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MEMORANDUM 
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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring. Maryland 20910-3760 

TO: Robert Hubbard, Chief 
Division of Development Services and Regulation 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP} 

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division 
M-NCPPC 

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit 

The Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the 
attached application for a Historic Area Work Permit. The appli
cation was: 

--+~~-- Approved Denied -----

Applicant: 

Address: 

***THE APPLICANT MUST ARRANGE FOR A FIELD INSPECTION BY CALLING 
DEP/FIELD SERVICES {217-6240) FIVE DAYS PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF 
WORK AND WITHIN TWO WEEKS FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF WORK. 
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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760 

~c 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Historic Area Work Permit Applicants 

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division 
M-NCPPC 

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit Application - Approval of 
Application/ Release of Other Required Permits 

Enclosed is a copy of your Historic Area Work Permit application, 
approved by the Historic Preservation Commission at its recent 
meeting, and a transmittal memorandum.stating conditions {if any) 
of approval. 

You may now apply for a county building permit from the Depart
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP), at 250 Hungerford Drive, 
Second Floor, in Rockville. Please note that although you.r work 
has been approved by the Historic Preservation Commission, it 
must also be approved by DEP before work can begin. 

When you file for your building permit at DEP, you must take with 
you the enclosed forms, as well as the Historic Area Work Permit 
that will be mailed to you directly from DEP. These forms are 
proof that the Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed your 
project. For further information about filing procedures or 
materials for your county building permit review, please call DEP 
at 217-6370. 

If your project changes in any way from the approved plans, 
either before you apply for your building permit or even after 
the work has begun, please contact the Historic Preservation 
Commission staff at 495-4570. 

Please also note that you must arrange for a field inspection for 
conformance with your approved HAWP plans. Please inform 
DEP/Field Services at 217-6240 of your anticipated work schedule. 

Thank you very much for your patience and good luck with your 
project! 



• 

SCALLOPED ARIZONA 
, Style# 734 
'· ;-

• 

'{i::A!CE DeSIG-N .SEQ])otJ DE7AIL.. 

SIZE 



• 
11C.' Ul1f'C 'U~ L#UtJd' UUC:I'' Ul .;,iiWU ...,IIUI<W"Iu'-111 1-1 V4~;;,a,.uVII 

Division of Development Services and AegulaUon 
250 Hungerford Drive, RockVIlle, Maryland 20850 
(301) 217-6370 

Historic Preservation Commission 
(301) 495-4570 

APPLICATION FOR 
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT. f) _ r -J$/E:t 

CONTACT PERSON l/icef rtAfPtllf ~ -' 

I ,...,a OS' /12_ , DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. <39() 5"f3 =I- 8 51" 
TAX ACCOUNT I VV T . 

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER~- fi31Af~-fN DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. • ( 2o2.) 'f T 3- 28 90 
ADDRESS 7 3 or VM:tM Ne' J Tl't-kMI? /-?4t¥; MD . . 20'712 , 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

CONTRACTOR---------------- TELEPHONE NO.-!..---!..-----------

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER----------

AGENT FOR OWNER S'~,V bl.:e:eA/ DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. ---!('-'lfL.!/_.· <tJL!.-__::t(/...ll' fue=..--_.,8"-'~""-·· -=S'--~ 

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE 1/--vi 
HOUSE NUM~ER T 309 STREET --L72.....:~~...;:_' ...:..;,_..!,__· ------~-----------:i-
TOWNICITY T.A-!:ZMA- /-Jr!u- NEARESTCROSSSTREET IJ~MC/1¥ ~< 
LOT 1 1 BLOCK ze SUBDIVISION 7l!t-c:!M Plt12K 6t-u?J / 7J n-.t:. a. 
UBER/D5f/FOUO /3f3 PARCEL----------------------

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE 

1A. CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: AJC Slab Room Addition 

Construct Extend Alter/Renovate Repair Move Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodbuming Stove 

Wreck/Raze G Revocable Revision ~~omplete Section 4) ..._ ___ 

1B. CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES _3:.,.._C_'_;C;;_· _;Q~· --------------------:---

Other ______ _ 

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION Of A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT 11 -------------

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 01 

2B. TYPE Of WATER SUPPLY 01 

)WSSC 

)WSSC 

02 ) SEPTIC 

02 ) WELL 

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 

03 

03 

) OTHER----

)OTHER-----

3A. HEIGHT _s__,eet ~nches 7l> 70 p o.c:- ;::'6-S.I A 1-/IAL 
3B. INDICATE WHETHER THE FENCE OR RETAINING WALL IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 

On party linalproperty line X Entirely on Uond ol owner ----On public right ol-..y/-1 ----
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1. WRITIEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting, including their historical features and 
significance: . 

!:1/~ ~tGY //old£.. ;rg 31/2- Y.G:dt? ck-l> 

~ ~ ~ Lo/ CM lhS1?!;?/C. lJtS772/6-r." 
P£CJP&ZTY /S l<f_g- A- M~ f't.AU" ~/~r 

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and, 
where applicable, the historic district: · 

~LAcE 4:&rM.tG C/h1ttf/-Utif~ ~ W/71./-

2. SITE PLAN 

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include: 

a. the scale, north arrow, and date: 

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures: and 

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical 
equipment. and landscaping. 

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than 11" X 17". Plans on 
8 1 /2" X 11 " paper are preferred. 

a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, siZe and general type of 
walls, window and door openings, and other fixed features of both the existing resource(s) and the 
proposed work. 

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing 
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must 
be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each 
facade affected by the proposed work Is required. 

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS 

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the 
project. This information may be included on your design drawings. 

5. PHOTOGRAPHS 

a. Clearly labeled pttotographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the 
affected portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

b. Clearly label ~orographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the 
adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

6. TREE SURVEY 

If you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or larger in diameter (at 
approximately 4 feet above the ground), you must file an accurate tree survey identifying the size, location, 
and species of each tree of at least that dimension. 

7. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNERS 

For!!!! projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants), including 
names, addresses. and zip codes. This list should include the owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin 
the parcel in question, 'CIS. well aSJhe owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across the 
streevhighway from the-~rirtquestioli.'".You can obtain this information from the Department of 
Assessments and Taxation_'.51 Monroe Street. Rockville 1279-13551. 
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LOT 11 - BLOCK 78 
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• 
Ms. Patricia Parker 
Historic Preservation Planner 

7309 Takoma Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD 

Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division 
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• 

Re: HAWP Application for Fence Replacement. 
7309 Takoma Avenue. Takoma Park. MD 

Pursuant to our application considered by the Historic Area Preservation Commission at their hearing of 
May 22, 1996, attached herewith please find a modified design concept for the replacement fence. 

The design changes comprise: 

• A new wooden fence design that provides a light, airy and open appearance through spaced picket 
verticals and appropriately scaled fence posts; 

• The fence height has been adjusted to 4 feet; 

• The fence will be painted; and 

• The arbor over the entry gate has been deleted. 

