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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Averue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

MEMORANDUM

TO: Historic Area Work Permit Applicants

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Urban Design Division
M-NCPPC

DATE:
i

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit Application - Approval
of Application/Release of Other Required Permits

Enclosed, please find a copy of your Historic Area Work
Permit application, which was approved by the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission at their recent meeting.

You may now apply for a building permit from the Department
of Environmental Protection, located at - 250 Hungerford Drive,
Second Floor, Rockville, Maryland, 20850. Please note that al-
though your work has been approved by the Historic Preservation
Commission, it must also be approved by the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection before work can begin.

In addition, if your planned work changes in any way other
than that which was reviewed and approved by the Historic Preser-
vation Commission before you apply for your building permit or
even after the work is begun, please contact the Historic Preser-
vation Commission staff at 495-4570.

If you have any questions regarding the permit process,
please contact the Historic Preservation Commission at 495-4570,
or the Department of Environmental Protection at 738-3110. Thank
you very much for your patience, and good luck on your project!

hawpok.own
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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
8787 Georgia Avenue a Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

TO: Robert Seely, Chief
Division of Construction Codes Enforcement
Department of Environmental Protection

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Urban Design Division
M-NCPPC

DATE: J /Z~ /q II

SUBJECT: Historic Area Work Permit Application

The Montgomery Cou ty Historic Preservation Commission, at
m eting of 25q1 reviewed the attached application by

E I for a Historic Area Work
t. The application was:

Approved Denied

Approved with Conditions:

The Building Permit for this project should be issued condi-
tional upon adherence to the approved Historic Area Work Permit.

Attahments:
1. ~QIZINAL AMP
2.
3.
4.
5.

hawpok.dep
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Historic Preservation Commission

51 Monroe Street, Suite 1001, Rockville, Maryland 20850
217-3625

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
TAX ACCOUNT # le, Q !T e-; 2—

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER
(Contract/Purchaser)

"'ADDRESS 14511 el,-

TELEPHONE NO. 3 Q f— ( (/ ̀`1
e- id- (Include Area Code) 14 .7, S 1A OL-, rf-~

t CITY STATE

CONTRACTOR. I 1 ►t- WO- %- 9r' TELEPHONE NO.

f CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBERf
PLANS PREPARED BY ID 1 raA- s: vt at M -'+-- r J._ TELEPHONE NO.

(Include Area Code)

REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number 2-2 0 '4O Street h~d" 
U 
h t---t ► , ' ri

Town/City 10 t d Election District 77

Nearest Cross Street VV !-t 4. r- r t <-

ZIP

Lot Block _ Subdivision
s& ,^

Liber ~ X ~a Folio / Parcel L ~f rY Ord 6t2 •k ~ A P ~C ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ t' IA 12-2-

1A.1A. TYPE OF PERMIT,.A.CJIU„N: ((circle one)
Construct' ExtendZA P Alter/Renovate

Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable

Circle One: A/C Slab

Repair: It . ? Porch 1 Deck Fireplace j Shed

Revision Fence/Wall ;complete Section 4) Other

1B. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE$ 1/ 
.5 U

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT #

10. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY
1E. a,IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? y

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS
2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 2.B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

01 ( ) WSSC 02 (W "'Septic Septic 01 ( 1 WSSC 02 ( t-)"Well
03 ( 1 Other 03 ( 1 Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL
4A. HEIGHT __feet n_inches
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line

Entirely on land of owner `7n V, i S j? d V- d E= Y -el,

3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

Room Addition

Solar Woodburning Stove

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with

plans approved by all agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

ALI
,Signature of owner or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) Date
M M A N M M A A A A N A N M N A AA A A A Y M A N M M A A A A A A A A A N N N N N M A M M N N M N A A N M A N N N M N M N A# M A N N N A N M N A A A M N N A A M N N N N N M A A N A M N Ai

APPROVED For Ch ers=ic 

 

1wa~ iss'

DISAPPROVED Signature Date

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO:
DATE FILED:
DATE ISSUED:
OWNERSHIP CODE:

FILING FEE:$
PERMIT FEE: $
BALANCE$ _
RECEIPT NO:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS

FEE WAIVED:
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

PREPARED BY: Gwen Marcus

CASE NUMBER: 12/1-91A

SITE NAME: Mt. Ephraim

DISCUSSION

DATE: September 18, 1991

TYPE OF REVIEW: HAWP

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 23720

Mt. Ephraim Road

TAX CREDIT ELIGIBLE: Partial

This proposal involves Mt. Ephraim, designated as an individual site on

the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in 1979. The house was built in

1868 and is an excellent example of the building skills of local builder,

William T. Hilton. It is also one of only structures remaining from the Civil

War-era community of Mt. Ephraim.

