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OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF WORK

Renovation of a Barn f-ar
Sugarloaf Citizens Ast.oclation
Dickerson, Maryland

Project # 96-74
March 1997

A+>;hitecrura!

Camera! Approach: ro nAtirdaf the appearenoe of a teem, retaining all major etenq~Ma qr lMe
exIOV exterior Stn ictum. Intarlontt are tote open and flexible, awn,
h*orW*• l5lilaftI sfopift floor ellab to be ismo red and mplaced wMtt fni
WON. FWof to le ittstrtefad wlh lnSuf bn bft"onthe tf r 7(titlAiiiii
Environmentally sensitive maters and methods will be ulittzed to the fullso extent po#ia *6

Fire Separation Astembkes: None required. See attached code analyals.

Interior Construolko: Interior partitions to remveabletoperabie Ihrouph custom designed
system. See draWiVs.

DoorsfWkxlows: Interior doors will be solid core wood doors, or hollow metiall doors, wth a veneer
of sheet zinc.

Interior We# FWAfts: Pak#on existing plaster wails, patched and reissued. Restrooms will be
bare corwete: r,, m* belle or ceramic We base, and ceramic filewatllsoct to 48"
A.F.F. on all 'Sn aM

interior Floor Fmishes: Cot" with &nfsh system, possibly an epoxy paint or stain. Floor will be
uMefd with a brass bar, to indicate the path of the hinging panitions.

Interior Ceilings: Wainscoting to remain, patched, repaired and painted.

Furniture: Asdelermfrtedby the Owner.

Specialties: None anticipated.
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Structural
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Rootsuppott- a to remain
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    this proposal does not technically need HPC approval through the HAWP process.) 

    Install new wood and glass doors and/or large wooden windows in barn openings on the 

    west and east elevations, including the breezeway between the main barn and the 

    milkhouse. These original openings were large to accommodate the movement of farm 

    animals and machinery. The sense of openness is to be retained through the extensive use 

    of glass in these openings, while making the building weathertight and functional as an 

    office. Existing rolling wood doors will be retained/replaced and can be used to cover 

    some of the glass areas when the building is closed. 

•   Build two small additions at the rear northeast corner of the building for mechanical and

    storage purposes. These additions would be of a similar material as the main barn 

    structure and would be relatively unobtrusive (sizes: 7 X 10' and 7' X 7'). 

    Add a dome skylight atop the silo to make the structure weathertight and allow light into 

    the space. 

    Add parking spaces along the rear facade of the barn (the north elevation). 

BACKGROUND: 

The Gothic Dairy Barn at the Lawrence White/Matthews Farm was designated as a historic site 

in 1993. It is one of the few remaining outbuildings from a 1 9th century farmstead along historic 

Martinsburg Road. The farm has belonged to Montgomery County for a number of years and the 

area behind the farm buildings is used as the County's Composting Facility. 

The main farmhouse burned to ground in 1990, leaving only a bank barn, a corncrib, a dairy barn, 

a board and batten tenant house, and a log structure. Although all of these structures were 

recommended for historic designation, the County Council chose to designate only the Gothic 

Dairy Barn with an environmental setting of only the area immediately around the footprint of 

the barn. The other outbuildings are still extant, except for the log structure, which was 

dismantled and moved to another farm site in western Montgomery County. Negotiations are 

underway for the ultimate retention of a number of the other outbuildings, even though they are 

not officially designated as historic. 

As the result of a lawsuit brought by Sugarloaf Citizens Associations against Montgomery 

County, the County has entered into an agreement with the civic group to undertake a number of 

projects in the Dickerson area - including renovation of the Gothic Dairy Barn as offices for the 

Sugarloaf Citizens Association. The group has worked closely with the Division of Facilities and 

Services (DFS) and the Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPWT) on selection of 

an architect for this project, on review of the design concepts at each stage, and on the ultimate 

approval of the architectural plans. There have been large group meetings with the civic 

association as well as a working committee that has included Jane Hunter (Sugarloaf Citizens 

Association), Jeff Dunkel (DPWT), Hameed Omidvar (DFS), and Gwen Wright (M-NCPPC). 



There current HAWP submission is the result of the work done by the committee noted above in 

conjunction with the architect, Proffitt & Pryor. 

STAFF DISCUSSION: 

Staff applauds the effort which has been made to retain the character of this historic agricultural 

building while adaptively reusing it as offices for the Sugarloaf Citizens Associations. Many 

farm buildings which no longer have agricultural functions are left to deteriorate - it is fortunate 

that a good new use has been found for this unique Gothic-roofed structure. And it is appropriate 

that preservation of the exterior features of the building has been a major priority in the design 

work on the project. 

