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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND . PLANNING COMMISSION

P
8797 Georgia Avenie • Sbw Spring. Maryland 20910-3760

"!C

MEMORANDUM

TO: Robert Hubbard, Acting Chief
Division of Development Services and Regulation
Department of Environmental Protection

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Design, Zoning, and Preservation Division
M-NCPPC

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit

DATE:

The Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the
attached application for a Historic Area Work Permit. The appli-
cation was:

Approved

Approved with Conditions:

Denied.

The Building Permit for this project should be issued conditional
upon adherance to the approved Historic Area'Work Permit.

Applicant:

Address:



Historic Preservation Commission

51 Monroe Street, 'Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850

217-3625

APPLICATION FORAPPL C v
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT. {
TAX ACCOUNT # 5)-023.1715

Audubon iNaturaliat Soci.etY' Of Lhe Certtral Atlantic

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER States. Inc. .TELEPHONE NO. ?Oi- ~5L-01F~3

(Contract/Purchaser) (Include Area Code)

ADDRESS Rq O Tnr-es Mi11 Ed Qrn6vv ChaSe viii 20£315
CITY STATE STATE _ - ZIP

CONTRACTOR ntr--t: Sire,'-WI—Itrir TELEPHONE NO. '301-933-31911

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER ;

PLANS PREPARED BY Preciu:i.nrx Survev:i_na & Conjult.ina TELEPHONE NO. 301-474-41300

(Indlude Area Code)
REGISTRATION NUMBER ND Ill

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number 8940 Street ~Tox — 1̀1L11 ~~~`~~

Town/City Chevy Gtase Election District

Nearest Cross Street %466 ho1? ow Drive

Lot Block Subdivision

Liber Folio Parcel 774 Man H2 (61

1A. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) _Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition

Construct Extend/Add Alter/Renovate -Repair Porch Deck Fireplace Shed„ olar Woodburning Stove

Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable Revision Fence/Wall (co'mplete SectionAOther . I-1 Ln
_-

AB. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $ 1400

1C. I F THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT*

10. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY PeTX-0

1E. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? y'e

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS
2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

01 ( 1 WSSC 02 ,1 1 Septic 01 ( ) WSSC 02 ( ) Well

03 ( ) Other 03 ( ► Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL
4A. HEIGHT feet —, inches
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner

3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make;tlie foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans approved by all agencies listed 

h

and I herebyecknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

~~ l i % •1/I / 1~V. 
Ah14,

Signature of owner or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) Date

APPROVED_ i For Chairper r' Pr ti C missi

y DISAPPROVED Sihnatur Date
~ 

I

~ v I

APPLICATION/PERMIT I N G FEE:$
DATE FILED: PERMIT FEE:$
DATE ISSUED: BALANCE$
OWNERSHIP CODE: RECEIPT N0: FEE WAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 8940 Jones Mill Road Meeting Date: 4/27/94

Resource: Woodend

Case Number: 35/12-94A

Public Notice: 4/13/94

Applicant: Audubon Naturalist Society

PROPOSAL: Install sign

Review:HAWP/Alteration

Tax Credit: No

Report Date: 4/20/94

Staff: Nancy Witherell

RECOMMEND: Approve

The HAWP application, filed retroactively, is for the installa-
tion of a wooden sign measuring 4' x 8' on square posts with
finials. On Jones Mill Road approximately 350 feet from the
gatehouse near the driveway entrance to the property, the double-
faced sign, placed perpendicular to the road, has both permanent
and changeable lettering.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The sign does not interfere with the pair of signs at the drive-
way that state "Audubon Naturalist Society" and the name of the
estate and address. The newer sign is evidently meant to be seen
as people drive along Jones Mill Road and to provide information
about upcoming public programs.

In material, form, and dimensions, it is similar to the earlier
signs and does not interefere with the views to or from the
historic property or the character and openness of the landscape.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the Commission find the sign compatible
with the character of the house and landscape and consistent with
the purposes of Chapter 24A, particularly 24A-8(b)1:

The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior
features of an historic site, or historic resource within an
historic district;

and with Standard #2:

The historic character of a property shall be retained and
preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration
of features and spaces that characterize a property.shall be
avoided.



Historic Preservation Commission

51 Monroe Street, Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850

217-3625

APPLICATION FOR --- -- ' - - =
HISTORIC AREA--WORK PERMIT' -
TAX ACCOUNT'* --- 53-023373.5

.

Audubon Naturalist Society 0 the Central Atlantic
NAME OF.PROPERTY OWNER.. States, Itzc. _ TELEPHONE NO.301-652-9188

(Contract/Purchaser) (Include Area Code)
ADDRESS8940 T, oG Mi?1 Rd. Chew Chase MD 20815

CITY STATE ZIP

CONTRACTOR hilt aiGz Q-ter TELEPHONE NO. 301-933-3191

- " - CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER

PLANS PREPARED BY Precision Surveying & Consulting TELEPHONE N0. 301-474-4800
Services - - -(Include Area Code) --

REGISTRATION NUMBER MD 171

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number 8940 - Street Jones Mill Road

Town/City Chevy Chase Election District

Nearest Cross Street Woodhollow Drive

Lot ' Block : _Subdivision

Liber Folio Parcel 224, MAP Hp SA1

IA. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition

Construct Extend/Add Alter/Renovate Repair 7 - Porch ' Deck Fireplace L Sh~ lar Woodburning Stove

Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable Revision Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) ̀ h shin

1B. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $ 1400

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMITSEE PERMIT #
1D. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY Penco

1E. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? ~'es

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS
2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 26. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

01 ( 1 WSSC 02 ( 1 Septic 01 ( 1 WSSC 02 1 ) Well
03 ( 1 Other 03 ( 1 Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL
4A. HEIGHT feet inches
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner
3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans approved by all agencies listed and I he y nowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner or authorized a n agent must have signature notarized on back) Date
•w 

••w•w•••arrrrrrrwr••rar♦•rrrr•rrrr•♦rrrrrrr••wrrrr••r••rr:+rr•rr•wrrw••rw•••••rrrrrrr•rrrrr

APPROVED For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission

DISAPPROVED Signature Date
i

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: FILING FEE: $
nt7c cn, r __. ... --



2. Statement of ProiewIntent:

Short, written statement that describes:

a. the proposed design of the new work, in terms of scale, massing,
materials, details, and landscaping:

The.sign is wood; the middle three lines are replaceable.type.
Landscaping and plantings around the sian will be comnlet_ed
this spring.

b. the relationship of this design to the existing resource(s):

The design of the sign is compatible with the existina
structures.

c. the way in which the proposed work conforms to the specific
requirements of the Ordinance (Chapter 24A):

The project is appropriate because it does not substantially
alter the area.

3. Proiect Plan:

. Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale (staff will advise on
area required). Plan to include:

a. the scale, north arrow, and date;

b. dimensions and heights of all existing and proposed structures;

c. brief description and age of all structures (e.g., 2 story, frame
house c.1900);

d. grading at no less than 5' contours (contour maps can be obtained
from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission,
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring; telephone 495-4610); and

e. site features such as walks, drives, fences ponds, streams, trash
dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

4. Tree Survey: If applicable, tree survey indicating location, caliper
and species of all trees within project area which are 6" in caliper or
larger (including those to be removed).

Z 0 2



0 •
5. Design Features: Schematic construction plans drawn to scale at 1/8"

=1'-0", or 1/4" - 1'-0", indicating location, size and general type of
walls, window and door openings, roof profiles, and other fixed features
of both the existing resource(s) and the proposed work.

6. Facades: Elevation drawings, drawn to scale at 1/8" - 1'0", or 1/4" _
1 10", clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures
proposed for exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An
existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each facade affected by the
proposed work is reauired.

7. Materials Specifications: General description of materials and
manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project.

8. Photos of Resources: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of
each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected
portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

9. Photos of Context: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of the
resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and from adjoining
properties, and of the adjoining and facing properties.

Color renderings and models are encouraged, but not generally required.

Applicant shall submit 2 copies of all materials in a format no larger
than 8 1/2" x 14"; black and white photocopies of color photos are acceptable
with the submission of one original photo.

10. Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners. For all projects, provide an
accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants),
including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list should include the
owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, as
well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. If you need assistance
obtaining this information, call the Department of Assessments and
Taxation, at 279-1355.

1. Name 'e- Qe"?— G~~aCWI' tS s

Address

City/Zip

2. Name

Address

City/Zip

-3-



MONTGOMERY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CASE NO.
SIGN REVIEW BOARD
250 HUNGERFORD DRIVE, 2ND FLOOR, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 208584153
PHONE: (301) 217-6280

CERTIFICATION OF NOTICE TO AFFECTED PARTIES

Sign Review Board
250 Hungerford Drive, 2nd Floor, Station 5
Rockville, Maryland 20850-4153

Note: The applicant shall supply the names and certify that notice has been sent
to those parties to whom notice is required and shall fumish such Certification
of Notice and a listing of the persons to whom notice has been sent to the
Sign Review Board at least (15) days prior to the hearing.

ADDRESS OF PROJECT: - 6~5-Q_ -2 ° $/S

DATE NOTICES SENT: 5--

SIGNED

5 -

SIGNED I~~ian~f~ W A/i c4o11_-S
Print Name Signature

(3~~~ Gs-~.-S~~y ~ • may- i y
Telephone Date-

OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESSES: 
, + 

rA"

2.

3. -7- ~9 l "~-h- /y~lt~rn J. ~u~s~% 9D~/ Ve11 hr-

4.

r

4. ̀1 -/ 19 - R 2 S. ~1- D T• Pre C~i7/9n 1-L. ye 11 P ~ U

11

~-~. 12

11

0



MONTGOMERY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CASE NO. 614C 0o 3~-
SIGN REVIEW BOARD
250 HUNGERFORD DRIVE, 2ND FLOOR, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 208504153
PHONE: (301) 217-6280

CERTIFICATION OF NOTICE TO AFFECTED PARTIES

Sign Review. Board
250 Hungerford Drive, 2nd Floor, Station 5
Rockville, Maryland 20850-4153

Note: The applicant shall supply the names and certify that notice has been sent
to those parties to whom notice is required and shall furnish such Certification
of Notice and a listing of the persons to whom notice has been sent to the
Sign Review Board at least (15) days prior to the hearing.

ADDRESS OF PROJECT: ~~ ~~ ~~ C Cl t

DATE NOTICES SENT Z

Z o,?/S--

SIGNED ~cz°:"'l f~ ~•/. 1V c~~J '?J x"

Print Name Signature

sy
Telephone Date

OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESSES: 
i

U. 