The applicants have recently purchased this property from Mr. and Mrs.
Frederick Gutheim. They plan to do a number of repair and maintenance

projects, as well as the additional fencing which is the main subject of this

HAWP application.

For the Commission's information, the planned repair and maintenance
projects include:

1. Replacement of the existing slate roof and gutters with a new slate
roof, which will match the existing in color and shingle size/shape, and
with new gutters, which will match the existing in shape.

2. Repair of the brick outkitchen, including replacement of rotted
lintels, rebuilding of the existing chimney (using existing brick),
repointing of brick, replacement of the tar paper roof with a new Nord
membrane roof, and installation of a gutter and downspout.

3. Painting of exterior trim and shutters.

Staff has discussed with the applicants their planned repair and mainte-
nance projects in detail and feels that the work meets the definition of
ordinary repair and maintenance with "like" materials. Thus, these specific
projects do not need formal HAWP approval and are being brought to Commis-
sion's attention for information purposes only.

The work currently presented by the applicants which does need HAWP
approval is the proposal to add approximately 90 linear feet of board fencing,
which will match the existing board fencing already on the property and is
illustrated in the photographs provided with the HAWP application. The wooden
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fencing is approximately 4 feet high and is reinforced with wire mesh. There

will be two 6 foot wide gates in the fencing, which will be to the sides and

rear of the main house (see diagram provided by applicant).

At a future HPC meeting, the applicant would like to have a preliminary

consultation with the Commission on long-range projects contemplated for the

site, including construction of a horse barn, enclosing part of rear porch in

conjunction with interior renovations, and reconstruction of a front portico

that was removed from the house in the 1940s. The owner would also like to get

the HPC's views on the environmental setting of the property and the value of

a number of 20th century outbuildings on the site.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff commends the applicants for their sensitively-planned repair and
maintenance efforts. In addition, staff recommends approval of the HAWP appli-
cation for additional fencing at the sides and rear of the main house, to

match the existing fencing on the site. This application conforms with crite-

ria 24A-8(b)1 and (b)2 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance and with Secre-

tary of the Interior's Standard #9:

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall
not destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new
work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with
the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the
historic integrity of the property and its environment.

SENT TO LAP:%~ COMMENTS RECEIVED: MIA 
SENT TO APPLICANT:

ATTACHMENTS

1. HAWP Application

2. Master Plan Information
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APPLICATION FOR- - - -
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT -
TAX ACCOUNT * -)-d $ SO -2—

NAME NAME OF PROPERTY

(Contract/Pure

ADDRESS 4911

TELEPHONE NO. 3e l- 6 S"9-?'lCl cy-,

(Include Area Code)10 L' -t!,% A 0. S IPXZ.aik &,If 0--
e - 

-
r-- ttA 2d'?is l

n C++;;Y STATE MW

CONTRACTOR (~vt 0MLI It TELEPHONE NO. _36 - 9 22- 707-
CONTRACTOR

o?

CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER

PLANS PREPARED BY A Dul f vV at r~qJ nt i ~- t TELEPHONE NO.
(Include Area Code)

REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE 
i

House Number •2.0 Street hf't' E ,p Yt 1-i s ►+a Q~

Town/City 0 1 G (C - l-  -
5 
w 

~p 

Election District

Nearest Cross Street Vy

Lot Block Subdivision - 
II

Liber~ Folio 46 K Parcel ~ 41 F4 ds't CA--d B A P~ i~ S ro (I C rd. 1-

1A. TYPE OF PERM Circle one) Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition

Construct Extend/A Alter/Renovate Repair Porch eck Fireplace Shed ' Solar Woodburning Stove

Wreck/flaw ova Install Revocable Revision Fence/Wall edmplete Section 4} Other

1B. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $ 7 S~

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT*

10. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY P to e.o
IE. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? 

