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Historic Preservation Commission • 2425 Reedie Drive, 3rd Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902 • 301/563-3400 • 301/563-3412 FAX 

October 23, 2025 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
  Department of Permitting Services 
FROM:  Laura DiPasquale 
  Historic Preservation Section 
  Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit #1135035 – Partial demolition, porch construction, fenestration and 

siding alterations, other alterations 

 
 
The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached applications for a 
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was approved at the October 22, 2025 HPC meeting. 
 
The HPC staff has reviewed and stamped the attached submission materials.  
 
THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE 
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR 
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN. 
 
Applicant: Shanna and Michael Hirsch; Wakako Tokunaga, Architect 
Address: 507 Albany Avenue, Takoma Park 
 
This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable 
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must 
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once work is complete, 
the applicant will contact Laura DiPasquale at 301-495-2167 or laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org to 
schedule a follow-up site visit.  

mailto:laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org


APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
301.563.3400

APPLICANT:

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________ 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Tax Account No.: _________________________ 

AGENT/CONTACT (if applicable):

Name: ___________________________________    E-mail: _________________________________

Address: _________________________________  City: ________________ Zip:____________ 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________  Contractor Registration No.: _______________ 

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE: MIHP # of Historic Property___________________________

Is the Property Located within an Historic District? 

Is there an Historic Preservation/Land Trust/Environmental Easement on the Property? If YES, include a 
map of the easement, and documentation from the Easement Holder supporting this application.

Are other Planning and/or Hearing Examiner Approvals /Reviews Required as part of this Application? 
(Conditional Use, Variance, Record Plat, etc.?) If YES, include information on these reviews as 
supplemental information. 

Building Number: ________________ Street: ______________________________________________ 

Town/City: __________________________ Nearest Cross Street: __________________________________ 

Lot: ____________ Block: ___________ Subdivision: _______ Parcel: _____

TYPE OF WORK PROPOSED: See the checklist on Page 4 to verify that all supporting items 
for  proposed work are submitted with this application. Incomplete Applications will not 
be accepted for review. Check all that apply:
� New Construction
� Addition
� Demolition
� Grading/Excavation

� Deck/Porch
� Fence
� Hardscape/Landscape
� Roof

� Shed/Garage/Accessory Structure
� Solar
� Tree removal/planting
� Window/Door
� Other:__________________

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct
and accurate and that the construction will comply with plans reviewed and approved by all necessary
agencies and hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized agent Date

For Staff only:
HAWP#______________
Date assigned_______

__Yes/District Name_________________
__No/Individual Site Name_________________

10.01.2025

1135035



Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment. Include information on significant structures, 
landscape features, or other significant features of the property:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:
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Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 2:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025
WAK TOK architects

This application proposes exterior alterations to the residence at 507 Albany Avenue, a non-
contributing resource constructed in the 1980s. Its non-contributing status allows for substantial 
alteration without negatively affecting the historic character of the district.

Scope of Work

New Front Porch: The existing porch will be removed and replaced with a new porch. The proposed 
porch has been designed to remain in scale with the existing house and is proportionate to its 
overall form and massing. Importantly, because the house sits significantly farther back from both 
the street and its neighboring homes, the porch will not intrude visually into the streetscape. Instead, 
it will provide a modest, well-proportioned entry element that enhances the appearance of the 
residence while maintaining compatibility with the district.

Replacement Windows: All existing windows will be replaced with new units that maintain the 
current size of the openings.

Siding: Existing siding will be replaced with new siding, ensuring no change to the scale or massing 
of the structure.

Gutters and Downspouts: Existing gutters and downspouts will be replaced, ensuring no change to 
the scale or massing of the structure.

Response to Preliminary Review Comments
The Historic Preservation Commission staff has noted support for the replacement of the windows, 
siding, gutters, and downspouts, and confirmed that the removal of the existing porch is a matter of 
course. The small roof over the areaway has also been deemed appropriate and is included in this 
application.

The principal review question relates to the impact of the new porch on the surrounding district. To 
address this:

- The porch has been designed to remain fully in scale with the existing structure.

- The property has a notably deeper setback than adjacent homes, and as a result, the porch sits 
well behind neighboring residences. This minimizes any potential visual prominence and ensures the 
design has little impact on the rhythm of the streetscape.

- A streetscape study, provided in both plan and elevation, demonstrates that the new porch aligns 
respectfully within the context of the block.

Materials
This application includes specifications for: proposed siding, windows, gutters and downspouts, 
porch foundation/wall materials, porch structure, and porch flooring.