In addition, the Commission requested clarification on the ownership status of the land adjacent to the city 
sidewalk upon which the present fence and replacement fence would be located. A title survey had 
indicated that the strip ofland may belong to the municipality. Per the attached letter, the City of Takoma 
Park confirms that the specified land lies outside of the right-of-way claimed by the city/county, and 
declares that they have no legal or ownership interest in the land. 

Other application details remain as described in the original application. 

Please place our revised application on the docket for consideration at the Commission's September 11 
hearing. I trust that with these changes our application will find ready approval. 
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OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
TELEPHONE 270.1700 

Charles and Victoria Feinstein 
7309 Takoma Avenue 
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Feinstein: 

July 8, 1996 

7500 MAPLE AVENUE 
TAKOMA PARK, MD. 20912 

I have discussed with Takoma Park City Administrator Bev Habada the information you 
presented to me Wednesday, July 3, indicating that the location on which you propose to build a 
new fence is not on a Public Right-of-Way. 

Based on this information, and on the assumption thatthe fence will not be built on a Public 
Right-of-Way, both Bev and I have concluded that the City of Takoma Park has no interest in the 
proposed fence location nor in being involved in the processes of permit issuance for the fence 
construction. 

Also based on the information you presented to me, Bev and I concluded that the City has no 
interest in pursuing the question of ownership of the land on which you propose to build the 
fence. 

Please feel free to present this note, as needed, to the relevant County units involved in the permit 
process. If they wish to, I will be happy to discuss the matter with representatives of these units. 

Good luck on your project. 

Sincerely yours, 

Larry W. Rubin 
Member, Takoma Park City Council 

cc: Beverly K. Habada, City Administrator 
Donna W. McKenzie, Admin. Coord./Team Leader 
Public Works Team Leaders Braithwaite, Monk, Shafer 
Lisa Shwartz, Senior Planner 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CO:MMISSION STAFF REPORT 

Address: 7309 Takoma Avenue 

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District 

Case Number: 37/3-96S CONTINUED 

Public Notice: 8/28/96 

Applicant: Charles & Vicky Feinstein 

PROPOSAL: Remove chain link fencing; install painted 
wood fencing 

BACKGROUND 

Meeting Date: 9/11/96 

HA WP: Alteration 

Tax Credit: No 

Report Date: 9/4/96 

Staff: Patricia Parker 

RECOMMEND: Approve 

On May 22, 1996, the applicants appeared before the Historic Preservation Commission 
with a proposal to remove an existing chain link fence and to install new painted wood fencing on 
all four sides of their property. The property is a non-contributing resource (a new house built 
circa 1989-1992).The new fencing, will however, affect the streetscape because it will be 
completely visible from two public streets, Takoma and Baltimore Avenues in the Takoma Park 
Historic District 

The original proposal included the installation of 315' of 4'0" high solid wood board fence 
on three sides ofthe property topped with 1'0" high 2"x 2" wood pickets spaced 2" o.c. with a top 
raiL The total height of the fence as proposed was 5'0" and the applicant would have used 6"x6" 
posts 5'10" high with ball finials at 8' intervals.The fence proposal included an arbor with gate at 
the sidewalk facing the entrance to the house. 

On the remaining side ofthe property (northeast and parallel to the driveway), the 
applicant proposed to install a 5'0" high fence with similar posts and ball finials but with 50% 
openness. The vertical lattice atop the fence would have been 1'0" in height. On Baltimore 
A venue, the new fence would have included double gates for automobile access to an existing 
driveway. The gates would have been similar in appearance to the fence (StaffReport of 5/22/96 
attached). 

At the May HPC meeting, the Commission expresed concern about the solid character of 
the fence. If the solid design was to be used, the HPC suggested that the applicant revise the 
proposal to include fencing 3-4' in height; and with 12" high spindles evenly spaced above. The 
HPC also suggested that the applicant employ 4"x4" posts 4'10" in height instead of6"x6" as 
proposed. The Commission felt that the arbor should be re-designed to be simpler and that the 
portion of the fence that would face Baltimore A venue should not be stepped - but of one height 
to follow grade. The applicant stated that the fence proposal was designed to provide security as 
well as privacy. 

Commissioner Jordan suggested that the applicant should determine if the property at the 
corner ofBaltimore and Takoma Avenues was under their ownership. This portion of the site 
could be part of the public right-of-way. This issue was important to assure that the fence as 

CD 
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proposed would be located inside the applicant's property line in accordance with local building 
and Montgomery County codes. 

DISCUSSION 

Subsequent to the HPC review and comment on May 22, 1996, the applicant spent several 
weeks working with the City of Takoma Park to resolve the issue of ownership for the small 
parcel ofland at the intersection ofBaltimore and Takoma Avenues. The City of Takoma Park 
determined that the City has no ownership interest in this parcel and that a proposal for fencing in 
this area could be constructed as shown in the original proposal of the applicants. 

The applicant and their architect also met with HPC staff to discuss issues of concern and 
alternatives to the fencing proposal. The applicant then revised the proposal to incorporate the 
proper location of the fencing, to make the fence more open, and to delete the arbor. 

As currently proposed, the applicant requests approval to construct a 4'6" high fence (the 
applicant's letter says 4'; however, that was an error and the applicant discussed with HPC staff 
changing the height of fencing to be 4'6" instead of 4') that would be more open than originally 
proposed, of a different style, and painted. The applicant has proposed a 4'6" high fence to 
provide security for the property and the family. 

Stafffeels that the applicant has been very responsive to the HPC's comments and that the 
revised fence proposal should be approved. The style and the location of the fence are consistent 
with other fences in the historic district and with other fences that have been approved by the 
HPC in the past. The Approved and Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic 
Preservation for the Takoma Park Historic District states within a discussion of standards for 
redevelopment and new buildings, 

"Fences ... should insure visual compatibility between the buildings and open spaces .... " 

The Amendment also states that , 

"Most alterations and additions to Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources 
should be approved as a matter of course. The only exceptions would be major additions 
and alterations to the scale and massing ofNon-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources 
which affect the surrounding streetscape and/or landscape and could impair the character 
ofthe historic district as a whole. 

Staff recognizes that the proposed fence, due to its prominent corner location, could affect 
the surrounding streetscape and the historic district as a whole. But stafffeels that the applicant 
has significantly revised the fencing proposal to be greater than 50% open. As proposed, the fence 
would be more than 50% open and staff feels that the fence could be constructed to be 4'6" in 
height without being a detrimental impact on the streetscape. The proposed height of the fence, 
even though substantially open, would provide security for the family that could not be achieved 
with this style offence constructed at a lower height. 