Staff feels that the roof replacement (with a new standing seam metal roof) and the painting are 

appropriate and necessary maintenance work which could be approved without a HAWP, but 

which are brought to the HPC for their information. 

The 6/6 windows must be replaced as the majority of the historic windows are missing or 

damaged beyond repair. The barn has been vacant for many years and the windows have been 

destroyed by weather and vandalism. Retention of the function of the windows (tilting in to open 

rather than being double-hung) is a feature which is particularly reflective of the original 

agricultural use of the building - it is very appropriate that this mode of functioning is being 

retained. The use of windows with insulated glass with applied muntins and shadow bars has 

been generally favored by the HPC when new windows are required. Staff feels that this 

proposal should be approved. 

The "glassing in" of the large openings on the east and west elevations in an appropriate way to 

deal with adaptive reuse of this farm buildings for an office function. It allows the openings to 

still read as voids in the solid concrete block wall. Staff encourages the retention of as many 

rolling wooden doors as possible so that these historic features can also be used (when the 

building is closed) to simulate the original appearance of the barn as much as possible. In 

addition, staff particularly notes that the windows in the breezeway which is to be enclosed will 

be operable - in good weather, the windows can be opened to simulate the original function of 

the breezeway. All the new windows/doors in these openings will be wood with insulated glass 

and no muntins. 

The two small additions on the rear, northeast corner of the building are unobtrusive and should 

be approved as proposed. By adding this small additions, it is possible to retain a great deal of 

the openness of the main interior space - which is another important feature of the historic 

character of the barn. 

The glass skylight atop the silo is a creative solution to the use of this farm structure and staff 

supports its use. Silos are an important emblem of the farm landscape, but are difficult to 

adaptively reuse. This silo will be a circular staircase and a planting area - it will become an 

integral part of the functioning of the new office use in the barn. The glass skylight will allow 

light into the space without punching holes in the silo walls and will make it usable space. 



               • 

Although a glass skylight is not historically what one would find atop a silo, its form is 

appropriate and its differentiated materials clearly identify the building as having a new and 

modern function. Staff feels this is a good example of Secretary's Standard 49, "...The new work 

shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 

architectural features..." 

Finally, the parking and proposed site work seem appropriate to the rural character of this 

property. However, staff is very concerned about the mound system sewage area shown to the 

south of the barn structure (between the barn and Martinsburg Road). Such a mound system 

would severely detract from the historic character of the entire site. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of this HAWP as it is in accord with Criteria 24A-8(b)2: 

    The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural 

    features of the historic site, or the historic district in which an historic resource is located and would not be 

    detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter. 

and with Secretary of the Interior's Standards #1, #5, #9 and #10. 
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                                                                                      Daytime Phone No.: 

Tax Account No.: 

                                                          Go 01\1•4 

 Name of Property Owner: VIICN :6F I—                                                 Daytime Phone No.: 

                                     •til;ft 

 Address:ll f'J watsi                    1'4    tei •          .Kocite-Ndt 

                     Street Number                                City                               Staet                          Zip Code 

 ContraCtort IV*                                                                              Phone No.: 

 Contractor Registration No.: 

                     H11:444 rfe4reifr)                       ADaytime Phone No.: 

 Agent for Owner: 

 LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE 

 House Number: 6 IC° Pr                                                    Street 

 Town/City: 0 1 6:4•egi.74? I Nearest Cross Street k't4oti 6 (.) 

 Lot Block: Subdivision: 

          .,- -- 

          ,......,r .... 

 Liber: ....' — i , Folio: Co 1.' Parcel: 

 PART ONE: TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION AND USE 

 1A. CHECK ALL APPLICABLE:                                             CHECK ALL APPLICABLE: 

   \ffi Construct \In Extend           M Alter/Renovate                    A/C \S1 Slab \Itr_l Room Addition 0 Porch 0 Deck 0 Shed 

      0 Move 0 Install                 O Wreck/Raze                    O Solar 0 Fireplace 0 Woodbuming Stove                      0 Single Family 

   \-cl Revision \IE Repair            O Revocable                     O Fence/Wall (complete Section 4) 0 Other: 

                                                  CCO, 

 1B. Construction cost estimate: $ 

 1C. If this is a revision of a previously approved active permit, see Permit # 

 PART IWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS 

 2A. Type of sewage disposal:          01 0 WSSC                (121 Septic              03 0 Other: 

 2B. Type of water supply:             01 0 WSSC                02 n Well                03 D Other: 

 PART THREE: COMPLETE ONLY FOR FENCE/RETAINING WALL 

 3A. Height               feet inches 

 3B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations: 

       0 On party line/property line 0 Entirely on land of owner                      1:1 On public right of way/easement 

 I hereby certify that l have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with plans 

 approved by all agencies listed and I hereby acknowledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit. 