2. —_~L_~ -- - GInr ~' . iYl 1 Z led

N



MONTGOMERY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CASE NO. l~ t✓ C 03~
SIGN REVIEW BOARD
258 HUNGERFORD DRIVE, 2ND FLOOR, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 208504153
PHONE: (301) 217-6280

CERTIFICATION OF NOTICE TO AFFECTED PARTIES

Sign Review. Board
250 Hungerford Drive, 2nd Floor, Station 5
Rockville, Maryland 20850-4153

Note: The applicant shall supply the names and certify that notice has been sent
to those parties to whom notice is required and shall furnish such Certification
of Notice and a listing of the persons to whom notice has been sent to the
Sign Review Board at least (15) days prior to the hearing.

ADDRESS OF PROJECT:

DATE NOTICES SENT: Z - z.S' -

SIGNED
Print Name Signature

Telephone Date

OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESSES:

2. -7 - 9/; —L - ̀ 7 h N . A • SiY}~', z a1 c; S SAD ; 'r

3.

~hOr7-I~S F- ~' g•~i• Ca2b~ ti

.D"Jnhh T. 5

11. \ _-3CD 11 J> 'TrL l,yrP~g ip:~ , -1-n~-, , 5 -/) —' i i) iv > 1194,1&S 1 I-L , -ve

12. R-0 1L , I L 1 4) ~ C;L a as (-)

C'riL-ecasc -:i Ct-CZ C1%zVY U, zae-, vkkD 2-ogis wk-lecs

O~D



MONTGOMERY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CASE NO. 40C)037—
SIGN 

dC)037—
SIGN REVIEW BOARD
250 HUNGERFORD DRIVE, 2ND FLOOR, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850-4153
PHONE: (301) 217-6280

CERTIFICATION OF NOTICE TO AFFECTED PARTIES

Sign Review Board
250 Hungerford Drive, 2nd Floor, Station 5
Rockville, Maryland 20850-4153

Note: The applicant shall supply the names and certify that notice has been sent
to those parties to whom notice is required and shall furnish such Certification
of Notice and a listing of the persons to whom notice has been sent to the
Sign Review Board at least (15) days prior to the hearing.

ADDRESS OF PROJECT: 9 S'o 70ho,

DATE NOTICES SENT:

C~~ ne7~ 
r—

SIGNED / ~~ IV, AS

Print Name Signature

3 - -may- y
Telephone Date

OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESSES:

1. SN 30 1 -3 F Apa dQ U Pr

_1'Y:- Al- S~br,~&eef p~ ~ocls'yt ~~a Q

3. -509 - -i & Thorny ~',/GOAL, aj l Elk s-A -r / -heloto rerYJ2e ~-

4. ?~~ s 07 /d Q n / Q y~ ore P / ~a~,~ f ~, Yh

26

No LLd k CkiftA~V'~

1077 LLO-

1 --2 IC L-LO, 1m)
12.C . !'~ o ! A -L•~ . 1 e~ ~' i f?b Lt0 d aYi~

7 4-~-



MONTGOMERY COUNTY GOVERNMENT CASE NO. T O UO S

SIGN REVIEW BOARD
250 HUNGERFORD DRIVE, 2ND FLOOR, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850-4153
PHONE: (301) 217-6280

CERTIFICATION OF NOTICE TO AFFECTED PARTIES

Sign Review Board
250 Hungerford Drnre, 2nd Floor, Station 5
Rockville, Maryland 20850-4153

Note: The applicant shall supply the names and cer dy that notice has been sent
to those parties to whom notice is required and shall fumish such Certification
of Notice and a listing of the persons to whom notice has been sent. to the
Sign Review Board attleast (15) days prior to the hearing. 

}~ ,
ADDRESS OF PROJEC aT:  4o o 

DATE NOTICES SENT:

~"~.~HnP.7~ v.SIGNED L- 

Print Name Signature

Telephone Date

OWNERS NAME AND ADDRESSES: 

% 

\

`~

r- L-te . IC Q-AI. U,,tjv,: — 1 000 &N

3.1 - 502

4. Ptrks,Ae-. A4
• FU -L 1,1 Rn4

7.

0-, Do~~

5 0o Zru.1 „tt 

S14
I iA J .r S 0
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SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting,
including their historical features and significance:

A mansion designed by John Russell Pope and constructed in 1928
is approximately 1000 feet west of the sign. The Gatehouse (to the

right of the driveway, designated 'Whittell' on the Woodend map) is

345 feet away from the sign. Forty acres of grounds are managed as

a nature sanctuary and teaching laboratory for ANS environmental

education classes. Thirty-two acres are west of Jones Mill Rd.,

eight acres are east of Jones Mill and adjoin Rock Creek Park.

Woodend is an example of Georgian Revival domestic architecture.

(See Welcome to Woodend: A historical tour)

b. General description of project and its impact on the historic
resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the
historic district:

The project is a 4' x 8' double-faced wooden sign, erected

close to Jones Mill Rd. to provide identification from the road

to the ANS property, Woodend. The impact on the existing Gatehouse,

345 feet away, and on the mansion which is approximately 1000 feet

away, is negligible. The sign has been constructed; ANS is requesting

retroactive approval from the Historic Preservation Commission.