The applicant has also proposed to paint the fence and not to step up the fence at intervals 
to achieve more height. The fence would be continuous and follow grade. This portion ofthe 
proposal would be consistent with HPC recommendations. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal consistent with the purposes of 
Chapter 24A-8(b)2 
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The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 
architectural or cultural features of the historic site, or the historic district in which an 
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of 
the purposes ofthis chapter; 

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation #2: 

The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be 
avoided. 

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant 
shall arrange for a field inspection by calling the Montgomery County Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), Field Services Office, five days prior to commencement of work 
and within two weeks following completion ofwork. 



APPLICATIOfi.FOR , 
HISTORIC AR~A WORK PERrlr D , · ,.. -~;1 

CONTACT PERSON J;icef rtAfPttd-~ ~ 
TAX ACCOUNT tl I of3 OS' 9 2... DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. (3cy ) :se::r =J- 8 $ "f- k, 

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER~· ~1../S"'TiEIN DAYTIME TELEPHON~ NO. ( 2o~ 'f-r 3- 2B 90 
ADDRESS 7 3cf/ 7/4/;tMA- ltv~- I T~MI? PAt?C; MD '209/2 

> 
CITY STATE Zl' CODE 

CONTRACTOR---------------- TELEPHONE NO. -.l-..-"'------------
CONTRACTOR REGISTRAnON NUMBER----------

AGENT FOR OWNER~.,(/ ~ DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO • .........:( .... 9L.::/_<D""--..-..~CJ~ftiL..i.@~-~_,p~k-S;;.....~ 

LOCATIO~ OF ~UILDING/PREMISE . A-vi 
HOUSENUMBER r3cJ9 STREET_z;.L....:..~....:...__....:..._:....__· --"--~-·---------""'7"'-
TOWN/CITY ~~ ~ NEARESTCROSSSTREET /3tf(...:l?IVfC/7¥ ~. 
LOT 1 1 BLOCK re SUBDIVISION 77/@!HA- 8tu<' ~lJ r 7J 7Z-lE a. 
UBER/D5f-/FOUO /3f3 PARCEL---------------------

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE 

1A. CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: AIC 

Shed 

Slab Room Addition 

Construct Extend Alter/Renovate Repair Move Porch Deck Fireplace Solar Woodbuming Stove 

Wreck/Raze 9 Revocable Revision ~~omplete Section 4) 

18. CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES 3 0 0 0 ._ _ _. 

Other ______ _ 

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACnVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT i1 --------------

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 

2A. TYPE Of SEWAGE DISPOSAL 01 

28. TYPE Of WATER SUPPLY 01 

)WSSC 

)WSSC 

02 

02 

) SEPTIC 

) WELL 

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 

03 

03 

) OTHER----

)OTHER-----

3A. HEIGHT 5 feet I 0 inches 7t> yo p o.c- ?~I A N/AL 
38. INDICATE WHETHER THE FENCE OR RETAINING WALL IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 

On party line/property line .X Entirely on land of owner ---- On public rtghl of w.y/.-.ment ----

APPROVED -----------For Chllirpenon, Hiatoric Preservation Commission 

DISAPPROVED __________ Signalure. ___________ Date __________ __,~ 

(4) 
.. TP •ctall~l"\. 



THE FOLLOWING ITE .... UST BE COMPLETED AND T~EQUIRED I?OCUMENTS 
,_T ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICAllf>N. 

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting, including their historical features and 
significance: 

75/~ ~tGY /hide... :tS 31/2- Y61f1'2= .C!Ll> 
M~ VtCilt?L/A-11/-SlYl£ .r?veci>-~£ .. · 
~ ~ ~ Lor rAJ !fts7?51l.lc. ··l:JtS77Ucf':': 
PR-oP~ I.S .Alor A- M~ f't.A-A/ ~/TC,. - . 

< ., • . ~. ( 

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and, 
. where applicable, the historic district: 

~~ ~aG C#11-ttf£-UH"e ~ wt711-

2. SITE PLAN 

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include: 

a. the scale, north arrow, and date; 

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and 

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical 
equipment, and landscaping. · 

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than 11" X 17"; Plans on 
8 1/2" X 11" paper are preferred. 

a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of 
walls, window and door openings, and other fixed features of both the existing resource(s) and the 
proposed work. 

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions; clearfy indicating proposed work in relation to existing 
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must 
be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each 
facade affected by the proposed work Is required. 

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS 

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the 
project. This information may be included on your design drawings. 

5. PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. 

a. Clearly labeled pbotographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the 
affected portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

b. Clearfy labef·~otographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the 
adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

TREE SURVEY 

If you are proposing construction ac1iarAnt tn nr within thA nrinlinP. nf qn•' •rAP- F" nr l<:a,.,.. ... r in ni->rr""'t · r tAt 
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• 
Ms. Patricia Parker 
Historic Preservation Planner 

7309 Takoma Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD 

Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division 
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• 

Re: HA WP Application for Fence Replacement 
7309 Takoma Avenue, Takoma Park, MD 

Pursuant to our application considered by the Historic Area Preservation Commission at their hearing of 
May 22, 1996, attached herewith please find a modified design concept for the replacement fence. 

The design changes comprise: 

• A new wooden fence design that provides a light, airy and open appearance through spaced picket 
verticals and appropriately scaled fence posts; 

• The fence height has been adjusted to 4 feet; 

• The fence will be painted; and 

• The arbor over the entry gate has been deleted. 

In addition, the Commission requested clarification on the ownership status of the land adjacent to the city 
sidewalk upon which the present fence and replacement fence would be located. A title survey had 
indicated that the strip of land may belong to the municipality. Per the attached letter, the City ofTakoma 
Park confirms that the specified land lies outside of the right-of-way claimed by the city/county, and 
declares that they have no legal or ownership interest in the land. 

Other application details remain as described in the original application. 

Please place our revised application on the docket for consideration at the Commission's September 11 
hearing. I trust that with these changes our application will find ready approval. 

@ 
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OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
TELEPHONE 270·1700 

Charles and Victoria Feinstein 
7309 Takoma Avenue 
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Feinstein: 

July 8, 1996 

7500 MAPLE AVENUE 
TAKOMA PARK, MO. 20912 

I have discussed with Takoma Park City Administrator Bev Habada the infonnation you 
presented to me Wednesday, July 3, indicating that the location on which you propose to build a 
new fence is not on a Public Right-of-Way. 

Based on this.infonnation, and on the assumption that the fence will not be built on a Public 
Right-of-Way, both Bev and I have concluded that the City ofTakoma Park has no interest in the 
proposed fence location nor in being involved in the processes of permit issuance for the fence 
construction. 

Also based on the infonnation you presented to me, Bev and I concluded that the City has no 
interest in pursuing the question of ownership of the land on which you propose to build the 
fence. 

Please feel free to present this note, as needed, to the relevant County units involved in the permit 
process. If they wish to, I will be happy to discuss the matter with representatives of these units. 