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS
2A. TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 2B. TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

01 1 1 WSSC 02 ( to✓Septic 01 . ( ) WSSC 02 (-,rW ell

03 ( 1 Other 03 ( 1 Other

PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL
4A. HEIGHT 4 fSet in _inches
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line

® Entirely on land of owner I'e yu"— t d rc P da-IS's"..~,
t L

a P yaa-6. .c r-r.~v- o P !i6 at S L
3. On public right of way/easement (Revocable Letter Required).

I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans approved by all agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

) Z2 - 1%„, ~ 4 16 ~9 !
ignature of owner or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarized on back) Date

.......... *.*•...........w --. - ...................

APPROVED For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission

DISAPPROVED Signature Date

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO: l,~ (lOE'~ FILING FEE:$
DATE FILED: ~— PERMIT FEE: $
DATE ISSUED: BALANCE $
OWNERSHIP CODE: RECEIPT NO: FEE WAIVED:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS
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SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting,
including their historical features and significance:

Mount Ephraim is an historic brick house built by William Hilton

for Ephraim Harris, a 19th C. farmer and storekeeper, between 1866-68.

The property consists of a large L-shaped two-story brick farmhouse

with slate roof, a small brick outkitchen and 5.72. acres. There are also

a number of small wooden outbdldings: 2 chicken coops, a sheep pen now

used as a tool shed, and a run-in shelter.  ges or tnese 

structuare but . .h v are probably 40-50 years old, build by present

owners as part of their sheep and chicken raising enterprises. The

consensus of those who have seen them is that these buildings have no

architectural or historical significance. Most of the 5.72 acres is in

open pasture. Mt Ephraim is on the Cty's Kegister and fully documented.
b. General description of project and its impact on the historic

resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the
historic district:

The proposed project is simply to extend the existing boApd fencing
which currently separates the house yar: From Ene pa.s res at tn=

piares - the NW rear corner and south side of hose from the SW corner of

the front section of the "L"., to create a safe enclosed yard for the

purchaser two large dogs. Fence will 5e tFree o g fence
4feet high and will be reinfgeed on inside with 411 2-,4 11 wire mesh so dogs

cannot sl]~ trough fence. A four ~oot wooden Date W be ipcRded in
ea c sectl n or Passa e of a smal ride-on mover. ec ion a corner

will be L-shaped measuring 12 x 28 ft. Section on south side of use wil
be in a straight line approx. 50 ft in length. Since a. small chic?':en coop
is located right at the end of this proposed fence line, it is a so
proposed to move this structure behind the larger red chicken coo found
on uild.ing
are grouped. Proposed fence extensions are at rear of house and will not
e visinle From roan Munduse of UUILriy . In

iudaement of purchasers, this fencing will have no impact whatsoever

on the histori- resource or the environmental setting.

-1-



2. Statement of ProjectTntent: •

Short, written statement that describes:

a. the proposed design of the new work, in terms of scale, massing,
materials, details, and landscaping:

Three-board fencing similar to that which already exists on property,

reinforced on inside with 4"x411 wire mesh. L-shaped section at NW

rc+ar n-F ~1{~ ;,;ill ill 132 12 Py+-PngJi g o n~ "h frnw nnr__r QE h9s6 and.
28 feet to west where it will ioin existing fence. Section on south
will extend. approx. 50 feet from SW corner of house to join existing
fence. Each section will have a 4 1 gate for passage of lawn mower.

b. the relationship of this design to the existing resource(s):

Fence will be essentially the same as the existing board
fencing on the property.

c. the way in which the proposed work conforms to the specific
requirements of the Ordinance (Chapter 24A):

The intent of this section is not clear to me. However, it
can be pointed out that this tyre of fencing is a temrnrary

structure; it will be lo rated at the rear of hnnPP' it T,7i 11

not be visible from road':. and it will nn+, have a_„_y impact 11 on
the historic nature of the property or its environmental setting.

3. Proiect Plan: A schematic locational diagram, not to scale is
enclosed. A survey to scal w 1 e a it-ble after

Site and environmental setting, drawn to sca~ie '(silaf~ wi~~ advise on
area required). Plan to include: settlement (Sept.  1 1 or 12 ) and will be

forwarded.
a. the scale, north arrow, and date;

b. dimensions and heights of all existing and proposed structures;

c. brief description and age of all structures (e.g., 2 story, frame
house c.1900);

d. grading at no less than 5' contours (contour maps can be obtained
from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission,
8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring; telephone 495-4610); and

e. site features such as walks, drives, fences, ponds, streams, trash
dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

4. Tree Survey: If applicable, tree survey indicating location, caliper
and species of all trees within project area which are 6" in caliper or
larger (including those to be removed).