The Sign Review Board has given conditional approval pending

approval from the H.P.C.

-1-
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Welcome to VI
A historical to
77e Audubon Naturalist Society,
founded in 1897as the Audubon
Society of the District of Columbia, is a
local, independent environmental
eduaa&n and consenat km orgmaimEmI
ANS sponsors many programs and

activities throughout the year both in
the Washington metropo&= region
and beyond
Among them are:
• Classes for children and adults
• Teacher training
• Fudd h* mid forays for adults
IN Natural History Field Studies
• School programs
• Audubon Lecture Series
• Birdseed sales, Holiday Fair,
Spring Fling, and other events

IN Audubon Naturalist stores
ANY Woodend headquarters include

40 acres of woods, fields, and lawn.
Woodend was the gift of Mrs. Chester

Wells, who died in 1967.
Since 1969, when ANS moved its

headquarters to Woodm4 the estate
has been transformed from an elegant
country house with formalgardens to
bustling offices and a nature education
center...

The acquisition of Woodend also
transformed ANS, giving it a large and
centrally located headquarters and
making possible the expansion of
programs and membership.

Woodend, listed on the National

it S..xlnl O..'

Register of Historic Places and on
Montgomery County's Master Plm for
Historic Preservation, has a rich
human and arddtedural history that
began long before Marion Dixon Welts
approached John Russell Pope to be
architect of her estate. 77ds brochure is
designed to provide the visitor with
information about that history.
We hope you enjoy your visit to

Woodend and that you return to take
part in some of our many programs
and activities. ■

Woodend Before the Wellses
By Edith Ray Saul

T
he area surrounding Woodend was the hunting
grounds for Algonquin Indians in 1632 when
King Charles I of England granted the Province

of Maryland to Cecil Calvert, 2d Lord Baltimore. For
144 years this feudal fief remained the personal
property of the Calvert family who granted it, parcel
by parcel, to favored individuals as the wave of
settlement swept forth from the tidewater, across the
fall line, onto the Piedmont plateau.
The reaches of Rock Creek were not considered safe

for settlement until late in the seventeenth century. In
1688 William Joseph, a prominent figure in the Calvert
establishment, patented 4,220 acres north and east of
Rock Creek which included what is now Wheaton,
Garrett Park, Kensington, Forest Glen, and Linden. A
large portion of this grant across the creek from
Woodend was held until Civil War times by the Carroll
and Brent families.
In 1699, ten years after the Joseph Park grant, 1,400

acres along the southwestern bank of the creek were
patented by John Courts of Charles County who entered
his property on the land records as Clean Drinking.
In colonial days each land patent was entered at the

Land Office and on the Rent Rolls under a name given
to it by the patentee. [The metes and bounds of patents
and deeds always describe the real property as
beginning at a certain bounded tree, often referring to
abutting land by name if any existed and always
mentioning any creeks or streams.]

The name Clean Drinking was obviously chosen in
honor of the unusually copious spring that can still be
seen in the parklands between Susanna Lane and the
creek. In 1978 the Colonial Dames placed a marker on
the spring with ceremonies commencing at Woodend
and proceeding to the spring house around which they
planted lilacs, offspring of the bushes that grew in
great profusion around the old manor house.

f a complete chain-of-title were compiled for the
Woodend real property, ownership would be found
to originate with the Courts [some references use the

name "Coatesl patent of 1699.
Elizabeth Courts [Coates] married a local judge,

Charles Jones, about 1750 and they built the house that
is remembered by long-time residents as situated
about where the nursing home stands today at 8700
Jones Mill Road.

Qess Fant Evans wrote in an article in the Washing-
ton Star in 1937: "In Browning's 'Americans of Royal
Descent,' in the Library of Congress, may be noted
concerning Col. John Coates, Clean Drinking's first
patentee, 'He was a planter in St George's Hundred,
Charles County, Maryland (from which Montgomery
County, Maryland, has since been carved out), a
Burgess and a member of the Maryland Assembly for
many years, and being recommended to the King as a
good, honest, substantial Protestant, was appointed a

(Continued on back page,

A publication of Audubon Naturalist Societv ■ 8940 Jones Mill Road P Chnsnt Chaco nAn')nRI c



Mrs. Wells and her days at Woodend
Editors note: The late Irston Barnes teas President of
the Audubon Naturalist Society at the time that Mrs.
Chester Wells was considering bequeathing Woodend
to the Society. It was largely through Barnes' efforts
that Woodend became the headquarters of the
Audubon Naturalst Society.