~ 

Good luck on your project. 

Sincerely yours, 

Larry W. Rubin 
Member, Takoma Park City Council 

cc: Beverly K. Habada, City Administrator 
Donna W. McKenzie, Admin. Coord.ffeam Leader 
Public Works Team Leaders Braithwaite, Monk, Shafer 
Lisa Shwartz, Senior Planner 

® 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

Address: 7309 Takoma Avenue 

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District 

Case Number: 37/3-96S 

Public Notice: 5/08/96 

Applicant: Charles and Vicky Feinstein 

PROPOSAL: Remove existing fence; Install new fencing on all 
four sides 

BACKGROUND 

Meeting Date: 5/22/96 

HA WP: Alteration 

Tax Credit: No 

Report Date: 5/15/96 

Staff: Patricia Parker 

RECOMMEND: Approve 
w/conditions 

The applicant proposes to remove an existing chain link fence on the property. In its place, 
the applicant proposes to construct approximately 315' of 4'0" high solid wood board fence 
topped with 2"x 2" wood pickets, 1'0" high, and spaced 2" o.c. withtop rail. The overall height of 
the fence would be 5'0". The applicant would use 6"x 6" posts 5'10" high with ball finials at 8' 
intervals. This fence would be placed on three sides of the property- including the areas facing 
Takoma and Baltimore Avenues. 

On the northeast side of the property (parallel to the driveway and facing the garage), the 
applicant proposes to construct a 5'0" high fence with similar post and ball finial but with 50% 
openness. The vertical lattice would be spaced 4" apart using 2" spindles. 

As part of the fencing, on Takoma Avenue, the applicant proposes a somewhat ornate 
wood arbor entrance. As proposed, the wooden arbor would be 6'4" high with double solid gates 
5'0" in height. On Baltimore Avenue, the new fence would have a driveway opening to include 
double gates 1 0'0" wide with an appearance similar to the fence. 

This fence proposal, constructed on the property of a non-contributing resource (a new 
house built circa 1989-1992) would be completely visible from two public streets, Takoma and 
Baltimore Avenues in the Takoma Park Historic District. 

DISCUSSION 

The Guidelines for the Takoma Park Historic District state that new construction, or 
resources considered non-contributing, shall receive the most lenient level of design review and 
that proposals involving resources within this category should be approved as a matter of course. 
But the Guidelines also state that the review of proposals involving resources within this category 
should also consider the impact of proposed alterations which affect the surrounding street 
scape and " ... which could impair the character ofthe historic district as a whole." 

The design ofthe fence is elaborate in detail. But staff is less concerned with the amount 
of detail as the concern about the solidity of the fence. Staff feels that this proposal could be 
approved if the fence were lower in height and/or designed with more openness. In fact, the 
applicant has chosen a more open design for the fence in the area parallel to the driveway and 
facing the garage. This design could be utilized on a fence lower in height for the remaining 
sections of the fence. Staff understands that the applicant has chosen this fence design to achieve 



privacy. But when staff visited the site and observed fencing on Baltimore and Takoma Avenues, 
existing fencing is lower than the proposed fence and, where present, fencing is more open. Staff 
recommends that the applicant lower the fence to be no more than 36-42" in height. 

The Guidelines further state that " ... the goal of new construction within residential 
districts is to be sympathetic to the traditional street and building patterns in the district, while 
allowing for creative new building designs .... Unique designs which may not adhere strictly to 
traditional neighborhood practices, but which are sensitive to and compatible with the fabric of 
the community should be supported." Staff recognizes the individuality of the design and that it is 
creative. However, staff feels that the arbor component of the fence, as proposed, on a highly 
visible street corner in the Takoma Park Historic District, is not compatible. Even though, 
interesting in design, the arbor would be mostly designed of solid board construction. 

Since the applicant has chosen to diversify the fence (85' of the fence in the area parallel to 
the driveway and facing the garage utilizes 2" spindles 4" o.c.), the arbor and gates could be 
redesigned with more openness as well. Staff feels that the wood arbor should be simpler in 
design. This would offer less weight to the appearance of the fence. And staff feels that the .fence 
should be painted at the time of construction to decrease the solidity of its appearance. Staff 
would recommend that the applicant submit subsequent revisions to be approved at a stafflevel to 
facilitate the processing of this application. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

With the following conditions, staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal 
consistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A-8(b)l: 

The proposal would not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site, or 
historic resource within an historic district 

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation #2: 

The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration offeatures and spaces that characterize a property shall be 
avoided 

and with the Takoma Park Guidelines. 

Conditions: 

I) The fence shall be constructed to be no more than 36-42" in height. 

2) The final design of the fence (either a lower version of the existing design or use of the 
more open design option) shall be reviewed by staff prior to issuance of the HAWP. 

3) The fence shall be painted at the time of construction. 

4) The arbor shall be redesigned for simplicity and re-submitted for staff review and 
approval, prior to issuance ofthe.HAWP. 

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant 
shall arrange for a field inspection by calling the Montgomery County Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), Field Services Office, five days prior to commencement of work 
and within two weeks following completion of work. 



APt'LI~A-fiON FOR 
HISTORIC Ah!A WORK PER~. f) u- ,_. ·Afl{:~'"' 

CONTACT PERSON jocd rt /JPt /-{?;.r -
I o£3 OS' 9 2.. DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. <3on 5'£3:j-- 857" 

TAX ACCOUNT I__;____;:;__ ________ _ 

NAME OF PROPERTY owNERG~ fi;t!Jsnrd DAYTIME TELEPHONE No. < -.zo~ tf r 3- 28 7'~ 
ADDREss 7 301 7?ttpMA- Ave-, T~MI'/ fl4tl.C; MD 

' CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

CONTRACTOR---------------- TELEPHONE NO. -l---.!...-----------
CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER----------

AGENT FOR OWNER~/(/ 67~_# DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO . ......:<~<fw:l_· Y,~---J:(/-'. fus.s.:;;~:.-~ ,.,~~f?::;..;~=o.-·...;;s;__~ 

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE ~ 

HOUSE NUM~ER 7 ._3V7' STREET -..J../...:~~-....:...~----~-·-----------r--
TOWNJCITY ~ ~ NEARESTCROSSSTREET ./31'fCTrMC17¥ Ave_. 
LOT 1 1 BLOCK re SUBDIVISION 7llts:fM PIHlK ~?J r 7J ~ a. 
U8ER/b5f/FOUO /38 PARCEL---------------------

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE 

1A. CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: A/C Slab Room Addition 

Construct Extend Alter/Renovate Repair Move Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodbuming Stove 

Wreck/Raze -8 Revocable Revision G"e/W~ompleteSection4)~ Other-------

18. CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE$ _3-1-_C_O:,_O:=..._ _____________________ _ 

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT I -------------

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 01 

28. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 01 

) wssc 

)WSSC 

02 

02 

) SEPTIC 

)WEU 

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 

03 

03 

) OTHER----

)OTHER-----

3A. HEIGHT 5 feet I 0 inches 7b 71> p o? Pi:>SI" A }.//dL 
38. INDICATE WHETHER THE FENCE OR RETAINING WAU IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED ON ONE OF THE FOUOWING LOCAnoNS: 

On plll1y line/property line .?<( Entirely on ,.,d ol owner ---- On public right ol wt~y/.......,.t ----

APPROVED----------- For CMirpenon, Historic Preservation Commiuion 

DISAPPROVED _______ ..;,_ __ Signature, __________ Dale __________ __;© 
n•Tt: •e-~•tef". 