-2-



5. Design Features: Schematic construction plans drawn to scale at 1/8"
=1'-0", or 1/4" = 1'-0", indicating location, size and general type of
walls, window and door openings, roof profiles, and other fixed features
of both the existing resource(s) and the proposed work.

6. Facades: Elevation drawings, drawn to scale at 1/8" = 1'0", or 1/4" =
1 10", clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing
construction and, when appropriate, context. All materials and fixtures
proposed for exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An
existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each facade affected by the
proposed work is reauired.

7. Materials Specifications: General description of materials and
manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project.

8. Photos of Resources: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of
each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected
portions. All labels should be placed on the front of photographs.

9. Photos of Context: Clearly labeled color photographic prints of the
resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and from adjoining
properties, and of the adjoining and facing properties.

Color renderings and models are encouraged, but not generally required.

Applicant shall submit 2 copies of all materials in a format no larger
than 8 1/2" x 14"; black and white photocopies of color photos are acceptable
with the submission of one original photo.

10. Addresses of Adjacent Property Owners. For all projects, provide an
accurate list of adjacent and confronting property owners (not tenants),
including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list should include the
owners of all lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, as
well as the owner(s) of lot(s) or parcel(s) which lie directly across
the street/highway from the parcel in question. If you need assistance
obtaining this information, call the Department of Assessments and
Taxation, at 279-1355.

1. Name Stronghold Inc. (West rear roundary of property

Address
7901 Comus Rd. and across W. Harris Rd. to NorthO

City/Zip Dickerson, ND 20842

2. Name Pd,k.i P— e-i)-c'r--

Address 't f S°M~tL). vti _

City/Zip L? icKr-r- sd►rcr . M zo YZ.

-3-
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3. Name C . L .6

Address t I IA/. N ec.~- r IS ~d

City/Zip c K e_e-sJw . Nt Zo g) .f

4. Name

Address

City/Zip

5. Name

Address

City/Zip

6. Name

Address

City/Zip

7. Name

Address

City/Zip

8. Name

Address

City/Zip

1757E

-4-
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August 6, 1991

Ms. Gwen Marcus
Historical Preservation Commisssion

Dear Ms. Marcus: Re: Mt. Ephraim

Enclosed is our application to extend the fencing at rear of house to
create a safe, enclosed yard for our two dogs. At your suggestion, I am
writing to inform the Commission of the repairs we plan to undertake as
"Normal Maintenance" to the exterior of the property as soon as possible
after we settle on the house (Sept. 11 or 12).

1) Replacement of Slate Roof and Gutters on Main House

We will replace the roof with a black Spanish slate. This slate is
superior in quality and durability to the Bangor slate presently on the
roof. The galvanized metal gutters also need replacing. We propose to`
replace them with aluminum for easier maintenance. Replacement gutters.
will be half-round with round downspouts so the profile will remain the
same.

See the attached proposal from Ryba Roofers for details. Mr. Ryba has
worked on the house and replaced the slate on the rear "hip" section of
the L extension three or four years ago so that this one portion of the
roof does not need to be replaced. New slate will match the slate he used
for that repair.

2) Repair of the brick outkitchen which we intend to use as a studio and
guest quarters. This building is in serious disrepair with considerable
water damage to floor and interior. Work to be undertaken includes:

(1) Taking down brick over some of the windows and the door to
replace rotted lintels. We will rebuild using existing brick and set back
in place existing molding and trim.

(2) Rebuild leaning chimo%% to code specifications using existing
brick to the extent possible.

(3) Repoint brick to prevent water seepage.

(4) Replace tar paper roof and add gutter to prevent continued water
damage to west wall and foundations. See Mr. Ryba's propsal for details
on proposed roofing.

3) Scrape and paint all exterior trim and shutters.

As I indicated to you, I cannot be at the next meeting of the Commission
but I hope they will act on our request for fencing as it is important



to us to have that fence constructed as soon as possible so that we have
some area where our dogs can run safely and freely. We will not have a
"to-scale" locational map of the property until the survey is completed,
but I shall forward you copies as soon as it becomes available.

