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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

Address: 6908 Westmoreland Avenue 

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District 

Case Number: N/ A 

Public Notice: 3/13/96 

Applicant: Rick Colbert & Jane Powers 
(Tom Harrison, Agent) 

PROPOSAL: Construct addition at rear 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: c1910-1920s 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individual Master Plan Site 

Meeting Date: 3/27/96 

Review: PRELIMINARY 
CONSULTATION 

Tax Credit: No 

Report Date: 3/20/96 

Staff: Robin D. Ziek 

RECOMMEND: PROCEED TO 
HAWP 

X Within a Master Plan Historic District 
__ Outstanding Resource 
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_X_ Contributing Resource 
__ Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resource 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: Bungalow 

PROPOSAL: Construct addition at rear of house to provide and extra bedroom on the 2nd 
floor, and a family room and porch at the rear of the house. All new construction would match 
existing materials. 

STAFF DISCUSSION: 

Staff has met with the applicant's architect on two separate occasions to discuss various 
alternatives to achieve the additional living space. The constraints on raising the roof of the 
bungalow to increase the floor space within the footprint was discussed. As is indicated in the 
attached letter from the architect, raising the roof would bring into play a requirement to 
reframe the entire second floor which does not meet today's code standards at this point. By 
adding on at the rear, the applicants would have to meet current code requirements in the 
addition only. 

That said, staff would like to thank the applicants for considering various alternatives 
and designs. The present design seems to reflect discussions, and appears to be compatible with 
the original structure by maintaining a small scale and not competing with the mass of the 
original structure. Other design decisions which help to incorporate the addition on the site 
include insetting the addition to differentiate the new from the original; maintaining a small 
scale through the use of individual (rather than large plate glass) windows~ rafter tails, and the 
use of low roof lines. 

Staff feels that the additional height of the rear addition will not be readily apparent from 
Westmoreland A venue because of the distance between the original ridge line and the ridge line 
of the small addition. 
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• Several details may need more attention. This includes the following: 

1) Use of single light windows when 6/1 or multiple light casement windows would be 
more compatible with the original. This is particularly true on the side elevations, and 
less important at the rear elevation. 

2) Use of extended pier supports at the rear side window-seat area rather than piers which 
stop at the top of the foundation. This detail does appear on the front porch. However, 
it would probably be more of a deferral to the original if this detail were not used here 
at a subsidiary extension. 

The use of the small gable roof at this point, however, appears to strengthen the design 
by providing a transition between the original house and the rear addition. Originally, 
there was a simple side porch here with a low shed roof. This new roof design is an 
architectural detail which provides a transition between the simple long line of the 
original roof, and the shorter gable punctuation of the addition. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the project proceed to the HA WP. 
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THOMAS W. HARRISON, ARCHITECT 
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