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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

August 29, 1991

TO: Gwen Marcus
Bob Spaulding

FROM: Thomas G. Kennedy, Associate General Counsel

RE: Draft Language About Rural Village Zone

THE RURAL VILLAGE ZONE

Backaround

In the course of reviewing rural areas within such as

within several master plans, it became clear that

special attention had to be given to small rural village pockets

existing within the planning area, A rural village has the

following characteristics The creation of

a Rural Village Zone would serve primarily to preserve the

longstanding historical character of the village district and the

existing structures located therein. The objective would be to

ensure that planning and zoning coincide with historic

preservation. No zone now present in the ordinance achieves the

desired goals. The use of overlay zones were rejected in that the

overlay would overwhelm the base zone in its coverage.

Purpose/Overview

The zone will be designed to provide a means of addressing

varying land use and physical design issues unique to rural

villages. A principal objective will be to achieve an optimum mix

of development but at a scale and character appropriate for the

rural village. The mix is to be predominantly residential with



allowance made for some retail and commercial, likely through the

special exception process wherein limits on the percentage

concentration of retail and commercial activities can be closely

monitored. Alternatively, the zone could be mapped euclidean and

provide for standard (residential) and optional (retail/ commercial)

methods of development. Given the interest of promoting historic

preservation, the zone would emphasize the use of existing

structures and preserve existing lot shapes and sizes (providing

for yards in character with other yards in the village, no

panhandle lots, high amounts of green space, parking restrictions,

and signage controls, among others). The master plan shall be used

to give ample guidance so as to allow for flexibility in

application of the zone from one rural village to another. Site

plan review will be required to ensure that development occurs in

accordance with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance.

rural.tgk
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

June 21, 1991

TO: Bob Spalding and Tom Kennedy

~~
FROM: Gwen Marcus 

!" "

SUBJECT: Overlay Zone for Clarksburg and Hyattstown

Some preliminary thoughts on the Clarksburg/Hyattstown overlay
zone:

1. Allowed uses should be very narrow with emphasis on activi-
ties that fit well into existing structures and/or would not
require gigantic new buildings (i.e. professional offices,
antique stores, craft stores, art galleries, single family
and duplex housing, photographic studios, child care facili-
ties, museums, small restaurants or tea rooms, etc.)

2. There should be an emphasis on retaining a high percentage
of residential use. Possibly encouraging home occupations or
apartments above shops.

3. Unlike the Wheaton CBD zone, there does not need to be such
a strong emphasis on ground floor retail - except maybe in
entirely new commercial construction. Zone should not disal-
low the potential construct new buildings which are com-
pletely residential.

4. The physical character of the districts should be reinforced
by calling for a very low percentage of building coverage on
the lot (150 or less), by creating large minimum back yard
setback requirements (100-200 feet?), by creating small
maximum front yard setback requirements (0-5 feet?), and by
requiring the retention of open space, mature trees and
landscaping.

5. Signage should be tightly controlled.

6. Enforcement through site plan review may conflict with the
historic preservation review process (what if the HPC re-
quired something different than the Planning Board does?)
and should possibly be incorporated into the HPC's Historic
Area Work Permit (HAWP) process. Community planning staff
could submit a report when a HAWP is requested in Clarksburg
or Hyattstown explaining whether the request meets the
requirement of the overlay zone or not and the HPC could
deny a HAWP if it doesn't meet the zone.
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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

June 18, 1991

TO: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Planner
Urban Design Division

Tom Kennedy, Associate General Counsel

FROM: Robert J. Spalding, Principal Planner
Community Planning Division

SUBJECT: Overlay Zone for Clarksburg and Hyattstown

I have prepared a first draft of the changes to the Overlay
Zone used in Wheaton to help focus our work in Clarksburg and
Hyattstown. I would like to meet on Friday to discuss this
issue. Please let me know when you are available.

RJS:dws
Attachment

cc: Lyn Coleman
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zonord D R A F T 6/18/91

CLARKSBURG HISTORIC DISTRICT AND HYATTSTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT
OVERLAY ZONE

DIVISION 59-C-18. OVERLAY ZONES

59-C-18.1. Purpose and general provisions

Overlay Zones are created in areas of critical

public interest. An overlay zone provides regulations

and standards that are necessary to achieve the

planning goals and objectives for development or

redevelopment of an area. Overlay zones provide

uniform comprehensive development regulations for an

area.

59-C-18.2. Where applicable

Land must not be designated as an overlay zone

unless the land is recommended for an overlay zone on a

master or sector plan. The applicable master or sector

plan must recommend boundaries of the overlay zone, and

the goals and objectives for the development and use of

land within the overlay zone.

59-C-18.3. Designation of overlay zones on the zoning map.

In designating an overlay zone on the zoning map,

the District Council must follow the applicable pro-

cedures of Article 59-H for processing and approving

sectional and district map amendments.

59-C-18.4. Development Procedure.

Development in an overlay zone must conform with

the standards and requirements of the underlying zone,

except as specifically modified~by the standards and



regulations of the overlay zone. Where there is an

ambiguity as to whether the regulations of the under-

lying zone or overlay zone apply, the regulations of the

overlay zone apply. A site plan must be submitted

under Division 59-D-3.

59C-18.10.

59-C-18.101

59-C-18.102

59-C-18.20. Mixed use overlay zone for the Clarksburg

Historic District and the Hyattstown

Historic District.

59-C-18.201 Purpose.

It is the purpose of this overlay zone to:

(a) Retain the existing scale of development and

encourage a mix of residential, retail, office

and service.uses within the Clarksburg

Historic District and Hyattstown Historic

District in order to foster the civic and

historical identity of each district.

(b) Regulate development to preserve a variety of

residential, retail, office uses and services

in the Clarksburg Historic District and

Hyattstown Historic District to meet the needs

of workers, shoppers, and residents.

(c) Encourage building designs to make new

buildings compatible with existing buildings

within and adjacent to the overlay zone.

2



59-C-18.202 Regulations.

(a) Land Uses. All permitted or special exception

uses allowed in the underlying. zone are allowed

in the Clarksburg Historic District and Hyatts-

town Historic District overlay zone, except:

NOTE: These uses need to be carefully reviewed.

(1) In new buildings over one story in height

built after ------, the street level

leasable space must be used for:

(a) any of the commercial uses in sub-

section 59-C-6.22(d);

(b) the following service uses

from subsection 59-C-6.22 (e):

appliance repair shops;

banking and financial institutions;

barber and beauty shops;

child care facility;

dry cleaning and laundry pickup stations;

duplication services;

photographic studios;

self-service laundromat;

shoe repair shops;

tailoring or dressmaking shops; or

(c) the following cultural, entertainment

and recreational uses from subsection

59-C-6.22(f):

billiard parlors;

bowling alleys;



commercial recreational or enter-

tainment establishments;

indoor theaters; or

libraries and museums.

(2) In new buildings built after ---------, all

retail uses must be directly accessible from a

sidewalk, plaza, or other public space.

NOTE: Should 59-C-18.103 be moved forward to cover all

possible zones?

59-C-18.103. Procedure for Application and Approval.