I would like to sit down with the Commission for a consultation as to our.
future plans for the property at one of their October meetings. Among the
topics we should like to discuss are:

1) a better delineation of the Commission's interest in the property. As
you pointed out, this was one of the first buildings to be listed on the
Countys's$ Historic Register and the listed site includes the entire 5.72
acres. Most of this land is pasture. We intend to keep horses, and we
shall probably want to reconfigure the interior pasture fencing - for
example, to fence off the old apple trees from the horses. Do we need to
go through what I've found to be a very time-consuming and burdensome
process each time we want to change a fence or gate? All of these fences
are well within the property and scarcely visible from the roads.

Similarly, what is the extent of the Commission's interest in the several
chicken coops and other wooden outbuildings? I believe these have no
architectural or historical interest.

2) Plans for construction of a small (4-6 stall) horse barn on the W.
Harris Rd. (North) side of property near the large chicken coop and tool
shed.

3) Plans for moving the kitchen back to the rear of the house by
enclosing the lower story of the existing porch (on South side of the
L-extension).

4) Plans to construct a small portico over the front door (the original
front porch was removed by the Gutheims in 1941/42) to take advantage of
the French windows (over the front door) in the upper hall. We would also
construct a smaller matching portico to replace the present side entrance
way on the North facade. It should be noted that this side entrance is
not original to the house. It was constructed by the Gutheims when they
moved the kitchen to the front of the house in 1941/42.

I hope that the Commission will agree that it would be worthwhile to sit
down and discuss these items before we begin to incur the expense of
design drawings and detailed architectural plans.

Sincerely yours,

oz",~ 1111, VI., A;_."

James M. Van Dien
X4,9/11 Cumberland Ave.

('7

301-- ry



10;~1450A

0
JOE RYBA R jOFING CO.

15415 Barnesville Road

Boyds, Maryland 20841

(301) 972-6256

MHIC ?17590

Proposal Submitted To:

Name i77t TM Von en

Street 8911 
J 

bV/U
City U,e,Y t

State 01-4

Phone 6i5r-%2dT

' Date

1 Sheet No.
i

Work To Be Performed At:

street/-
23720 r?l r .tt~{~ers-, Rd

city ok-kerSon State

Date of Plans

Architect

We hereby propose to furnish the materials 
l
and perform the labor necessary for the completion of

Teor OT 4i4Yi'n ><5an or .S1a7...<s 1l Qar_ ro axe. bay k Ar~A, :► ~>,~ _. _
Trw6l( 12 t 3 !.d 'RIt
a.sfa u 4' X is  Sao

&Z . _.CXF vll ey prfa-collarf __Q4 di;oft,, ~7Q ;7 l ~i cl~
3 [on w d,4ins  

 
t O{'ti+ VrOu„j fGA ,

Cv~t +v be -.032 
 

-- .._.

~a honyto _. % be Q, dr, e~.-fit . . _ . _ t; 3s$• 
o0

~twk ou} bv, le- Z► A ll_. IVot(~ .me~,liAro►,e roof L. - . Co/~~ ~►;. r ea

C;lenr. Y CU, remove job ~2ia 

1 ~oaaneK~-_ ~wa~ S~►ea~:n 
.
~'Fn~~. __.~,

oa 
~-~.~,• _ - - _ 

- _

flec yeor wor6cirAe*f Quk►,'~ee
All material is guaranteed to be as specified, and the above work to be performed in accordance with the drawings and

specifications submitted f r above work an c feted i substantial workmanlike manner for the sum of

~,rcn autand ta;m ~un~re(} ~t,ur i~,re2 Dollars ($ 177

with payments to be made as follows: 
 

 O .-O - p a - — - - - 

o ."fart” 'F c of ~sf~ - I), coo °
-• C~e:, Co le ar ~ G~►.._. 0o ...._:16.1 wef-

~K olo Pr• monk on III wr,00 ~, _P
Any Any alteration or deviation from above specifications involving extra
costs. will be executed only upon written orders, and will become an Respectfully submitted
extra charge over and above the estimate. All agreements contingent
upon strikes, accidents or delays beyond our control+ owner to carry
fire. tornado and other necessary insurance upon above work. Work- Per

men's Compensation ana Public Liability Insurance on above work to be
taken out by 

10 1.~ (' 
Note—This proposal may be withdrawn by us if not accepted

-,To e- F%r, ROd' ~~i9 ̀ a within /0 days.