THE FOLLOWING ITE. &usr BE COMPLETED AND ,..{.EQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION. 

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting, including their historical features and 
significance: 

~r~ ~tGY /luld6 ;Z$ 31/2- Y.G/11'2- e::YU> 

~ cw ~ Lor cAl !frsmpc Z>tSTlUc~ 
P£DPt127Y /~ Ator A- M~ f'Vh./ ~/TC.. .. - . 

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and, 
where applicable, the·historic district: 

~~ ~aG- C/Httti'-Ude ~ w/711-

2. SITE PLAN 

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include: 

a. the scale, north arrow. and date; 

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and 

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences. ponds, streams. trash dumpsters, mechanical 
equipment. and landscaping. 

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than 11 • X 17". Plans on 
8 1 /2" X 11" paper are preferred. 

a. Schematic construction plans. with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of 
walls, window and door openings, and other fixed features of both the existing resource(s) and the 
proposed work. 

. -

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions; clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing 
construction and. when appropriate. context. All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must 
be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each 
facade affected by the proposed work Is required. 

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS 

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the 
project. This infor!'"ation may be included on your design drawings. 

5. PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. 

a. Clearly labeled pbotographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the 
affected portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

b. Clearly label-r)hotographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and at the 
adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

TREE SURVEY 
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!·lOUSE LOCATION 

LOT 11 -BLOCK 78 
A RESUBDIVISION OF PARTS OF LOTS 1 &: 2 - BLOCK 78 

T.P.L. & T. CO.'S SUBDIVISION 

TAKOMA PARK 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

I 
...£¥. r~niJ&- I'F.VCIE.. 

(3 Stl:)E~J 
.J 

PART OF LOT 2 

PAriT OF LOT 1 

::. ~~~nA./6 Ot-/l"ffi(/-UA/.<:" R'A.ICC
( 3 S"/L;)€5.) 

= N€-<<..1 WOC.IJ Pt!F-.A./CI£ 
(4- -S'"t..b~J 

(ZONED: 11-GO) 

PLAT NO. uG~1 

uom 
rouo 

• 
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f. 

Materials Specifications as follows: 

FEINSTEIN PROPERTY 
7309 Takoma Avenue 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

- 6 x 6 Posts - pressure treated lumber 

• 

-Vertical boards, Spindle topper and framing materials- cedar (for all drawings 2 through 5) 

Description: 

Case No 11526 
Lot #11, Block #78 
7309 Takoma Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD. 

Bordered by Baltimore Avenue and Takoma Avenue, this fencing has been designed to harmonize 
with the period architecture of the house, 1880's clapboard style/Victorian Design. 
We have been very sensitive to replicate many design elements ofthe structure, for example: 
porch spindles, post brackets and the repeat of the pediment element of the second story end 
gable. 

We believe that the addition of this fencing to our property will enhance the value of our property 
as well as bring a distinctive and beautiful addition to our historic block and neighborhood. 
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THE [ MARYL~ND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION p p 8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring Maryland 20910-3760 

•c 
FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

Design, Zoning, & Preservation Division 
(301)495-4570 (Telephone) (301)495-1307 (Fax Number) 

TO: /<Mkck~ 
FRoM: ?c:bPCVa/Uav 
DATE: 6{28(q~ 

' 

FAX NUMBER: ( ~0"2 J l vl- () 4-s-1.. 

PHONE NUMBER: (~Q 4-q"S-4-l'bO 

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS TRANSMITTAL SHEET:_ 

NOTE: 
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STATEMENT OF VICTORIA FEINSTEIN 

RE: County Historic Preservation Commission 

Case No. 3713-96S 

Members of the Historic Preservation Commission: 

We have reviewed with interest the Staff Report on our application to remove the existing chain-link fence 
at 7309 Takoma Avenue and replace it with a wooden fence. We have the following observations on the 
Report: 

Fence 
Regarding the fence, the staff incorrectly assumes that we have chosen the design to maximize privacy. 
Since medieval times, a primary function offencing has been to afford a measure of security. It is out of 
this need that we aild our neighbors have formed a citizens street patrol. In the last year, the following 
serious crimes have taken place in our immediate neighborhood: Two street muggings less than 30 feet 
from our property line; an attempted entry of our property; entry and theft at both our immediate 
neighbors' homes; a forcible entry and robbery less than a block away on Baltimore Avenue; an armed car
robbery and two auto thefts, including one next door; and an armed assault on a homeowner on the comer 
of Takoma and Philadelphia Avenues. 

We are told by the Takoma Park Police that the above incidents are some of the "street scape amenities" we 
enjoy by virtue of living on the border with the District of Columbia. Psychological factors weigh in the 
choice of criminal targets, which can be countered by reducing the appearance of vulnerability. Much as 
we value the openness and informality which characterizes the neighborhood and because we have two very 
young children who often play in our yard, we are proposing a fence that would be 48" in height along the 
Takoma Avenue portion of the property rather than 42" as stated in the staff report. In addition, we 
propose a graduated fence starting from 4' and reaching a maximum height of 5' along the Baltimore 
Avenue portion of our property. 

Concerning the Staff recommendation that the "fence shall be painted at the time of construction," we have 
every intention to paint the bottom portion of the fence dove gray to match our home's siding, and the top 
portion flat white to match the porch and deck rails. However, if pressure-treated wood is selected for the 
fencing materials, industry recommendation is to wait approximately six months before painting. In any 
case, the fence posts will be pressure treated material for longevity. 

Arbor 
Regarding the design of the arbor, we cannot agree with the Staff's assessment. First, as a point of fact the 
height of the gates is not 5 feet as stated in the Report. As indicated in the sketch, it is the same height as 
the lower portion ofthe adjacent fencing or 4'. 