A site plan for any development in the Wheaton

Retail Preservation Overlay Zone and the Clarksburg

Historic District and Hyattstown Historic District

Overlay Zone must be approved under the provisions of

Division,59-D-3. Development includes the following:

W"(a) construction of new buildings;

w"  (b) additions and other exterior improvements to

existing buildings that increase the amount of

development floor area on a site; and

NOTE: Do we want to require this process for single-

family-residential additions - HPC review may

suffice.

(c) addition of off-street parking spaces or

revisions to parking facilities that require

the approval of a new parking facilities plan

under Section 59-E-4.1.

4



59-C-18.104 Site Plan Contents and Exemptions.

(a) Sections 59-D-3.22 and 59-D-3.23 do not apply

in the Wheaton CBD zone NOTE: What about

Clarksburg?
A

(b) A site plan for development in the Wheaton CBD

overlay zone or the Clarksburg Historic

District and Hyattstown Historic District

Overlay Zone must include:

(1) the location, height, ground coverage, and

use of all structures;

(2) for each residential building, the number

and type of dwelling units, classified by

the number of bedrooms, and the total floor

area, if any, to be used for commercial

purposes;

(3) the floor areas of all nonresidential

buildings and the proposed use of each;

(4) the location of recreational and green

areas and other open spaces;

(5) calculations of building coverage, density,

green area, number of parking spaces, and

areas of land use;

(6) the location and dimensions of all roads,

streets and driveways, parking facilities,

loading areas, points of access to sur-

rounding streets, and pedestrian walks;

5
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(7) a landscaping plan, showing all man-made

features and the location, height or

caliper, and species of all plant

materials;

(8) an exterior lighting plan, including all

parking areas, driveways and pedestrian

ways, and the height, number, and type of

fixtures with a diagram showing their

light distribution characteristics; and

(9) a development program with the sequence in

which all structures, open spaces,

vehicular and pedestrian circulation

systems, landscaping, and recreational

facilities are to be developed. The

applicant must designate the point in the

development program sequence when the

applicant will ask the Planning Board to

inspection for compliance with the approved

site plan.

59-C-18.105 Planning Board Approval.

(a) The Board must find that at least 50 percent

of the street level exterior wall area,

fronting on sidewalks, plazas, or other public

open spaces, has windows and apertures before

approving a site plan for th Wheaton CBD

o evo r1ay zone.

(b) The procedures for Planning Board approval

under Section 59-D-3.4 are modified for this

N.



c)

overlay zone to require the following findings:

(1) the site plan does not conflict with the

recommendations in the.wheaten 2BB seeter

applicable Master or Sector Plan;

(2) the site plan meets all of the require-

ments of this overlay zone as well as the

applicable requirements of the underlying

zone; and NOTE: Will this be a problem

in Clarksburg or do we change the under-

lying zone?

(3) each structure and use is compatible with

other site plans and with existing and

proposed adjacent development.

7
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England
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Robinson

Bradley

Wilkinson
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Third Alley.
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Jamison

Second Alley.
HYATTSTOWN

Haley • Residential, occupied

Jewell

O Residential, empty

Anderson

X Residential, potential

First Allev
■ Commercial, in-use

Strube

❑ Commercial, vacant
Campanalb

+ Commerical, potential
Campanalo

t Church

Gay Street

■
Burdette

E

Hill

Fire Dept. Dutrow

Hvattstown Mill Road



31 houses, total
6 houses, unoccupied needing renovation and/or well & septic
3 houses, occupied substandard
2-4 houses, occupied needing much exterior/interior renovation

2 churches
1 firehouse
2 commercial

5-11 potential sites for new residential construction
3-5 potential sites for new commercial construction

15,000 GPD (approx.) needed to serve existing construction
25,000 GPD (approx.) needed to serve existing & potential



Zanylo outlot (less than 0.1 acre) and building
-currently zoned R-200. Old church building. Not suited for residential. Ideally suited for
Antique Shop, etc. Lack of parking and very poor vehicular access/visibility are problems for
commercial use.

Mann property(approx. 1 acre
-zoned C-2. Commercial construction probably necessary. Question is: what are potential
appropriate uses?

Methodist Church small lot (approx. 0.3 acre) with small house
-substandard house with no well & septic. Currently being used for Sunday School classes and
other meetings. Church has gotten approval to build new large building on another lot behind
this lot.

Hawse house
-very small house. Some property owner might want to put an addition on. Stormwater
problems in this area.

England property (2 lots each approx. 0.6 acre
-2 new houses would probably be appropriate.

Robinson house
-occupied rental. Probably needs interior renovation.

Linthicum property (approx. 2.5 acres) with one house
-definitely 1 or possibly 2 new houses on this property would probably be appropriate, one on
road and maybe one behind.

Linthicum house
-occupied by elderly faily. Probably needs interior & exterior renovation and well & septic.

Bradle, by ouse
-beautiful house. Needs extensive interior & exterior renovation and well & septic.

Bradley or Wilkinson property
-large gap suited for one new house (possibly)

Wilkinson (Smith/Darby) house
-renovation almost complete. Needs well & septic!!

Handler (Davis) house
-a Shell. Needs complete interior & exterior renovation and well & septic. Probably best suited
for non-residential use.



Miller property (approx. 0.75 acre)
-adjacent to Davis house. Used to be house on property. Fire department burned it down. New
house here would probably be appropriate.

Mantell house
-substandard contemporary house (so says Historic District Amendment). However, local
residents say that it has a log portion. Possibility for low-to-moderate income housing or
demolition and replacement (if not historically significant). Stormwater problems in this area.

Jamison house
-needs interior and maybe exterior renovation.

Barse/Longo property on Second Alley
-used to be building/country store on property. Possibility for new house, possibly on alley way,
but new construction could "violate open space" and detract from existing pattern of development
on Frederick Road. Tough call. Maybe an urban park or other community use?

Longo property (avvrox. 1 acre, one existing house)
-one new house on property would probably be appropriate. Open space and consistency with
development pattern on Frederick Road need to be examined. Maybe an urban park or other
community use?

Linthicum (Ziegler) house
-substandard historic house. Possibility for low-to-moderate income housing else it needs a
significant addition.

Anderson property (anvrox. 1.3 acre) with house
-a new house on a back lot might be appropriate. Either on Anderson or Strube property there
used to be another house.

Anderson house
-might need some interior renovation

Keibler house
-Occupied. Probably needs significant interior renovation.

Leary (Dutrow) house
-Occupied. Probably needs interior & exterior renovation and well & septic.

Campanaro west off-road property (0.5 acre)
-Not sure if new house would be appropriate. However, probably cannot prevent construction
on this property (Rocco wouldn't like it). High visibility would detract from development pattern

on Frederick Road. Tough call. Maybe should combine Campanaro and Schmidt property and

construct one new house.



Schmidt house
-Substandard contemporary house (Ed would shoot me, but maybe it should be replaced?).

Strube house
-in very bad shape. Probably should be demolished and new house constructed.

Campanaro east Frederick Road access propt.M (0.5 acrel
-residential zoning. New house should probably be located here. Highly visible on hill and
special consideration should be given to be compatible with exisiting development.

Campanaro commercial property (0.5 acre)
-consists of small grocery, deli, barber shop, beauty shop, and two walk-up apartments.