ORIGINAL
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CHAPTER 4: DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC RESOURCES APPROVED
FOR INCLUSION IN THE MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

10/12 Mendelsohn Terrace, Browningsville
- 1880--25'2 story L-shape frame farmhouse.

- Important example of Gothic Revival architecture and an 8-generation
family farm.

10/59 Davis House, Hyattstown
- c. 1810-1820--25'2 story house with Flemish bond brickwork on front facade.

- Built by a Hyattstown leader, fine example of Federal style architecture.

10/70 Sugarloaf Mountain Chapel, Comus
- 1861--2 story, brick building with 2 gable-end entrance doors.

- Site used by Methodists since late 18th Century, chapel is a fine example of
vernacular Greek Revival architecture by local builder, William T. Hilton.

12%1 Mt. Ephraim, Dickerson
- 1868--254 story L-shaped brick house.

- Example of building skills of local builder, William T. Hilton, and remaining
structure of a Civil War era community.

12%22 **Mount Carmel, Dickerson
1759--large house of four stone sections and one frame section, and stone
slave quarter.

Fine Federal style farmstead and miller's house; home of three prominent
County families, the Veatches, Trundles, and Gotts,

12/32 **Martinsburg Road, Dickerson (Montgomery County)
- 1830's--20 foot wide, single lane, paved concrete' section (one mile' lohg),

lined with old stone fences and tall trees.

Illustrates two transportation eras: (1) farmers' route to nearby mills and
Potomac River; and (2) one-lane paved strip--the minimum requirement for
the first automobiles.

12/35 **Inverness, Dickerson
- 1830's--fine Federal style house with unusually large number (9) of period

agricultural dependencies.

- Excellent example of 19th century farm life and architecture, associated
with the Benjamin White family for 120 years.

13/10 *Clarksburg School (Montgomery County Public Schools)
- .1909--frame rectangular, 2-room schoolhouse with central entrance porch.

29



ACHS SV141ARY FORIM

1. Name Mt, Ephraim

2. Planning Area/Site Number 12/1 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 5
H-3

4. Address Mt, Ephraim Road, Dickerson 'L37Zo Mr. Epd"IM 12,,
DiLM-asow j M 2t 1i

5. Classification Summary

Category building
O~,;nership„; ri Vat
Public Acquisition n.a-
Status ocnup Ad
Accessible no
Present use pry v_ ate res; rjeneP
Previous Survey Recording M-NCPj_ _Federal State_County_g__Local

(Title and date: Historic Sites Survey 1976 )

o. Date 1868 7. Original Owner Ephraim G. Harris

8. Apparent Condition

a. good C. original site

b. altered

9. Descrintion: This two & a half story L-shaped brick structure faces east on
Mt. Ephraim Rd. Built upon fieldstone foundations with timber framing, the
house is constructed of locally fired brick laid up in common.bond. This
simple structure once had a center cross gable, bracketed front porch with
shed roof, & Victorian interior & exterior details. The wooden paneled
front door is flanked by four light sidelights. The hipped roof is covered
by slate roofing. Wooden lintels surmount the six-over-six light double
hung windows. There are three chimneyys which serve this house.

There is a brick outbuilding to the NW of the house, which may have be,
used as a summer kitchen.

10. Sit-nificance: This house is important as an example of the building skills c
William T. Hilton & as the remainder of the crossroads complex once known as
Mt. Ephraim, situated on 13 acres deeded to Ephraim G. Harris in 1868.
Harris capitalized on the Civil War trade, operating a general merchandising
store at the intersection. In 1868 he decided to construct a residence re-
flective of his new-found affluence t and contracted with -William T. Hilton
Sons, local carpenters, to build it. Most of the materials used were
obtained locally (clays slate s and timber). In 1888, Mt. Ephraim consisted
of the house & outbuildings, brick store, restaurant, 2 frame dwellings, &
blacksmith ship & stable. Only the house & its "summer kitchen" remain.

il. Date researched and researcher Fall 1978 Mark Walston
Candy Reed - Architectural Description