Site
No other exterior changes are proposed. No trees will be removed as part of this project, and a 
Tree Protection Plan will be submitted in coordination with the County’s requirements, following the 
recommendations of the project arborist. The existing roof will not be modified. A portion of the 
current driveway will be filled, and stone pavers will be installed in place of the existing concrete 
pad to serve as a landing for the new front steps.
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsSTREETSCAPE STUDY | EXISITING VS. PROPOSED
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsEXISITING PHOTOS | ELEVATIONS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsPROPOSED | SITE PLAN

EXISTING HOUSE
TO REMAIN

PROPOSED
FRONT PORCH

FRONT SETBACK
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SIDE SETB
ACK

SIDE SETBACK

A001

COVER SHEET

LIST OF DRAWINGS

PROJECT DATASYMBOLS

PLAN/SECTION DETAILS

CONTACT INFORMATION

OWNER:
SHANNA AND MICHAEL HIRSCH
507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

ARCHITECT:
WAKAKO TOKUNAGA
WAK TOK ARCHITECTS
509 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912
TEL: 202 320 3867

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:
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DESIGN PARAMETERS

GROUND SNOW LOAD: 30 PSF (1.4 KN/M^2)

WIND SPEED: 115 MPH (145KM/HR)

SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORY: B

WINTER DESIGN TEMP: 13 DEGREE F (-10.6 C)

ICE SHIELD UNDERLAYMENT: REQUIRED

FLOOD HAZARDS: JULY 2, 1979

AIR FREEZING INDEX: 300

MEAN ANNUAL TEMP: 55 DEGREES F (12.8 C)

FROST LINE DEPTH: 30"
SUBJECT TO DAMAGE FROM:

WEATHERING - SEVERE
TERMITE - MODERATE TO HEAVY
DECAY - SLIGHT TO MODERATE

DETAIL NUMBER

DRAWING NUMBER

COMBINATION SMOKE/CARBON
MONOXIDE DETECTOR

ZONING: R-60

LOT AREA:
 PROVIDED 11,094  SF     

BUILDING HEIGHT:
 MAX ALLOWABLE:                 35' 
 PROVIDED:  

LOT OCCUPANCY:
 MAX ALLOWABLE:                 30%
 PROVIDED:

SET BACK: REQUIRED PROVIDED
FRONT: 25 '
REAR: 20'  
SIDE: 8'   

CODE:
BUILDING CODE EDITION:

IRC 2018
MBRC MARYLAND BUILDING REHAB CODE
NFPA  NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE 2017
WSSC PLUMBING CODE

USE GROUP: DETACHED SINGLE FAMILY

SUM OF SIDE: 18'    

- EXISTING TO REMAIN

             21.5 %    

            58.4'
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            19'

PROJECT NAME:              507 ALBANY

PROJECT ADDRESS: 507 ALBANY AVE 
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

BLOCK: 75
LOT:      23
PLAT:     142          
PROPOSED PROJECT: RENOVATION
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A002 GENERAL NOTES & SCHEDULE
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A100 FLOOR PLANS
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A200 ELEVATIONS
A201 ELEVATIONS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsDEMO PLANS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsDEMO PLANS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsPROPOSED | PLANS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsPROPOSED | PLANS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsPROPOSED | ELEVATIONS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsPROPOSED | ELEVATIONS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsPROPOSED | TREE PROTECTION PLAN
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025

WAK TOK architectsPROPOSED | RENDERINGS
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SIDING 1: HARDIE PLANK LAP SIDING, COLOR TBD SIDING 2: HARDIE SHINGLE SIDING, COLOR TBD
SIDING 3: HARDIE SHINGLE SIDING, COLOR TBD
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	Name: Shanna and Michael Hirsch
	Email: shanna.hirsch@gmail.com
	Address: 507 Albany Ave 
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	Address_2: 509 Albany Ave 
	City_2: Takoma Park 
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	District No: 
	Text1: This application proposes exterior alterations to the residence at 507 Albany Avenue, a non-contributing resource constructed in the 1980s. Its non-contributing status allows for substantial alteration without negatively affecting the historic character of the district. The house sits significantly farther back from both the street and its neighboring homes. 
	Text2: The existing porch will be removed and replaced with a new porch. The proposed porch has been designed to remain in scale with the existing house and is proportionate to its overall form and massing. Importantly, because the house sits significantly farther back from both the street and its neighboring homes, the porch will not intrude visually into the streetscape. Instead, it will provide a modest, well-proportioned entry element that enhances the appearance of the residence while maintaining compatibility with the district. All existing windows will be replaced with new units that maintain the current size of the openings. Existing siding will be replaced with new siding, ensuring no change to the scale or massing of the structure. Existing gutters and downspouts will be replaced, ensuring no change to the scale or massing of the structure.
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