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HISTORIC PRESERVAT MMISSI TAFF REPORT

Address: 7700 Takoma Avenue | Meeting Date: 6/24/98

Resource: Takoma Park Historic District Review: HAWP

Case Number: 37/3-98EE Tax Credit: Yes

Public Notice: 6/10/98 Report Date: 6/17/98

Applicant:  Sally Brucker Staff: Robin D. Ziek

PROPOSAL: Porch roof replacement RECOMMENDATIONS: APPROVAL

PR T DESCRIPTI

RESOURCE: Outstanding Resource in the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Queen Anne
DATE: 1896

This 2-1/2 story frame Victorian home, with a prominent wrap-around front porch, is
located on the corner of Takoma Avenue and New York Avenue, across the street from
Montgomery College. It is notable in the history of Takoma Park for its architecture and for its
association as a dormitory with the Bliss Electric School. The property was derelict in the 1960's,
and was very close to being demolished. However, through the activism of Takoma Park residents,
the property was saved, and the house has been substantially rehabilitated and makes its _
contribution to the historic district. The house is presently roofed with ceder shingles which are in
moderately good condition on the main roofs, but in substantially poor condition on the porch roof.

PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes to remove the ceder shingles on the front porch roof and install
asphalt shingles by CertainTeed. The shingles are a multi-ply variegated shingles. The wood
shingles on the main roofs of the house would remain at this time.

TAFF

The ceder shingles on the front porch roof are in very poor condition due to a number of
different factors. The slope of the porch roof is shallow, as is typical, and the roof doesn’t shed
water as quickly as it does on the main roofs. In addition, the roof is shaded with mature oaks, and
evergreens (cedars?) which contribute to moisture retention. Finally, it is possible that the shingles
were installed without an air gap, either directly over plywood or tarpaper. Wood shingles are
supposed to be laid up on a spacer system which provides ventilation on the underside of the
shingles. Any and all of these factors would contribute to the rapid deterioration of the porch roof.
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The applicant has indicated to staff that this wood shingle roof was installed by the previous
owner who undertook the initial rehabilitation of the house over 20 years ago. These shingles
roofs have approximately a 20-year life due to the use of new-growth woods which are not as
resistant to decay as the material made from old-growth forests historically. 1t is safe to assume
that the applicant or some other owner will be replacing the existing wood shingle roof on the
remainder of the house at some future date.

The house is notable for the prominent variety of decoration and textures. Both German
siding and wood shingles are used for siding. The porch rail is Chippendale, and the columns are
Eastlake with fan brackets. The side porch on the second floor is highlighted with an arched
opening of square lattice, and the attic is highlighted with a set of three arched windows.

With all of that, the cedar shingle roof is also a highly textured element on the house with
depth and texture. The porch roof is readily apparent from the other side of the street and also
contributes to the overall sense of depth, quality of materials, and small-scale texture where the
materials of the house contribute to the overall sense of decoration. It is not unreasonable,
however, for the applicant to consider other options to wood shingles since the new shingles do not
perform to provide the years of service that wood shingles historically provided (40-50 years).

The applicant’s choice of the multi-ply variegated shingle will provide some sense of depth
and texture and shadow for the porch roof, and is the best choice among the asphalt shingle-
options. Staff notes that, historically, shallow-pitched roofs were often protected with metal roofs.
However, there is no information as to what was actually on this house originally, and any guess is
supposition at this point. The Takoma Park Guidelines for Outstanding Resources note (p. 15) that
“preservation of original building materials and use of appropriate, compatible new materials is
encouraged.” In this particular case, the multi-ply variegated asphalt shingle has been developed to
respond to concerns about the flat “wall-paper” look of the single-ply asphalt shingle roof. It may,
therefore, for considered a compatible new material.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission find this proposal consistent with the purposes of
Chapter 24A-8(b)2: '

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural or
cultural features of the historic site, or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and
would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter;

and with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9:

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize
the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

- and subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County Department of

Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS
Field Services Office at (301) 217-6240 prior to commencement of work and not more than two

weeks following completion of work.






HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7700 Takoma Avenue B Meeting Date: 6/24/98

Resource:  Takoma Park Historic District Review: HAWP

Case Number: 37/3-98EE Tax Credit: Yes

Public Notice: 6/10/98 - Report Date: 6/17/98

Applicant:  Sally Brucker : Staff: Robin D. Ziek

PROPOSAL: Porch roof replacement RECOMMENDATIONS: APPROVAL
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

RESOURCE: Outstanding Resource in the Takoma Park Histdﬁc District

STYLE: Queen Anne :

DATE: 1896

This 2-1/2 story frame Victorian home, with a prominent wrap-around front porch, is
located on the corner of Takoma Avenue and New York Avenue, across the street from
Montgomery College. It is notable in the history of Takoma Park for its architecture and for its
association as a dormitory with the Bliss Electric School. The property was derelict in the 1960's,
and was very close to being demolished. However, through the activism of Takoma Park residents,
the property was saved, and the house has been substantially rehabilitated and makes its
contribution to the historic district. The house is presently roofed with ceder shingles which are in
moderately good condition on the main roofs, but in substantially poor condition on the porch roof.

- PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes to remove the ceder shingles on the front porch roof and install
asphalt shingles by CertainTeed. The shingles are a multi-ply variegated shingles. The wood
shingles on the main roofs of the house would remain at this time.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The ceder shingles on the front porch roof are in very poor condition due to a number of
different factors. The slope of the porch roof is shaliow, as is typical, and the roof doesn’t shed
water as quickly as it does on the main roofs. In addition, the roof is shaded with mature oaks, and
evergreens (cedars?) which contribute to moisture retention. Finally, it is possible that the shingles
were installed without an air gap, either directly over plywood or tarpaper. Wood shingles are
supposed to be laid up on a spacer system which provides ventilation on the underside of the
shingles. Any and all of these factors would contribute to the rapid deterioration of the porch roof.
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The applicant has indicated to staff that this wood shingle roof was installed by the previous
owner who undertook the initial rehabilitation of the house over 20 years ago. These shingles
roofs have approximately a 20-year life due to the use of new-growth woods which are not as
resistant to decay as the material made from old-growth forests historically. It is safe to assume
that the applicant or some other owner will be replacing the existing wood shingle roof on the
remainder of the house at some future date.

The house is notable for the prominent variety of decoration and textures. Both German
siding and wood shingles are used for siding. The porch rail is Chippendale, and the columns are
Eastlake with fan brackets. The side porch on the second floor is highlighted with an arched
opening of square lattice, and the attic is highlighted with a set of three arched windows.

With all of that, the cedar shingle roof is also a highly textured element on the house with
depth and texture. The porch roof'is readily apparent from the other side of the street and also
contributes to the overall sense of depth, quality of materials, and small-scale texture where the
materials of the house contribute to the overall sense of decoration. It is not unreasonable,
however, for the applicant to consider other options to wood shingles since the new shingles do not
perform to provide the years of service that wood shingles historically provided (40-50 years).

The applicant’s choice of the multi-ply variegated shingle will provide some sense of depth
and texture and shadow for the porch roof, and is the best choice among the asphalt shingle-
options. Staff notes that, historically, shallow-pitched roofs were often protected with metal roofs.
However, there is no information as to what was actually on this house originally, and any guess is
supposition at this point. The Takoma Park Guidelines for Outstanding Resources note (p. 15) that
“preservation of original building materials and use of appropriate, compatible new materials is
encouraged.” In this particular case, the multi-ply variegated asphalt shingle has been developed to
respond to concerns about the flat “wall-paper” look of the single-ply asphalt shingle roof. It may,
therefore, for considered a compatible new material.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission find this proposal consistent with the purposes of
Chapter 24A-8(b)2:

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural or
cultural features of the historic site, or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and
would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter;

and with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #9:

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize
the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size,
scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

and subject to the general condition that, after issuance of the Montgomery County Department of

Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS
Field Services Office at (301) 217-6240 prior to commencement of work and not more than two

weeks following completion of work.
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