                       Sig ature of owner or authorized agent                                                                   Date 

 Approved:                                                               For Chairperson, Historic Preservation Commission 

                   ,Orowsteaofe 

 Disapproved: Signature:                                                                                             Date: 

 Application/Permit No.: 00S) a0 00 &                                        Date Filed: S7-12.0 /3 Date Issued: 



             M1E41111: NG WENTPAOSti3E 

           REfiiiiRtkbOdtiMiittOititrAttoriOANYV    106-CATION. 

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT  tf 

  a. Description of existing structure(s) and environmental setting, .including their histqrical features and significance: 

                 ( 140 11*. 0-641 0011 -Att em•iveritt%r) 

       -to 0 166 V)ulL:iv_N,4, reP7 

       1z1.101q -WO ri eti/ -4: -Ai9t4 PAC 

       rogrl U-r rtAtfee`) iti4t 6it-lir( - 6)66 OA AWit,)/ 

  b. General description of project and its effect on the historic resource(s), the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the historic district 

                 tilA At)101.6°0 To Kettg rog 0111,(1 Tat4146 

       "dttA66 Pii0004 ovo, tzqytigr 1919CL 

           t.?( IrlÑPm) c.ftr `VIA A1,1, -0 frI454 

       fl)tAllf-1 (hf, Pt A IA-(641141 v)oitivi 

2. SITE PLAN 

  Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat Your site plan must include: 

  a. the scale, north arrow, and date; 

  b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and 

  c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping. 

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 

  You must submit 2 copies of plans and elevations in a format no laraer than 11" x 17. Plans on 8 vr x 11" paper are preferred. 

  a. Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window and door openings, and other 

    fixed features of both the existing resource(s) and the proposed work. 

  b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction and, when appropriate, context. 

    All materials and fixtures proposed for the exterior must be noted on the elevations drawings. An existing and a proposed elevation drawing of each 

    facade affected by the proposed work is required. 

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS 

  General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project This information may be included on your 

  design drawings. 

5. PHOTOGRAPHS 

  a. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected portions. All labels should be placed on the 

    front of photographs. 

  b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the adjoining properties. All labels should be placed on 

    the front of photographs. 
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   20 August 1997 

   Sugarloaf Barn Renovation 

   Master Plan Site 12/31 

   Lawrence White Farm 

   Martinsburg Road 

   Dickerson, Maryland 

   Proj. No.: 96-74 

   List of Neighboring Property Owners: 

   Montgomery County 
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   Rockville, Maryland 20850 

   F.R. & J.A. Buchanan, 

   20700 Darnstown Road 

   Dickerson, Maryland 20842 
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                                         The Best Things in Light are Free. 

                                         Daylight - The Ultimate Light Source! 

Daylighting by Natural Lighting Co. provides 

the best lighting in the world because full- 

spectrum, natural daylight... 

• Maximizes color perception. It has a color-rendition

  index of WO; cool-white fluorescent light has an index 

                                                                      TD4000 Active. 

  of 67. Therefore, colors are rich, true and vibrant.                DaylightIng 

• Enhances object definition. Improves visual acuity by

  providing superior recognition of surface detail, 

  text and graphics. 

• Is cooler. Contains half as much heat per unit of         UTD-2000 

  illumination as other light sources.                       vs. 

                                                        Passive Daylighting 

• Easy on the eyes. No harsh glare, intense brightness, Performance Comparison 

  hot spots or flicker.                       Sunrise        Noon Sunset 



                                      • 

                                                                                                              a 

                                                                                                                           149 

                                                                                                                erfia, mikatt 

                        operating  hours         kutomatic  light mougutuo NM a) 

                                                                                                     draciogrA a!) a dAtscafou 

           guni, *gm fis, atmla ml              ACM aea assive MOST *OM CO) 

airmuis kdap, Kt Pa MN e MAW*                                          tICQ    lighti                       ao fie   unPointe "   interior 

                                                                                                     diffusing  ttiagmeanNANTA) 

