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try Guily Goveri
November 10, 1988

Town of Kensington
3710 Mitchell Avenue
Kensington, Maryland 20895

Re: Historic Area Work Permit
Application - Flinn Park

Attention: Mayor Charles Stuart

Dear Mayor Stuart:

At its November 3, 1988 meeting, the Montgomery County
Historic Preservation Commission reviewed the application of
the Town of Kensington for retroactive approval to construct a
gazebo and to make other improvements at Flinn Park, 10310
Kensington Parkway. The record on this application had
remained open from the HPC meetings of June 16, 1988 and
October 6, 1988.

After a review of the materials and information presented
and after considerable discussion, the HPC voted to deny the
application for retroactive approval of the gazebo and the
improvements because of their incompatibility with the district
in design, structure, and scale. Further, the HPC directed
that the gazebo be removed within two weeks of the meeting of
November 3, 1988.

The Commission further requested that the Town of
Kensington work with the Local Advisory Committee,
representatives of "Open Space," and citizens of the town to
come up with a plan for Flinn Park.

If the HPC may be of assistance to you in this matter,

please feel free to call.

Enclosure

CSM:gk:0914E

Sincerely,

Christina S. Miller

HPC Staff

Historic Preservation Commission

51. Monroe Street, Rockville, Maryland 20850, 301/279-8097



Historic !Preservation Commission -o
100 !Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 20850

279-1327

APPLICATION FOR. ,
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
TAX ACCOUNT #

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER Tnwn of Keii~fnst;ert TELEPHONE N0.301949-24.24

(Contract/Purchaser) + (Include Area Code)
ADDRESS 3710 Mitchell,St. Kensington, MD 20895

CITY STATE ZIP

CONTRACTOR TELEPHONE NO.

.i CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION NUMBER
PLANSPREPARED8Y Anne Korff/D. Johnson TELEPHONE NO,

(Include Area Code)
REGISTRATION NUMBER

LOCATION OF BUILDING/PREMISE

House Number 10310 Street Kensington Pkwv. (Flinn Park)

Town/City Kensington Election 'District

i
Nearest Cross Street Mont aamAry

Lot Block Subdivision

Liber Folio' Parcel

1A. TYPE OF PERMIT ACTION: (circle one) Circle One: A/C Slab Room Addition
Construct Extend/Add Alter/Renovate Repair I Porch Oeck Fireplace Shed Solar Woodburning Stove
Wreck/Raze Move Install Revocable Revision Fence/Wall (;complete Section 4) Other i '

1B. CONSTRUCTION COSTS ESTIMATE $ 20,000

1C. IF THIS IS A REVISION OF A PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ACTIVE PERMIT SEE PERMIT # no

ID. INDICATE NAME OF ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY
1E. IS THIS PROPERTY A HISTORICAL SITE? part of district

PART TWO: COMPLETE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS
2A. TYPE OF SWAGE DISPOSAL . 28.

01 ( ) W' SSC 02 ( ) Septic
03 ( ) ether

TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

01 1 ) WSSC 02
03 ( ) Other

PART THREE: CO~PLETE ONLY FOR fENCE/RETAINING WALL
4A. HEIGHT I feet inches I
4B. Indicate whether the fence or retaining wall is to be constructed on one of the following locations:

1. On party line/Property line
2. Entirely on land of owner
3. On public right of way/easement (IRevocable Letter Required).

) Well

I i
I hereby certify that I have the authority to make the foregoing application, that the application is correct, and that the construction will comply with
plans appro6ed'6y alit"agencies listed and')'hereby ackndwledge and accept this to be a condition for the issuance of this permit.