Campanaro east off-road property (0.5 acre)
-currently residential zoning. If commercial zoning is expanded in town this might be suited for
parking.

Burdette commercial property (1.0 acre)
-currently has gas station, building used for flea market, and fenced area with storage parking
of autos and trucks. Gas station consists soley of pumps. Could be expanded. Back lots used
for storage parking might be ideal for a package treatment plant site. Stormwater problems in
this area.

Smith house
-Unoccupied. Beautiful house. Has been completely renovated. Needs well & septic. Given
location, probably should be non-residential use (professional offices, etc.)

Crogan property/barn (1.0 acre?)
-Centrally located. Should be used. Commercial in barn such as antique shop, etc. or possibly
new construction. Back lots might be ideal for a package treatment plant site. Flood plain
considerations in this area.

old Dutrow property & house (0.5 acre?)
-very small house. Commercial zoning currently on all or part of property. Not clear what use
is appropriate. Possibly stormwater problems in this area.

Hill property & house (approx. 0.8 acre)
-nice house. Should be residential use. However, given proximity to commercial area somewhat
might have other ideas.



I. WATER & SEWER
A. WSSC/DEP problem
B. State forcing issue
C. Special taxing district
D. Incorporation
E. Sell out
F. Package plant location
G. CDBG/DHCD involvement
H. MES vs. local management (e.g. Campanaro, Burdette, Tyler)
I. MES vs. local construction

II. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
A. Hyatt Center/Methodist Church/Hawes/Linthicum
B. Mantell/Christian Church/Reinter Parsonage
C. Longo/Linthicum/Keibler
D. Texaco/Fire station

III. TRANSPORTATION
A. Rt. 109 interchange
B. Rt. 75 interchange
C. Bypass
D. Transitway
E. Rt: 355/109 light
F. Rt. 355/75 light
G. Rt. 355 and Rt. 109 improvements
H. Hyattstown Mill improvements

IV. RESIDENTIAL INFILL
A. R-200 vs. 1/4 ac. lots
B. Backlots/open space
C. Demolished houses
D. Potential Sites
E. Home for homeless historic houses
F. KMS 67 acres
G. Levin 15 acres
H. "Neck"
I. Park houses
J. Multi-family
K. Elderly, or low-to-moderate income housing



V. DESIGN GUIDELINES
A. Regulations vs. templates
B. New vs. old designs
C. Property owners/developer consortium

VI. COMMERCIAL USES
A. currently too much convenience
(3 "quick marts", 2 dry cleaners, 2 gas stations)

B. impact of Hyatt Center on character
C. residential-to-commercial transition
D. Zanylo church building (potential)
E. Smith house (potential)
F. Campanaro building
G. Gas station
H. Burdette building
I. Croghan barn (potential)
J. old Dutrow building/lot (?)
J. Hill property (potential)

VII. NEW COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION
A. Mann
B. Barse/Longo lot (potential)
C. Burdette lot
D. Campanaro lot (potential)
E. Croghan lot (potential)

VIII. PUBLIC FACILITIES
A. Recyling drop-off center
B. Fire department
C. Urban park
D. "Visitor" center

IX. PARK-RELATED AND "VILLAGE" USES
A. Nature trail
B. Riding stables
C. Farmers market
D. Craft making shop
E. Antique village



X. STREETSCAPE
A. Tree maintenance
B. Tree planting
C. Sidewalk
D. Lighting

XI. FUNDS
A. DHCD/CDBG
B. DHCD/other
C. MD Main Street
D. HPC
E. MET
F. National Trust
G. EPA
H. Developer contributions
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MEMORANDUM

CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

October 31, 1991

TO: Swam Ayya
Environmental Planning Division

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Carol Kennedy, Historic Preservation Planner
Urban Design Division

SUBJECT: Proposed Revised Master Plan for Walter Reed Army
Medical Center (WRAMC) Annex at Forest Glen --
Historic Preservation Comments

Staff Recommendation

Recommend that the National Capital Planning Commission
disapprove the proposed revision to the Master Plan for the WRAMC
Annex, at Forest Glen until the following conditions are met:

o Include language in the Master Plan emphasizing the need for
immediate stabilization of the structures in the National
Park Seminary Historic District and for their proper
maintenance .in order to prevent demolition by neglect.

o The Master Plan should express the intent of the Army to
include buildings #112 and #115 in the area to be excessed.
The Master Plan should further express the Army's
willingness to negotiate with the future user/owner of the
historic district about making additional land available for
parking needs of the historic district.

Discussion

The WRAMC Annex includes the National Park Seminary Historic
District, which is listed on both the National Register of His-
toric Places and Montgomery County's Master Plan for Historic
Preservation. It is one of the most outstanding and important
historic resources in the County.

In the Planning Board's comments to the National Capital Planning
Commission in March of this year, 6 of the 19 conditions
specified by the Board related to historic preservation issues.
Of those 6 conditions, staff is satisfied that 4 of those
conditions are now met in the Army's revised Master Plan
submittal. However, the Board's condition #4 regarding
stabilization and maintenance in the historic district has not
been met. In one sense it is the most important historic
preservation issue of all -- the continued existence of the



l

i

historic district depends upon adequate measures to halt further
deterioration. In a summary prepared by the Army outlining the
Board's conditions and the Army's responses, the Army indicated
it "non-concurs" with the stabilization condition.

The Army is in the process of "excessing" most of the historic
district. Staff views this as a positive action which could
eventually lead to reuse and rehabilitation of these important
buildings. The federal excessing process is lengthy, and it may
well be 2-4 years until the historic district will have a new
user and/or new owner. In the interim, it is important that the
historic district's buildings receive adequate maintenance and
stabilization measures to ensure their survival and eventual
rehabilitation. Many of the buildings have serious problems
resulting from deferred maintenance and water damage.

New language recently added to the Master Plan about maintenance
and repair is not specific about stabilization needs and measures
to be undertaken and staff thinks the following added language is
inadequate:

Provide for maintenance and repair of buildings in the
Historic District until excessed. WRAMC is spending an
average of $100,000 per year for maintenance and repair of
the Historic District. These expenditures will continue
until the District is excessed. (Section ES.S)

An adequate response to the Board's condition #4 (March 14, 1991
meeting) would be to specify the work to be done -- most
importantly to repair leaking roofs and repair/install
functioning gutters and downspouts. Increased funding for repair
and maintenance is critical -- the Army staff has indicated a
1986 report estimated repairs needed by the historic district at
$32.4 million. A prioritized list of needed major repairs was
provided to staff by the Army on October 25, 1991.

