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Date: July 27, 2026 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  

FROM:  

SUBJECT: 

Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Department of Permitting Services 
Devon Murtha 
Historic Preservation Section 
Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
Historic Area Work Permit #1155550 – Construction of new rear screened porch with
skylights and chimney, construction of new side stoop and stairs, and fenestration alterations

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) has reviewed the attached application for a 
Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). This application was approved with one (1) condition at the May 13, 2026 
HPC meeting.  

1. The applicant will submit new door specifications for a wood front door with proportions that align with the
Colonial Revival style of the house.

The HPC staff has reviewed and stamped the attached submission materials. 

THE BUILDING PERMIT FOR THIS PROJECT SHALL BE ISSUED CONDITIONAL UPON ADHERENCE 
TO THE ABOVE APPROVED HAWP CONDITIONS AND MAY REQUIRE APPROVAL BY DPS OR 
ANOTHER LOCAL OFFICE BEFORE WORK CAN BEGIN. 

Applicant: Nick Mitchell; Rick Vitullo, Architect
Address: 7204 Spruce Avenue, Takoma Park, MD 20912

This HAWP approval is subject to the general condition that the applicant will obtain all other applicable 
Montgomery County or local government agency permits. After the issuance of these permits, the applicant must 
contact this Historic Preservation Office if any changes to the approved plan are made. Once work is complete, 
the applicant will contact Devon Murtha at 301-495-1328 or devon.murtha@montgomeryplanning.org to 
schedule a follow-up site visit.  

mailto:devon.murtha@montgomeryplanning.org


D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  E X I S T I N G  S T R U C T U R E ,  
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S E T T I N G  A N D  H I S T O R I C A L  F E A T U R E S  
A T :   
7 2 0 4  S p r u c e  A v e . ,  Ta k o m a  P a r k ,  M D  2 0 91 2  

 
 

This is a "Contributing Resource" Colonial Revival house, built in 1923, and it is 
located in the Takoma Park Historic District.  It is a 2 1/2-story house, originally 
rectangular in shape, with the gable end and main entrance facing the street. 
(The Takoma Park Historic District Amendment to the Master Plan states that 
this house “could” be a Sears house, although my research does not indicate that 
any Sears house from their catalog matches, or even approximates, this house.) 
It has a full basement under the original structure (20’-3” wide x 26’-3” deep), with 
three later additions of unknown age:  1) a 2-story shed-roof addition at the rear 
of the original structure (20’-3” wide x 8’-0” deep) with the side walls flush with 
the original side walls, 2) a 1-story shed-roof addition at the rear of that (18’-6” 
wide x 7’-0” deep), inset from original width by 1’-0” on each side, and 3) a 1-
story flat-roof addition on the left side (15’-0” wide x 20’-0” deep) with an 
inappropriate mansard-like parapet around it; a new 2nd story additon was added 
to this left side addition in 2015. 
 

1) Site: If the buildable area of the site could be divided into a 4-part grid, the 
existing house structure sits on approximately ¾ of the main buidable area 
of the site.  The 4th part of that grid is the main usable exterior area: a 
patio. 

2) Structure: It is a wood-framed structure with a gable-roof over the original 
structure, with the ridge perpendicular to the street, and has asphalt 
shingles on the sloped roofs. Main roof has a slope of 9:12 +/-, with shed 
roofs over the two rear additions: the 2-story shed-roof slope is approx. 
4.5:12, and the 1-story shed-roof slope is approx. 3:12.  The left side 
addition has a flat roof with a 3’-0” high mansard-type parapet around it.  

3) Windows: The windows on both levels of the original house, as well as 
the left-side addition, are double-hung (6-over-1) and are painted wood.  
Most of the windows in the later rear additions are 1-over-1 double hung 
painted wood windows.  The window/door openings on the front facade of 
the original structure are arranged asymmetrically, with the window/door 
on the left side 2’-4” from the corner, and the windows on the right side 4’-
6” from the corner.    

4) Finish/Trim: The exterior finish on the original structure and additions are 
10 ¼” exposure painted cedar shakes. All trim at openings are 4” wide 
painted wood with a ¾” backband on each outside edge. 

5) Foundation: The foundation of the original structure is painted brick.  The 
foundations of the later additions are painted CMU, with a crawlspace. 
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Build a 15’-0” x 19’-0” Screen Porch addition at the rear of the propertScreen Porch 
addition at the rear of the property.  It will have 7 skylights and a chimney for a wood 
stove/fireplace. A new side stoop and stair will exit from the rear of the right side of the 
house onto the driveway.  
 
This addition will be built using the following materials/details: 
 
Screening: PVC screening with ¾” square track all around; bronze color. 
 
Wood Screen Porch & Side Stoop: Wood framed porch with top rail only; no 
balusters.Wood framed side stoop and stair, with a wood railing as per details 
included.  Decking will be 5/4 ipe deck boards. 
 
Roofing: Asphalt shingles. 
 
Trim: Painted 1 x 4 poly-ash or fiber cement trim at the new windows and doors, 
doors and corners, with a wood backband at the jambs and head to match the 
existing.  2”-high PVC Historic subsills to be used at all new windows.   
 
Windows and Doors: The new windows and doors will be Marvin alum-clad 
wood casements.  There will be 7 new skylights over the new porch.  No skylight 
will be visible from the right-of-way.There will be 2 new window wells for new 
basement windows on the left side of the house.The non-original front door will 
be replaced with a solid wood, Craftsman-style door with 6 small lites. 
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Marc Elrich
 County Executive

Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Director

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT APPLICATION 

Application Date: 4/22/2026

Application No: 1155550
 AP Type: HISTORIC 

 Customer No: 1552124

2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor. Wheaton. MD 20902. (240)777-0311. (240)777-6256 TTY
 

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dps

 

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES
 
 

Comments
Contact Richard Vitullo for all correspondence 301-806-6447

 
 
Affidavit Acknowledgement
The Homeowner is the Primary applicant 

 This application does not violate any covenants and deed restrictions
 
 
Primary Applicant Information

Address 7204 SPRUCE AVE
 TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912

Othercontact VITULLO
Homeowner Mitchell (Primary)

 
 
Historic Area Work Permit Details
Work Type ADD
Scope of Work Build new 15' x 19' rear screen porch addition, and small side wood stoop.
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