Signature of owner, or authorized agent (agent must have signature notarizedlon back) Date
%% %R %%%%• %iF# N N #M %1FA IF A M A Y M R MIF M!t %•IF A7F N RN7F MR%%!1 k %!F %M %N %% %%%% %1F % %%%M1! %%%# M %. R N %%%%%i6 %iF %if %%%# %%71F % % %

APPROVED 

A—Z

I

DISAPPROVED 
I

APPLICATION/PERMIT NO:
DATE FILED:
DATE ISSUED:
OWNERSHIP CODE:

For Chairperson,
I 
Historic Preservation Commission ,

Signature

FILING FEE: $
PERMIT FEE: $

BALANCE $
RECEIPT NO:

SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR !INSTRUCT'IO'NS

FEE WAIVED:
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE -COMPLETED AND THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS
APPLICATION'

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: (including composition, color and texture of materials to be IgSed:)

The` Town of Kensington is in the process of renovating Flinn Park at

ATT,
drive.
PHO'

10310 Kensington Parkway. Renovations will include resotring victorian lampp,

layingJa lbrick sidewalk and'pad, erecting_a gazebo, installing henc•h_G along

the sidLa-lk and in the gazebo and Planting shrubber. and flowers 'thfoijg' h z t •

1. . Newl,klobes were installed) on existing lamposts, There very lh t•t1 e Chang

in ,
style.

2. Brlk pavers were laid where "an existing sidewalk deteriorated and the walkwa

wa:s extended to -the`'eazeb•o pad.

3. Thee~~'2  h ~'dJa'ls 
~ i~ °gazebo (ex hibit") a metal frame with a fiberglass finish_

4. Two benches will be installed inside the gazebo and two along thP. walk to

thelgazebo (exhibit!--4) iyl

5. Thee will be shrubs & flowers around th, gazeb pad -and long the walkway.
is fine t is(If more space needed, attach, additional,'s'heets on pain or paper to appl!cat!on~

j'

kCH TOT IS APPLICATION (2) COPIES OF: SUCH SITE PLANS (lot dimensions, building location with dimen
, walks, fences, patios, etc. proposed or existing) and/or ARCH ITECTURAL'DRAWINGS (floor plans, elevations,

•OGRAPHS OF.THE AREA AFFECTED, as are necessary to fully describe the proposed work.

MAIL OR DELIVER THE-APPLICATION AND IALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS TO THE:
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMIS81OfN
100 MAR LAND -AVENUE
ROCKVIL LE, 'MARYLAND, 20850

I :
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Staff Review Form

Applicant: Town of Kensington

Applicant's 3710 Mitchell Avenue
Address:

Type of Review:

HAWP X Substantial Alteration
Maintenance Demolition
Subdivision Other

Site No. (Atlas): 31/6-Kensington Historic District

Site Adress: Flinn Park, Kensington Parkway

(if different rom applicant)

Advertised: Yes X No ^

Proposed: (describe action to be taken)
Retroactive_ approval for qazebo and work to Flinn Park (note permit

application not signed).. Forwarded by LAC - LAC recommends dis-

approval since June there appears to have been no discussion between

the LAC and the Town.

Staff recommendations and comments:

Recommend that application be denied and Town asked to work with
residents of.historic district and LAC to come up with-an accept-a-M accept-a- e

proposal. Suggest that the Town be given until February to come to

an acceptable compromise with the residents an Ene LAU . HPC would

take no action to enforce the ordinance while the compromise was

worked on. Possible alternatives could e relocation or tne gazo

1 _ Date: Staff : Over

Signature:

.,,nHPC Action: —

3&+ 
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ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTION

FOR THE

WEATHER WICKER GAZEB

The Wicker That Won't Weath
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.

M

AA A /1 /J 
.__ . 
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MONTGOOY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATIONOMMISSION

LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE REVIEW FORM

NEW CONSTRUCTION~i i IPQ~Gi3 ~ -5a01_hTT —Ke_

Fill out one form for each type of work: subdivision review, grading permit,
or building permit.

I. Location of Property

a. Located within the k_r;N~-zU_cfro/'J historic district.

b. This i a Master / Atlas historic district (circle one)

c. Address or Property:

d. Owner of property and address: -iz->-c tj

e. On a map of the district, locate this property and adjacent historic
resources. Briefly discribe each adjoining resource (e.g. 12 story frame
bungalow, 2' story shingle, style Queen Anne, etc.) Attach photo to
show streetscape.

f. Is this work visible from the -street? >~—

g. Is this work visible from historic resources within the district?