2 . ler Eileen McGuckian 13. Date Compiled 1/79 14. Desijna pion
Aporovai

15. :acreage 5.27 acres



M: 12/1
MARAD HISTORICAL TRUST MAGI#

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

IM NAME -
HISTORIC Mt. Ephraim _-

AND/OR COMMON "

LO CATI ON ,

STREET& NUMBER 23720 Mt. Ephraim Road

CI"Y. -OWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Dickerson _VICINITY OF '8

S'AT'c COUNTY

Maryland Montgomery

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP _ STATUS. _ PRESENT USE
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC ~O~CUPIED _AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM

Z8UILDINGIS) xPRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _PARK

—STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS , ,

.-

—EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED _YES' UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

_3NO —MILITARY _OTHER: ~._.._-..

OWNER OF PROPERTY `
NAME Frederick Gutheim Telephone #: 972-8375
STREET& NUMBER

23720 Mt. Ephraim Road
CITY. TOWN STATE, zip code

Dickerson — VICINITY OF Maryland 20753
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 638
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 168
REGISTRY OF OEEDS,ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

CI7Y. TOWN STATE

Rockville Maryland 20850

Q3 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites
DATE

1976 _FEDERAL X-STATE COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Park Historian's Office '
CITY. TOWN STATE

Rockville Maryland 20855



13 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED X.ORIGINAL SITE

GOOD -RUINS _ S4LTERED _MOVED DATE

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two and a half story L-shaped brick structure faces east on
Mt. Ephraim Road. Built upon fieldstone foundations with timber framing,
the house is constructed of locally fired brick laid up in common bond.
This simple structure once had a center cross gable bracketed front
one-story porch with shed roof, and Victorian interior and exterior
details. The wooden paneled front door is flanked by four light side-
lights. The hipped roof is covered by slate roofing. Wooden lintels
surmount the six-over-six light double hung windows. There are three
chimneys which serve this house.

The house originally had a central hallway flanked by two rooms q with
heavy trim= ceiling plaster works stair brackets and mantels. A third
west (rear) ell room made this an L-plan house. A two story porch is
located on the southwest corner of the house. The stairway is constructed
of a curved chestnut railing and cedar newell post. The present owners
modified the north and west rooms to accomodate their needs as well as
the effects of poor management of the property.

The present owners extensively renovated the house in 1941-2. They
employed the services of three prominent architects q Julian Berla,
Wilhelm von Moltke and Vernon de Mars; the garden was laid out by
Daniel Riley. At this juncture the earlier architectural character
was lost.



IGNUICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ,- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW...

-PREHISTORIC -ARCH EULUGY•PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION -

_1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE

_1600.1699 X-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY MSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

_1700.1799 _.ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER

1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXP LORATION/SETT LEM ENT _PHILOSOPHY F _TRANSPORTATION

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT MOTHER 1SPECIFYI

_INVENTION Local History:_

SPECIFIC DATES 1868 BUILDER/ARCHITECT William T. Hilton

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is important as 1) the remainder of the crossroads
community which once served local residents and travelers and 2) as an
example of the building skills of William T. Hilton.

Mt. Ephraim (a name given to both the house and the locality -- and
later to the larger, predom nantly black community to the north) was deeded::::::

to Ephraim G. Harris in 1868.1 The land, lying at the intersection of "the
road from Mouth of Monocacy to Urbana" and "the road from Barnesville to t=
Frederick" was Ephraim's desired 13 acres of the Harris family estate. r

Ephraim Harris had conducted a general merchandising operation at the
site from the early 1860's onward, capitalizing on the trade during the
Civil Wart and in 1868, decided to construct for himself a residence more ~.'.
reflective of his newfound affluence. He contracted with William T. t
Hilton and Sons q local carpenters, to construct the house. Most of the ......
materials used were obtained close at hand, with clay for the bricks mined,
molded and fired on the spot slate for the roof quarried nearby and pine
oak and chestnut timber obtained from woodlots on Sugarloaf Mountain.

Ephraim Harris' store was totally destroyed by fire on December 22,
1876, with the entire loss estimated from $3,000 to $4,000.2 However, the
property was insured f and Harris replaced the old store with a new brick
store house shortly thereafter.