The Master Plan should express the intent of the Army to carry
out the following stabilization measures on the buildings within
the Historic District. Montgomery County should take a
leadership role in efforts to gain Congressional appropriations
to fund the tasks outlined below. Whether or not such additional
funding is achieved, increased funding from the Army's budget
must be devoted to the historic buildings.

a. Repair any leaking roofs
b. Repair or install new gutters and downspouts which function

properly
C. Secure any unoccupied buildings against potential vandalism
d. Repair any structural damage which threatens the short term

survival of the buildings
e. Conduct termite inspections and repair damage as needed
f. Continue to occupy and use the buildings now occupied until

renovation work begins



The second historic preservation condition outlined at the
beginning of this memorandum relates to the Board's condition #6
(March 14, 1991 meeting) about the excessing of the historic
district. The Master Plan now includes additional information
about the excessing process and specifies the area of the
historic district area declared excess by Major General Cameron
(Section 11.2). In the revisions to the Master Plan reviewed by
staff over the past month, the Army is proposing that the
historic district be excessed with the exception of buildings
112, 115, 126, 133. Building 112 was the Indian Mission and
building 115 was the Miller Library, both important contributing
resources within the National Park Seminary Historic District.
They are currently used as Army family housing. Staff believes
these buildings should also be included in the property to be
excessed because of their significance to the district. Both the
Miller Library and Indian Mission are located across Linden Lane
from the remainder of the district.

Another aspect of the boundary to be excessed relates to future
parking needs for the historic district. It is difficult at this
point to determine how much parking will be adequate, since the
future use of the district is not yet known. However, only a
limited amount of land within the historic district boundary
would likely be available for parking. Preservation planning
staff believes the Master Plan should express the Army's
willingness to negotiate about land for parking with a future
user/owner of the district.
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February 21, 1991

Honorable Constance Morella
United States House of Representatives
District Office
11141 Georgia Avenue, Suite 302
Wheaton, Maryland 20902

Dear Congresswoman Morella,

,J

MD

On behalf of the communities we represent and the SOS committee,
we would first like to extend our appreciation for the interest
your office has given to our concerns. On January 14, 1991 we
wrote to your office and jointly expressed some of our common
concerns and proposals regarding the future plans of Walter Reed
Army Medical Center (WRAMC). Since that letter we have had the
opportunity to review Major General Cameron's written response of
February 7, 1991, as well as attend the February 19, 1991 public
meeting regarding the proposed master plan for the WRAMC Forest
Glen Annex. We are encouraged by the positive tone relayed in
General Cameron's letter, yet we maintain strong concerns towards
the impact of the Army's plans on our community. This letter is
intended to serve as a basis for the continued cooperation
between the Army and our communities.

1. Military Housing - Although no new housing appears to be part
of the revised master plan, Army officials have indicated the
possibility of a future housing project for enlisted personnel.
Even if this proposal contained significantly less housing units
than the previous plan (1,093 units), we would oppose the
consideration of this as an option.

2. Traffic - We are strongly concerned that the Environmental
Assessment regarding the revised master plan does not adequately
address the increase in vehicular traffic due to approximately
1,000 new commuters to the site. We trust that further
documentation will be forthcoming in taking the recommendations
of the staff at Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission. We encourage the advent of policies that minimize
the impact of increased traffic (i.e. shuttle buses from Forest
Glen and Silver Spring Metros). We are opposed to the widening
of Linden Lane at any location. If the Army is sincere about
leaving the Historic District, Linden Lane will no longer be
inside the Annex but will instead be on its perimeter. Linden
Lane is an integral part of the Historic District and the
residential communities at each end and should be viewed as such.
Linden.Lane should be de-emphasized as a main entrance to the
Annex site; Brookville Road should be viewed as the site's main
entrance. Temporary buildings adjacent to Linden Lane are slated
to be removed by the Army plans. Because of the potential impact
on the Historic District and the adjacent community, we oppose
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the future development of this site; this site should be
landscaped and integrated into the future plans of the Historic
District.

3. Transfer of Woodlands to Park - The proposal to turn specific
woodland areas of the Annex property over to parkland
administration should be approved on a timely basis. The Park
and Planning Commission has already stated their willingness to
accept the responsibility of maintaining this land. This
transfer should be a relatively simple and painless procedure for
all parties involved. Please see enclosed attachments.

4. Historic District - This is by far the most difficult and
complex issue to address. Both the Army and the surrounding
communities agree that the Historic District is in need of
preservation and is deserving of preservation. The existing
reality of the site, however, is that the Army has displayed no
clear maintenance -policy throughout the years of ownership and
has silently advocated a policy of demolition by neglect. This
lack of maintenance is the result of a clear lack of committment
by the Army to fulfill its obligations to protect a national
historic resource. The Environmental Assessment recently
published states as fact the Army's violation of law in regards
to the historic preservation of this property.

The Army now states that "to transfer the historic area to
another agency offers an attractive solution." However, this
suggestion as it stands alone does not address the immediate
problems at hand. We are not opposed to the Army leaving the
Historic District, but due to the size and condition of the
property, the property is not easily transferable. It will take
time to locate a future user(s) as well as time to further
develop preservation plans. The Army has enjoyed the use of this
property as a resource and it appears they will continue to do so
until the transfer is made apparent.

We strongly feel that the Army remains responsible during
the period necessary to locate a future user(s). until future
user(s) are determined, and agreed to by all parties, the Army
needs to assume a minimum level of responsibility. The SOS
Committee has identified the minimum level of requirements needed
to stabilize the site. The Army should commit in action to:

1) Perform emergency repairs on buildings in imminent danger.
a. Re-roof Castle roof.
b. Re-roof Pergola bridge roof, stabilize foundation.
c. Repair south wall of dining room - Ye Forest Inn.

2) Stabilize existing buildings.
a. inspect and document condition of all roofs.
b. clean, repair, connect all gutters and downspouts.
c. clear drains and inspect rainwater runoff.
d. inspect and document condition of mechanical systems.
e. stabilize problems outlined by inspections.

3) Develop and Implement maintenance plan mentioned in EA.
4) Approve the Pagoda project as soon as possible. The SOS

Committee is willing to assume custodial responsibility,
project costs and coordination.
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We strongly feel that these requests for stabilization of the
Historic District requires a modest Army expenditure. We are
talking thousands of dollars not millions. The SOS Committee has
offered and will continue to offer technical assistance to the
Army on a volunteer basis.

Our final concern regarding the Historic District is that
should the preservation efforts fail, the entire site should be
protected from any future development and be converted to park
use.

The neighboring communities and the SOS Committee look
forward to continuing our cooperative and mutually beneficial
relationship with the Army. We and the members of our community
greatly appreciate the support and assistance of your. office in
addressing our concerns.

Sincerely,

Francis J.

,

 lynn
President, Forest Glen Park Citizens Association

Andrew Clark
Vice-President, Forest Glen Park Citizens Association

Debbie Bittner
President, Linden Civic Association

James TerMaat
Membership Chairperson, Linden Civic Association

Bernard Calure
President, Friends of Walter Reed at Forest Glen,
Save our Seminary Committee

Mark Yanowitz
Vice-President, Friends of Walter Reed at Forest Glen,
Save our Seminary Committee
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SEMINARY

COMMITTEE
PO. sox 8274
Silver Spring, MD. 20907

Dear Fellow Members,

** Enclosed are copies of the "Chestnut Leaves Quarterly" and the
current membership directory a special note of thanks to. Bonnie
Rosenthal and Rich Schaffer who do such a fine job in getting out
the newsletter.

** Address information on several our newest members did not find
its way into the directory for the June printing and is included
here as an addendum to the directory.