Second, the Staff believes that the arbor is too fancy for this neighborhood and is of an incompatible 
design. However, it should be clear that the arbor is faithful to the design of an important architectural 
resource-our home. The two end gables of our 4 year old, 1880s clapboard Victorian-style home 
prominently feature a triangular peak with a circular vent detail. The Staff also stated that, "even though, 
interesting in design, the arbor would be mostly designed of solid board construction." We beg to disagree. 
The arbor is not of a solid board construction. The horizontal slats surrounding the circular vent are not 
solid boards but horizontal lattices which thus encourages openness, a feature that the Staff was looking for 



• • 
in reviewing our application. Moreover, the arbor is not intended to have any depth to it. Having depth to 
the arbor will definitely increase the "solidity of its appearance," as noted by the Staff, but this is clearly 
not what we want to do. The two gingerbread post brackets mirror those installed on the porch. These 
points are nowhere noted in the Report and, based on our phone conversation with the Stafl: apparently did 
not factor in the Staff's assessment. Their omission suggests to us that judgments have been more 
grounded on concerns that we may over-improve our property to the envy of others, a notion which we 
firmly reject. 

Thus, in reviewing this aspect of the arbor, we are offering to revise the design by taking away the 
gingerbread brackets. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration. 

22 May 1966 C:\WORD60\CHAS\HAWP.DOC 



'· . _......, • 
RETURN TO: Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Development Services and Regulation 
250 Hungerford Drive, Rockville, Maryland 20850 
(301) 217-6370 

Historic Preservation Commission 
(301) 495-4570 

APPLICATION FOR 

HISTORIC AREA WORK c~=~vc.e! /1t.~P,~- k;J;:-rci/ 
. I of3 OS" LJ 2.. DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. <3ol ) 58 :::j- 8 57-" 

TAX ACCOUNT#.....::---....:...-------~-----

NAME bJ= PROPERTY OWNER{clftt~- IE/IJSTEEIN DAYTIME TELEPH~Ni ~-0. ( 2o2l 1--T 3- 28 ?'G 
ADDREsS 73Cfl TJ41:::QAM Ave., T/M:tMif /J4t?C; /0'D :209/2 

; 
CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

CONTRACTOR---------------- TELEPHONE NO.-~-!...-.----------

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER----------
c•//~? _.,..A/ £:-n;__..,._L)/' c1fd q:£32--3~ 

AGENT FOR OWNER __;;;'>~tr"...:...;.n....:..:...l'~.:...-.;...._/_ .,......;:C/::;._~-__..;..__...:. ____ DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. 7) 

LOCATIO~ OF BUILD~G/PREMISE -.-.. _ 11-v€. 
HOUSE NUMBER T 3 c; STREET --L~...:~ ___ 1A-:......:.. __ -......;-_-----------""'7'"""-
TOWN!CITY T~IA- !htz_.t:::- NEAREST CROSS STREET 13/tt..TI IV! C/7~ k_c 
LOT I I BLOCK lB suBo1v1s1oN 7l!tcoM ~ CA:uo (' 77 n,£ C. 
UBER/65f/F~UO /38 PARCEL---------------------

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE 

1A. CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: NC Slab Room Addition 

Construct Extend Alter/Renovate Repair Move Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodbuming Stove 

Other ______ _ W~~:~'Raze_· /~ . Revocable Revision cf';;IW~omplete Section4) 

1a CON~~~~C~T~TIMM~$_3~ __ 0_0~--~--------------------~--
1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT# -------------

... ; ~ 

PART TWO: ·COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 01 

28. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 01 

)WSSC 

)WSSC 

02 

02 

) SEPTIC 

)WELL 

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 

03 

03 

5 ' I If ~1" . 
3A. HEIGHT . feet D .. inches /{) mr ~ r V'-l r 

) OTHER----

)OTHER-----

3B. INDICATE WHETHER THE FENCE OR RETAINING WALL IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 

On party line/property line X' Entirely on land of owner ---- On public right of way/easement ----

APPROVED ___________ For Chairperson, Historic Preserntion Commission 

DISAPPROVED __________ -Signature __________ Oat•------.,------

APPUCATIONIPERMIT NO:-----'----------- DATE ALEC: __ ..;.... __ DATE ISSUED: _____ _ 

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS 



:p;---~~-~~~-~-.~------~----------~--------~-~-~~-·~~7~·~~~·~ 
\ \ 

' \ ' 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION. -

1. . WRITIEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

a. Description of existing structure(s} and environmental setting, including their historical features and 
significance: 

B/li~ #1#ltGY /hid£ :ZS 31/2- y~ OU) 

~ cW ~ Lo/ (M /hS7lYIZic 2JtS7/2/C7-
PI2ofb27Y IS' A3!} A- ,M'~ f't.M.l' . (';~ . 

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s}, the environmental setting, and, 
• where applicable, the historic district: 

R£p~ 4:&naG- C/htltifl-Ut<//:' ~ w"TII-

2. SITE PLAN 

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include: 

a. ·· the scale, north arrow, and date; 

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and 

c. site features such as walkways, drivew'<i:'ys, fences, ponds. streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical 
equipment, and landscaping. 

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

You must submn 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than 11" X 17". Plans on 
8 1/2" X 11" paper are preferred. 

a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of 
walls, window and door openings, and other fixed features of both the existing resource(s} and the 
proposed work. 

b. Elevations (facades}, with marked 9im.ensions. clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing 
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must 
be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each 
facade affected by the proposed work Is required. 

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS 

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the 
project. This information may be included on your design drawings. 

5. PHOTOGRAPHS 

· a. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the· 
affected portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the 
adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

6. TREE SURVEY 

· If you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or larger in diameter {at 
approximately 4 feet above the ground), you must file an accurate tree survey identifying the size, location, 
and species of each tree of at least that dimension . 

. . 
7. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNERS 

For all projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants), including 
· names, addresses, and zip codes. This list should include the owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin 

the parcel in question, as well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s} which lie directly across the 
streeVhighway from the parcel in question. You can obtain this information from the Department of 
Assessments and Taxation, 51 Monroe Street, RockVille, (279-1355). · · 

- Please print (in blue or hl;:~r~ inlf\ nr f"l'll=) th; ... ; ... f • ,.,., .... ; • • 



• 
Materials Specifications as follows: 

FEINSTEIN PROPERTY 
7309 Takoma Avenue 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

- 6 x 6 Posts - pressure treated lumber 

• 

- VertiCal boards, Spindle topper and framing materials - cedar (for all drawings 2 through 5) 

Description: 

Case No 11526 
Lot #11, Block #78 
7309 Takoma Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD. 

Bordered by Baltimore Avenue and Takoma Avenue, this fencing has been designed to harmonize 
with the period architecture of the house, 1880's clapboard styleNictorian Design. 
We have been very sensitive to replicate many design elements of the structure, for example: 
porch spindles, post brackets and the repeat of the pediment element of the second story end 
gable. 

We believe that the addition of this fencing to our property will enhance the value of our property 
as well as bring a distinctive and beautiful addition to our historic block and neighborhood. 



