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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

Address: 9 North Street Meeting Date: 1/~/93 

Resource:Brookeville Historic District Preliminary Consultation 

Case Number: nfa 

Public Notice: 12/31/92 

Applicant: Scott & Marsha Kaufman 

PROPOSAL: Construct House 

Tax credit: No 

Report Date: 1/9/93 

Staff: Nancy Witherell 

RECOMMEND: Proceed 

The applicants would like to construct a single family horne on 
Lot 4, one of three vacant lots near the end of North Street. 
The lots were recently subdivided with the anticipation that 
homes would be constructed on them. A conservation easement 
restricts construction of any kind in a rear corner of this lot. 
(The other two lots are both smaller than this lot and have a 
larger area under constraint by easement.) 

In conversatidns with the staff, the applicants expressed a 
sensitivity to the natural, historical, and architectural signif
icance of the site and Brookeville. The house design they have 
proposed uses architectural motifs found in Brookeville and is 
scaled and massed appropriately for the historic district and the 
site, in the staff's judgment. The proposed materials (see 
attached list) also reflect a desire to build a house compatible 
with the context.of the historic district. 

The staff considers the siting of the house, placement of the 
driveway, and retention of viable trees to be significant factors 
in the review of the proposal. The lot has a panhandle that 
would be used for the gravel driveway. The house, using an L
shaped plan, would face both North street and a large open field 
on which two long hedgerows grow. These hedgerows, part of other 
buildable lots, are protected by easement. Adjacent property 
owners to the north maintain privacy by the placement of the 
house facing away from theirs. Views of the school house across 
North Street would be afforded from front windows of the 
house. 

The driveway is located toward the front of the lot, and bypasses 
the dripline of a large Walnut tree shown on the site plan. A 
22 11 Maple would be removed. Although photos of the site show a 
thick concentration of trees in the area where the house would be 
built, the trees are dead. The appearance of the front of the 



• lot would change significantly due as • much to the removal of 
these trees as to the construction of the house. 

Approximately the front fourth of the 66,603 square foot lot 
would be built or altered; the rear fourth is controlled against 
construction by the easement. The middle of the lot, which 
slopes noticeably away from North Street, would remain open 
space, as well. {The cistern shown on the site plan is 
modern--at least above ground.) 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The staff recommends in favor of the proposal, finding it gener
ally consistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A, and recommends 
that the Commission request the following issues be addressed at 
this meeting or at the time the Historic Area Work permit is 
sought: 

1. The design and location of the proposed garage and connecting 
breezeway. Although this is new construction, it is typical of 
historic houses in Brookeville to have detached ancillary struc
tures. The staff would recommend that a separate garage be 
proposed, with its entrance facing south. This would result in a 
shorter driveway (a smaller graveled area) that would avoid the 
Walnut tree and allow for the maintenance or planting of vegeta
tion in front of the house. The site should remain as unaltered 
as possible. It might be possible to save the 22" Maple, as 
well. 

2. Final decision on materials. The staff finds any of the 
alternatives for exterior wall and roof materials to be consist
ent with the historic materials found in Brookeville. 

3. A proposed plan for the protection and retention of trees 
that would include the use of protective storm fencing during 
construction and the indication of where construction materials 
would be stored on the site. 

4. A detailed tree survey prepared by a tree expert or landscape 
architect showing the condition and proposed treatment of trees 
on the site. 
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December 28, 1992 

Ms. Nancy Witherall 
Maryland National Park and Planning Commission 
Historic Preservation Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue . 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Dear Ms. Witherall: 

• 

Enclosed please find our preliminary materials for Historic Preservation Commission review. We 
anticipate building a house at number 9 North Street (Lot 4, Block A, Brookeville Manor) in the 
town of Brookeville. We would like to be included on the January 13, 1993 agenda for an-
informal review of our design intent prior to filing an application for an Historic Area Work 
Permit. 

Thank you for the help you have provided to-date, we look forward to working with the Town 
of Brookeville and the Commission to develop a home for our family and a property the town 
will be happy with. 

If you need further information we may be reached at the address and telephone numbers below. 

Sincerely, 

{j~~ 
Scott and Marsha Kaufman 
9145 Goshen Valley Drive 
Laytonsville, Maryland 20882 

(301) 963-4580 home 
(301) 216-2343 message 
(301) 587-6500 office 
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EXTERIOR WALLS: 

WINDOWS: 

ROOF: 

PAVING: 

• • 

PRELIMINARY MATERIAlS UST 
for 

9 North Street 
·Brookeville, Maryland 

Local brick including custom shapes for sills, stair treads 
etc. Alternately a german lapped siding board. Stone 
foundation where exposed below the first level. 

From an architectural style incorporating true divided lites 
or reading from the exterior at minimum. 

Standing seam metal, cedar or mock slate. 

Gravel drive, brick walkways. 
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