Lou Brown
Walter Farley
10513 Bucknell Dr.
Wheaton, MD 20902
(301) 649 4393

Carribelle Conway
9021 Fairview Rd.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Jean Noble
7527 Spring Lake Dr.
Bethesda, MD 20817

Nora Savage
1601 Bradley Ave.
Rockville, MD 20851
(301) 340 6720

Hannah Sullivan
9273 W. Rockwood Dr.
Peoria, AZ 85382

** A special note of welcome to all our new members and a vote of
thank to all who have renewed their memberships.

** The SOS Committee is preparing display on the history of the
National Park Seminary which will be on display in the Kensington
Park Library (4201 Knowles Ave.) during the month of August. Stop
by and enjoy it.

** Officer elections are fast approaching and we need to form a
nominating committee from the membership. Contact Bernie Calure
(301) 585 0631 before August first if you can serve on this
committee.

(over)



~M

** The Committee needs a Congressional contact person. We have
reached a point in our efforts where we believe necessary to enlist
the aid of our Senators and Representatives in the preservation of
the National Park Seminary. As an initial matter you can voice
your concern over the Army's apparent policy of demolition through
neglect. There are at least two points your letter should make:

1.) the Army must begin a program of exterior building
maintenance on the property which, at a minimum, must include
repair of gutters and down spouts to effectively collect and
carry off rain water and

2.) the Command at Walter Reed should make every effort to
find a way to allow The Friends of Walter Reed to assume a
guardianship role for the Pagoda we are not seeking ownership
of the Pagoda but merely wish to study and care for the
building while it is not being used by the Army.

For our part we should keep our letters brief and to the point and
ask for a reply. If you need any help with other addresses let us
know.

** We also need some organizational help in planning a fund raiser
we are planning in the fall.

Sincerely,

Bernie Calure, President
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SEMINARY

COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 8274
Silver Spring, MD. 20907

Ackerman, Mrs. Ra1rnond
438 Laura Lane
Mt. Dora, FL 32757

Allahut, Louis
800 Hayden Street
Fredericksburg, VA 22401

Allis, J. Lander
2601 South 16th St.
Arlington, VA 22204
(703) 553 9286

Andre, Henrietta
73 Essex Ave.
Montclair, NJ 07042

Balkissoon, Gloria W.
5909 Lenox Road
Bethesda, MD 20817-6049

Berk, Sally
2214 Wyoming Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20008

Bermant, Eva Magyar
1000 Park Ave. #5B
New York, NY 10028

Black, Bettie Arthur
Box 401 Hwy. 15
Mexico, MO 65265

Bolster, Nona Peifly
7101 South Shore Dr.
S. Pasadena, FL 33707

A109C
Bradbury, Edith
3524 Saylor Place
Alexandria, VA 22304
(703) 370 1586

Brayton, Ms. Martha
1135 W. Franklin St.
Richmond, VA 23220

Bucher, Ward
1744 Corcoran St., N.W.
Washington, DC 20009

A1090 (202) 387 0061

Cahill, Elizabeth Scott
2400 Westheimer #219E
Houston, TX 77098

Calure, Bernard A.
2923 Wilton Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 585 0631

A1090

A1090

Capron, Mrs. Wilbur W. A1090
2600 Henry Hudson Pkwy.
Riverdale, Bronx, NY 10463

Chaffee, Gertrude D.
L1090 5817 Mac Arthur Blvd. N.W.

Washington, DC 20016

Conley, Gertrude A1090
A1090 Carolina Meadows 5-306

Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Bonewitz, Dr. R.F. Derick R0591
10702 Bucknell Dr.
Silver Spring MD. 20902
(301) 649 7554

Bowers, Mary C.
10904 Bucknell Dr. #1143
Silver Spring, MD 20902-4355
(301) 942 3496

Collins, Francis M. & Mary S.
5614 Hawthorne St.
Cheverly, MD 20785
(301) 773 0320

Conway, Peter R0291
13120 Poplar Tree Rd.
Fairfax, VA 22033

Cooper, Mrs. Bernard J. A0291
#83 Caloria Miramonte
Scottsdale, AZ 85253
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DC P?' ese.-vation League
Stephen Callott
Suite 310
918 F Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004

Derrick, Alice Cowing
2808 University Blvd.
Houston, TX 77005-3450

COMMITTEE Detweiler, Mrs. L. M.
PO. &"s-74 6650 Van Winkle Dr.
Siker Spring, MD. 2M7 

Falls Church, VA 22044

Doty, Margaret
!loses, Frank M.
9506 Woodstock Court
Silver Spring, MD 29010
(301) 587 1636

Dub, Christine
Verdaguer, Pierre
5511 Johnson Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20817

Fiske, Mrs. Eunic- V.
530 Devonshire Lar.e
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Fitzpatrick, Judge & Mrs. Beverly
2425 Nottingham Road

A1090 Roanoke, VA 24014 A1090

Fletcher, Virginia
'840 Midland Road

A1090 Oradell, NJ 07649

Duff, James
1329 Midwood Place
Silver Spring, MD 20910-1646
(301) 587 8898

Dulin, Dr. W.C. & Maurine S.
5612 Grove Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Edie, Mary Ann
7 Fair Oaks Drive
Decatur, IL 62526

Evans, Selma Evans
31 White Oak Road
Rehobeth Beach, DE 19971

Fairley, Mrs. James V.
3652 Brookwood Road
Birmingham, AL 35223

A1090

Flynn, Francis
2925 Wilton Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 587 5660

Foster, Esty & Enid
2304 Seminary Rd.
,Silver Spring, MD 20910
x(301) 565 4645

France, Juliet
15425 Bramblewood Dr.

!Silver Spring, MD 20906
; (301) 598 8642

Francis, Barbara
;9111 Eton Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 587 3757

Fromm, John
12120 Livingston St.
Wheaton, MD 20902
(301) 942 4523

Gallagher, Mr. & Mrs. W.
A1090 20 East Woodland

Lincoln, IL 62656

Gaston, Mrs. John G.
R. D. I. Box 217
Farhills, NJ 07931

A1090 (201) 234-3980

R0291

A1090
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Gay, Gwendolen M.
2063 Hopewood Dr.
Falls Church, VA 22043
(301) 532 3980

Gernes, DeSaix Evans
6233 Rosewood Court

O U R Shawnee Mission, RS 66205

S E M I N A R Y 
Gervasi, Fred & Peggy

COMMITTEE  2806 Woodstock Ave.
P.O. Box 8274 Silver Spring, MD 29010
Silver Spring, MD. 2M7 (3 01) 589  6079

Gordon, Irene
2905 Covington Rd.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(3"1) 585 2640

Greenspan, Nancy T.
7201 Glenbrook Rd.
Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 657 8745

Helm, Gen & Mrs. Lewis
7000 Millwood Road
Bethesda, MD 20814

Holekamp, Dorothy B.
15133 Baxton Way
Chesterfield, MO 63017

Hubbard, Geroge
P.O. Box 59409
Potomac, MD 20859

Hummel, Helene
P.O. Box 816
Dorset, VT 05251

Hurtt, Jane
7 Lansgate Court
Durham, NC 27713

Jakeman, Mrs. Jillian
Box 368
70 Hampton Ave.
Ocean Park, ME 04063

'Jarret, David & Anne
1828 Bromley St.
(Silver Spring, MD 20902

1
1(301) 649 6840

A1090 iJohnson, Elizabeth
2900 Covington Rd.

'Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 589 9394

Johnson, Margaret N.
303 E. Monroe St.
Attica, IN 47918

A1090

Joyner, Ms. Francis Elkin A0491
806 Oak Grove Road
Tupelo, MS 38801

Judge, Oliver & Marilyn
10116 Tenbrook Dr.

,Silver Spring, MD 20901
1 (301) 593 9408

;Kelly, Jacqueline
19907 Blundon Dr.
Silver Spring, MD 20902

Kline, Helen L0391
A1090 3 Primrose St.

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

.Kneebone, Mrs. Robert W. A1090
;3435 Westheimer #311
Houston, TX 77027

Knight, Florence Hudson A1090
A1090 2007 Wenonah

Witchita Falls, TX 76309

A1090
Lewis, Frank M. R0391
2501 Calvert Street #911
Washington, DC 20008

Lewis, Jr., Mrs. Howard
A1090 853 South walnut

Van Wert, OH 45891
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SEMINARY

COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 8274
Silver Spring, MD. 20907

Lilly, George M. & Nancy H.
2229 Westwood P1.
Falls Church, VA 22043

Lusk, Ursula G.
5439 Sturbridge
Houston, TX 77056

Lyons, Jean Fogle
A Tour de Force
P.O. Box 2782
Washington, DC 20013
(202) 525 2948

Mohr, Christina Wise
2923 Woodstock Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

A1090 Moritz, Diane S.
2811 Plyers Mill Rd.
Silver Spring, MD 20902
(301) 933 3618

Murphy, Persis
80 Deaconess Road
Concord, MA 01742

Murrary, Mr. & Mrs. Oliver
Lytle, Mrs. Carla A1090 4516 Davenport St. N.W.
39 University Circle Washington, DC 20016
Charlottesville, VA 22903 (202) 966 3478

Malarkey, Thomas & Joan
One Burket Ct.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 589 5754

Marcus, Gwen
M.N.C.P.P.C.
8787 Georgia Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Martin, Mrs. William A.
Box 331 Irish Creek Road
Royal Oak, MD 21662

McLean, Mrs. William D.
11217 Stephalee Lane
Rockville, MD 20852

McShane, John M. Martha C.
2317 North Gate Tr.
Silver Spring, MD 20906
(301) 871 6143

Meyer, Nancy
4545 Connecticut Ave.
Washington, DC 20008

Miller, Jeralee
8306 16th Street
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 587 6784

R0591 O'Connor, Leo & Anna
P. 0. Box 543
Lusby, MD 20657

O'Hara, Mrs. Sam
123 Tanglewood Circle
Selma, AL 36701

A1090

R0391

A1090

Ogburn, Mr.&Mrs. Fielding R0391
11 Lakeside Overlook

A1090 Rockville, MD 20850

A1090 Peck, Mrs. Stephanie C. A1090
16 Millbrook Rd.
Medfield, MA 02052

Phillips, Helen A1090
2433 Dorman Drive
Portsmouth, OH 45662

Pollack, Roselee H. A1090
18300 S E Loxahatchee River Rd.
Jupiter, FL 33458

Prior, Nancy Fife A1090
10570 Main Street, B-219
Fairfax, VA 22030
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SEMINARY

COMMITTEE
P.O. N)x 8274
Silver Spring, MD. 20907

R--dding, Douglas
5,29 Turtle Dove La.
Gaithersburg, MD 20879

Reinwald, Mr.Lewis T.
806 Richland Street
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Riordan, Margaret B.
4986 Sentinel Dr.
Bethesda, MD 20816
(301) 229 9020

Robinson, Barbara
18825 Prospect Drive
Sonoma, CA 95476
(707) 938 1121

Rosenthal, Bonnie Jean
2547 Holman Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 495 9079

Saul, Judy Hubbard
2938 Newark Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
(202) 966-1995

Saylor, June
9700 Lawndale Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901
(301) 587 0484

Schaffer, Richard
2529 Ross Rd.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 587 7356

Schlaick, Mrs. Carl J.
114 Somerset Ave.
Cambridge, MD 21613

Schwegler, Mrs. P.
1019 Bayside Cove East
Newport Beach, CA 92660

Scott, Gary Thomas
445 11th St. N.E.
Washington, DC 20002
(202) 619 7279

IV

Seitz, Dolores S.
15 Boulder Brock Rd.
Greenwich, CT 06830

Shanhouse, Mae Decker A1090
930 Highland Dr.
Magnolia, AR 71753

Shapiro, Anne R0291
828 Bromely Street
Silver Spring, MD 20902
(301) 649 6840

Shields, Mrs. William E. Jr.
P.O. Box 566
Azle, TX 76020
(817) 444-4034

Siegenthaler, Linda & Jurg
2012 Luzerne Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Smith, Lenor
5604 Doliver
Houston, TX 77056

R0391
Springer, Catherine
4411 Carondelet St.
New Orleans, LA 70115

Thompson, Mrs. Ralph
P. 0. Box 1000
Winter Haven, FL 33882

Troy, William & Dorothy
602 Rnollwood Dr.
Falls Church, VA 22046

A1090

Vitale, Gina
9503 Riley Rd.

A1090 Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 588 7417

Wallace, Mrs. Camille
5 Arthur Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76134

A1090

A1090

A1090
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SE- MINARY

COMMITTEE
r.o- Box K74
Silver Spring, MD. 2CV0

Williams, Ms. Susan
316 15 First Street
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 96818
(808) 423 8242

Wittendorfer, Mrs. Roy A1090
1566 Monterey Place
Mobile, AL 36604

Woodbury, Pattie A1090
69 Warrens Point Rd.
Little Compton, RI 02837

Yanowitz, Mark
2941 Wilton Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 585 5522
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NATIONAL PARK SEMINARY ON TOP TEN LIST
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY ENDANGERED SITES

In the March-April issue of the Montgomery County Historical Preservation Commission
newsletter, the National Park Seminary Historic District was highlighted as one of the top ten
endangered historic resources on the Montgomery -County Master Plan for Historic Preservation.
The county selected the sites that are most vulnerable to deterioration and demolition by
neglect, and described National Park Seminary as "a national treasure that should be properly
maintained."

As a follow-up to the designation of National Park Seminary as an endangered historic site,
Montgomery County has submitted a grant application to the Maryland Historical Trust for
$20,000 to create a plan to identify an appropriate developer for the site "to achieve the
renovation and appropriate reuse of the National Park Seminary Historic District." As an
important voice in the future use planning of this site, the Save Our Seminary Committee has
written a letter of support for this grant and hopes to play an influential role in the planning
process. The time schedule for this project is October 1991 to April 1992.

In the meantime, the SOS Committee is attempting to meet again with Congresswoman Connie
Morella to see what she can do to stimulate the Army into some action now to perform
necessary repairs. in the historic district. Although the Army may be even less motivated to
spend their limited maintenance funds on the seminary buildings because they are in the process
of disposing of them, the Army was able to find $40,000 for a new gymnasium floor!

SOS has contacted the National Trust for Historic Preservation for legal advice in dealing with

the Army's violation of federal historic preservation law by neglecting the property. Before
possible legal action, efforts will be made to incorporate some maintenance of the historic
district buildings into the Army's revised master plan, which is now in the review process.



