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MEMORANDUM: 

TO: 

FROM: 

VIA: 

John Broda, Development Review Division 

Mike ~, Park Historian 

Tony Janda, Chief, Division of I & C 

February 27, 1979 

SUBJECT: Proposed Development of Winslow Farm ("Milton") 

(301) 589-1480 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I understand that the Planning Board will discuss a development plan 
for the Winslow Farm, near Norbeck, at its regular meeting this Thursday. 
I fa'Oulc like to make sure tlui.t the Board is made aware of the existence 
of a significant historic resource on the property. The site is 
knok'1l as "l.filton", the old Muncaster homestead, and· it is designated 
as site #27-2 on the Historic Sites Inventory. Reportedly, the 
plan subrr.itted does not .::rlloh: for tile preservation of the house or 
any of the significant outbuildings nearby. 

At or:e time, the Farks Department (along ~d th several other County 
agencies) had explored the possibility of buying this tract of land. 
Since it now appears that development there is inevitable, however, 
t~•e hopefully could .. -ork out some agreenent rdth the developer that 
"~uld allow for the preservation of the house and outbuildings 
in an appropriate setting. Perhaps this could be accomplished by 
extending a "conservation" designation beyond the present Rock Creek 
Park border that t-.•ould encourage a prit,ate oh-·ner to maintain the house 
and setting. At the very least, the developer should be made aware 
of the County Anti-Demolition Ordinance (Montgomery County Bill 
#~1-77} which prohibits the automatic demolition or alteration of 
any site on the Historic Inventory. This site i·s of great significance 
to the history of Montgomery County in general and to the Rock Creek 
Valley in particular. 
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e AnA(I-+YY10"l)T l3 

The following conditions are recommended by the Historic 
Preservation Commission for attachment to the permit of Tartan 
Development for demolition of Atlas historic site #27/2, Milton: 

1. ·A park of approximately one acre including the stone. 
outbuilding and one large existing tree be dedicated to the 
development community from lot 56 with public egress from 
Sweetbirch Drive. Tartan Developers shall work with the 
HPC as plans for the park progress. 

2. The stone outbuilding on lot 56 be stabilized and made a 
focal point of the park. A plaque identifying the site and 
its historic importance shall be included in the park. 

3. Items identified by the HPC shall be removed by the 
applicant for the County Salvage Depot. 

4. Applicant shall return to the HPC within 45 days with a 
proposed subdivision plan for lots 56 A & B. 
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