By Irston Barnes

usng the early fall of 19531 was invited by
Admiral and Mrs. Spears, loyal members of
our Audubon Society, to accompany them to

Woodend. Mrs. Chester Wells had expressed a desire
to meet our Audubon Society, and her Thursday
afternoon at home seemed an appropriate occasion to
present me as a representative sample of the Society.
The Thursday afternoon tea turned out to be

cocktails, and the occasion was sprightly and enter-
taining. Mrs. Wells directed the conversation to the
livelier topics of the day, spiced any dull moments
with her own provocative observations, and gave
everyone a sense of having shared in a most interest-
ing exchange of ideas. As we were leaving, Mrs. Wells
invited me to call again, and set a time about three
weeks hence.
I went away charmed with Mrs. Wells as a hospi-

table and spirited hostess, and tremendously im-
pressed with what I saw in passing of a splendidly
furnished and spacious home, filled with treasures
from around the world, and with the beautiful gardens.
But I was puzzled that there had been no mention of
the Audubon Society, even when other guests had left
However, the Spearses reassured me by saying that
Mrs. Wells would not have invited me again "if I had
not passed her first tests."

y next visit to Mrs. Wells established a
pattern. Again there was no mention of the
Audubon Society. The conversation took on

the characteristics of a rapier duel. Every position I took,
Mrs. Wells was of another opinion. Clearly she enjoyed
lively talk about the world, was bored by easy agree-
ments, greements, and had no patience whatever with gossip.
Throughout the winter and early spring, I continued

to visit Mrs Wells on invitation, sometimes for drinks,
sometimes for dinner, sometimes for tea. Then in the
early spring she began to ask about the Audubon
Society, its activities and goals, how it would use a
property bequest She had been receiving our maga-
zine, and she had become acquainted with much of our
thinking and with some of our leaders. Meanwhile she
had invited me to walk about the grounds on several
occasions, and once she took rue on a tour of the house.
In April, Mrs. Wells suggested that I invite the

officers and'directors of the Society to come for tea on
a May afternoon And so for the first time, I advised

the Board of my visits and arranged for the occasion. It
was a most enjoyable party; the grounds and gardens
were most colorful, the house was bright and open,
filled with the fragrances of spring. And Mrs. Wells
was at her best as an entertaining hostess I counted it
good fortune that we had on our Board at that time
Rear Admiral Neill Phillips (USN Rtd.) and Captain
Thomas Fuller, who came in uniform, for Mrs. Wells
dearly loved the Navy. As we left I suggested that the
Board not discuss publicly any ideas they might have
about the future of Woodend.
My visits with Mrs. Wells continued, always on a -

social basis. Then several months later, she informed
me that she would like to leave Woodend to the
Society, but she wished assurances on how 1 thought
the property would be used. Also she said that her
attorney was concerned that the Society might lack the
resources to maintain the property, adding that she
would not care to have the Society begin using
Woodend during her lifetime.

rs. Wells had a deep attachment to Wood-
end, which can only be understood in terms
of her early life in Australia and of her

determination to recreate the atmosphere of English
country living in her American home.
Marion Lee Dixon was one of eleven living children

of Sir Hugh Dixon and Emma Elizabeth Shaw. Marion
Dixon was born a twin, but her twin brother died at
birth. Sir Hugh was immensely wealthy, being the
founder of British Tobacco Company of Australia,
which in association with James B. Duke, later became
the British American Tobacco Company of Australia.
During the first World War, Sir Hugh contributed a
destroyer to the Australian Navy.
The Dixon estate, Abergelde, on the outskirts of

Sydney, was a self-contained community. In the very
large country house, each child had his or her own suite
and savants. There were two music moms, a billiard
room, which was exactly reproduced at Woodend, and all
the appurtenances of luxurious country living. A favorite
place for Marion Dixon was a large enclosed porch which
was the aviary, filled with the most musical and colorful
of native and exotic bads.
Marion Dixon's love of flowers and gardens devel-

oped early. Her father was an amateur botanist,
collecting plants and engaging in plant breeding in his
later years. Abergelde had vast formal gardens and
extensive glass houses. Quite naturally, with her
delight in the gardens, she became a 'professional;
quite beyond the competence of any of the gardeners
she could find in this country.
Like girls of her class, Marion Dixon was sent to

private girls' schools and tutored at home She learned
all the essentials of managing a large country house,
the graces of a hostess, and somehow or other, many

of the intellectual interests which were
then thought to be the peculiar province
of the educated gentleman. And with
her norther and sisters, she traveled;
they made the grand tour of Europe,
visited extensively in Britain, and went
around the world.

hester Wells entered her life
sometime around 1905 when he
presented a letter of introduc-

Ai

tion to her father on the
occasion of a visit to Sydney, Australia,
by an American naval squadron. He
was then a Lieutenant Commander,
some fifteen years her senior. They
were married in London, England, on October 9,1907. PicturesofcaptainandMrs. Chesser welts,paintedaround

Chester Wells was born October 15,1870, in 1907,  can be Teen on the stairway at Woodend.

Wyalusing, Pennsylvania His father was Major Levi
Wells, a prominent local official who served with Woodend remained an island of natural charm with its
distinction with the Northern Forces duringthe Civil War saeming woodland and its fragrant, beautiful gardens.
Captain Wells attended the Naval Academy and was Later on the Captain and Mrs. Wells gave away

scheduled to graduate with the class of 1891. However, some acreage to the Maryland Park System The land
due to the fact that there were not sufficient billets for all that was given lies to the east of the present tract
graduates of the class of 1891 he was held over and owned by the Audubon Natural ist Society on the east
graduated with the class of 1893, side of Jones Mill Road. It extended all the way down
During his stay at the Academy, he played guard on to Rock Creek and now forms a part of the Maryland

the football team and won his gold football for playing National Capital Park and Planning Commission
as guard for the Navy in the 1891 Army-Navy game. portion of Rock Creek Park.
He served with distinction in the Cuban Campaign, The Depression curtailed Mrs. Wells' income from
Philippine Insurrection, Spanish-American War, North Australia, which necessitated the selling off of some of
China Campaign, and World War 1. He held the Navy the land they had acquired, and World War B further
Cross and several other decorations. curtailed Mrs. Wells' income when Australia imposed
Around 1909 as a result of having been stationed in a restriction on the transmission of funds outside of