  Now glkfg Um air &Op eadil cflai              Van fib FaidtgalgAtz41 103 Uni& 

smativilAllp goal dr      turning  ff lights 

Coe new ati brihtbIo 04                                            Ca (IAA 

  orsortika Ilev A/Wag 440 fteT                          a) high tub ativek 

    ti1IDjL1l difiseci                          andi put g1101* atitor tukti 

  ToTdriiiilwatalad                             ocvaitaat. gam alormDi 

     Atow Notonyv N, t ra                       =Mao =OW mfikg3 dB 

110:014C01401tozdimmOdultft                     bV,TAN tK9366611a almeavo 

meow agagali albk *km                             adlivita 1 (2,11 44.11 mom& 

cultivAtto, ggewe taxentisid       sunlight     sunlit,ht KI:10 MatiNIT 

do am mu do:0km> irk contun %IMMO               Aliviitt$ hos MitiO WWI& ukt 

sunlight  b) COXIMitektp &MUM)                        nu* nog ukt via,a 

din4 mOD dhly cibrhig *Woe usivik               Mew. 



             Questitns you mehave... 

                 Als this just another skylight?                            process breaks up radiant heat and eliminates 

                                                                            hot spots. Use of the So-Dark Motorized Shade 

           r\ No. Skylights are little more than a window                   Scran in either the Passive or Active System 

             in the roof with no capability to illuminate                   can be used to manage the amount of light 

             rooms with drop ceilings. Additionally, they                   and thus heat. 

             admit high-glare light and radiant heat at high 

             sun angles, and are minimally effective at low                      Can a leak-proof installation be assured? 

             sun angles. Both Natural Lighting Co. systems 

                                                                           / 

             increase sunlight admitted to the building J Yes. Natural Lighting Co. units will not 

             throughout the day and project the light leak when installed in accordance with our 

             downward as much as 12 feet via the reflective                 field-tested installation procedure using space- 

             light shaft and evenly illuminate the space                    age elastomeric sealants. 

                                below. The length of time the 

                                daylight can be effective will                    Will intruders find Natural Lighting Co. units 

                                vary depending on the use of                a point of easy building access? 

                                the Active or Passive System. 

                                                                         11- J No. In high crime areas, or where the value 

                              0, Won't the daylighting units                of the building contents so dictate, "burglar 

                                     bring in a lot of heat?                bars" can be installed within the light duct 

                                                                            without significantly diminishing the 

                              r\ No. Heat gain from the                     transmission of light. Polycarbonate secondary 

                                units is less than the heat                 lenses are available to insure that the openings 

                                produced by electric lighting               are burglar resistant. 

                                sources and other skylights 

                                because: (1) natural light                      , Is there a way to directly qff-set the purchase 

                                contains half as much heat per              cost of Natural Lighting Co. products? 

                                lumen as artificially produced 

                                light; (2) unlike skylights, the 17.... J Yes. All Natural Lighting Co. products can 

                                mirror panels on the active units be leased or financed. In addition, energy 

                                provide partial shade from savings, depreciation, artificial lighting 

             intense mid-day summer sun, reducing radiant                   maintenance savings and incentives from local 

             heat; (3) the sealed light duct with multiple                  utility companies will contribute to off-set the 

             lenses insulates against conducted heat much                   total cost of a system, in some cases as short 

             like a Thermopane window; (4) the diffusion                    as 3.5 years. 

             Managing the Sun... 

                                                                 The use of a 3 position wall switch activates the built in 

                                                                 So-Dark Motorized Shade Screen assembly by Natural Lighting 

                                                                   Co., allowing the user to manage the amount of sunlight heing 

                                                                    introduced into a room. This simple yet dynamic device when 

                                                                     drawn across the skylight frame, allows a teacher, for 

                                                                     example, to darken or black-out a room to show video or 

                                                                      slide presentations. 

                                                                      So-Dark can be designed for use in both Passive and 

                                                                      Active Dayli:ghting Systems. 

                                Awarded                                                          SO-DARK MOTORIZED SHADE SCREEN IS PROTECTED BY U.S. PATENT NO, 5.088,543. 

                     IES                                                           MEMBER 

                                Outstanding Acheivement in                       ARIZONA MEXICO         SUNPOINTE DIFFUSION LENS IS PROTECTED BY U.S. PATENT NO. D 362.081. 

.Lights                                                                                               OTHER PATENTS APPLIED FOR AND PENDING BY NATURAL LIGHTING CO.. INC. 

                                Lighting Design by                               ARIZONA SONORA 

                                Illuminating Engineering Society of North America COMMISSION                                               ©COPYRIGHT NLCI 1995 
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