECTION DEVICES.
DUMPSTER & MATERIAL — X WALKWAY ot N oo

REVIEW -

PERMIT _
/ |

| | 505 ALBANY AVE

| LOT 22

REGISTRATION
| TREE_PROTECTION FENCE
L HIGH DENSITY POLYETHYLENE FENCING (48" MIN HIGH) WITH

35" X 1.5 OPENINGS
| ATTACHED TQ 4X4 WWF.STEEL POSTS INSTALLED ® &' 0.C.

— 2°X6" STEEL POSTS OR APPROVED EQUAL.

B.5"XI1"SIGN LAMINATED IN PLASTIC SPACED EVERY
S50°ALONG THE FENCE'

5 THICK LAYER OF WOOD CHIPS e e
St

MAINTAIN EXISTING GRADE WITH THE TREE PROTECTIQ)

FENCE UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED ON THE PLANS

A TPP PLAN

/ 2\ SECTION / 3\ SECTIO

\ \Ety 14" =1-0" \Io_ty 14" =
/ "1\ TREE PROTECTION PLAN | 1 O 0
‘W—"’_
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	Name: Shanna and Michael Hirsch
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	LOCATION OF BUILDINGPREMISE MIHP  of Historic Property: 
	YesDistrict Name: Takoma Park
	NoIndividual Site Name: 
	Building Number: 507
	Street: Albany Avenue
	TownCity: Takoma Park
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	Text1: This application proposes exterior alterations to the residence at 507 Albany Avenue, a non-contributing resource constructed in the 1980s. Its non-contributing status allows for substantial alteration without negatively affecting the historic character of the district. The house sits significantly farther back from both the street and its neighboring homes. 
	Text2: The existing porch will be removed and replaced with a new porch. The proposed porch has been designed to remain in scale with the existing house and is proportionate to its overall form and massing. Importantly, because the house sits significantly farther back from both the street and its neighboring homes, the porch will not intrude visually into the streetscape. Instead, it will provide a modest, well-proportioned entry element that enhances the appearance of the residence while maintaining compatibility with the district. All existing windows will be replaced with new units that maintain the current size of the openings. Existing siding will be replaced with new siding, ensuring no change to the scale or massing of the structure. Existing gutters and downspouts will be replaced, ensuring no change to the scale or massing of the structure.
	Work Item 1: New Front Porch 
	undefined: 
	Description of Current Condition: The current front porch is deteriorated and in need of replacement. The railings and steps are in poor condition, and the structure as a whole is dilapidated and falling apart.
	Proposed Work: The existing porch will be removed and replaced with a new porch. The proposed design has been carefully scaled to complement the proportions of the house and remain consistent with its overall form and massing. The new porch will feature a rebuilt roof, wood decking, wood railing, and new siding to provide a cohesive and updated appearance.
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