• 
Materials Specifications as follows: 

FEINSTEIN PROPERTY 
7309 Takoma Avenue 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

- 6 x 6 Posts - pressure treated lumber 
-Vertical boards, Spindle topper and framing materials- cedar (for all drawings 2 through 5) 

Description: 

Case No 11526 
Lot # 11, Block #78 
7309 Takoma Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD. 

Bordered by Baltimore Avenue and Takoma Avenue, this fencing has been designed to harmonize 
with the period architecture of the house, 1880's clapboard styleNictorian Design. 
We have been very sensitive to replicate many design elements of the structure, for example: 
porch spindles, post brackets and the repeat of the pediment element ofthe second story end 
gable. 

We believe that the addition of this fencing to our property will enhance the value of our property 
as well as bring a distinctive and beautiful addition to our historic block and neighborhood. 
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• 
CASE NO. 11526 

FEINSTIEN 
HOUSE LOCATION 

LOT 11 - BLOCI< 78 

• 
A RESUBDIVISION OF PARTS OF LOTS 1 & 2 - BLOCK 78 

T.P.L. & T. CO.'S SUBDIVISION 

TAKOMA PARK 
MONTCOMEnY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

I 
._B.,cr~nl..ftS- ~Ct::_ 

(.3 Sl'.b~) 
3 

PART OF LOT 2 

PART OF LOT 1 

~~.~.n.v& G-(r17u-ul/.c- .Rx~C£ 
C3 S"/.D~) 

;:::;; N~ WOOD ~C€.... 
(Lf:- ~/2>~J 

(ZONED: R-60) 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 7309 TAKOMA AVENUE 

CERTIFICATE 
I HEREBY DECLARE THAT lHE POSITIOI~ Of ALL 

,tiL. VISI!JLE EXISTI' !C !!.~PIHWn'l·~w; SIIOWN 01~ 

THE AOOVE DESCHIBED PHOPEI<l'f !IAV£ Ul:TN 

CENH!AL MAI~YLAND SUilVEYOilS 

~~ ... ,B~~ :,:T:O 6621 
)10 tlO~liM[W UHIVE (JOI) 2ii2-2500 J'AX (JOI) 161-9076 OOl'/IE, MD 20716 

DE~N P ~t~s~~~~- ~ 4 FOLIO 

ll1is loco lion lor litlu purposes only, no Iiiio reporl lurnishud, nol lo IJu used or tJclcnnining IH CJpo.tr lines, 1Juiltli11g fencus N oUuH improvcmunb. 
Prope1\y corner markcr3 NOT Jmmrl, or guaranteed l:y lhis locolion. 
U.R.L. lufamlallan, if si\OWII wus ol>luhll'ol frolll o>isling record plul or local agencies and lo nol 9uaranlacu uy CIJS, INC. 
Building line and/or nood Zona ihlerrnution is subfact to lha j,,lCiprolatiou ol lhu originulor. 
CMS. Inc. does nol certify lu unshovm or 11nrecorded encroochmenl• or overlap>. 
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JUN-05-96 03:25 PM VICKY.PINPIN-FEINSTEIN 

June 5, 1996 

Ms. Patricia Parker 

• 
7309 Takoma Avenue 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

Montgomery County Historic Planning Commission 
(via fax) 

Dear Ms. Parker: 

301 587·8576 • 

Re: Historic Area Work Permit 
Fence Replacement at 7309 Takoma Avenue. Takoma Park 

Pending receipt of advice from the Department of Transportation on our proposed fence design, please 
postpone our scheduled June l2 hearing until further notice. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

P.01 



• • 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION C01\1MISSION STAFF REPORT 

Address: 7309 Takoma Avenue 

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District 

Case Number: 37/3-96S 

Public Notice: 5/08/96 

Applicant: Charles and Vicky Feinstein 

PROPOSAL: Remove existing fence; Install new fencing on all 
four sides 

BACKGROUND 

Meeting Date: 5/22/96 

HAWP: Alteration 

Tax Credit: No 

Report Date: 5/15/96 

Staff: Patricia Parker 

RECOMMEND: Approve 
w/conditions 

The applicant proposes to remove an existing chain link fence on the property. In its place, 
the applicant proposes to construct approximately 315' of 4'0" high solid wood board fence 
topped with 2"x 2" wood pickets, 1'0" high, and spaced 2" o.c. with top rail. The overall height of 
the fence would be 5'0". The applicant would use 6"x 6" posts 5'10" high with ball finials at 8' 
intervals. This fence would be placed on three sides of the property- including the areas facing 
Takoma and Baltimore Avenues. 

On the northeast side of the property (parallel to the driveway and facing the garage), the 
applicant proposes to construct a 5'0" high fence with similar post and ball finial but with 50% 
openness. The vertical lattice would be spaced 4" apart using 2" spindles. 

As part ofthe fencing, on Takoma Avenue, the applicant proposes a somewhat ornate 
wood arbor entrance. As proposed, the wooden arbor would be 6'4" high with double solid gates 
5'0" in height. On Baltimore Avenue, the new fence would have a driveway opening to include 
double gates 10'0" wide with an appearance similar to the fence. 

This fence proposal, constructed on the property of a non-contributing resource (a new 
house built circa 1989-1992) would be completely visible from two public streets, Takoma and 
Baltimore Avenues in the Takoma Park Historic District. 

DISCUSSION 

The Guidelines for the Takoma Park Historic District state that new construction, or 
resources considered non-contributing, shall receive the most lenient level of design review and 
that proposals involving resources within this category should be approved as a matter of course. 
But the Guidelines also state that the review of proposals involving resources within this category 
should also consider the impact of proposed alterations which affect the surrounding street 
scape and " ... which could impair the character of the historic district as a whole." 

The design of the fence is elaborate in detail. But staff is less concerned with the amount 
of detail as the concern about the solidity ofthe fence. Staff feels that this proposal could be 
approved if the fence were lower in height and/or designed with more openness. In fact, the 
applicant has chosen a more open design for the fence in the area parallel to the driveway and 
facing the garage. This design could be utilized on a fence lower in height for the remaining · 
sections ofthe fence. Staffunderstands that the applicant has chosen this fence design to achieve 



• 
privacy. But when staff visited the site and observed fencing on Baltimore and Takoma Avenues, 
existing fencing is lower than the proposed fence and, where present, fencing is more open. Staff 
recommends that the applicant lower the fence to be .no more than 36-42" in height. 

The Guidelines further state that " ... the goal of new construction within residential 
districts is to be sympathetic to the traditional street and building patterns in the district, while 
allowing for creative new building designs .... Unique designs which may not adhere strictly to 
traditional neighborhood practices, but which are sensitive to and compatible with the fabric of 
the community should be supported." Staff recognizes the individuality of the design and that it is 
creative. However, staff feels that the arbor component of the fence, as proposed, on a highly 
visible street corner in the Takoma Park Historic District, is not compatible. Even though, 
interesting in design, the arbor would be mostly designed of solid board construction. 