By the time of his death in the spring of 1888 Ephraim Harris had
established a substantial commercial complex on his land at the cross-
roads. The buildings consisted of:

• One brick house (Mr. Ephraim), 40 x 50 feet
2j stories, seven rooms, a hallway above and
below, slate roof with a stable, wagon shed,
cornhouseq brick dairy and other outbuildings

• One brick store house, 20 x 36 feet, 1j stories
with a cellar and a tin roof, and including a
restaurant 100 yards from the store house

• One 1i story frame dwelling, medium condition

• One 1j story frame dwelling, small, including
blacksmith shop and stable-5

Continued on Attachment Sheet A

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Attachment Sheet A • Ms 12/1

Mt. Ephraim

The restaurant appears to have been basically a saloon, as evidenced
by the inventoried stock of the restaurant, co sisting of glasses,
bottles, demijohns and 177 gallons of whiskey.4 Harris was post-
master and farmer as well as storekeeper.

The 15 acres, and the various buildings thereon, were offered
up by Ephraim Harris' family at a Trustee's Sale, on September 7, 1889.
The land was purchased by Ida J. Dronenburg. The Dronenbergs continued
to operate the store for awhile$ but the business was moved to nearby
Dickerson. A fire occurred in the main house in 1909, attested to by
charred boards in the attic.

The house and property then passed through a number of owners
until 1919, when Mt. Ephraim and 5.72 acres were sold to Francois P.
Darrieulat, President Theodore Roosevelt's fencing master, and coach
of several college teams and U.S. Olympic fencing teams.6 Darrieulat
was the friend and fencing companion of Gordon Strong, owner of the
adjacent property and Sugarloaf Mountain; Strong acquired a mortgage
on the property and arranged its sale to Darrieulat.

Frederick and Polly Gutheim purchased the property from Darrieulat's
estate in 1941. At that time, the front porch and many of the interior
design details were removed during the course of remodeling the house,
but werepreserved in the form of recorded architectural drawings.
During 1954-55, when the Gutheims lived in Washington, D.C. Mt. Ephraim
was occupied by John Andrew Rice a classical scholar founder and
one-time president of Black Mountain College, and a distinguished writer
of short stories and books.

The present owner Frederick Gutheim l is noted for his authorship
of two major works of local interest, The Potomac (1949) and Worth Zof
the Nation. The History of Planning for the National Capital U976).
He is an internationally-known planning and historic preservation con-
sultant and was professor of History and American Civilization at
George Washington University serving as the first director of GWU's
Graduate Program in Historic Preservation (1975-1978)•

FOOTNOTES:
1. Land Records of Montgomery County, Md., EBP 5/266 (June 15, 1868).

2, Montgomery County Seǹ tinelq December 299 1876.

3. Rental Appraisal of Ephraim Harris' lands t RWC 18/168 Montgomery
County Orphan's Court Records, Montgomery County Equity Records,
Judgment JA 4/226.

4. Montgomery County Orphan's Court Records, Personal Estate Inventory
of Ephraim Harris, RWC 18/148.

5. Land Records, Op. Cit., JA 17/133 (February 26t 1890).

6. Ibid.9 278/487.
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_
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 27 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY.

• Maryland _ Montgomery.=
STATE COUNTY

Maryland 'Frederick

® ORM PREPARED BY.F .....
NAME / TITLE,

Mark Walston
ORGANIZATIONDATE

Sugarloaf Regional Trails October 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Box 87 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE

• ~: is r r...':: r

Dickerson _ Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe- _
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438-
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CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue • Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760

MEMORANDUM

TO: Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP) Applicants

FROM: Gwen Marcus, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Urban Design Division

M-NCPP/C~ n
DATE:

T

SUBJECT: Historic. Preservation Commission Review of HAWP
Application

The Historic Preservation Commission has received the His-
toric Area Work Permit (HAWP) application which you filed on your
property.

The Historic Preservation Commission will on ider your HAWP
application at their regular meeting on
This meeting will be held in the Maryland-Natlonal Capital Park
and Planning Commission Auditorium at 8787 Geor is Avenue, Silver
Spring, Maryland. The meeting will begin at 7: .M.

You are encouraged to attend this meeting so that the His-
toric Preservation Commission can discuss your application with
you. If you have any questions about the meeting, the HAWP appli-
cation process, or other historic preservation issues, please
feel free to call the Historic Preservation Commission staff at
495-4570.

hawpdate