ARMY SPENDS $40,000 ON GYMNASIUM FLOOR

The gymnasium, built in 1907 for use by the girls of the National Park Seminary, recently
received a $40,000 face lift. Or should we say "floor lift"?

The gymnasium was built by National Park Seminary founders John and Vesta Cassedy and was
well equipped indeed. On the ground floor was a locker room with "needle baths" (or showers
as we know them today) and a small, rather ornately tiled swimming pool. Parallel to the pool
in a separate hall were bowling lanes. The second floor, reached via two identical quarter turn
stairways, was a large wood floor for volleyball, basketball, gymnastics, dancing, four square and
other games of physical competition popular at the time. Above the floor was a vast open
ceiling ornately displaying the gothic-like roof supports of the structure. Encompassing all four
interior sides of the building and suspended about twenty feet above the floor was a mezzanine
walking and running track. The entire interior was finished in dark wood, reflecting the
Cassedy's love of natural materials.

In the 1920s the second owner of National Park Seminary, James Eli Ament, expanded the
front facade of the gymnasium in the style of a Greek temple and added a solarium in the rear.
Many of the school catalogs during the Ament reign referred to the solarium as a place "where
girls could go when they feel weak and their muscles crave exercise, to get a rejuvenating sun
bath."

Gymnasium, 1930. The portico and other decoration added by Dr. Ament.



After the Army took over the property in 1942, the mezzanine was removed due to its
weakened condition, the pool was covered up due to problems unknown, the bowling alley was
removed since there was another one on the Army property, a false ceiling was installed, and

the entire gymnasium was then converted into a movie house, since the Odeon theatre located

on the grounds was gutted for other use. In the mid-1970s when the Walter Reed Annex saw

little use by military personnel, the Army decided to return the gymnasium to its original use.
This meant removing the numerous red velour seats and all of the thirty foot curtains that were
used to darken the theatre. Richard Schaffer, SOS secretary and site historian, fondly recalls
two childhood memories of his visits to the theatre with his scout troop---his sneezing fits when
sitting near the curtains, and wondering if the false ceiling was going to collapse under the
weight of the racoon population living above it. He also recalls the movie screen being one of
the largest he had ever seen. Once the carpeting was removed the original floor was used again
as a basketball court. A score and time board was installed and the Walter Reed team regularly
played other teams there. But, back to the present ...

With the recent deployment of Walter Reed Army Medical Center personnel to the Persian
Gulf, many reservists were called in to cover the empty positions at the main hospital in
Washington. Some of these reservists were housed at the Forest Glen Annex. (We welcome
these reservists to the most unusual military post in the world and hope they enjoy their stay.)
To pass the time many used the gymnasium, and to improve the conditions a new floor was
installed at the cost of $40,000. Unfortunately, other parts of the building, especially the front
facade, remain in severe disrepair as they have for years.

WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW

Pagoda Restoration: The First Step
As most of you know, the SOS Committee has received a matching funds grant from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation for $1,000 ($2,000 was requested) to do a complete
study of the Pagoda in preparation for its restoration. The total cost of this work was estimated
at $15,000 with $10,000 of it being donated services by SOS member architects Ward Bucher
and Mark Yanowitz. The remaining $5,000 will be used to cover the costs of photography,
architectural drawings, paint analysis, and preparing the report. Plans are being considered for a
special event in the early fall to raise the remaining $4,000 needed for this study.

Although SOS is still waiting for the official release of the Pagoda from the Army, work has
already started---drawings have been made, photos have been taken, bids for paint analysis have
been solicited, and some historical research has been done. The restoration of the Pagoda is an
exciting first step towards active preservation of the Seminary buildings. And there soon may be
another building in action!

Medieval Group in Castle?
Interest in restoring and using the Castle has been expressed by the Markland Medieval
Mercenary Militia. Although their funds are limited, they seem willing to provide the labor to
make the Castle usable as a place for meetings and events. A couple of their members have
already done some work to cover the large hole in the roof. Their plan is to obtain the Castle
through the Army in the same way that SOS is gaining access to the Pagoda.



DID YOU KNOW?

... The "Edgewood Estate" in Forest Glen (in existence between the early 1800s and the
1960s) was purchased by Dr. Ament in 1928. Ament had tenant farmers living on the estate
who would dress in 'old Southern" styles and provide fresh dairy and eggs to the school.

... 'Recitation House," or "Chapter House" as it was originally known, was built by the
Cassedys around 1900 for girls to hold sorority meetings. After 1906, when all the individual
sorority houses had been built, the Chapter House was then used for recitation purposes. This
building provided an ample work space for the students in a rather woodsy and secluded area,
which is now the space adjacent to the parking lot across from Aloha House. Unfortunately,
termite infestation caused it to be one of the first structures demolished by the Army after 1942.

... The statue commonly referred to as "The Grief of Acteon" is actually "The Grief of
Cyporissus." This marble statue is located across from Senior House next to what is left of the
old foot bridge to the railroad station. In Greek mythology, Acteon was a well-respected hunter
who one day accidentally came upon some goddesses bathing nude. Upon noticing him they
turned him into a stag and his dogs at once attacked him. In the gardens of Dumbarton Oaks
in Georgetown, Washington, D.C. next to the swimming pool is a beautiful mosaic panel
portraying this scene. The legend of Cyporissus is that he inadvertently killed his loved one
who was disguised as a stag. The cypress tree is so named to symbolize his grief and sorrow.
Whoever the statue may be, the girls of National Park Seminary had their own name for it. As
they would rush to catch the train at the Forest Glen station a girl would occasionally be
saddened by the sound of the train pulling away without her, and she would strike a pose
similar to that of the statue. The statue therefore became known as "My God, I missed the
train!"

The Grief of Cyporissus
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My God, I Missed the Train



DID YOU EVER WONDER?
..

... Why the American bungalow between the windmill and the main building is similar to the
Japanese bungalow? 

W

... Why the bridges crossing the glen were demolished?

... Why the girls of the National Park Seminary could not ride the trolley car that came to
Forest Glen from Washington?

ANSWERS TO LAST ISSUE'S DID YOU EVER WONDER

Ament's infatuation with unusual art and architecture - Dr. Ament was a world traveler.
Many times while in other countries he would buy artwork from poor artists or desperate
collectors, especially in war-ravaged Europe. He wanted the girls to not only have fine things
but also to understand them, therefore he felt fine, and sometimes unique, surroundings were
intellectually stimulating for National Park Seminary girls. Although the Cassedys had placed
some artwork around the campus, the majority was placed by Ament.

Government takeover of National Park instead of Webster Academy - The Marjorie Webster
Academy, located about three miles south of National Park Seminary and one mile north of the
Walter Reed Army Hospital, was most likely too small for the many recuperating soldiers
coming home after World War II. Also, just as everyone else does who visits the site, the
government personnel choosing military sites during the war likely admired and became
infatuated with the National Park Seminary.