If so, which ones?

II. For site and subdivision plans

a. How many new houses or lots are proposed?

b. How does the density compare with surrounding lots (note on map)?

c. Does the location of the houses on lots as shown impact negatively on
adjoining resources or on the district? If so, how?

III. For grading

a. Applicant is required to furnish a plat map of the lot which accurately
shows the location of existing trees.

b. Does the proposed grading substantially alter the existing landscape?

c. Does it cause removal of substantial vegetation?

I. Is this removal detrimental to the character of the district?

2. Can any detrimental effect be remedied by additional plantings?

If so, what kind and where?



a

IV. For-building permits .

a. Style of house - attach sketch

b. Are the houses compatible in style, scale, set-back, and materials with

adjoining historic resources and with the historic district?

If not, in what way?. 0 &~__,g 00UCT Tc,

J ®'c

®N S.z zQ~ r i`{ lf~e.s%g7-7e"'

.400PIVz7 4r'~e-7 S

V. Recommendation of the Local Advisory Committee

a. Approval of work

1. Which criteria found in the Ordinance for Historic Preservation

(Sec. 24A-8-b of the Montgomery County Code) does this work meet?

2. What conditions, if any, must be met in order for the proposed work
to meet the above criteria?

b. Recommend disapproval of work

1. On what grounds is disapproval recommended? Refer to Sec. 24A-8.

6-e,

2: How could this proposal be altered so as to be approved?

VI. Additional comments

Date on which applicant was notified of LAC meeting

Form completed by ̂  h'CK.~iE2

Member of -"~/V ,v6_,TC_-,,, A
Date  g5:_

24A-8 (d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located
within an historic district, the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of
plans for structures of little historical or design significance or for plans
involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic
or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character
of the historic district.
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Town meetings in which the development of Flinn Park was discussed:

April 27, 1987
May 26, 1987

June 29, 1987
August 31, 1987
October 26, 1987
December 28, 1987
February 29, 1988
March 28, 1988



A long range view of the gazebo and walk
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HISTORY OF THE LOCATION

What is now Flinn Park was formerly the site of a private
residence. The residence was razed years ago and the lot
has been vacant awaiting development as a park._

There are picnic-style benches around the border of the
lot which are used by senior citizens as well as by the
residents of surrounding homes and workers in the nearby
shops.

There are six victorian style street lights which were
restored to use as part of the development of the park.
They are now equipped with light sensors to turn them on
at dusk and off at dawn.

THE GAZEBO & WALK

In response to public requests to make the park more
presentable, Councilwoman Korff obtained a promise of
funds from Project Open Space to place a small gazebo
in the center of the front half-of the park lot. She
discussed possibilities at several open town meetings
and displayed a photo of the gazebo chosen at the
town meeting on September 27, 1987. The gazebo was
again discussed in detail.as to materials, location
and timetable on March 28,1.988.at an open town meeting
and minutes of both meetings were circulated through
town to all residents.

The brick walk leading to the gazebo and the brick gazebo
bed were laid. in May of 1988. The gazebo itself was
installed shortly afterwards and plantings in accordance
with a plan developed by a horticulturist with consultations

from a member of the Historical Preservation Society of

Kensington.

NOT A RESTORATION

The gazebo is not a restoration of a structure formerly placed

on this site, it is a decorative addition not formerly part of

the landscape. The brick walk is a restoration and is constructed

of the approved type of brick used elsewhere in the district.



"A

close—up close—up view of the gazebo

A;——
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MATERIALS USED

The brick walk which links the property with its neighbors on
both sides facing Kensington Parkway is constructed of the same
brick which is used throughout the Historic sectors of
Kensington.

The gazebo which was chosen after endiess hours of search
and consultation -is made of ,fiberglass and resin in a
simulated wicker design.