Since the applicant has chosen to diversify the fence (85' of the fence in the area parallel to 
the driveway and facing the garage utilizes 2" spindles 4" o.c.), the arbor and gates could be 
redesigned with more openness as well. Staff feels that the wood arbor should be simpler in 
design. This would offer less weight to the appearance of the fence. And staff feels that the fence 
should be painted at the time of construction to decrease the solidity of its appearance. Staff 
would recommend that the applicant submit subsequent revisions to be approved at a staff level to 
facilitate the processing of this application. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

With the following conditions, staff recommends that the Commission find the proposal 
consistent with the purposes of Chapter 24A-8(b)l: 

The proposal would not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site, or 
historic resource within an historic district 

and with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation #2: 

The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be 
avoided 

and with the Takoma Park Guidelines. 

Conditions: 

1) The fence shall be constructed to be no more than 36-42" in height. 

2) The final design ofthe fence (either a lower version ofthe existing design or use ofthe 
more open design option) shall be reviewed by staff prior to issuance of the HA WP. 

3) The fence shall be painted at the time of construction. 

4) The arbor shall be redesigned for simplicity and re-submitted for staff review and 
approval, prior to issuance of the HAWP. 

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant 
shall arrange for a field inspection by calling the Montgomery County Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), Field Services Office, five days prior to commencement of work 
and within two weeks following completion ofwork. 



j.tt'~LI~A-I.IUN 1-UH - -
HISTORIC A~A WORK PERI\Ir. n • ,v _ ,... ·~7[;r;., 

CONTACT PERSON /;1ce! rt tJPt /-€:.t . 

1 oe os 9 2 DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. <3ol) Sf3::;- 857~ 
TAX ACCOUNT#--------~---

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER~ fi2AfS'J7E/N DAYTIME TELEPHON~ NO. ( 2o2.) 1-f-3- 29 ?0 
ADDREss 7 3 Of 7/4kPMA Ave . I T#::bMI'I PAt<c; MD '20t:tl2... 

> 
CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

CONTRACTOR---------------- TELEPHONE NO.-~-.!....------------

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER----------

AGENT FOR OWNER ~A/ b~ DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. --l(...J9r...!./...J'f,L!..---J:(/-'lfw3~--...:8=-:v~--..;;;S;._~ 

LOCATIO~ OF BUILD~G/PREMISE __,_ 11-v€ 
HOUSE NUMBER ? 3 9 STREET-L./-!~:....:...:._:_.....:..:...!--·---·------------;;--
TOWNICITY T~ ~ NEARESTCROSSSTREET ./3Af;71Mcr7¥ k-. 
LOT 1 1 BLOCK l& SUBDIVISION 7l/t4?!M- PH1ZK Gtu?J L 7J ~ a. 
UBER/D59/ FOUO /3f} PARCEL---------------------

PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE 

1A. CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: CIRCLE ALL APPLICABLE: A/C Slab Room Addition 

Construct Extend Alter/Renovate Repair Move Porch Deck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodbuming Stove 

Wr~~:~Raze /~ Revocable Revision ~mpleteSection4)~ Other ______ _ 

1B. CONSTRUCTicm COST ESTIMATE$ __:3;:._;... _d_"....:O:.. . ....:0=----------------------:---

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT# -------------

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 

2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 01 

2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY 01 

)WSSC 

)WSSC 

02 

02 

) SEPTIC 

)WELL 

03 

03 

) OTHER----

)OTHER-----

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 

3A. HEIGHT 5 feel /0 i'lches 7l> /1:> P D? ?~Y ~ N/AL 
3B. INDICATE WHETHER THE FENCE OR RETAINING WALL IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED ON ONE OF THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 

On party line/property line .X Entirely on r.td of owner ---- On public right of way/eaM~~ttnl ----

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE THE FOREGOING APPUCATION, THAT THEAPPUCATION IS CORRECT, AND THAT 
THE CONSTRUCTION WILL COMPLY PLANS APPROVED BY ALL AGENCIES USTED AND I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACCEPT THIS 

TOB A DITii?J(~EISSU EOFTHI~MIT. 2-8 ,4p/L/L /996 
Date 

APPROVED -----------For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission 

DISAPPROVED ______ __;, __ . Signature·----------Date ______ ,.....-___ _ 



THE FOLLOWING ITE. MUST BE COMPLETED AND ,.&EQUIRED DOCUMENTS 
MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION. , 

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

a. Description of existing structure{s} and environmental setting, including their historical features and 
significance: 

i5/~ ~tGY 1/otd€.. :ZS 31/2- y~ CfL4J 

~ ~ ~ Lo7' ()) fhS7lY/2/C. })tS772ecC 
P£DPe/2.7Y /S Alol ,4 M~ f'~ ~/7C.-- . 

b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and, 
where applicable, the historic district: 

~LAa: ~MG C#ftltt/-Utif_e ~ W/711-

2. SITE PLAN 

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include: 

a. the scale, north arrow, and date; 

b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and 

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams. trash dumpsters. mechanical 
equipment. and landscaping. 

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no larger than 11" X 17". Plans on 
8 1 /2" X 11" paper are preferred. 

a. Schematic construction plans. with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of 
walls, window and door openings, and other fixed features of both the existing resource(s} and the 
proposed work. · 

b. Elevations (facades}, with marked di~ilsioris; clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing 
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must 
be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each 
facade affected by the proposed work Is required. 

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS ' 

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation In the work of the 
project. This infor~ation may be included on your design drawings. 

5. PHOTOGRAPHS 

6. 

a. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the 
affected portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

b. Clearly labsi·'~otographic ·prints of the resource· as viewed· from the public right-of-way and ot the 
adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs. 

TREE SURVEY 
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!lOUSE LOCATION 

LOT 11 - BLOC!< 78 
A RESUBOIVISION OF PARTS OF LOTS 1 & 2 - BLOCK 78 

T.P.L. & T. CO.'S SUBDIVISION 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 
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Materials Specifications as follows: 

FEINSTEIN PROPERTY 
7309 Takoma Avenue 

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

- 6 x 6 Posts - pressure treated lumber 
- Vertical boards, Spindle topper and framing materials - cedar (for all drawings 2 through 5) 

Description: 

Case No 11526 
Lot # 11, Block #78 
7309 Takoma Avenue 
Takoma Park, MD. 

Bordered by Baltimore Avenue and Takoma Avenue, this fencing has been designed to harmonize 
with the period architecture of the house, 1880's clapboard styleNictorian Design. 
We have been very sensitive to replicate many design elements of the structure, for example: 
porch spindles, post brackets and the repeat of the pediment .element of the second story end 
gable. 

We believe that the addition of this fencing to our property will enhance the value of our property 
as well as bring a distinctive and beautiful addition to our historic block and neighborhood. 
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