National Park's survival until today if not for Army takeover - Several studies done in the late
1980s showed a decline in enrollment at all-girl schools in three different decades--the thirties,
the sixties and the seventies. In the 1980s values appeared to once again be focusing on private
female education, however no one could really say that National Park Seminary/College would
have survived until today. Some people believe that National Park most likely would have
remained some sort of educational facility had it not been taken in condemnation proceedings
by the Army during World War II. Let us not forget that while many fine educational centers
closed their doors and were eventually demolished, we are in a way fortunate that this site went-
to a very justified need. We are also fortunate that the buildings have remained essentially -
intact and almost as they appeared half a century ago!

DID YOU KNOW and DID YOU EVER WONDER wants to hear from you! Send in your
tidbits of information or answers or questions, and they will be responded to in the next issue.

ACTIVE ALUMNAE

As the SOS Committee pursues its goal of the preservation of the buildings and grounds of the
National Park Seminary Historic District, we should not forget that there is another important



element in the preservation of this unique and special place---the memories, spirit and
knowledge of the women who attended the seminary and college. Although the school has
been closed for fifty years now, there are still several hundred alumnae surviving. Over fifty of
these alumnae are members of SOS and two, Gwen Mouser Gay and June Rightor Saylor, are
on the board. One of the oldest alumnae and SOS members is Margaret Nave Johnson, who is
planning to celebrate her 110th birthday on January 10, 1992!

A strong school spirit still continues, and many alumnae have maintained the close friendships
they developed in their seminary/college years. There are National Park Seminary and College
alumnae association chapters in major cities all over the country, and each year in a different
location there is a "houseparty" for all alumnae. The 1991 houseparty was held in San
Francisco, where Gwen Gay urged support of SOS by the alumnae for the common goal of
saving and restoring the NPS site. Gwen also showed a video produced by June Saylor on the
SOS meeting with Congresswoman Morella and a walk-through of the campus showing its
current condition.

The alumnae decided to hold the 1994 houseparty, for the 100th anniversary of the National
Park Seminary, in the DC area. What a thrill it would be for the alumnae to return to a
restored National Park then! We can in no better way honor these women than by preserving
the campus for future generations to share this unique learning environment.

THE FOREST GLEN STORY
Part 4 - National Park Seminary During the Depression Years

The success of National Park Seminary during the twenties and early thirties cannot and should
not be measured in monetary value, but rather in measures that reflect the student body and
what became of the seminary's graduates. Most if not all students ended up leading very
successful lives--financially as well as "tastefully." Regarding the latter, the girls who graduated
from National Park Seminary led a life of knowledge and values, not to say they were not
exceptional in their vocational fields, but that they also had a broad scope on the finer and
often simpler things in life. A National Park girl knew and appreciated as much about culture
as she did the coming of fall and the overwhelming good feeling of reunion with her school.
This is obvious in the alumna activities that took place (and still do) and the joy fellow students
have in seeing each other again. The alums were also responsible for the constant increase in
enrollment during the entire National Park Seminary/College existence. However, not even the
alums could do as they did in the past when it came to increasing student enrollment during the
Great Depression.

The majority of NPS girls were from wealthy families--and these were just some of the families
the depression tok a large toll on. Major businesses and corporations were going bankrupt and
if a family did not have substantial monetary holdings, then daughter's schooling at National
Park went, among other things. National Park Seminary felt the depression in terms of a
decline in student enrollment during the period, however records show that Ament may have
been anticipating the depression before it actually occurred. Ament bought, rather cheaply,
quite a bit of personal property about a year before the stock market crash, and he also
purchased the Edgewood Estate and a large tract of land bordering the seminary about the



same time. During the depression quite a few wings and buildings were not used on the
grounds and Ament's building program, which was initiated when he became president of the
school in 1916, came to a sudden halt with the completion of the ballroom in 1928. Besides the
depression, there was hardly any more room to build!

By 1935 enrollment had begun to even out a bit and gradually began to grow. But this was a
new America emerging from the depression with a whole new set of values. For the 1934-35
school year National Park Seminary released its annual hardcover (and rather expensive)
catalog, as they had every year since the seminary's founding. This elaborate catalog listed
school classes, activities, shows, recitals, schedules, costs, and offered excellent pictures of the
seminary and grounds, as well as scenes of surrounding Washington. Only that_year the catalog
was not merely sent to prospective students--it was sent to anyone having any affiliation with
the school. The following letter accompanied it.

NATIONAL PARK SEMINARY
FOREST GLEN, MARYLAND
SUBURB OFWASNINOTON

March 28, 1934

My Dear Friend:

At considerable expense we are sending our new
catalogue to all our "old girls," now over four
thousand. I think it is the most beautiful and
representative of all the catalogues we have
ever issued. It is my hope that it will arouse
a new pride in your heart for your lovely school
and lead to a renewed exercise of your influence
among your friends in our behalf.

In 1929 we graduated the largest class in our
history. Our School now is very small, but I am
glad to say that we never had a sweeter. happier, or
finer group of students, and no class has ever done
better work. You would be proud of these girls.

You know what "the depression" has done to all
schools of every type, public as well as private.
What the NRA can do to bring about more normal
times, we do not yet know; but we do know that we
need your help and need it now. We are counting
more upon you now than ever before.

You may be interested to know that the head of the
NRA, General Hugh S. Johnson, when a youth, was
a student under Doctor Ament.

Will you not gladden my heart, my dear, with a
letter—however brief? Tell me something about
yourself which I can put in the Bulletin, for
all your friends will be interested, I know.

Affectionately and devotedly yours,

KM:MHL Dean

Ed. note: NRA is the National Recovery Agency

In the next issue ... Part 5, The National Park College



TOURS

The largest tour every given by SOS, over 180 people, was conducted in mid-March for
Montgomery County Historical Society members and guests. As usual, the crowd was fascinated
by seeing the property up close and hearing the interesting history of the site. Another most
exciting tour was given very recently to the "Cassedy clan"---more than a dozen direct
descendants of the founders of National Park Seminary, John and Vesta Cassedy. Most of
these relatives were not aware of this part of their heritage so they were quite overwhelmed
with it all. Their tour concluded with lunch at the Country Store (across the beltway near the
site of the old Forest Glen train station) and a visit to the Cassedy mausoleum in DC.

If you belong to or know of another organization or group that would be interested in touring
the National Park Seminary, please call Richard Schaffer at 301/587-7356 and make
arrangements with him. Touring "the glen" is the best way to appreciate the uniqueness of this
hidden treasure---and to see the building and grounds deterioration that SOS is fighting to
control. It's a big battle against the neglect of many years, but working together we can make
the change towards preservation and restoration.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Anyone interested in joining the fight to save one of America's most valuable historic resources
can do so by joining the Save Our Seminary Committee, a non-profit organization dedicated to
the preservation and restoration of the National Park Seminary in Forest Glen, Maryland.
Membership includes the quarterly newsletter Chestnut Leaves, free tours of the National Park
Seminary buildings and grounds, invitations to events held at the seminary, and other special
activities. Regular meetings are held the third Sunday of each month at 4 p.m. in the main
building at the Walter Reed Army Annex.

Student or Senior Citizen $15
Member $25
Friend $50
Organization $50
Patron $100
Donor $250
Other $

Check here if you are an alumna of National Park Seminary or College.

Name

Address

City

Phone ( )

State Zip

Please make your tax-deductible check payable to the SOS Committee and mail it with this form
to SOS Committee, P.O. Box 8274, Silver Spring, MD 20907.
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