Wicker was chosen because of its significance in Victorian
architecture. The fiberglass version was chosen because the
gazebo decorates a public park -- not a residence. There
have been incidences of vandalism in other Kensington Parks
and a wooden structure lends itself to carving.by vandals.

A wooden structure also requires constant maintenance in
order to keep its appearance pure. The town does not have
staff to inspect, repaint and repair a wooden structure.

A wooden structure with raised flooring would also require
having wheel chair ramps in order to conform with state
regulations. .The present gazebo has no floor and is
easily accessible to all.

APPEARANCE

With plantings now in place, the gazebo presents.a pretty
appearance in keeping with the quiet elegance of its
surrounding-residences. It is located directly opposite
a commercial district of Kensington which includes the
Post Office, a 7-Eleven store, strip shopping center and
low-rise office building.

If the approval for a bench is given, there will be a bench
inside the gazebo so it will serve as a resting place in
the physical sense as well as the visual sense.

The gazebo was placed on the forward half of the lot in order
to keep the rear half clear for small children to play. This
park is not appropriate for ball-playing by older children
because of.the proximity of residences and the heavy auto...
traffic along Kensington Parkway generated by the businesses
opposite Flinn Park.



The brick walkway from the gazebo

inside the gazebo



The homes on either side of the Park
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The business firms directly across from Flinn Park

(photos taken from inside the gazebo)
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Mr. Steven Karr
Historic Preservation Commission
51 Monroe Street
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Mr. Karr,

10304 Kensington Parkway
Kensington, MD 20895
September 28, 1988

We are writing to you as neighbors whose property is adjacent to Flinn
Park in Kensington. In 1980 we were pleased to be in the area of
Kensington which was placed on the National Register of Historic
Places, even as we recognized all the restrictions and inconveniences
that would be forthcoming for the homeowner, because we felt so
strongly about maintaining the ambiance that characterizes Kensington.-ensington.

NowNow we find ourselves overlooking a gazebo which is not only .
architecturally incompatible with the historic district but which has
blocked all use of the park in which it was placed. For many years we
have watched as this open space attracted both neighbors and
passers—by to gather for conversation, picnics, games and even
informal concerts. Living next door to the park we have clearly seen
that since the gazebo was erected and garden planted in the middle of
the park last May public use of.the park has been effectively blocked
as the open space was eliminated. The park no longer invites use as
it is too cluttered.

We ask you to recommend to the Mayor and Town Council of Kensington
that the existing gazebo be removed. Secondly, if the Mayor and Town
Council continue to feel that a gazebo is necessary it should be
compatible with the historic district in design and materials and be
placed at the rear of the park in order to restore the open space.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Edward L. Kelly Catherine S. Kelly

CIO
4r
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September 28, 1988 1

Mr. Steven Karr
Chairman
Historic Preservation Commission
51 Monroe Street
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Re: Town of Kensington's Application
for Retroactive Approval of
Historic Area Work Permit

Dear Steven:

On June 6, 1988, at its regular meeting the Kensington Local
Advisory Committee (LAC) voted unanimously in support of a motion
to recommend denial of the issuance of an Historic Area Work
Permit to the Town of Kensington for the Flinn Park Gazebo. This
recommendation was based on the LAC opinion that this improvement
did not meet the criteria for issuance of a permit described in
the Historic Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 24-A). To specifi-
cally reiterate the reasons for our recommendation I refer to
Section (24A-8) subsection (b-1). The LAC does not regard the
proposal to be compatible with the Historic District and consider
it detrimental to historic resources within the district. This
opinion.is based on the following observations:

o The gazebo structure is immediately adjacent to two
turn-of-the century structures (1880-1910) and one
early 20th Century home (1910-1930) that are primary
resources within the district.

o The plastic type materials used for the gazebo struc-
ture lack a textural relation to the painted wood
structures immediately adjacent to the park.

o The gazebo structure does not create a consistent form
in the overall sequence of development found in this
part of the district.

o The gazebo structure_ has been placed on the site as a
primary form in its orientation to the street. Gazebo
should be setback from the street to appear as an
ancillary type structure.



o The gazebo structure attempts to replicate a turn-of-
the century garden structure symbolic of a form asso-
ciated with private, small scale spaces. This func-
tional aspect of the gazebo is very important because
it is located in a park readily accessed by the public.