Washington, Captain and Mrs. Wells decided that Australia. This necessitated the sale of more land.
Washington would be their permanent home and the Upon Captain Wells' death on September 17,1948,
place to which he would retire. With this in mind, they serious tax difficulties were experienced in connection
began in 1910 acquiring land which was later to with her estate which required Mrs. Wells to sell more
become "Woodend." land in order to satisfy the tax liabilities.
Their fast purchase was in 1910 and consisted of

approximately ten acres and a farm house which they Tt was some ten years ago that Mrs. Wells completed
purchased from Charles Barber. They lived in the I her arrangements to leave Woodend to the Society.
farmhouse for some years, continuing acquisition of L During the late 1950s, particularly after two
land surrounding the farmhouse and across the road. accidents confined her to a wheel chair, I suggested that
Mrs. Wells, with the Captain's help, planned the she might enjoy some of the movies and slides that our

construction of the house known as Woodend. De- more talented members took. On two evenings, she
signed by John Russell Pope, construction began invited small gmups to see Dr. Damels slides and Mr.
sometime in 1927. At the time of completion of Wood- Sutherland's movies, but thereafter she expressed a
end sometime in the latter part of 1928 or the early part preference for evenings of conversation And so, after
of 1929, the Captain and Mrs. Wells had acquired some leaving Washington in 1960,1 arranged on each return to
80 acres of land, the city to visit with Mrs. Wells. Her friendship was a
But first and foremost, Mrs. Wells set about recreat- most enjoyable privilege, for she remained a lively,

ing the beauty and loveliness that had surrounded her spirited, and gracious lady all her days. ■
in her girlhood home. The gardens were wholly her
enterprise. Woodend became a center of friendly and Excerpted from an article that appeared in the
hospitable social life. The city grew around it, but Spring 1969 AtlanticNaturalfst, Vol. 21, No. 1.
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Photo 95. Sewdcircular Greek portico covered by heavy wooden
cornice and balustrade (see detail Photo #3).

Woodend's architecture: Eclectic blend of styles

By Arvid Runt
Photographs by Ralph Kiwsrnelhoch

W oodend stands atop a knoll to
the west of Rock Creek amid a
lawn area containing some

large trees and surrounded by woods
that the Society has left in a natural state
When first approaching the house

from the train facade that opens onto the
lawn (Photo #1), we see the house taking
the shape of a capital H, apparently two
stories high. Stepping back across the
lawn, we see, behind the stone balus-
trade at the roof level, a hip roof coated
with standing seam copper. What is not
apparent from the main facade is the low
third level, which contains what used to
be a tmretaker's apartment and is now
used for office space. Since the legs of
the H have flat roofs, as does a narrow
part of the house opposite this facade,
the apartment windows all open onto the
flat roofs, we only learn of this by going
inside and ascending to the third floor.
Each of the H legs has two window

bays while the center section has three
French doors opening onto an elliptical

stone terrace (Photo #2). The two side
doss are rather simply flamed. The
center door stands beneath a scrolled
broken-pedimented stone work with an
egg-and-dart dentilled cornice, the whole
resting on two fluted stone pilasters with
Corinthian capitals.
H one glances to the right while

standing on the terrace, one sees a single
window at each floor level, but looking
to the'.eit we see no windows facing the
terrace. We look upward from the terrace
and see two large brick chimneys rising
above :he intersections of the legs and
the main section. Then we peek inside
the large room beyond the French doors
and find that only one fireplace opens
into the room; this fireplace, to our right,
has a back-to-back fireplace in the
adjacent room, while the chimney to our
left saves a fireplace in another room
that is now used for office space.
But let's return to our tour of the

outside. We notice that the foundation is
of coursed ashlar stone terminating in a
molded water table above which rise the
brick walls laid up in Flemish bond.
There is a stone belt course to give

exterior indication of the second floor
level.
We also notice that the tall windows

are of wood, six panes over six m most
cases, set into wood frames and topped
by flat arches one-and-one-half brick
soldier courses high. At the center of
each arch is a large stone keystone.
Studying the balustrade (Photo #.),

we see turned posts evenly spaced
between brick piers. The balustrade is
capped by a carved stone railing. The
balustrade sets above a stone molding
consisting of an ogee curve below an
egg-and-dart work which in its turn is
below a continuous belt with large stone
derails (Photo 44).
At each corner of the building there

are quoins composed of four courses of
brick. These quoins project from the wall
face to provide an air of rustication, a
popular idea in the Georgian period.
Here we pause to consider the style of

architecture Georgian quoins, Greek
Revival entrances, Greek portico on the
right leg, and a rather Baroque main
entrance pediment. Building in the early
1900s, architect John Russell Pope was

Phdo #3. $tone bai Trade at roo/favel (above Greek portico).

Photo #6. Large Palladimi wordow,
overlooking staircase.

