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January 9, 2026 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
  Department of Permitting Services 
FROM:  Laura DiPasquale 
  Historic Preservation Section 
  Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit #1135035 – Revisions to previously-approved HAWP for porch 

modifications 

 
 
The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application for a 
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was approved at the January 7, 2026 HPC meeting.  
 
The HPC staff has reviewed and stamped the attached submission materials.  
 
THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE 
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR 
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN. 
 
Applicant: Shanna and Michael Hirsch; Wakako Tokunaga, Architect 
Address: 507 Albany Avenue, Takoma Park 
 
This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable 
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must 
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once work is complete, 
the applicant will contact Laura DiPasquale at 301-495-2167 or laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org to 
schedule a follow-up site visit.  

mailto:laura.dipasquale@montgomeryplanning.org


Description of Property: Please describe the building and surrounding environment
:

Description of Work Proposed: Please give an overview of the work to be undertaken:

This application proposes exterior alterations to the residence at 507 Albany Avenue, a
non-contributing resource constructed in the 1980s. Its non-contributing status allows for substantial
alteration without negatively affecting the historic character of the district. The house sits significantly
farther back from both the street and its neighboring homes.

The existing porch will be removed and replaced with a new porch. The proposed porch has been
designed to remain in scale with the existing house and is proportionate to its overall form and massing.
Importantly, because the house sits significantly farther back from both the street and its neighboring
homes, the porch will not intrude visually into the streetscape. Instead, it will provide a modest,
well-proportioned entry element that enhances the appearance of the residence while maintaining
compatibility with the district. All existing windows will be replaced with new units that maintain the
current size of the openings. Existing siding will be replaced with new siding, ensuring no change to the
scale or massing of the structure. Existing gutters and downspouts will be replaced, ensuring no change
to the scale or massing of the structure.
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Work Item 1:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item :

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

Work Item 3:

Description of Current Condition: Proposed Work:

New Front Porch

The current front porch is deteriorated and in
need of replacement. The railings and steps
are in poor condition, and the structure as a
whole is dilapidated and falling apart.

The existing porch will be removed and replaced
with a new porch. The proposed design has been
carefully scaled to complement the proportions of
the house and remain consistent with its overall form
and massing. The new porch will feature a rebuilt
roof, wood decking, wood railing, and new siding to
provide a cohesive and updated appearance.
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
12/17/2025
WAK TOK architects

Scope of Work

Front Porch Repairs:

The existing front porch will remain in its current location, footprint, and structural configuration. No 
expansion or alteration to the porch’s massing, scale, or relationship to the house or streetscape is 
proposed. The scope of work is limited to the repair and replacement of deteriorated porch finishes, 
including new clad columns, new railings, new stair treads, and new decking. These improvements 
are intended to maintain the existing character of the porch while enhancing its durability and 
appearance. Because the porch footprint and structure are unchanged, the work will not impact the 
visual rhythm of the streetscape and will remain fully compatible with the surrounding historic district.

Siding: 

Existing siding will be replaced with new siding, ensuring no change to the scale or massing of the 
structure.

Gutters and Downspouts: 

Existing gutters and downspouts will be replaced, ensuring no change to the scale or massing of the 
structure.
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects

STREETSCAPE STUDY | PLAN
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects

STREETSCAPE STUDY | ELEVATION
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects

STREETSCAPE STUDY | EXISITING VS. PROPOSED
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects

EXISITING PHOTOS | ELEVATIONS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects

PROPOSED | PLANS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects

PROPOSED | ELEVATIONS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
WAK TOK architects

PROPOSED | ELEVATIONS
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507 ALBANY AVENUE
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

HAWP APPLICATION
10/01/2025
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SIDING 1: HARDIE PLANK LAP SIDING, COLOR TBD SIDING 2: HARDIE SHINGLE SIDING, COLOR TBD
SIDING 3: HARDIE SHINGLE SIDING, COLOR TBD
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