These observations are the basis of our original recommenda-
tion. Despite the LAC's expressed willingness to work with the
Mayor and Town Council, we have received no additional informa-
tion in reference to this application. Therefore, we would like
to affirm the original position and request that any proposed
alternatives to this application be required to go through the
process as a new application. This would ensure a recommendation
from your committee that was a product of a public meeting held
in the Kensington Historic District.

ABD:ss

sincerely,

AW4~
Andrew B. Dempster, Chairman
Kensington Local Advisory Committee

2
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27 September 1988

Mr. Steven Karr,
Historic Preservation Commission,
51 Mlonroe .Street
Rockville, Md. 20850

Dear Mr. Karr,

RE Gazebo, 10308 Kensington Parkway, Kensington

BACKGROUND The Atlas was published Oct-1976 (Kensington, Site 31-6)
By July 1977 ;the Kensington Historical Society was
incorporated and in operation. Members of KHS,
collectively and/or individually have worked
continuously ever since to promote preservation
safeguards for the Town. KHS has cooperated in the
preservation study by Univ.of Md. (1979) ; *narked
through Maryland Trust for inclusion on National
Register (1980)_; participated with Town in organizating
Local Advisory Committee (1983); commissioned a
4 volumne Inventory of structures within the Historic
District (1983); worked closely with HPC for place on
Master Plan.

LOCAL ADVISORY COIt11ITTEE I have been pleased to serve on this committee
since its first meeting Jan-30,1984 and worked on its
development over a five=year period.

The aim of this committee has been to review alterations
to our existing turn-of-the-century structures, so as
to prevent violations to the integrity of the original,
and to see that new buildings are compatible with the
old, always recognizing that Kensington is not a museum
and adjustments must be made to meet current demands -
sky-bights , decks, plantings, fences, et al.

Also we have attempted to consider the setting for the
Historic District - replacement of shade trees on public
streets, set-backs, parks et al.

GAZEBO The Town newsletter for some months past mentioned a gazebo for
Flinn Park the green lawn of which lies between two
of our historic houses. For a number of years there
have been rustic tables and benches on the-perimeter of
a "village green" for adjacent office workers to enjoy
their brown bag lunches.

Never at any time were designs made available for
public inspection. The whole rationale for the
existence of municipalities and of local advisory
committees is to bring government closer to the local
residents. The way the Town handled this parkland
has ignored this mandate.

I was born in 1905 and grew up in the established town.
I r-emember a few "summer houses" which were always
placed strategicly as to target on a view. I remember
them as looking much like the bus stop in front of
Chestnut Lodge, 500 Montgomery Ave., Rockville. in
the early days Kensington houses were painted earth
tones. It is comparatively later that it has become
a white town.



CONCLUSION I beg that HPC direct the Town authorities to honor
established preservation channels (LAC) with
any future plans for Flinn Park

I hope that the present white plastic anachronism
is removed. I can see no reason for any gazebo,
but if it is felt absolutely necessary to meet
current commercial pressures then it should be
Placed in a back corner overlooking the green
sward. Th-e brick sidewalk should be connected with
other stretch of sidewalk at either end. The
brick walkway could end in a drinking fountain,
a sundial, or - better still in a pedestal
bearing an historic plaque ( land grant, farmland,
railroad, trolley etc.)