""~ Photo#. y"de orpmcveq:otentrmnu/ratetrr
a stone segm wtd arch pedaweni srpporre,
by two Ionu stow coin A stvu-arena

Photo 92- Gwterssdim of Woodewd's-capitalfl'shapr has three Frtnchdoors Photo #4. Stone moldagconsirlago/an ogeeexmbelowegg- J. {an light over the entrance U sd UWAin .
openvng onto m ea0ticat stone lerraee. dart work .ec grfar fmw of auto,. 0V
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e to capture the spirit of several
ies.
toceeding around the amide by
.king ownterrlockwise, we find the
tk portico (Photo 0 standing at the
. of the leg of the H. The portico is
ticinuular, and about half as wide as
leg—the back half projects about six
:. The portico is covered by a rather
ivy wooden cornice and balustrade.
roof is flat, affording a sun deck on
second floor. The cornice is dent lied
I stands above wooden Ionic columns
drug on a stone and marble terrace
\round to the rear or driveway facade,
fact comes to light that the plan is
ually not an H—une of the legs is
:ch longer than the other. The longer
forms a two-story wing that was
s used as a servants' quarters but
ich now houses a small shop and
ices.

.n the center section of this facade is
entrance below a large Palladian
ndow (Photo #6), one that has a tall
oral window flanked by square
asters, these having Ionic column
oitals The entrance itself is flanked
semicircular pilasters with Doric
oitals.
Around to the retraining side we walk
d carne upon a side entrance off the
uin parking lot (Photo #7). This
once is at the right end of the side,
thin the main section of the house, and
,'eaters a stone segmented trch
diment, projecting about three feet and
Pported by two Ionic stone columns.
e are being lured inside, but we pause
notice that the mortar joints between
bricks are "raked" meaning that the

)rmr face is smooth and parallels the
une-of the brick, but is set back about a
If-inch This is a detail seldom if ever
and in much older buildings.
There is a semicircular fan light over
entrance, set within a rectangular

Mme of stone We look to our left at the
ng and see that the windows are
taller than those in the main house and
~y have no keystones Instead of a
lustrade, the wing has a stone cornice
th a simple brick parapet wall above
On all four sides of the house, there
e copper rain leaders emerging, from
e roof level through the wall below the
dustrade, into elaborately shaped

.,oto #8. Ike fireplace a the entrance hall,
ce all the frrephces at Woodend, !w da
fled mawd uwrk, marble hearth, and brick
,ebark

0 \
Copper ruppers.

IF a side entrance there is a
sma clonal room leading into a
hallway that affords access to a small
office on the right and the dining room to
the left The dining room boasts of a
large fireplace with a marble mantel.
The floor is made up of wide random-
width boards with pegs, as are all the
other floors on this level. There are chair
rails throughout the first floor level, and
carved ceiling molds that vary in detail
from room to room The walls, where
they are not plastered are of wood
paneling. All these details are painted
Three of the doors in this room are
functional—the two leading to the
pantry and the one leading to the main
central room The fourth door leads to
nowhere. placed there for symmetry.
We enter the main central room

noticing as we do that the doorway
details also vary, from segmental- and
flat-arched heads to simpler frames with
projecting "ears" at intersections of the
sides and head.
The principal attraction within the

house is the huge central room with its
gracefully sweeping stairway opposite
the three French doors. The room is
somewhat divided into entrance hall and
stair hall by a flat coffered wood beam
flanked by square fluted pilasters
supporting Ionic capitals.
The stair itself has a fairly bulky

wood handrail supported by heavy
turned newel posts at each landing. The
rail sweeps upward steeply as it nears
the higher newel, then levels off sharply
just before meeting the newel. Between
the newels there are thin turned
spindles, two at each tread
The stair rises to the first landing,

which spans the frill width of the
Palladian window. Now we notice at the
inside of this window that the central
window member has 15 lights over ten,
and is single-hung (only the bottom pan
opens). The pilasters between the
windows are semicircular fluted Ionic
columns while the piers flanking the
Palladian motif are square and fluted.
The fireplace in the entrance hall

(Photo #8) has a different mantel from
that in the dining room and we soon
learn that the remaining fireplaces each
have differently detailed mantel work,
even though all the fireplaces have
marble hearths and brick firebacks. The
other important room on the first floor is
the library, or Bird Room a richly
paneled space with natural wood finish,
not painted like the other woodwork in
the house (Photo #9).
The doors throughout the first floor

are wood paneled, and some of them are
the "spirit" type popular in the Georgian
period, in that the paneling was formed
to represent a cross. ■

0

Photo #9.77u rib ay, or Bird Room, is a richly paneled space with natural wood finish Prit room
is a reproduction of a room in Abergelde, Mrs Wels'grraoodhome in Australia It now houses the
Audubon Naturalist Society's Banks Bbd Collection, an antique co&lion of mounted bbds, and a
coQectlon of natural kistory books.

John Russell Pope:
Conservative classicist of eclecticism

Mn W Js had arJav t John Russel Pope deign and
—trust the gatehouse at Woodend before she gnu
lie the goahwd to design the mansion.

oodend is a fie specimen
of Georgian Revival
domestic architecture by

the prominent eclectic classicist
John Russell Pope (1874-1937), one
of America's foremost "establish-
ment" architects in the 1920s
and 30s.

In 1927 Chester and Marion
Wells commissioned Pope to
design the present mansion. The
house was built in 1928, following
the construction of the garage-
gatehouse, also designed by Pope.