Thanking ,you for your attention,

Very truly yours,

Edith Ray Saul,
10310 Fawcett Street
Kensington, old. 20895



/

ao2~ /gha

1p-- //_ // / n r I-

m

e
~: 

a4-
--j—A4, /i w i it

c

irp 
LAM 

Pro

ow



r

.~ ~ ~ - o ~ /~-~ i ,~ ~~ ~ / / r►

.I / ~ / 'j

~ ~

~-~~
Gf G ~ ,o~~ir~~c 6~~ a~~_

~fi~ ~ Duerr n~ 7i~~e~: ~~~~~~~

G~ ~ /



• 9

October 3, 1988

Mr. Steven Karr
Historic Preservation Commission
51 Monroe Street
Rockville, MD 20850

RE: Gazebo, 10308 Kensington Parkway, Kensington

Dear Mr. Karr,

I have been asked on behalf of the local residents of Kensington
to submit my opinion on the gazebo in Flinn Park, not only as a
resident of the Historic District of Kensington, but also as an
expert in Victorian park design.

[Enclosed is a chronology of my education and experience as a
landscape architect and urban designer as it pertains to the
issues of the gazebo.]

In my opinion, the current gazebo raises the following cluestionse

1. Is a gazebo appropriate in Flinn Park?
2. What is the function of the gazebo in the park?
3. How appropriate is the design of the gazebo?
4. How appropriate is the siting of the gazebo?.

1. Is a Gazebo Appropriate in Flinn Park?

From the start, the function of a park must be clearly defined
and agreed upon by the community. After such a decision is reached,
the users of the park can then be targeted and the program of
appropriate uses of the park can then be identified. Only after
this important first step can any design process begin, and
structures - like the gazebo - be deemed appropriate or not.

To my knowledge, Flinn Park has not been given a mandate by the
community to serve identified users or activities. On the one
hand, I have heard citizens complain that the existing gazebo
obstructs the field where children can play ball. On the other
hand, I have heard citizens declare that the park should serve
people eating their brown bag lunches. Unfortunately, Flinn Park
is located on a small lot, and it would be difficult to have
this park serve both active and passive recreation. If the
city chooses to mandate that both of these conflicting uses be
accomodated, a professional designer should be employed to insure
that the best design solution be obtained. At any rate, without
any agreement as to the function of the park, any improvements..-..--

to the park will lack coherence. And, the need for a g.a~
cannot be deemed appropriate or inappropriategt~gitbtlyd~'i ~6am- {
clarifies its vision of Flinn Park.

pci 4 1g8~

Maryland

{d~ontgon`erY



0 [2] 0

2. What is the Function of the Gazebo in the Park?

The following is an.example of how the.function of a gazebo
should be determined - after the town has identified a specific
program for the park. If the park is to serve passive activities
such as sitting, picnicing, strolling, and meeting people - then
a gazebo could be designed in a way to enhance and support the
activities. For example, a gazebo with benches built inside
would be deemed as encouraging those activities, whereas a gazebo
with no benches would serve no purpose.

On the other hand, if the park's purpose were to be a focal point of
holiday events, there might be justification-for a gazebo large
enough to support a band, with no benches inside it. Clearly,
the function of the current gazebo cannot be deemed appropriate
or inappropriate until the town clarifies its vision of the park.

3. How Appropriate is the Design of the Gazebo?

Oddly enough, this is one answer that can be answered without the
vision of Flinn Park clarified. This is because the design of the
gazebo should be reflective of the period and style of the Historic
District of Kensington. First off, the current gazebo uses a
modern material that simulates a grape vine structure. This
convention of using the grape vine as a building material was
popular in the very early Victorian period of Downing and Vaux.
Kensington's Victorian heritage dates much later in the 1880's and
1890's. A grape vine gazebo structure would have been deemed as
out of fashion.

Secondly, the current gazebo is painted white. The Victorian
period only used white as a trim color in the Colonial Revival
architectural style. If there were a Colonial Revival house
sited on Flinn Park, a white gazebo structure would be suitable.
However, the majority of structures were painted in rich, deep
colors at the turn of the century. These architectural styles
include Queen Anne, the Stick Style, and the Shingle Style. The
color scheme of any structure in Flinn Park should continue the
positive examples of color selection by historic period by the two
public structures in the Historic District - namely, the
Railroad Station, and the Noyes Library.

4. How Appropriate is the Siting of the Current Gazebo?

The current gazebo is sited at the terminus of a newly-installed
straight brick walk. Seven newly-planted trees circle the gazebo.
This formal design approach is not found anywhere else in
Kensington. Both historically and today, one will find that
Kensington's gardens and open spaces use an informal design
approach: meandering walks, serpentine planting beds, and asym-
metrical organization of garden elements. This style is typical of
Victorian garden communities. These communities were designed by
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developers throughout the country along train and trolley tracks
to appeal to the city dweller and worker longing to escape to
the country, either permanently or as summer residents. As a
consequence, the open spaces were designed without any reference
to formal or axial design (as found in cities), but instead
replaced with naturalistic and informal designs. Any new site
design should reflect the intentions of the original garden and
open space designs in Kensington.

Summary

The gazebo is actually a small part of a larger problem.

It is my recommendation that the city of Kensington be asked
to remove the existing gazebo and begin rethinking Flinn Park.

For example: What needs can Flinn Park serve that no other park
is better equipped to handle? Are there any opportunities unique
to Flinn Park? What does the local community need at this park?
What does the town need? There are many questions to ask. In
conclusion, I would suggest that Kensington hire a professional
to work with the community and the town to design the park. Only
through the design process will there be any vision of the kind
of park it will be and the types of improvements - gazebos included
it will ultimately need.

ectfully,

Hants-Henn
10234 Carroll Place
Kensington, MD 20895
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September 20, 1988

Montgomery County Historic
Preservation Commission

100 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, MD 20850

Dear members of the Commission:

At the June 6, 1988 meeting of the Kensington Local Advisory Committee

the proposed gazer for Flinn Park was discussed, and the recommendation

of the Committee was to not approve the application for an historic area

work permit for this structure. The gazebo was considered inappropriate

and incompatible in character and materials with the Kensington Historic

District and therefore detrimental to the surrounding historic resources.

The Local Advisory Committee has offered to work with the Town of Kensington

and citizens in the preparation of a comprehensive plan for the develop-

ment of Flinn Park. We continue to recommend that a site plan precede

applications for specific features, such as a gazebo, lamp posts, benches,

or even additional plantings. I hope this letter will reaffirm our advice

and be useful in your consideration on October 6 of the application for an

historic area work permit for the Flinn Park gazebo.

dr►!ce or 
Cornmunl

Division of p, ~!Velopme
`f arming 

rl,

_SP 2,2 1988.

bleat-8omery 
County.Marylan¢

S

Pie

ely,

D P. Jones

Treasurer and Corresponding
Secretary

Kensington Local Advisory
Committee
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
_the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE-TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appea n d the use f open space by visually and actually blocking
access th park.
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PETITION

TO h'1A`(OR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN ' OL!P-:CIL OF THE 70WN CDF VENISINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn °ark should be

..removed entirely or replaced s,iith an n.uthenti_ 1:ooden'Jic=.u_:rian structure.
The e:.<.isting gazebo is aestheticall;: inappropriate and not in keeping .with
the houses immedia+e1v adjacent to the perk or imith The Historic District -.-
a ,Vhole.

!pie understand the Too.jn Counc i 1 fai led tc, sr-eV. the a.pproaal of the
LAC as is required before any permanent. structure can be erected or
L,ric kw or k installed in the Historic District, ide *eel that cooperA..tln'j i t h

the '_i^ is important if itje a.re to develop our Historic Di_trict and ma.ir,tain
the - .plrit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

S? nce LAC appro ,ai must --t i 11 be sbt =, i ne:I } :;:ie hope cons i derat i on
i,uill be given to placing the nevi ga ebo, '} there is one, in the rear of the

park, l:.le -e,_. the CUrr .. ocat ion !if he d'.ebo dimir ;, c.he'_ both the

appearance .and the use of open space by visual 11.. and a.ctuall> b',ockinr
aCCe t0 rile pa.rK..