According to Mrs. Neal Fitzsim-
mons in "The Audubon Naturalist
Society and its Home, Woodend," a
1974 publication of the Montgom-
ery County Historical Safety,
"Despite the illustrious reputation
of Mr. Pope, Mrs. Wells, a strong-
minded woman, had him build the
five-stall garage before she

allowed him to
proceed with the
house."
Pope was a leader

of the second genera-
don of eclectic
architects of the
twentieth century (the
first having been
epitomized by
McKim Mead, and
White, who strongly
influenced him). After
study at the Ecole des .
Beaux Arts in Paris
in 1900, Pope
embarked on a highly
successful cares.

In Washington his commissions
included the Scottish Rite Temple
(1910-16). Constitution Hall (1930),
the National Archives (1935), the
National Gallery of Art (1941), and
the Jefferson Memorial (1943). The
lamer two were completed after his
death in 1937.
Among his many works else-

where were the Lincoln Birthplace
Memorial in Kentucky, the
Marshall Field estate on Long
Island, and the Tate Gallery wing
in London.

His highly conservative classi-
cism made no concession to
modernism yet it well suited his
wealthy, conservative clients and
no doubt appealed to the great
body of contemporary lay opinion
Woodend designed at the height

of Pope's carer, exemplifies his
eclectic classicism in domestic
architecture. ■

MARCH 1997



Woodend Before the Wellses
(Continued from front page)

member of the Governor's Council and so served until
his death.'"]
In dramatic contrast is the D.A.R. tablet in the court-

room of the Frederick County Court House attesting that
his collateral descendant, Judge Charles Jones, builder of
the manor house, previously referred to as the husband
of Elizabeth Coates, was one of the twelve justices of the
colony who in 1765 formally repudiated the Stamp Act of
their majesty, King George III.
Further interesting records concerning this distin-

guished Maryland family indicate that this same
Charles Jones was the great-grandsire of Mrs. John
Augustine Washington, wife of the last member of the
Washington family to live at Mount Vernon.
The early owners prospered by planting Maryland's

money crop, tobacco, which was shipped in the early
eighteenth century to the mother country from the
seaport of Bladensburg and later in the century.from
Georgetown. Soon, however, the thin topsoil character-
istic of lower Montgomery County became exhausted.
Crops were diversified and the mill was operated in
hopes of bolstering the family fortunes. But times were
hard and an oft-quoted bit of doggerel originated
about this time:

Here lie the body and bones
Of old Walter C. Jones,
By his not thinking,
He lost "Clean Drinking,"
And by his shallow pate,
He lost his vast estate.

In the manner of folk literature, "Walter C. Jones"
has been invented out of whole cloth, but the lament
has an underlying element of truth.
When Scharf published his monumental study of

Montgomery County in 1882 he stated that this
doggerel was to be seen on a stone, the "inscription,
though somewhat defaced by time, is still legible."

In the collection of the Kensington Historical Society
is a photograph dated 1915 showing the old house in
the far stages of decay after the death of the last

Clean DnnhV Manor

Mcholas Jones

resident owner Nicholas E.
Jones. It shows a one-and-a-half
story farm house with the steep 4
pitched roof extending over the
front porch In the roof are two
dormers. At either end is a brick
chimney. There are two entrance
doors side by side, each flanked
by two windows. A foundation
planting of boxwood stands
across the front'

In 1906 a 48-piece set of silver service was designed
and executed for the USS Maryland by Samuel Kirk
and Sons. This treasure was transferred to the new
USS Maryland in 1921. It can now be seen in the State
House at Annapolis. On the beautifully proportioned
and decorative 15-inch-long ice cream platter repre-
senting Montgomery County is a detailed view of
Clean Drinking corresponding exactly to the 1915
photograph
Within a few years after the photograph was taken

the house had virtually disappeared, due in part to the
ravages of time but also to the scavenging propensity
of the neighboring residents. Brick, iron work, wood
paneling, mantels, tiles, millstones, lumber—everything
went their way into surrounding homes.
The Jones Mill is shown on Farquhar's map as

standing on the east bank of the creek. Today it is
hard to visualize Rock Creek deep enough or running
swiftly enough to turn the heavy millstones necessary
to grind the grain into flour. There does not seem to be
anyone alive today who remembers the mill structure
or any of the many supportive buildings that sur-
rounded the old family homestead. At one time the
contour of a somewhat elaborate garden was visible
but no more. All is gone.
In its heyday Clean Drinking was the center of

hospitality for local gentry as well as for prominent
national figures. No less a personage than George
Washington refreshed himself here on several occasions.
Another old house in Woodend's neighborhood

dates from colonial times—Hayes, 4101 Manor Road,
the central portion of which was built in 1762 by Rev.
Alexander Williamson, rector of St. Paul's Church,
Rock Creek Parish. When the storm clouds of revolu-
tion broke, the good parson was deprived of his church
duties. At his death in 1787 the property of 700 acres
was sold to James Dunlop, son-in-law of Robert Peter,
mayor of Georgetown. The Dunlops added a wing on
either side of the original house and the family has
owned the estate ever since.

emory of the vanished Clean Drinking with

IVI its architectural simplicity and its local
planter family together with the living

presence of a more elaborate Hayes home and its
occupants with their urban wealth are reminders of \
our country's colonial past to be experienced in the
immediate vicinity of Woodend. 0
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Looking up the driveway toward the

mansion

South face of sign; looking northwe6t;
taken from across the street on ANS
property
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