!,!e c.trrn ur :: the T-_;..n C_uncil to prompt. attenH to thi situation.
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN CCUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced 1,with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The e --, i =.t i rig gazebo i aesthet i cal 1 y i nappropr i ate and not i n i rig wi th
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Toi.an Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are. to develop our Historic District and ma.int.in
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, v)e hope consideration
,.kii11 be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear. of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actualI" blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promp.tIy attend to this situation.
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We {eel that the wazebo recently in_talled in F1 inn Park -Should be
remooed entirely or replaced t:diL; an authentic k.~jooden iictorian structure.
the ;:xistincj. gazebo _ ..,e-thet -ajI i na,pp; _;pri.::te and not In keeping ~,jith

the house=_. immediately -adjacent to the park: or with the Historic District as
•a tij h o 1 e .

We under- stand -he Town Council tailed to seek. the ~_.ppro~~:~a. i i=t the

LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
i-trickwor•r: installed in the Historic District. i.Je feel that cooperatiny ;:vith
the LAC is impor•t.an` i t.:ie Are to develop our iii_1_-ic Di and maintain
the .•p i r i a ,. o+ h i_ for i s preservat ion here in Ken=. i ngton .
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing .gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington. '

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to'placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington. `

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.



PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically'inappropr.iate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to. the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.



PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town.Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.



PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSIN(

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park shoul
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian str
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keepi
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic Di

+ a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected oz
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperf
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District ant

a

the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope considerate
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rE
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both t
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocl
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situat
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINC

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park shoul
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian str
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keepi
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic Di
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooped
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District ant
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope considerati
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rE
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both i
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocl
access to the park.
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN.OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON;

We feel that the gazebo recently installed in Flinn Park should be
removed entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with .
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with

" the LAC is important if we are to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.
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PETITION

TO MAYOR CHARLES STUART AND THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON.;.

We feel that the gazebo,recently installed in Flinn Park should be
remuved entirely or replaced with an authentic wooden Victorian structure.
The existing gazebo is aesthetically inappropriate and not in keeping with
the houses immediately adjacent to the park or with the Historic District as
a whole.

We understand the Town Council failed to seek the approval of the
LAC as is required before any permanent structure can be erected or
brickwork installed in the Historic District. We feel that cooperating with
the LAC is important if we are'to develop our Historic District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC approval must still be obtained, we hope consideration
will be given to placing the new gazebo, if there is one, in the rear'of the
park. We feel the current location of the gazebo diminishes both the
appearance and the use of open space by visually and actually blocking
access to the park.

We strongly urge the Town Council to promptly attend to this situation.
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We -!Feel that the gazebo recently i-nstalled in F1 inn Park: should be
remoued enti'_l y or replaced I:!!ith -an authentic :.,Pooden Iyictori• 7m. 3trU=tyre,
The _Xi ting gaz°h'_: -._stheti;_.al li op~':.. _ ~ „~ ir:.appr-prate and .:t in keeping I:tlith;

th!_ !-louses immedlatel: adjacent to the park or I,,;ith the Historic District .?.5
a >.--:I h c, I e .

t.--Je understand the Town i_ unc i 1 fa. i l,--d '. o seek. the .approval of the
LAC as is required t;etore an,,/ permanent. structure can be erected or
brickwork. instal in th r'e Historic i' '=t;ci. :ie feel that Cooperat i nn with
the LAC is irlport:_.nt if I.:ie are to develop our Hi_.toric District and maintain
the spirit of historic preservation here in Kensington.

Since LAC roval must sti11 be obtained :,.:e hope considers -•-
wi11 be given to placing the new gazebo, if there i'_ one, in the rear of the
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front view of Lhe gazebo and piantings

I

Another Y]Lew

(mid-way in plantings)
The brick work



i'. •wtF _r te :'~'.s L

._._'_"i"•'~a - — - .Wit

A side view of the gazebo and one of the Park lights
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A view from inside the gazebo showing the house next door
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